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Deputy Commander Atlantic Fleet before com-
pleting the Navy Postgraduate School program 
in Monterey, California. In 1966, he was as-
signed to Fighter Squadron 111 aboard the 
USS Oriskany, where he completed two com-
bat tours in Vietnam and served as first Exec-
utive Officer and then Commanding Officer. 
Before returning to combat in Vietnam as the 
prospective Air Wing SIXTEEN Commander, 
subsequently selected for Captain and as-
signed as Chief of Staff and Operations Offi-
cer of Carrier Division SEVEN and then as 
Commanding Officer of the ammunition ship 
USS Mount Hood, Bob completed a tour in 
our Nation’s capital region. 

After the end of the war, he served as Com-
manding Officer of Roosevelt Roads Naval 
Station in Puerto Rico before later returning to 
Washington to command the Aviation Officer 
Distribution Division of the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. Following three decades of service 
as one of the finest Naval aviators in history, 
recording 650 carrier traps and with more than 
5,000 flight hours logged, as many 
servicemembers do, Bob found his way back 
to Pensacola where he completed his Naval 
service in 1983 as the Commanding Officer of 
the Naval Aviation Schools Command. 
Throughout his prestigious career, he received 
many awards, including three Legions of Merit, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, and the 
Bronze Star. 

Bob’s love for aviation, however, remained, 
and his artistic prowess proved too strong, as 
he went on to serve as the Naval Aviation Mu-
seum Foundation Director of Development for 
four years before becoming Director of the Na-
tional Naval Aviation Museum in 1987. During 
his tenure there, he produced hundreds of 
naval aviation watercolor pieces and several 
bronze sculpture works for the Museum, the 
Foundation, and several other historic venues, 
earning him the R.G. Smith Award for excel-
lence in naval aviation art. As a direct result 
of his efforts, the Naval Aviation Museum 
more than tripled in size and remains the most 
successful Naval museum in the country as 
close to one million people visit and enjoy the 
museum each year. 

My wife Vicki and I join Northwest Florida— 
and a grateful Nation—in thanking Captain 
Bob Rasmussen for his more than six dec-
ades of admirable military and public service 
and wish him all the best as he takes off in his 
retirement alongside his wife, Phyllis; their 
children, Kathryn and Eric; and grandchildren, 
Christopher, Ashton, Emily Page, Madison, 
Avery, and Jack. 
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in recognizing the 
wonderful accomplishments of the St. Berna-
dette School. 

St. Bernadette School, located in 
Northborough, Massachusetts, was recently 
named a 2014 National Blue Ribbon School 
by the U.S. Department of Education. Deeply 
rooted in Catholic ideals, St. Bernadette 

School strives to encourage intellectual curi-
osity, spiritual inspiration, and a high moral 
compass. Its rigorous academic program, 
commitment to Catholic values, and diverse 
student body has led the School to be called 
the ‘Flagship of the Diocese’ by the Most Rev-
erend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worces-
ter. 

Since its founding in 1997, St. Bernadette 
School’s enrollment has grown exponentially. 
The School’s current body of approximately 
500 students enables it to give students indi-
vidual attention while holding them to high 
academic standards. 

Through new initiatives, St. Bernadette 
School has incorporated technology into the 
learning process. Recently, the School has 
built a computer lab, a mobile Macintosh lab, 
and installed interactive whiteboards in every 
class room. An iPad program was also started 
in the 2012–2013 academic year, providing 
every student with additional learning opportu-
nities. Foreign language programs are re-
quired at every grade level, in addition to pre- 
algebra and project-based learning initiatives. 
This diverse curriculum has resulted in many 
middle school students at St. Bernadette being 
selected to the Junior Honor Society, an orga-
nization that recognizes achievement in Schol-
arship, Leadership, Service, Character and 
citizenship. 

St. Bernadette also fosters community 
through its extra-curricular programs, hosting a 
variety of family-oriented events and fund-
raisers throughout the year. The Parent Guild 
hosts events such as Spree Day, Family Pic-
nic, Walkathon, and more. The parents of St. 
Bernadette students also coach the school’s 
sports teams, which include basketball, cross 
country, golf, ski, and track. In addition, stu-
dents from grades 6–8 are divided into 
Houses, where they practice leadership and 
responsibility while planning communal out-
reach programs. 

