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REMEMBERING DELORES ‘‘DEE’’ 
PIPINO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to remember and honor the life of Delores M. 
‘‘Dee’’ Pipino, 83, who passed away on Octo-
ber 17, 2014 surrounded by her loving family. 

Dee devoted her life to her family. Her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
were her favorite topic of conversation and 
were her greatest source of pride and joy. As 
a lifelong resident of Poland, Ohio, Dee was 
an active part of her community as a longtime 
member of the Holy Family Parish and 
Fonderlac Country Club. Aside from being 
dedicated to her home and her family, she 
was an excellent cook and baker, a great sew-
ing and interior design student, all while re-
maining an avid reader. Dee’s three year bat-
tle with cancer was exhausting, but she faced 
it with a resilient courage and strength that will 
remain an inspiration to all who knew her. 

Preceded in death by her loving parents and 
husband, Donald; four sisters, Anne, Mary, 
Clara, and Janet; and her brother, Anthony. 
She will be deeply missed and her memory 
cherished by her children Mary, Chris, Sam, 
and Joe; grandchildren Eddie, Deloran and 
Donielle, Candace and Donald, Sammy, Gray-
son; great-grandchildren Luca and Dane. Al-
though no longer with us Dee’s loving memory 
will be cherished by all who knew her. We 
miss her. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEGRAFF MEMO-
RIAL HOSPITAL AS THE 2014 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize DeGraff Memorial Hospital as the 
2014 Chamber of Commerce of the Tona-
wandas Business of the Year. This award is 
especially relevant this year, as DeGraff Me-
morial is celebrating 100 years of service and 
care to Western New York. 

DeGraff Memorial Hospital is a Kaleida 
Health Facility that has served the Tona-
wandas and the Northtowns since 1914. A 
major employer in North Tonawanda, the hos-
pital has 70 inpatient beds to provide nec-
essary services. 

DeGraff’s versatility in health services is 
known throughout the region. The hospital is 
equipped to provide medical, surgical, and di-
agnostic services to both inpatients and out-
patients. In addition, long term residential care 
is offered through a Skilled Nursing Facility, 
and special rehabilitation units are available 
for patients that require extensive recovery 
through acute and subacute care. 

The progressive mission of DeGraff Memo-
rial places the community at the center. Each 
day, those employed by the hospital work to 
advance the health of the community and pro-
vide exceptional quality services to those in 
need, paired with a commitment to education 
and research that is accessible to all. The val-
ues of the hospital are accountability, patient- 
centered, integrity, and excellence. 

The hospital has received national recogni-
tion as a Nurses Improving Care for 
Healthsystem Elders Hospital for their excel-
lence in providing sensitive and exemplary 
care for those over 65 years of age. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
recognize DeGraff Memorial Hospital as the 
2014 Business of the Year for the Chamber of 
Commerce of the Tonawandas. I commend 
the hard work of those employed by the hos-
pital and their dedication to the health of our 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
JAMES T. CECIL 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. James T. 
Cecil of Lexington, Kentucky, for his distin-
guished military service during World War II. 
Mr. Cecil served our nation in uniform from 
August 26, 1942 to September 15, 1945. 

At the age of 19 years old, Mr. Cecil was 
one of 70 young men from Central Kentucky 
who voluntarily enlisted as a private in the Ma-
rine Corps with what was known as the Lex-
ington Platoon. Today, Mr. Cecil is the only 
surviving member of the original Lexington 
Platoon. 

During the United States’ campaign to 
achieve victory over the Axis Powers, Mr. 
Cecil entered the war by joining some of the 
bloodiest battles of the Pacific and continued 
to fight until the Empire of Japan signed the 
Japanese Instrument of Surrender on board 
the USS Missouri on September 2, 1954. 

Mr. Cecil was a member of the first wave of 
U.S. forces that stormed the islands of Saipan 
and Tarakan. He was delayed entering the 
battles on the island of Okinawa for one day 
due to a Japanese kamikaze plane striking the 
naval ship he was aboard and causing him 
and his fellow service members to abandon 
ship. Astonishingly, after floating in the shark 
infested waters for about 45 minutes, Mr. Cecil 
was rescued by a nearby U.S. naval vessel. 

On June 20, 1944, during fierce combat on 
the islands of Saipan, Mr. Cecil received 
shrapnel wounds throughout his body caused 
by an enemy’s exploding artillery ordinance. 
Because of a severe concussion that left him 
unconscious, Mr. Cecil was believed by his 
comrades to be dead. Miraculously, Mr. Cecil 
recovered and courageously returned to the 
battlefield, fighting until the Marines took con-
trol of the islands. 

When asked how he was able to make it 
through the dangers and challenges of war, 
Mr. Cecil said, ‘‘I took it one day at a time, 
and I did what I was supposed to do.’’ Today, 
he can still vividly recall his experience, and is 
often reminded of his involvements by gazing 
at a portrait of a Japanese officer whom he 
killed in combat. However, it was Mr. Cecil’s 
discovery of a map in the officer’s pocket 
which outlined many of the enemy’s artillery 
positions that earned him a battlefield pro-
motion from private to corporal. Mr. Cecil also 
earned a Purple Heart due to the injuries he 
sustained during battle. 

Mr. Cecil’s bravery and that of his fellow 
men and women in uniform secured our free-
doms for future generations. He is truly an 
outstanding American, a protector of freedom, 
and an inspiration to us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ADVERTISING 
INNOVATOR JOE PHILPORT, PH.D. 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to offer a tribute to a leader in ad-
vertising research and innovation—Joe 
Philport, Ph.D.—who plans to retire at the end 
of this year. 

I have a special appreciation for advertising, 
based on my professional background. After 
earning an MBA from Wharton, I started an 
advertising business in Atlanta, Georgia, rep-
resenting major corporations and other clients. 

Therefore, I know the importance of ratings 
when buying and selling media for advertising. 
All parties benefit from the availability of a 
trusted currency to measure audience. 

Dr. Philport led the development of a mod-
ernized method to measure audiences for out 
of home advertising. 

In 2002, he became chief executive officer 
of the Traffic Audit Bureau (TAB). In those 
days, out of home media was measured by 
traffic counts, or how many people were likely 
to pass by a billboard or a bus shelter. 

By early 2010, guided by Dr. Philport’s lead-
ership, TAB introduced a new ratings system 
that measures audiences that actually see out 
of home ads. 

