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Committee Meetings

WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES
REGULATORY OVERREACH PROTECTION
ACT OF 2014; RESOLUTION CONDEMNING
AND DISAPPROVING OF THE OBAMA
ADMINISTRATION’S FAILURE TO COMPLY
WITH THE LAWFUL STATUTORY
REQUIREMENT TO NOTIFY CONGRESS
BEFORE RELEASING INDIVIDUALS
DETAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL
STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA,
AND EXPRESSING NATIONAL SECURITY
CONCERNS OVER THE RELEASE OF FIVE
TALIBAN LEADERS AND THE
REPERCUSSIONS OF NEGOTIATING WITH
TERRORISTS

Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on
H.R. 5078, the “Waters of the United States Regu-
latory Overreach Protection Act of 2014”; and H.
Res. 644, condemning and disapproving of the
Obama administration’s failure to comply with the
lawful statutory requirement to notify Congress be-
fore releasing individuals detained at United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and express-
ing national security concerns over the release of five
Taliban leaders and the repercussions of negotiating
with terrorists. The committee granted, by record
vote of 7-3, a structured rule for H.R. 5078. The
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure. The rule waives all points of
order against consideration of the bill. The rule
waives all points of order against provisions in the
bill. The rule makes in order only those amendments
printed in the Rules Committee report. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order printed
in the report, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the proponent
and an opponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. The rule waives all points of
order against the amendments printed in the report.
The rule provides one motion to recommit with or
without instructions. Additionally, the rule grants a
closed rule for H. Res. 644. The rule provides one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. The rule waives all points
of order against consideration of the resolution. The
rule provides that the amendments to the resolution
and the preamble recommended by the Committee
on Armed Services now printed in the resolution
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shall be considered as adopted and the resolution, as
amended, shall be considered as read. The rule pro-
vides one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. Testimony was heard from the following:
Chairman Shuster, Chairman McKeon, and Rep-
resentatives Smith of Washington, and Jackson Lee.

ONGOING INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Full
Committee held a hearing entitled “Ongoing Intel-
ligence Activities”. This was a closed hearing.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D911)

H.J. Res. 76, making an emergency supplemental
appropriation for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2014, to provide funding to Israel for the Iron
Dome defense system to counter short-range rocket
threats. Signed on August 4, 2014. (Public Law
113-145)

H.R. 3230, to improve the access of veterans to
medical services from the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Signed on August 7, 2014. (Public Law
113-146)

H.R. 606, to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 815 County Road 23
in Tyrone, New York, as the “Specialist Christopher
Scott Post Office Building”. Signed on August 8,
2014. (Public Law 113-147)

H.R. 1671, to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 6937 Village Park-
way in Dublin, California, as the “James ‘Jim’
Kohnen Post Office”. Signed on August 8, 2014.
(Public Law 113-148)

H.R. 2291, to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 450 Lexington Ave-
nue in New York, New York, as the “Vincent R.
Sombrotto Post Office”. Signed on August 8, 2014.
(Public Law 113-149)

H.R. 3212, to ensure compliance with the 1980
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction by countries with which
the United States enjoys reciprocal obligations, to es-
tablish procedures for the prompt return of children
abducted to other countries. Signed on August 8,
2014. (Public Law 113-150)

H.R. 3472, to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 13127 Broadway
Street in Alden, New York, as the “Sergeant Brett
E. Gornewicz Memorial Post Office”. Signed on Au-
gust 8, 2014. (Public Law 113-151)
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