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schools continue to be targeted by militants.
Her strength, determination and accomplish-
ments are deserving of recognition.

| welcome my colleagues in the House to
join me in honoring and congratulating Malala
Yousafzai on receiving the 2014 Nobel Peace
Prize by becoming a co-sponsor of this resolu-
tion.

HONORING MS. CARLA ROSS
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Profes-
sional woman of Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

Ms. Carla Ross is an effective, skilled and
professional community developer. Carla has
used her education and work experience to
transform her community. She is a native of
the Mississippi Delta, having been born and
raised in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. She has
worked for Mound Bayou Public School Dis-
trict and St. Gabriel Mercy Center. As the Par-
ent Center Coordinator, she supervised daily
operations of the center, conducted workshops
and seminars, provided educational materials
and equipments, and served as a link between
home and school to improve parental involve-
ment in the education of their children.

During her time at St. Gabriel Mercy Center,
Carla served as the Assistant Director super-
vising all educational programs, coordinated
community service group activities and worked
independently to develop methods and proce-
dures to enhance existing programs. She is
presently serving on the Board of Trustees for
St. Gabriel Mercy Center. Carla previously
served as the Regional Coordinator for Amer-
ica Reads Mississippi, the largest AmeriCorps
program in the state of Mississippi for the Mis-
sissippi Delta Region at Delta State University.
During that time she was instrumental in plac-
ing individuals from the community in various
school districts to tutor students in the area of
reading.

Carla is presently employed with Southern
Bancorp Community Partners as an Individual
Development Accounts (IDA) Program Coordi-
nator. She is helping the Mississippi Delta
residents save funds to purchase a home,
start a small business or further their edu-
cation.

Also, teaching financial literacy classes to
program participants. Carla has earned a Mas-
ters Degree in Community Development from
Delta State University and a Bachelors Degree
in Family Human and Development from Mis-
sissippi University for Women in Columbus,
Mississippi.

Carla is a proud member of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Incorporated and serves as the Vice
President of the Theta Phi Zeta Chapter lo-
cated in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. The orga-
nization focuses on community service, aca-
demic achievement and mentorship. Serving
to educate the public, assist youth, provide
scholarship, support charities and promote
legislation for social and civic change. Sup-
porting such projects as Breast Cancer Aware-
ness, Prematurity Awareness, Highway Clean-
up and Youth Literacy Rallies.

Carla is the daughter of Ms. Carolyn Ross
and sister to Mr. Chance Ross of Mound
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Bayou, Mississippi. Carla is the niece to Ms.
Portia Burton of Mound Bayou, Mr. Carlton
Ross of Conyers, Georgia, Mr. Stanley Burton
of Memphis, Tennessee and Mr. Ozzie Ross
of Waco, Texas. Carla is the grand-daughter
of the late Dorothy Ross Grady and niece to
the late Brenda J. Grady and Bruce K. Burton
of Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing Professional for her
dedication and service to her profession.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF COMER
COTTRELL

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Comer Cottrell, one of Texas’
leading African American entrepreneurs and
an education philanthropist in the Dallas com-
munity. His passing on October 3, 2014,
leaves a void in the city of Dallas, and | join
with the Texas community in giving our condo-
lences to the Cottrell family.

Comer Cottrell was born on December 7,
1931, in Mobile, Alabama. He was 15 when
he graduated from a private high school in
1946 and attended the University of Detroit, a
Jesuit college. At age seventeen, Mr. Cottrell
joined the United States Air Force and ex-
celled to the the rank of First Sergeant at a
very young age. After completing his military
service, Cottrell returned to Alabama, where
he worked part time for his father’s insurance
company.

In 1968, Mr. Cottrell recalled his time serv-
ing in the U.S. Air Force and the lack of ethnic
hair-care products, which sparked his interest
in the black hair care business. In 1970, Mr.
Cottrell and his brother James Cottrell founded
Pro-Line Corporation, an African-American
hair care products company in Los Angeles,
California. The company’s success grew and
prompted his move to Dallas, Texas in 1979.

In 1990, Mr. Cottrell purchased and restored
the former Bishop College land in southern
Dallas to persuade Paul Quinn College to
move its campus from Waco to Dallas, Texas.
Today, the historically black college continues
to provide educational opportunities for the en-
trepreneurs of tomorrow. In addition to his in-
terest in education philanthropy, Mr. Cottrell
became the first African-American to hold a
major stake in a professional baseball team. In
1989, he became a part owner, with George
W. Bush, of the Texas Rangers.

Mr. Cottrell is survived by his wife, Felisha
Starks Cottrell of Dallas; a daughter, Renee
Cottrell-Brown of Arlington; four sons, Comer
Cottrell Ill of Dallas, Aaron Cottrell of New
York, Bryce Cottrell, a University of Texas at
Austin student, and Lance Cottrell, a Univer-
sity of Colorado student; a brother, James
Cottrell of Dallas; nine grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.