The modernized TAB Out of Home Ratings 
provides detailed information about audiences, 
including age, gender, and ethnicity. 

This sort of information is important to those 
buying media, the customers. Mr. Speaker, I 
have been a longtime billboard customer, so 
these types of improvements in audience 
measurement are important to me personally. 

The ability to collect and analyze vast 
amounts of data offers benefits in the effi-
ciency of communicating messages. We all 
know the need to balance the use of data with 
respect for privacy. As a former advertising 
executive and as a buyer of advertising, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in commending Dr. 
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Joe Philport for his contributions to the adver-
tising industry and to wish him well in 
retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. PENNY 
LUKENBILL’S SERVICE TO MAR-
SHALL COUNTY, INDIANA 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Mrs. Penny Lukenbill, for her 
service and dedication to Marshall County and 
the State of Indiana for the past 15 years. 

A resident of Plymouth, Indiana, Penny and 
her husband Kenneth have been married for 
39 years. In 1981 they welcomed their son 
Adam who is now an attorney and partner in 
his father’s law firm Lukenbill and Lukenbill. 
Eager to continue her own education, Mrs. 
Lukenbill received her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from Indiana University South 
Bend in 1995, where she graduated cum 
laude. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Lukenbill has displayed a 
constant commitment to serving Hoosiers of 
Marshall County. In 1999 she was elected to 
serve as the county treasurer, and held that 
position until 2007, when she was elected as 
the Marshall County Auditor. In addition to her 
duties as auditor, she served as president of 
both the Association of Indiana Counties and 
the Indiana County Treasurers Association. 
Mrs. Lukenbill’s dedication to her community is 
evident from her past membership on the 
Plymouth Public Library Board of Trustees, 
Plymouth Park Board, and the Plymouth In-
dustrial Development Corporation Board. Dur-
ing Mrs. Lukenbill’s distinguished career in 
public service, she has received multiple 
awards and recognitions. In 2012, she re-
ceived Outstanding County Auditor from the 
Indiana Association of County Commissioners 
and in 2004, she was awarded the Plymouth 
Chamber of Commerce Public Servant of the 
Year. 

These awards are just a small reminder of 
how much Mrs. Lukenbill’s service has meant 
to the citizens of Marshall County. Her exem-
plary dedication to the community is seen in 
her service as an elder at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Plymouth and in leading 
past Lions Sight mission trips to Mexico. 

On behalf of Indiana’s Second Congres-
sional District, I am honored to recognize 
Penny Lukenbill’s service and her unprece-
dented community involvement throughout 
Marshall County. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ZONTA CLUB 
OF THE TONAWANDAS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Zonta Club of the Tonawandas 
as the Chamber of Commerce of the Tona-
wandas honors the club for their outstanding 
community service at their 2014 Awards Din-
ner. 

The Zonta Club of the Tonawandas was 
formed on April 15th, 1931, by founding offi-
cers Mrs. Helen Annis, Miss Althea Wilson, 
Miss Emma Barnard, Mrs. Lillian Dickson, 
Mrs. Benjamin Rand. Their Charter Members 
were Pauline VanVorhees, Marian Strum, Mar-
garet McNerney, Catherine Rowley Lautz, 
Clara Collins, Grace Eaton, Rena Hilton, and 
Edna Sutton. 

The mission of the Zonta Club is a world-
wide network of executives and professionals 
working together to advance the status of 
women worldwide through service and advo-
cacy. 

The Zonta Club of the Tonawandas focuses 
on scholarship awards to college bound stu-
dents and providing financial assistance to 
local outreach organizations. Annual scholar-
ships have been awarded to Tonawanda and 
North Tonawanda High School graduates. 
Local aid organizations that have benefitted 
from the generosity of the Zonta Club include 
Inner Faith Food Pantry, Meals on Wheels, 
Salvation Army and YWCA Carrel House. 

In partnership with the YWCA of the Tona-
wandas, the Zonta Club has developed ZAP, 
a computer education and training program for 
women. ZAP teaches basic keyboarding, 
Microsoft Word, and Microsoft Excel skills, 
which helps participants build independence 
and self-worth. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the Zonta Club of 
the Tonawandas for their excellent community 
service work. I wish them the best in all their 
future endeavors and commend their honor-
able mission. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD S. GOLD-
STEIN ON HIS INDUCTION INTO 
THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Richard Goldstein on his induction into 
the Affordable Housing Hall of Fame. Afford-
able Housing Finance magazine created the 
Hall of Fame in 2006, honoring those who 
shape, develop and preserve affordable hous-
ing by advocacy, drafting policy and legisla-
tion, and building projects. Rick Goldstein has 
earned and richly deserves his place in the 
Hall of Fame. 

Rick earned his undergraduate degree from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo 
and his Juris Doctor from Boston College 
School of Law and he is a partner in the law 
firm of Nixon Peabody LLP. He has worked 
tirelessly to preserve the low-income tax credit 
since its enactment in 1986, and is a national 
authority on the program. One of Rick’s part-
ners wrote, ‘‘This is a significant tribute recog-
nizing Rick’s leadership and experience coun-
seling syndicators, investors, developers and 
others on complex transactions and policy in-
volving the low-income housing tax credit.’’ 

Rick Goldstein’s stellar legal career has 
been dedicated to preserving the low-income 
housing tax credit and advising clients on how 
the tax credit will impact their businesses. He 
is a trusted advisor to many Members of Con-
gress who rely on him to assist in their legisla-

tive efforts on affordable housing. Rick is 
keenly aware of the need for more affordable 
housing in our nation and has said, ‘‘Some-
times Congress gets the Tax Code right,’’ re-
ferring to the Affordable Housing Credit. He at-
tributes the bipartisan support of the program 
to the fact that the tax credit truly goes to 
those it purports to benefit, not investors or 
developers of affordable rental housing, but 
the actual tenants of these housing develop-
ments. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in saluting and con-
gratulating Rick Goldstein as he receives this 
great honor. Thousands of families and indi-
viduals live in affordable, decent housing 
across our country today because of his work. 
Rick Goldstein has strengthened communities 
and our country through his extraordinary work 
and it is an honor to pay tribute to a great 
man, a prized professional and a valued 
friend. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COACH KEN SPARKS 
OF CARSON-NEWMAN UNIVERSITY 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I sub-
mit these remarks today to recognize Coach 
Ken Sparks of the Carson-Newman’s Eagles 
football program on becoming number 6 on 
the NCAA’s all-time career wins list with 324 
victories. As a member of this distinguished 
group, Coach Sparks has helped set the bar 
for athletic excellence in our corner of East 
Tennessee. This recognition stands as a tes-
tament to his hard work and dedication. 