None of this would be possible without the 
work of the talented educators and staff mem-
bers of St. Bernadette School. Principal Debo-
rah C. O’Neil has demonstrated a passionate 
commitment to the success of her students. 
Time and time again, this has been exempli-
fied through the School’s consistent growth 
rate and track record of achievements. 

I’m so proud to represent the faculty, stu-
dents, and staff of St. Bernadette School, and 
I cannot wait to hear about their future suc-
cesses. I ask you to join me in congratulating 
St. Bernadette School for being selected as a 
2014 National Blue Ribbon School. 
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TIONS OF MS. ALICE LIPPERT IN 
DEVELOPING A CRITICAL INFOR-
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COORDINATE THE EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE SERVICES OF THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND 
POWER COMPANIES FOLLOWING 
NATURAL DISASTERS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate my constituent, Ms. 
Alice Lippert of Fairfax, Virginia, on being se-

lected as a 2014 Samuel J. Heyman Service 
to America Medal finalist in the homeland se-
curity and law enforcement category. 

The nonprofit, nonpartisan Partnership for 
Public Service presents the Samuel J. 
Heyman Service to America Medals annually 
to pay tribute to America’s dedicated civil serv-
ants. These prestigious medals honor and cel-
ebrate an esteemed group of Federal employ-
ees that have achieved significant accomplish-
ments in the course of serving their country. 
Honorees are public servants who represent a 
broad and diverse array of disciplines and ca-
reer fields. All nominees exemplify the ideal 
Federal employee with respect to their strong 
commitment to mission, and the creativity and 
spirit of innovation each brings to his or her 
respective agency. 

Ms. Lippert is one of three United States 
Department of Energy officials who are being 
recognized for their significant contributions to 
the development of the groundbreaking data 
visual platform, known as EAGLE–I. EAGLE– 
I is our Nation’s first-ever system that can 
gather and share real-time emergency situa-
tion information on power and natural gas in-
frastructure. As one disaster program manager 
at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers noted, 
before EAGLE–I, ‘‘It was difficult to get a clear 
picture of what was going on. Now we rely on 
the DOE as the authoritative source.’’ 

According to the Partnership for Public 
Service, Ms. Lippert, a senior technical advisor 
in the Department of Energy’s Office of Elec-
tricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, was in-
strumental in recognizing that our country’s in-
ability to collect and access real-time data on 
energy infrastructure during an emergency 
represented a critical vulnerability that ham-
pered the Federal Government’s ability to ef-
fectively coordinate the response to major nat-
ural disasters, such as the destructive Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. 

Ms. Lippert was not satisfied with the status 
quo emergency response system, which was 
antiquated and cumbersome in requiring De-
partment personnel to directly contact energy 
companies to obtain data that would have to 
be manually entered into a data base. This 
process could take hours and did not provide 
Federal, State, and local first-responders with 
the real-time data they needed to gain situa-
tional awareness of a locality’s battered power 
and natural gas infrastructure. 

Ms. Lippert took the initiative by contacting 
two colleagues with subject matter expertise in 
advanced grid modeling and computer pro-
gramming. Together, these civil servants 
worked in-house to build EAGLE–I, which now 
covers 75 percent of all U.S. electricity cus-
tomers. However, it was not until October 
2012 that EAGLE–I was put to the test, and 
the true value of Ms. Lippert’s leadership and 
hard work was realized. 

In the aftermath of the damaging Hurricane 
Sandy, our Nation’s first-responders and 
emergency managers had access to regular 
updates on the grid status in the hard hit 
areas, enabling decisions to be guided by ac-
curate and up-to-date data and information. As 
the Department’s Assistant Secretary for Elec-
tricity Delivery and Energy Reliability noted, 
‘‘These reports were critical to decisions by 
federal, state and local officials in responding 
to and recovering from the catastrophe. The 
power outage reports gave insight to senior 
DOE leadership and responders that allowed 
them to make informed decisions, reducing 
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