In honor of Mr. Comer Cottrell, a pillar of the
Dallas business community, this statement will
be entered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Wednesday, November 12, 2014.
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RECOGNIZING THE HOUSE
GERMAN-AMERICAN CAUCUS

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the House German-American Cau-
cus and the work it has done to maintain and
strengthen the economic and cultural relation-
ship between the United States and Germany.

The German-American Caucus is an infor-
mal, bipartisan group of House Members that
was established in 2011. The idea of the Cau-
cus originated with one of my constituents in
Pennsylvania’s 6th District, Thomas
Siedenbuehl, who is a native of Germany and
now a proud U.S. citizen. Given the countless
contributions that early and recent German
émigrés have made to our nation, the forma-
tion of a caucus to bridge the historical, cul-
tural and economic ties of the U.S. and Ger-
many was most appropriate.

In total, over 50 million American citizens
claim German ancestry. Additionally, Germany
is not only the largest economy in the Euro-
pean Union and third largest in the world, but
the largest market for U.S. goods in Europe,
importing more than $50 billion each year.
German-owned companies are investing in
America and have created approximately one
million jobs in the U.S. Because of these
strong economic and cultural ties, the Caucus
has worked to build a closer relationship with
our European ally to encourage further invest-
ment in America.

In addition to the numerous roundtable dis-
cussions and dinners between Members of
Congress and the German Bundestag, as well
as with the German Ambassador and U.S.
Ambassador to Germany, the Caucus has
helped facilitate various other events that high-
light and strengthen German-American ties.
These include the Congress Bundestag Youth
Exchange, the Maifest Dinner, and the annual
Oktoberfest celebration. The Caucus also
works closely with the German-American Busi-
ness Council and its executive committee
chairman, Uli Gamerdinger, who provides out-
standing advice and support for Caucus activ-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the work the
Caucus has done to maintain and strengthen
the relationship between the United States
and Germany, and with the hope of continuing
the work it has begun, | ask my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing the efforts of the
German-American Caucus of the United
States House of Representatives.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ATLANTIC
HIGHLANDS LIONS CLUB

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Atlantic Highlands Lions Club
as its members gather to celebrate its 90th
anniversary this year. This milestone and its
commitment to service is truly deserving of
this body’s recognition.




November 12, 2014

Founded by local businessmen, the Atlantic
Highlands Lions Club was chartered on De-
cember 14, 1924. Over its 90 years, the Atlan-
tic Highlands Lions Club has grown in out-
reach and in membership. Today, its 42 mem-
bers continue to carry out the mission of Lions
Club International, serving its local community,
the State of New Jersey, our nation and the
world. lts efforts provide a range of assist-
ance, including heath programs, youth pro-
grams, environmental programs, and disaster
relief. It has also sponsored Lions Clubs in
nearby New Jersey communities as well as
the local Leo Club, which was one of the first
Leo Clubs established in New Jersey.

The Atlantic Highlands Lions Club has been
providing active community volunteer work
since its inception. Its members promote the
Lions Club International mission to improve
eye health and sight, providing free eye
exams, eye treatments and surgery to local
residents. They also uphold the mission to
provide disaster relief, supporting recovery ef-
forts in Indonesia, Haiti, Honduras and the
United States, including New Jersey and its
own community in the wake of Superstorm
Sandy. Among many other community service
efforts, the Atlantic Highlands Lions Club pro-
vides scholarships to local students, has taken
part in the Lions Club International project to
plant one million trees globally, honored our
nation’s veterans through the purchase of a
state highway construction project that would
become a median in their honor (which the At-
lantic Highlands Lions Club still maintains and
enhances), helped develop the Atlantic High-
lands Harbor, and provided evacuation assist-
ance from New York City after the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks. The Atlantic High-
lands Lions Club also pays the club member-
ship dues of a member of the United States
Coast Guard and encouraged Lions Club
International to offer membership discounts to
members of the military.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating the At-
lantic Highlands Lions Club on its 90th anni-
versary and thanking its members for their
dedication to local, statewide, national and
international community service.

GREG KOMESHOK
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Greg Komeshok’s leadership and
dedication to the community of Passaic and
the citizens of New Jersey. To honor his years
of commitment, his friends, family, and col-
leagues joined together in October to cele-
brate his amazing career.

Greg Komeshok son of John and Emily
Komeshok, a life-long resident of Passaic,
New Jersey was born on March 23, 1947. A
product of the Passaic School District, Greg
graduated from Holy Rosary grammar school
and Passaic High School where he played on
both the basketball and baseball teams. After
high school, Greg went on to further his edu-
cation where he earned his Bachelor’s in In-
dustrial Arts and a Master’s in Administration
and Supervision from Montclair State Univer-
sity. Upon achieving both of his degrees, Greg
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became a teacher at Passaic High School,
later becoming the Principal at the Learning
Center Elementary School in Passaic. Greg
also held various administrative positions
throughout the Passaic Board of Education,
before becoming the Supervisor of Physical
Education and Health, and later appointed to
become the Director of Athletics.