Over his 35 year career at Carson-Newman, 
Coach Sparks has led the Eagles to five NAIA 
championships and 24 playoff appearances. 
Personally, he has attained many awards in-
cluding the12-time SAC Coach of the Year, 
the 2002 Division II Coach of the Year, and 
was inducted into the Tennessee Sports Hall 
of Fame. 

In addition to his successes on the field, 
Coach Sparks has also devoted his career to 
the development of his players within the com-
munity. Serving as mentor to countless young 
athletes, he has instilled the values of hard 
work and perseverance into those playing for 
him. Coach Sparks has served as an inspira-
tion to our community and has impacted the 
lives of those around him. 

I thank Coach Sparks for his service to Car-
son-Newman University and our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HER EXCELLENCY 
DEBORAH-MAE LOVELL, AMBAS-
SADOR OF ANTIGUA AND BAR-
BUDA 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to pay tribute to H.E. 
Deborah-Mae Lovell, Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador to the United States of America 
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and Antigua and Barbuda’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the Organization of American 
States (OAS) who distinguished herself in 
strengthening the bonds of friendship between 
Antigua and Barbuda and our country as well 
as by her work through the OAS in promoting 
peace and goodwill in our hemisphere. Am-
bassador Lovell will enter into retirement on 
December 1, 2014 having served her country 
for over thirty-one years, ten of which were 
spent in the roles of Ambassador and Perma-
nent Representative in Washington D.C. 

As Ambassador to the United States of 
America, Ambassador Lovell built bridges of 
understanding at both the executive and legis-
lative branches where she consistently en-
gaged officials on the imperative of imple-
menting mutually beneficial policies. Beyond 
this, she earned the trust of the fourteen mem-
ber independent countries of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) to lead discussions 
with members of the legislative branch on 
issues ranging from energy through security 
and immigration to trade. Always active in pro-
moting the rights of the underserved and the 
underrepresented, Ambassador Lovell was a 
passionate advocate for youth, afro-descents 
and women at the OAS. Propelled by the be-
lief that young people are our investment in 
the future, she identified youth empowerment 
as the theme when she chaired the Perma-
nent Council of the OAS. Her initiative was 
complemented by the thirty-four Foreign Min-
isters and Representatives of the highest pol-
icy making body of the OAS, the General As-
sembly, (the Thirty-Eighth Regular Session) 
who crafted a declaration, Youth and Demo-
cratic Values, that committed the hemisphere 
to strengthening the political, social and eco-
nomic participation of youth in the democratic 
process. 

During Ambassador Lovell’s tenure, Antigua 
and Barbuda spearheaded the adoption of two 
landmark Conventions at the OAS that would 
help to eliminate racism and intolerance. 
These were the Inter-American Convention 
against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Re-
lated Forms of Intolerance and the Inter-Amer-
ican Convention on All Forms of Discrimina-
tion and Intolerance. Furthermore, on the 
question of women’s rights, Ambassador 
Lovell has championed women entrepreneur-
ship and has worked against domestic vio-
lence. 

Ambassador Lovell is an ardent believer in 
international cooperation and by forming part-
nerships with friendly countries; she has laid 
the groundwork in establishing a modern ad-
dress system for her country that would lead 
to the better provision of government services 
such as the distribution of utilities. In 2010, 
Ambassador Lovell was bestowed a knight-
hood, the highest honor of Antigua and Bar-
buda for her services rendered in the field of 
diplomacy and carries the title Dame Com-
mander of the Most Distinguished Order of the 
Nation. Ambassador Lovell has received com-
mendations by the State of Maryland, the City 
of Baltimore, the Maryland House of Dele-
gates, the Lieutenant Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the National As-
sociation of Negro Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and the Consulate General of 
Antigua and Barbuda. Under Ambassador 
Lovell’s leadership, the Embassy of Antigua 
and Barbuda had been selected as one of the 
top ten embassies in Washington D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my fellow members of 
the House of Representatives agree that Am-

bassador Lovell deserves to be recognized for 
a job well done and for her many years of 
service to the people of Antigua and Barbuda, 
the United States of America and the Organi-
zation of American States. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF N.E. REED ON 
HIS RETIREMENT AS EDMONSON 
COUNTY JUDGE-EXECUTIVE 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of N.E. Reed. After serving more 
than 20 years as the Edmonson County 
Judge-Executive, N.E. will retire at the end of 
the year. 

Prior to taking elected office in 1994, N.E. 
taught at Kyrock Elementary School, was an 
employee at Cutler Hammer and worked in 
the dairy industry doing quality assurance. 

Throughout each of these jobs, N.E. has al-
ways been a fixture in the Edmonson County 
community. His list of accomplishments is 
long; from purchasing buildings to serve as 
the home of key local offices, to rebuilding 
others, N.E. has left his mark on Edmonson 
County. During his time as Chair of the Re-
gional Development Board, N.E. expanded the 
county’s buildings—all while leaving 
Edmonson County debt free. Basketball 
courts, playgrounds and walking trails are 
among the many additions he made by invest-
ing in local parks for the community. 

Mammoth Cave, which covers a large part 
of Edmonson County, didn’t become what it is 
today overnight. N.E. ensured that families 
who sold land to create the park were pro-
tected and that the land would be preserved 
for future generations to enjoy. 

N.E.’s commitment and selflessness is clear 
to everyone in Edmonson County. But it is 
even more evident that by putting the people 
first, he has established a strong community 
that will benefit the entire region for years to 
come. 

I am grateful for all of N.E.’s hard work and 
dedication to the people of Edmonson County. 
I wish him well on his retirement and look for-
ward to continuing to work with him in the 
community. 

f 

HONORING ‘‘RAMBLIN’ LOU’’ 
SCHRIVER AS HE RECEIVES THE 
2014 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Lou Schriver as he receives the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Chamber of 
Commerce of the Tonawandas. Known as 
Ramblin’ Lou, the Tonawanda native’s distin-
guished career in broadcasting is worthy of 
praise. 

Born and raised on Young Street in Tona-
wanda, New York, Ramblin’ Lou worked at his 
father’s riding academy during his childhood. 
While he has earned national recognitions, he 

has always remained close to his roots, doing 
all he can to promote the Tonawandas. 

