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Louisiana. Decades later, he helped 
Governor Kathleen Blanco guide our 
State out of one of its darkest periods 
following the devastating impact of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita as chair-
man of the Louisiana Recovery Au-
thority. His leadership and expertise 
played an important role in the re-
building of a world-class quality, State 
public higher education system. 

On a personal note, Dr. Francis is one 
of our family’s closest and most cher-
ished friends, and he has most cer-
tainly earned his retirement. And as a 
devoted family man, I know he is look-
ing forward to more time with his dear 
wife Blanche, children and growing 
grandchildren. 

I am proud that Louisiana’s higher 
education system, especially our val-
ued Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, have had the strong lead-
ership and guidance of Dr. Francis over 
the years and I am grateful for his 
service. Dr. Francis’ leadership as the 
president of Xavier University will be 
missed; however, I have full faith and 
trust that he will continue to lead in 
improving the educational prospects 
and outcomes for Louisiana’s students 
in whatever role he pursues next. Once 
again, I am privileged and honored to 
formally recognize Dr. Norman Chris-
topher Francis for his commitment and 
efforts to strengthen higher education 
in Louisiana and the Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STUART CAMPBELL 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Stuart Campbell, an intern 
in my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Stuart is a graduate of Central High 
School in Aberdeen, SD. Currently, 
Stuart is attending Georgetown Uni-
versity, where he is majoring in 
Science and Technology in Inter-
national Affairs. Stuart is a dedicated 
worker who has been committed to get-
ting the most out of his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Stuart Campbell for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROSS DIETRICH 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ross Dietrich, an intern in 
my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Ross is a graduate of Roosevelt High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently, 
Ross is attending the University of 
South Dakota, where he is working to-
ward an M.A. in addiction studies. Ross 
is a dedicated worker who has been 
committed to getting the most out of 
his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Ross Dietrich for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO MARIA ECKRICH 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Maria Eckrich, an intern in 
my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Maria is a graduate of Lincoln High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently, 
Maria is attending American Univer-
sity’s School of International Service, 
where she is studying global govern-
ance, politics, and security. Maria is a 
dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of her 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Maria Eckrich for all of 
the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANNE KEOUGH 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Anne Keough, an intern in 
my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Anne is a graduate of Lincoln High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently, 
Anne is attending George Washington 
University, where she is majoring in 
international affairs/security policy 
and Arabic. Anne is a dedicated worker 
who has been committed to getting the 
most out of her experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Anne Keough for all of 
the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEGAN 
REIFFENBERGER 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Megan Reiffenberger, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC office, for 
all of the hard work she has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota. 

Megan is a graduate of Watertown 
High School in Watertown, SD. Cur-
rently, Megan is attending George 
Mason University, where she is major-
ing in English. Megan is a dedicated 
worker who has been committed to get-
ting the most out of her experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Megan Reiffenberger for 
all of the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KELSEY SAKOS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Kelsey Sakos, an intern in 
my Rapid City, SD office, for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Kelsey is a graduate of Stevens High 
School in Rapid City, SD. Currently, 
Kelsey is attending Black Hills State 
University, where she is majoring in 
political science/social science. Kelsey 
is a dedicated worker who has been 

committed to getting the most out of 
her experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Kelsey Sakos for all of 
the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING PROFESSORS OF 
THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I congratulate the four na-
tional winners of the U.S. Professor of 
the Year Award. Since 1981, this pro-
gram has recognized outstanding un-
dergraduate instructors throughout 
the country. A U.S. Professor of the 
Year was also recognized in 30 states 
and the District of Columbia. 

This award is hailed as one of the 
most prestigious honors bestowed upon 
a professor. To be nominated for this 
award requires dedication to the art of 
education and excellence in every as-
pect of the profession. There is no 
doubt that professors who personally 
vest themselves in each student shape 
the leaders of tomorrow. These individ-
uals should be proud of their accom-
plishments and contributions to a 
brighter future. 

I am particularly proud of Dr. 
Branislav Notaros, the State winner 
from Colorado. As a professor of elec-
trical and computer engineering and 
Director of the Electromagnetics Lab-
oratory at Colorado State University, 
Dr. Notaros’ research has been instru-
mental in advancing the field of 
electromagnetics. He has won numer-
ous awards in recognition of his work, 
including the 2005 IEEE Microwave 
Prize and the 2009 CSU Excellence in 
Teaching Award. 

I commend and thank Dr. Notaros 
and all the winners for their leadership 
and passion for educating our nation’s 
young leaders. No doubt they have in-
spired an untold number of students. I 
wish all of the honorees the very best 
in all their endeavors. Congratulations 
and best regards. 

The four national award winners are: 
Outstanding Baccalaureate Colleges 
Professor of the Year: Laurie Grobman, 
Professor of English and Women’s 
Studies, Pennsylvania State University 
Berks; Outstanding Community Col-
leges Professor of the Year: John 
Wadach, Professor of Engineering 
Science and Physics, Monroe Commu-
nity College; Outstanding Doctoral and 
Research Universities Professor of the 
Year: Sheri Sheppard, Professor of Me-
chanical Engineering, Stanford Univer-
sity and Outstanding Master’s Univer-
sities and Colleges Professor of the 
Year: Patricia H. Kelley, Professor of 
Geology, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington. 