Greg’s achievements and passion in serving
his community has led him to hold various
leadership roles within his community. After
being a lifetime member of the Holy Rosary
Young Men’s Club, he became its President.
Later, he went on to serve as the President of
the Passaic Boys and Girls Club. Through his
leadership and dedication, he was able to es-
tablish the annual outdoor Jimmy Sturr Con-
cert in Passaic which is now in its eleventh
year. Greg’'s devotion to the community and to
the youth led him to the Clifton Little League
and Babe Ruth League where he served as
Coach. Later, he went on to become the Gen-
eral Manager/Coach of the Wayne Post 174
American Legion Baseball League, then be-
coming the President of the Bergen Area
American Legion Baseball League.

His service to his community even led him
to pursue public office. In 1968, he became a
Member of the Passaic Redevelopment Agen-
cy; later in his career in 1972 he was selected
to become the Chairman of the Democratic
Party in the City of Passaic. Then in 1976, he
was a Delegate to the Democratic National
Convention in New York City. In 1978, Greg
was given the opportunity to serve his State
when he was appointed to the North Jersey
District Water Supply Commission, where he
served as Commissioner. In 1983 he was
elected to the Passaic County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and later in 1985 was se-
lected to become the Freeholder Director. In
1984 Greg became a member of the Camp
Hope Commission and the Passaic County
Community College-Board of School Esti-
mates.

Greg is married to his wife Susan, and they
have two sons Kevin and Christopher.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
the services of individuals like Mr. Greg
Komeshok.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mr. Komeshok’s family, friends, and
all those whose lives he has touched, and me,
in recognizing Greg Komeshok for his dedica-
tion to his family and his nation.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE DESIGNA-
TION OF THE “JUANITA

MILLENDER-McDONALD POST OF-
FICE”

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, as you know, here
in Washington we have the unique opportunity
to work for the citizens of this great nation and
provide positive change in the lives of many.
Together we work for the good of our commu-
nities, and in the process we cross paths with
some remarkable leaders.

Today | am introducing a bill that will recog-
nize the life of one of those very special lead-
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ers of our time, the late Congresswoman Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald, by designating a fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service in my
district as the “Juanita Millender-McDonald
Post Office.

Rep. Millender-McDonald was a pillar in
many of the communities | represent. She was
a resilient public servant who was deeply
loved by her community first as an educator,
then as program coordinator for a nonprofit
fighting gender issues, and finally as a be-
loved elected official. Undaunted by the work
to be done, Rep. Millender-McDonald took
charge of her opportunity to serve and be-
came the first African American woman to be
named Chairwoman of the House Committee
on Administration. She was also an active
member of the Congressional Black Caucus
and served over a decade in the House of
Representatives.

An exemplary piece of her legacy was her
work to better the lives of not just those here
at home but internationally as well. Her work
to aid victims of genocide and human traf-
ficking serves a testament to her dedication to
creating a better world. Millender-McDonald
worked tirelessly for her constituents taking
only a week of leave before she succumbed to
cancer.

By designating a United States Postal Serv-
ice facility in my district as the “Juanita
Millender-McDonald Post Office,” we honor an
exemplary woman with an incredible public
service record that | hope will further serve as
inspiration for the community which | serve—
the same community which so revered her.

TRIBUTE TO THE COLUMBIA CLUB
HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute an extraordinary Hoosier
institution, The Columbia Club, which cele-
brates its 125th anniversary this year. | wish to
express my admiration and appreciation for
the Club and its members’ service to our com-
munity, state, and country.

The Columbia Club was originally formed in
1889 by local prominent Republicans as the
Harrison Marching Society to support the pres-
idential campaign of the last Hoosier presi-
dent, Benjamin Harrison. After the election,
the Society moved into a clubhouse on Monu-
ment Circle and changed its name to the Co-
lumbia Club to continue operating as a private
club. As its membership grew, the Columbia
Club became the premier private club in Indi-
anapolis. No longer a partisan club; the Co-
lumbia Club welcomes Hoosiers of all political
stripes and affiliations as members to share in
fellowship.

The Columbia Club’s members can also join
associations within the Club. It hosts the Co-
lumbian Business Network, Columbian Vet-
eran’s Association, Columbia Club Devine
Dames—a chapter of the National Red Hat
Society, and the Harrison Society—the Club’s
premier group for young professionals.

In 1925, the current home of the Columbia
Club was built on Indianapolis’ famed Monu-
ment Circle on the very location that the origi-
nal building was once located. In 1983, the
current structure was added to the National
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