In 1947, Ramblin’ Lou started a ‘‘Twin Cit-
ies’’ radio show on 1440AM in Niagara Falls, 
New York to honor merchants in the Tona-
wandas. He has performed many assemblies 
at Tonawanda High School to benefit various 
charitable causes and community members. 
Annually, Lou and Charlie Fleischman orga-
nized an annual benefit show for the ‘‘Twin 
Cities’’ for over 25 years. Since the introduc-
tion of Canal Fest in 1983, the Ramblin’ Lou 
Family Band has performed at the iconic 
Tonawanda festival. 

A lifetime member of Musicians’ Local #209/ 
106 of Tonawanda, Lou served as the presi-
dent and general manager of WXRL Radio. 

Ramblin’ Lou is the recipient of many local 
and national honors. In 1978, he was inducted 
into the Walkway of Stars in the Country 
Music Hall of Fame in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Other honors include the induction into the 
Buffalo Music Hall of Fame in 1996; the Distin-
guished Broadcaster Award from the Buffalo 
Broadcaster Pioneers in May 1998; the Tona-
wanda High School Distinguished Alumni 
Award in May 2002; serving as Grand Mar-
shall for the Canal Fest Parade in July 2007; 
and election into the New York State Country 
Music Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the life and career 
of Ramblin’ Lou Schriver. His broadcast excel-
lence and promotion of his hometown are hon-
orable, and I wish him the best in all his future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING RETIREMENT OF 
POLICE OFFICER JOHN M. POPPE 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Police Officer George M. Poppe 
as he retires after more than 24 years of law 
enforcement service. 

Officer Poppe began his law enforcement 
career in 1990 as a Police Officer with the City 
of Albany. On November 3, 1997, he was 
hired as a Police Officer with the Fairfield Po-
lice Department. Officer Poppe served the 
community in various capacities that included 
Patrol, Violent Crime Suppression, and Major 
Crimes Investigation. Some of his most signifi-
cant contributions to the Police Department 
have been the special assignments he held in-
cluding Special Activity and Felony Enforce-
ment (SAFE Team), Special Weapons and 
Tactics (SWAT Team), K–9 Handler, Firearms 
Instructor, and Field Training Officer. 

Officer Poppe has received numerous com-
mendations from citizens and coworkers, and 
he was awarded two Lifesaving Medals, the 
first in 2000 and the second in 2001, for his 
heroic intervention, exemplary performance 
and dedication to duty during two critical and 
life-threatening incidents. 

Officer Poppe has been a valued employee 
and his commitment to the community was 
evidenced on a daily basis. He is a loyal rep-
resentative of the law enforcement community 
and admired for his hard work, dedication, and 
positive work ethic. 
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IN MEMORY OF THOMAS ‘‘TOMMY’’ 

THOMPSON 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a 
heavy heart today to honor an amazing life, 
and a legendary career. On November 6th, 
America lost one of the great innovators in 
medical technology and a dear friend of mine, 
Thomas ‘‘Tommy’’ Thompson. While Tommy 
Thompson may not be a household name, 
there is not one household in America who 
has not been touched by his life’s work. 

Tommy was a dynamic medical device inno-
vator whose passion in life was to improve the 
human condition. And in this pursuit he was 
immensely successful. But Tommy wasn’t con-
tent with his own successes, he wanted to 
make sure that the countless doctors, engi-
neers and other innovators in this field also 
had an environment where they could develop 
medical breakthroughs. Tommy was the type 
of leader who didn’t just point out problems, 
he tirelessly fought to fix them. In 1992, he 
joined with a group of innovators to establish 
the Medical Device Manufacturers Association 
to give the innovative and entrepreneurial sec-
tor of the industry a strong and independent 
voice in the nation’s capital. What started as 
a handful of medical technology companies 
has grown to nearly 300 members across the 
United States. Under Tommy’s leadership, the 
association helped drive countless policies 
and regulations that improved patient care and 
innovation. For the past few years, Tommy 
discussed the devastating impact the medical 
device tax was having on innovators trying to 
develop the cures of tomorrow. Tommy was 
also a tireless advocate to ensure patients and 
physicians had access to the technologies 
they needed, and worked to remove barriers 
and roadblocks so that they could obtain the 
best care possible. There is no question that 
medical technology innovators today are 
standing on the shoulders of Tommy and all 
the passion and hard work he dedicated to-
wards improving the innovation ecosystem. To 
honor Tommy, I will continue to work to repeal 
this tax. 

Tommy’s passion also extended to helping 
organizations and individuals in his home state 
of Texas. He devoted countless hours to many 
of his favorite organizations there including the 
Fairhill School, the Foundation for Lovejoy 
Schools, and Phi Kappa Sigma at The Univer-
sity of Texas. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife 
Betty and all his family and loved ones at this 
difficult time. We have all lost a great man 
whose love of improving patient care was sec-
ond only to that for his family. 

At one time or another everyone wonders 
what kind of legacy our lives might produce, 
and what it is that future generations may say 
about our brief time here on Earth. Tommy 
never said it—he was too humble and too 
magnanimous—but I will: Tommy Thompson 
was a legend and a leader in the medical de-
vice industry, allowing patients around the 
world to live longer, healthier lives. He gave 
so much of his time, treasure and talents, 
never expecting anything in return. Whether 
helping a local school or giving time to mentor 
an engineer just starting in the field, Tommy 

cared about people and improving this world. 
That is his legacy. That is what he will always 
be known for. That is a legacy anyone would 
be proud of, and we will be forever grateful for 
all that Tommy did on behalf of patients and 
innovators. 

Thomas ‘‘Tommy’’ Thompson led a life dedi-
cated to that old-fashioned notion that if you’re 
focused on helping others, you truly can 
change the world. Tommy did change the 
world, and we are all better off thanks to his 
selfless passion and generosity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. MIKE 
MCCALL ON HIS RETIREMENT AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE KENTUCKY 
COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE SYSTEM 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Dr. Mike McCall. After more 
than 15 years serving as the President of the 
Kentucky Community and Technical College 
System (KCTCS), Dr. McCall will retire in Jan-
uary 2015. 

KCTCS, a network of 16 colleges located 
throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
currently educates more than 92,000 students. 
Kentucky’s Second District is fortunate to be 
the home of three of those campuses— 
Owensboro Community and Technical Col-
lege, Southcentral Kentucky Community and 
Technical College and Elizabethtown Commu-
nity and Technical College. 