The 30 state and District of Columbia win-
ners are: 

Alabama—Eric J. Fournier, Professor of 
Geography, Samford University; 

Arizona—James Sousa, Mathematics In-
structor, Phoenix College; 

California—Mitch Malachowski, Professor 
of Chemistry, University of San Diego; 
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Colorado—Branislav M. Notaroš, Professor 

of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Col-
orado State University; 

Connecticut—Hisae Kobayashi, Senior Lec-
turer in Japanese, Connecticut College; 

District of Columbia—Heidi Elmendorf, As-
sociate Professor of Biology, Georgetown 
University; 

Delaware—Beth Morling, Professor of Psy-
chological and Brain Sciences, University of 
Delaware; 

Florida—Rosany H. Alvarez, Mathematics 
Professor, Miami Dade College; 

Georgia—John A. Knox, Associate Pro-
fessor and Undergraduate Coordinator, De-
partment of Geography, University of Geor-
gia; 

Idaho—Karen Launchbaugh, Professor of 
Rangeland Ecology, University of Idaho; 

Illinois—Dan Gebo, Professor of Anthro-
pology, Northern Illinois University; 

Indiana—Michelle A. Whaley, Teaching 
Professor, Biological Sciences, University of 
Notre Dame; 

Kentucky—Cindy S. Tucker, Associate 
Professor, Computer and Information Tech-
nologies, Bluegrass Community and Tech-
nical College; 

Maryland—KenYatta Rogers, Professor of 
Theatre, Montgomery College Rockville 
Campus; 

Massachusetts—Beth McGinnis- 
Cavanaugh, Professor of Physics and Civil 
Engineering Technology, Springfield Tech-
nical Community College; 

Michigan—Cynthia Wade, Math Professor, 
St. Clair County Community College; 

Minnesota—Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, Pro-
fessor of Film, Minnesota State University 
Moorhead; 

Mississippi—Kenneth Sufka, Professor of 
Psychology and Pharmacology, University of 
Mississippi; 

Missouri—Andrea Nichols, Professor of So-
ciology, St. Louis Community College at 
Forest Park; 

Nebraska—Greg W. Zacharias, Professor of 
English and Director, Center for Henry 
James Studies, Creighton University; 

New Jersey—Darrin M. York, Professor of 
Chemistry, Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey; 

New York—Cynthia Jones, Lecturer, 
English Department, Hostos Community Col-
lege of The City University of New York; 

North Carolina—Karen Hornsby, Associate 
Professor of Philosophy, North Carolina A&T 
State University; 

Ohio—Elizabeth George, Professor of Phys-
ics, Wittenberg University; 

Oregon—Jennifer Corpus, Professor of Psy-
chology, Reed College; 

Pennsylvania—Richard L. Wallace, Pro-
fessor of Environmental Studies, Ursinus 
College; 

South Carolina—Milind N. Kunchur, Pro-
fessor, Department of Physics and Astron-
omy, University of South Carolina; 

Texas—Collin Thomas, Professor of Biol-
ogy, Collin College; 

Virginia—Paul Hanstedt, Professor of 
English, Roanoke College; 

West Virginia—Kateryna A.R. Schray, Pro-
fessor, Department of English, Marshall Uni-
versity; and 

Wisconsin, Scott Cooper, Professor of Biol-
ogy and Director of Undergraduate Research 
and Creativity, University of Wisconsin—La 
Crosse.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:48 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3398. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to provide assistance to support 
the rights of women and girls in developing 
countries, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3583. An act to expand the number of 
scholarships available to Pakistani women 
under the Merit and Needs-Based Scholar-
ship Program. 

H.R. 4012. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing, 
finalizing, or disseminating regulations or 
assessments based upon science that is not 
transparent or reproducible. 

H.R. 5448. An act to amend the John F. 
Kennedy Center Act to authorize appropria-
tions for the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

H.R. 5681. An act to provide for the ap-
proval of the Amendment to the Agreement 
Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland for Cooperation on the Uses 
of Atomic Energy for Mutual Defense Pur-
poses. 

H.R. 5728. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 and title 17, United 
States Code, to extend expiring provisions 
relating to the retransmission of signals of 
television broadcast stations, and for other 
purposes. 

At 11:58 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolution, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 119. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3398. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to provide assistance to support 
the rights of women and girls in developing 
countries, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 4012. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing, 
finalizing, or disseminating regulations or 
assessments based upon science that is not 
transparent or reproducible; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 3583. An act to expand the number of 
scholarships available to Pakistani women 
under the Merit and Needs-Based Scholar-
ship Program. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–7899. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Pen-
alty Inflation Adjustment for Commercial 
Space Adjudications; Second Amendment’’ 
((RIN2120–AK55) (Docket No. FAA–2014–0822)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 14, 2014; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–7900. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Proposed 
Establishment of Class E Airspace; Alma, 
NE’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2014– 
0745)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 14, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–7901. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Proposed 
Establishment of Class E Airspace; Cando, 
ND’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2014– 
0746)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 14, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–7902. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Proposed 
Establishment of Class E Airspace; Encinal, 
TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2014– 
0741)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 14, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–7903. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Thomas, OK’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2014–0263)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 14, 2014; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–7904. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revoca-
tion of Restricted Areas R–4105A and R– 
4105B; No Man’s Land Island, MA’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2014–0760)) received 
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