United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 13 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 160

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2014

No. 134

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC.
September 18, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DouG COL-
LINS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend Seretta McKnight, Union
Baptist Church, Hempstead, New York,
offered the following prayer:

Good morning, Lord God. I acknowl-
edge that You are God alone, large and
in charge, and I thank You for being a
loving, a forgiving, and a just God.

As I stand in these hallowed halls of
this House, this chapel of democracy, 1
ask You to give all those who have the
responsibility to represent, provide,
and protect we, the people, the cour-
age, conscience, and heart to do the
right thing by choosing the principled
position over political posturing.

Lord God, allow these to enact the
laws that will help and heal, not hurt
and harm, we, the people. Give this au-
gust body the courage to decrease the
divide between the haves and the have-
nots, the conscience to consider all of
our children as precious, and the heart
to lead with love so that this House
turns from a house of pain to one of
purpose, of promise, and of produc-
tivity for we, the people.

Lord God, please bless Speaker BOEH-
NER; Leader PELOSI; my Congress-
woman, Mrs. MCCARTHY; and all those
who have the challenge to lead for such
a time as this.

Lastly, Lord, before I ask You to con-
tinue to bless America, bless our Presi-
dent Barack Obama and all those who
are in service to this great Nation.
Teach us how to bless You, Lord, so
that You, God, may continue to bless
America.

It is in the name that is above every
name that I offer up this petition to
the Throne of Grace. I am speaking of
my personal Lord and Savior; Jesus
Christ is the name in which I pray.

And we all say together, amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
McCARTHY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING REVEREND SERETTA
McKNIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. McCCARTHY) is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. First
of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to cer-
tainly welcome the family and friends
of our sister, Reverend Seretta
McKnight, who just delivered that
wonderful prayer opening today’s ses-
sion in the House of Representatives.

Reverend McKnight serves at the
Union Baptist Church in Hempstead,
New York, on Long Island. She is a
product of the Roosevelt Public School
System and is a graduate of Syracuse
University. Currently, Reverend
McKnight is a candidate for a master
of divinity degree.

It has been my honor and pleasure to
know Reverend McKnight for many
years, and I take this time to recognize
her for the outstanding service she has
provided to local people throughout
our unique district and organizations.

I want you to know that she has
worked tirelessly with Sisters in the
Struggle and several other community-
based organizations. She focuses on
programs for women and young people.
Reverend Seretta McKnight is affec-
tionately known as the ‘‘sister min-
ister” to all who are enriched by her
sermons and wisdom.

Again, I thank Reverend McKnight,
her family, her friends, and her mother
for traveling to join us today in Wash-
ington. I salute her for her years of
service to the people of the Fourth
Congressional District and to the peo-
ple of this country.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by His Hxcellency Petro
Poroshenko, President of Ukraine, only
the doors immediately opposite the
Speaker and those immediately to his
left and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
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Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, September 11, 2014, the House
stands in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 0950
JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
PETRO POROSHENKO, PRESI-

DENT OF UKRAINE

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 9
o’clock and 50 minutes a.m.

The Assistant Sergeant at Arms, Ms.
Kathleen Joyce, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Hxcellency Petro
Poroshenko, President of Ukraine, into
the Chamber:

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.

WALDEN);

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms.
JENKINS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCKEON);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN);

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
ROGERS);

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GERLACH);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TUR-
NER);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ISRAEL);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA);
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The gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. SLAUGHTER);

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
QUIGLEY);

The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
KAPTUR);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
BROWN); and

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Petro Poroshenko, President
of Ukraine, into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-
BENOW);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ);

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
MURPHY);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN);

The Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO0); and

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.

CORKER).

The Assistant Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency H.E.
Bockari Kortu Stevens, the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Sierra Leone.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The Members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 10 o’clock and 12 minutes a.m.,
the Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable
Paul D. Irving, announced His Excel-
lency Petro Poroshenko, President of
Ukraine.

The President of Ukraine, escorted
by the committee of Senators and Rep-
resentatives, entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives and stood at
the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Excellency Petro Poroshenko, Presi-
dent of Ukraine.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

President POROSHENKO. Mr. Speak-
er, Mr. Vice President, Majority Lead-
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er, Members of the House, Members of
the Senate, ladies and gentlemen, it is
impossible to imagine what I am feel-
ing right now. How symbolic is the
unity of the United States Congress in
solidarity with Ukraine.

This is exactly what Ukraine now
needs the most, unity and solidarity,
not only with the United States Con-
gress, not only with the United States,
but with the whole world.

Let me thank you for your warmth
and hospitality. Addressing both
Houses of the Congress is one of the
highest political privileges.

Standing here, I am grateful and
fully aware that this honor goes not to
me, but to the people of Ukraine, those
brave men and women who are today
on the forefront of the global fight for
democracy. Forty-five million Ukrain-
ian people are watching this speech in
this session of the Congress, seeing and
absolutely sure about our solidarity
and our joint and common strength.
And please allow me to speak on their
behalf.

I will focus on the one thing that is
at the core of Ukraine’s existence
today: freedom. There are moments in
history when freedom is more than just
a political concept. At those moments,
freedom becomes the ultimate choice
which defines who you are as a person
or as a nation.

Ukraine has lived this moment over
the last 10 months and became the
scene of the most heroic story of the
last decade, a synonym for sacrifice,
dedication, and the unbreakable will to
live free.

The people of Ukraine stood up to the
corrupt regime of Yanukovych. They
stood their ground during this dra-
matic winter. More of you were to-
gether with us during the last winter,
and I thank you for this very impor-
tant—for us—gesture of solidarity.

The defenders of freedom were will-
ing to sacrifice their lives for the sake
of a better future. What is even more
amazing is that they and we won.
Armed with only sticks and shields,
they attacked the special police and
chased them away.

The victory gained on Independence
Square in Kiev, now known to the
whole world as the very international
word of ‘‘Maidan,” was a victory
against police brutality, harassment by
the state-controlled media, violence,
and intimidation.

There is nothing more impressive
than seeing hundreds of thousands of
peaceful people forcing out a violent
dictator and changing the course of
history—the second time in our his-
tory.

Day after day, week after week,
month after month, thousands upon
thousands streamed into the streets of
Kiev simply because their dignity
didn’t allow them to remain passive
and silent while their liberties were at
stake.

The standoff on the Maidan lasted a
long 3 months. It culminated on Feb-
ruary 20 and 21, when over 100 pro-
testers in 1 day were shot by snipers.
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