During Dr. McCall’s tenure, KCTCS has 
grown to be the largest provider of post-sec-
ondary education in the Commonwealth. 
Today, KCTCS represents nearly 50 percent 
of all undergraduate college students, serving 
more than 5,000 businesses and training more 
than 52,000 employees on an annual basis. 

Dr. McCall has been the recipient of numer-
ous awards and honors, but it is Kentucky that 
is the real winner. Dr. McCall’s career dedi-
cated to better serving community and tech-
nical colleges has been one that will create a 
lasting impact on the Commonwealth. I wish 
Dr. McCall well during this new phase of his 
life and know that KCTCS will continue to 
grow and prosper. 

f 

HONORING MARK E. SALTARELLI 
AS THE 2014 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Mr. Mark E. Saltarelli as he is recog-
nized as Citizen of the Year by the Chamber 
of Commerce of the Tonawandas. Mr. 
Saltarelli is a practicing attorney and former 
acting City Court Judge, whose dedication to 
public service and the law is commendable. 

A graduate of the University of Buffalo and 
Syracuse Law School, Mr. Saltarelli practices 
at Saltarelli and Associates, P.C., in the city of 
Tonawanda. He is a trusted attorney whose 
sound legal advice has helped many in the 
community for decades. 

In addition to his legal work, Mr. Saltarelli 
has leadership roles in many non-profit organi-
zations, including the Knights of Columbus, 
the Tonawanda Club, the Kiwanis Club of the 
Tonawandas, the Riviera Theatre, Gateway 
Harbor, Inc., and Buffalo’s Franciscan Center. 
Mr. Saltarelli is involved heavily in the St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish Council and their 
school board. While the school is in danger of 
closing, Mr. Saltarelli has joined with many in 
the community in an attempt to keep the 
school open. 

A family man, Mr. Saltarelli enjoys spending 
time with his wife Marcia and their two chil-
dren, Rachel and Mark Thomas. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Mark Saltarelli, the Chamber of Com-
merce of the Tonawandas Citizen of the Year. 
I congratulate Mr. Saltarelli on this honor and 
wish him continued success in all his future 
endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING STEP AFRIKA! ON 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating Step Afrika! on its 20th anniver-
sary, which will be celebrated on December 4, 
2014. 

Founded two decades ago, Step Afrika! was 
originally created as a cultural exchange pro-
gram with the Soweto Dance Theatre of Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, and has grown to 
become an internationally recognized dance 
company. 

Stepping is a uniquely American art form 
that originated on the campuses of Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities. Step Afrika! 
is the first professional company dedicated to 
the art of stepping. Step Afrika! promotes an 
appreciation for stepping through perform-
ances and arts education programs in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, across the rest of the United 
States and around the world. 

Step Afrika! specializes in the use of step-
ping as an educational tool for young stu-
dents. Step Afrika! brings stepping and its as-
sociated values of teamwork, commitment and 
discipline to students in classrooms, non-tradi-
tional dance venues and performing arts 
venues. Step Afrika! introduced stepping to 
the Kennedy Center’s Teaching Artist program 
in 1998, and served as the first step group for 
the Washington Performing Arts’ Concerts in 
Schools program. In 2005, Step Afrika! earned 
its first DC Mayor’s Arts Award for Out-
standing Contribution to Education, in ac-
knowledgement for its expanding role in arts 
education. Step Afrika! brings stepping to 
more than 20,000 students each year. 

Step Afrika! is also globally renowned. The 
organization serves as an official Cultural Am-
bassador for the U.S. State Department. It has 
represented the United States and countries 
around the world including South Sudan. Step 
Afrika! has also provided moral, welfare, and 
recreation programs for service members 
overseas in Bahrain and Djibouti. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Step Afrika!, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:46 Dec 03, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K02DE8.005 E02DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1687 December 2, 2014 
its Founder and Executive Director, C. Brian 
Williams, and the Chair of Step Afrika!’s Board 
of Directors, Jacqueline N. Francis, M.D. on 
20 years of service to the District of Columbia 
and the rest of the United States. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF OPINION 
EDITORIAL ON CANNED TUNA 
MADE BY CHILD LABOR 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, the 
following opinion editorial on canned tuna 
made by child labor. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 8, 2014] 
TUNA FIRMS SPAR OVER SCHOOL LUNCH 

ACCESS 
(By Kevin Bogardus) 

The world’s largest tuna companies are 
making a splash in Washington with a fight 
over rules that keep some catches out of 
school lunches. 

StarKist and Tri Marine are clashing with 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea over the 
Agriculture Department’s strict Buy Amer-
ican standards for where tuna is cleaned, 
canned and shipped. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea lose 
under the rules. Both companies have facili-
ties that process tuna in the United States, 
but their product is also cleaned overseas. 
Under the USDA standards, their tuna can-
not be served in schools, denying them ac-
cess to a lucrative market. 

StarKist, on the other hand, has a major 
operation in the U.S. territory of American 
Samoa. Tri Marine is building up a new facil-
ity in the territory as well. 

The two factions are sparring over lan-
guage in the House agricultural appropria-
tions bill that would require the USDA to 
issue a report on how the department could 
revise its Buy American standards, including 
‘‘the option for less than 100 percent of the 
value of the tuna product be United States 
produced.’’ 

The language could be slipped into the om-
nibus spending bill that lawmakers aim to 
release sometimes this week. If it becomes 
law, that report could clear the way for 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea to begin 
selling to schools. 

Millions of dollars in government sales are 
at stake, including for American Samoa, 
where tuna is a linchpin of the island econ-
omy. 

The fight over the provision has become 
bitter, with both sides hurling charges of 
child labor and inhumane working condi-
tions at the other. 

‘‘I suspect most members don’t have the 
facts yet on where Bumble Bee and Chicken 
of the Sea source their tuna. And if they 
would be informed, they would not be sup-
portive of this language,’’ said Jim Bonham, 
chairman of the government affairs practice 
at Manatt, Phelps & Phillips. 

Bonham lobbies for Tri Marine, founded in 
Singapore, and StarKist, which is 
headquartered in Pittsburgh but owned by 
Korea’s Dongwon Industries. StarKist’s tuna 
qualifies for the USDA’s school nutrition 
program because it’s processed in American 
Samoa, and Tri-Marine’s catch should as 
well once its plant is up and running. 

But their competitors want in on the ac-
tion. 

‘‘For years, we have been trying to revise 
these standards. So instead of 100 percent 

U.S. content, we would revise it down to 80 
percent,’’ said Jeff Pike, CEO of Pike Associ-
ates, which lobbies for Bumble Bee. ‘‘We are 
buying fish from U.S. boats. We are working 
with U.S. fishermen. We have a U.S. factory 
and we are the only U.S.-owned major 
brand.’’ 

Tuna purchases by the U.S. government 
represent a significant chunk of change. The 
USDA’s purchases of canned and pouched 
tuna have equaled around $20 million per 
year over the past decade. 

The provision under scrutiny could upend 
that market, critics argue. 

‘‘The parameters of the study are so nar-
row, we know what the outcome will be. It 
asks them [the USDA] to come up with mul-
tiple options to erode the Buy American 
standards,’’ Bonham said. 

Bumble Bee’s advocate contends that 
changing the standards would simply bring 
competition to American Samoa’s tuna in-
dustry. 

‘‘There is a lot of sympathy for American 
Samoa. I’m convinced, even with the change, 
the government will still buy tuna from 
American Samoa,’’ Pike said. ‘‘Tuna is high 
in protein. Tuna is low in fat. What is your 
objection to putting competition into the 
school lunch program so kids can eat more 
tuna fish?’’ 

American Samoa has consolidated lob-
bying forces to protect its golden industry. 
Last summer, StarKist, Tri Marine, the 
Chamber of Commerce of American Samoa 
and others formed the Stronger Economy for 
American Samoa Coalition. 

The group has worked to promote Amer-
ican Samoa, including highlighting a Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette op-ed by Pittsburgh 
Steeler Troy Polamalu that discussed the 
‘‘economic distress’’ in the territory. 

Mark McCullough, a coalition spokesman, 
said loosening the Buy American standards 
would hurt American Samoa. 

‘‘Congress needs to be partnering with the 
islands’ public and private industry leaders 
on a new economic development plan, not 
costing more Americans their jobs by weak-
ening what it means to buy America,’’ 
McCullough said. 

Del. Eni Faleomavaega (D), American Sa-
moa’s delegate on Capitol Hill, has sought to 
substitute the report language with his own 
measures that would target Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea. One proposal would have 
USDA study whether child labor was used to 
process tuna bought by the government. 

Faleomavaega’s aides have given a 
PowerPoint presentation, obtained by The 
Hill, that cites human rights reports that 
blast Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea for 
using Thai facilities, where workers alleg-
edly suffer terrible conditions while cleaning 
tuna. 

‘‘It is disgraceful to suggest that poor kids 
in Asia should be forced to provide tuna 
sandwiches for America’s school lunch pro-
gram. Bumble Beeware! It is time for Amer-
ica to know the truth about Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea,’’ Faleomavaega said in a 
statement to The Hill. 

In opposition to the language, 
Faleomavaega has sent letters to select 
members of the House and Senate Agri-
culture panels, Appropriations agriculture 
subcommittees and to Senate Majority Lead-
er Harry Reid (D–Nev.). The delegate has 
also asked for help from House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.), according to 
his office. 

‘‘I suspect most consumers don’t want to 
buy child labor tuna. . . . Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea are kicking a hornet’s 
nest here,’’ Bonham said. 

StarKist’s critics said the company has 
used the Thai plants as well, but its sup-
porters say the company has made sure not 

to sell any foreign-processed tuna to the U.S. 
government. 

StarKist has had to contend with a Food 
and Drug Administration ‘‘warning letter’’ 
for poor workplace conditions in 2011. That 
halted its tuna sales to the USDA, but back-
ers of the company say the issue has since 
been resolved. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea also 
have their supporters in Congress. Rep. 
Linda Sánchez (D–Calif.) introduced legisla-
tion last year that would loosen the Buy 
American standards for tuna. 

‘‘It simply provides more flexibility to the 
Department of Agriculture’s canned tuna 
purchasing program. The Tuna Competition 
Act is designed to bolster domestic indus-
try,’’ said Mattie Muñoz, a Sánchez spokes-
woman. 

Bumble Bee has a tuna canning plant in 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif.—based in Sanchez’s 
district—that employs more than 300 work-
ers. 

‘‘Congresswoman Sanchez is always happy 
to fight for job creators in the 38th District. 
However, it is important to note that this 
bill will help US tuna producers nationally,’’ 
Munoz said. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 14, 2014] 
BOYCOTT CANNED TUNA MADE BY CHILD LABOR 

(By Rep. Eni Faleomavaega (D–American 
Samoa)) 

As an Asia-Pacific American and former 
chairman and current ranking member of 
the House Foreign Affairs subcommittee on 
Asia and the Pacific, I hope that Congress 
and consumers will boycott efforts by Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea to introduce 
canned tuna made by child labor into Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea are dis-
qualified from providing canned tuna to the 
Department of Agriculture’s school lunch 
program because both companies clean their 
tuna in factories in Thailand, which use 
child, trafficked, and other forced and ex-
ploited labor. The Environmental Justice 
Foundation says ‘‘the processing industry in 
Thailand does not just have a problem with 
human rights abuses, but is built on it.’’ This 
brutal business practice is a gross violation 
of the Department of Agriculture’s Buy 
America program and is simply un-Amer-
ican. 

USDA provisions exist to ensure that fed-
eral dollars are spent on products that are 
available and produced 100 percent in the 
United States. Buy America provisions also 
exist to ensure the highest quality goods are 
being purchased by the U.S. government, and 
they are being manufactured in a manner 
consistent with American policies as related 
to child labor, working conditions and 
wages. 

StarKist, which operates in the U.S. Terri-
tory of American Samoa, complies with Buy 
America provisions. At StarKist Samoa, our 
workers fully manufacture canned tuna from 
the whole fish through to the final, labeled 
product. On occasion, if enough whole fish is 
not available, StarKist has in the past used 
frozen loins to supplement the whole fish. 
However, in compliance with USDA regula-
tions, StarKist uses segregated lines to make 
sure only whole fish processed 100 percent in 
the U.S. is used for the school lunch pro-
gram. 

Despite misinformation put forward by 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea, Amer-
ican Samoa’s workers are local citizens and 
legal residents from the neighboring country 
of Samoa. StarKist abides by U.S. labor and 
environmental laws, and pays workers in ac-
cordance with federal minimum wage stand-
ards as determined by the U.S. Congress, un-
like tuna factories in Thailand where Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea clean their 
fish. 
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In response to proponents who say there is 

no competition in America’s school lunch 
program, Tri Marine is making a $50 million 
investment in American Samoa. Tri Marine 
intends to use the same business model as 
StarKist by cleaning the whole fish through 
to the final, labeled product. 

And as for those trying to take advantage 
of a temporary interruption of canned tuna 
to America’s school lunch program due to a 
warning letter StarKist received from the 
Food and Drug Administration in 2011 about 
deviations from the Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control of Point and Low Acid Food 
requirements, the suspension has been lifted 
and had nothing to do with the debate at 
hand. 

Furthermore, Bumble Bee and Chicken of 
the Sea have come under fire from the FDA 
due to problems with seams on their can lids 
not meeting safety standards. In 2013, both 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea issued a 
nationwide recall of their canned tuna prod-
ucts because their faulty seals could make 
the tuna vulnerable to spoilage and contami-
nation, which could sicken consumers. Trag-
ically, in 2012, a tuna worker was cooked to 
death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California, 
and the company was fined and cited for 
egregious safety violations. 

Once you unveil the truth, it is crystal 
clear that proponents of changing the Buy 
America requirements for canned tuna in our 
school lunch program are the same pro-
ponents who believe poor children should 
sweep floors in exchange for their lunch. It is 
bad enough that child labor and human 
rights abuses exist. But it is disgraceful to 
suggest that poor kids in Asia or anywhere 
else should be forced to provide tuna sand-
wiches for America’s school lunch program. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 28, 2014] 
THE BUZZ ON BUMBLE BEE 

(By Del. Eni Faleomavaega (D–American 
Samoa)) 

Bumble Bee has been lobbying Capitol Hill 
since 2007 to introduce canned tuna made by 
child labor to America’s schoolchildren and 
troops under the guise of creating competi-
tion, reducing prices for government agen-
cies and increasing the presence of a healthy 
school lunch option for our children. Chicken 
of the Sea (COS) joined the effort in 2009. 
Both companies clean their tuna in low-wage 
countries like Thailand where human rights 
abuses, including the use of child labor, are 
rampant in the processing industry. 

Chicken of the Sea is owned by Thai 
Union, which is under investigation for em-
ploying 14- to 17-year-old migrants. Bumble 
Bee’s supplier in Thailand is Sea Value, and 
Unicord is part of the Sea Value group, 
which is also under heavy criticism for the 
same human rights and child labor viola-
tions. Bumble Bee owns a 10 percent share in 
Sea Value. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) knows about human trafficking in 
the canned tuna industry and said no to the 
guise. However, with the support of Rep. 
Jack Kingston (R-Ga.), Bumble Bee and COS 
succeeded in getting language inserted in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2014, 
which now requires the USDA to submit a re-
port within 60 days regarding potential ways 
that would allow a revision of the Master So-
licitation for Commodity Procurements for 
the purchase of canned tuna. 

This is just a disingenuous way of request-
ing that the USDA weaken the USDA’s 100 
percent Buy America provisions and permit 
canned tuna made by child labor into Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. In response, I 
called for a boycott on Jan. 14. And on Jan. 
15, Rep. Kingston, who is my friend, clarified 
his intent regarding Buy America provisions. 

As reported by The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution, Kingston stated, ‘‘I think the con-
cern is, what can you do to not necessarily 
go into the Buy American provision, but are 
there alternatives?’’ 

On Jan. 16, Chris Lischewski—CEO of Bum-
ble Bee—perhaps troubled that he may be 
losing Kingston’s support, buzzed all about 
how Bumble Bee uses companies in Thailand 
to clean some of its tuna (The Hill’s Con-
gress blog: ‘‘Sorry, Charlie, but that’s a fishy 
story’’) and how he ‘‘knows’’ those compa-
nies don’t violate child labor standards be-
cause they sign a statement saying they 
don’t. Every schoolchild in America knows 
you can’t rely on an offender to tell the 
truth about whether or not they have of-
fended. 

According to the Environmental Justice 
Foundation, Thailand’s processing workforce 
is ‘‘90 percent migrant and a large proportion 
is unregistered and trafficked.’’ As acknowl-
edged by Thailand, its government cannot 
account for the well-being of its migrant 
workers. 

The U.S. Department of Labor reported in 
2012 that ‘‘the Government [of Thailand] 
lacks current nationwide data on child labor 
. . . and children continue to be engaged in 
the worst forms of child labor, including in 
hazardous activities in . . . seafood proc-
essing.’’ 

And so, while Chicken of the Sea and Bum-
ble Bee opt to continue the un-American 
practice of having their canned tuna made 
by child labor in Thailand. StarKist chooses 
to clean its tuna in American Samoa. And 
yes, unlike Lischewski, every schoolchild in 
America also knows that American Samoa is 
part of the United States. 

Canned tuna supplied by StarKist for 
America’s school lunch program is 100 per-
cent made in the USA. On the rare occasion 
that StarKist uses frozen loins, it maintains 
a separate, segregated line in accordance 
with USDA guidelines to assure no frozen 
loins or foreign-cleaned fish is used in Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. 

StarKist, a U.S. corporation and a sub-
sidiary of the Dongwon Group of South 
Korea, abides by all U.S. labor and environ-
mental laws. 

As for monopolies, according to a Govern-
ment Accountability Office report, since 
2006, companies like Bumble Bee that use 
child labor to make their canned tuna oper-
ate at a $7.5 million per year advantage and 
climb over companies like StarKist that 
make their canned tuna in the USA. 

Regarding safety standards, in 2013, both 
Chicken of the Sea and Bumble Bee issued a 
nationwide recall of their canned tuna prod-
ucts because their faulty seals could make 
the tuna vulnerable to spoilage and contami-
nation, which could sicken consumers. Trag-
ically, in 2012, a tuna worker was cooked to 
death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California, 
and the company was fined and cited for 
egregious safety violations. 

And so, while Bumble Bee’s slogan may be 
Eat, Live and BeeWell, I believe consumers 
should consider a new label for a company so 
intent on selling tuna made by child labor to 
America’s school children and troops: Bum-
ble Bee Ware. 

[For Immediate Release, Mar. 16, 2014] 
BUMBLE BEEWARE, WHY AMERICA’S SCHOOL 

KIDS SHOULD JUST SAY NO TO TUNA SAND-
WICHES MADE BY CHILD LABOR 
The WSJ opines about how fish is brain 

food and ought to be served up in school 
cafeterias. I would agree except for the whale 
of a tale the WSJ has penned up about Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea. 

The WSJ reports that the FDA found 
StarKist’s American Samoa processing oper-

ation wasn’t up to health standards, and 
that’s why we have no tuna in school cafe-
terias. Only last year, Chicken of the Sea 
and Bumble Bee issued a nationwide recall of 
their canned tuna due to spoilage and con-
tamination. In 2012, an employee was cooked 
to death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California. 

Bumble Bee has little regard for its work-
ers much less kids here or abroad, and nei-
ther does Chicken of the Sea. Both compa-
nies use child labor in Thailand to clean 
their tuna. Asian kids and other exploited 
workers are paid approximately $0.75 cents 
an hour to manually cut off the head, fins, 
and tail, and scrape off the skin. After the 
hard work is done, Bumble Bee and Chicken 
of the Sea ship the clean tuna back to the 
U.S. where about 200 workers in California 
and 200 in Georgia are paid to $12 to $18 an 
hour to put it in a can. 

By hook or crook both companies then 
claim they’re American as apple pie and 
ought to be able to provide canned tuna for 
the USDA’s 100% Buy America school lunch 
program. Thankfully, reputable human 
rights organizations, including FinnWatch, 
and renowned human rights activists like 
Andy Hall, who is known to Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and Congressional Gold Medal 
recipient Aung San Suu Kyi, have docu-
mented the fraud. 

Chicken of the Sea is owned by Thai 
Union, the world’s largest tuna exporter. 
Bumble Bee is supplied by and has interest 
in the Sea-Value owned Unicord factory in 
Thailand. FinnWatch found that both fac-
tories in Thailand employed 14- to 17-year 
old migrants. More than half of those inter-
viewed reported workplace abuses including 
physical and verbal harassment, dangerous 
working conditions, high employment reg-
istration fees, and confiscation of passports. 

When your work papers and passports are 
confiscated, you become a slave to your em-
ployer. This is why the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s 2013 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) re-
port underscores that ‘‘the risk of labor traf-
ficking among Burmese migrant workers in 
the seafood industry in [Thailand]’’ is high; 
‘‘57 percent of those surveyed experienced 
conditions of forced labor.’’ 

The AFL-CIO has filed a petition with the 
U.S. Trade Representative asking that the 
trade preferences for Thailand be suspended 
or terminated because the government in 
that country has failed to take meaningful 
steps to address worker and human rights 
abuses in a number of sectors, including sea-
food processing, or fish cleaning. Wal-Mart 
should also call for a boycott and take 
canned tuna made by Bumble Bee and Chick-
en of the Sea off their shelves. 

Most of all, the USDA shouldn’t feed 
canned tuna made by child labor to Amer-
ica’s school kids. Neither should Congress. It 
would be un-American to do so. 

StarKist, a subsidiary of a Korean com-
pany, is headquartered in Pennsylvania, USA 
and cleans its tuna in the U.S. Territory of 
American Samoa where our sons and daugh-
ters have served in record numbers in every 
U.S. military engagement from World War II 
to present. Our enlistment rates per capita 
are one of the highest in any State or Terri-
tory. 

Yes, StarKist employs our cousins from 
the neighboring island of Samoa, but we 
don’t employ children, and we don’t pay 
workers $0.75 cents and less per hour. Our 
employees are legal residents, paid in ac-
cordance with federal minimum wage laws 
and our canneries abide by all U.S. laws and 
regulations. That’s why canned tuna made in 
American Samoa qualifies for the USDA’s 
100% Buy America school lunch program. 

Once upon a time, Chicken of the Sea and 
Bumble Bee also qualified. For more than 50 
years, Chicken of the Sea operated in Amer-
ican Samoa and Bumble Bee in Puerto Rico. 
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In 2009, Chicken of the Sea closed its oper-
ations, outsourced more than 2,000 jobs to its 
parent company in Thailand, and set up a 
skeletal crew in Georgia USA. In 2012, Bum-
ble Bee left Puerto Rico, also outsourced 
American jobs to Thailand, and now keeps a 
small crew in California. By choice, neither 
company qualifies anymore to sell canned 
tuna to America’s school kids because by 
choice their tuna is no longer 100% Made in 
the USA. 

And that’s why Chicken of the Sea and 
Bumble Bee are having a tuna meltdown. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, December 1, I missed a series of 
Roll Call votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on #532 and #533. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EL CATAÑO 
‘‘LA CASITA’’ COMMUNITY GARDEN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize El Cataño, affectionately known as 
‘‘La Casita’’ Community Garden, which cele-
bration took place on Saturday, June 7th in 
celebration of the 2014 National Puerto Rican 
Day Parade. In 1994, Jose and his sister Es-
ther Reyes decided to look for an empty lot to 
start a community garden. The garden would 
be named after the Town of Cataño, which is 
located across from the bay of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. The lot was a rat infested dump-
ing ground for garbage, needles and crack 
vials, before Jose and Esther took on the chal-
lenge and collected over 200 signatures 
throughout the immediate neighborhood to ac-
quire the lot in support of a community gar-
den. Support grew from community organiza-
tions and businesses, which enabled Jose and 
Esther to acquire the lot and to clean it. In 
1995, La Casita de Cataño Community Gar-
den was born. 

Traditionally, there is a Puerto Rican Day 
Festival held each Saturday before the pa-
rade—New York City’s third largest—along 
Third Avenue in East Harlem, with community 
members transforming the El Cataño Commu-
nity Garden into a celebration of Puerto Rican 
food and music. The presiding Mayor of 
Cataño often joins local residents in the festivi-
ties at the garden, where a past mayoral 
plaque commends the successful work of its 
founder Jose Reyes—who established the 
garden 20 years ago—in organizing tour-
naments between the El Cataño Community 
Garden’s own baseball team and teams in 
Puerto Rico. 

La Casita stood up to the Giuliani’s Adminis-
tration efforts to close the garden in favor of 
market rate and commercial development. In 
2008, under the leadership of the late City 
Councilman Philip Reed, El Cataño Commu-
nity Garden was saved. Councilman Reed en-
listed the New York Restoration Project 

(NYRP) to restore this 2,500-square-foot site 
in partnership with Denali Construction. Re-en-
visioned by acclaimed landscape designer Bil-
lie Cohen, the space—Cohen’s tenth garden 
design for NYRP—features an intricate pattern 
of bluestone tiles in front and pavers arranged 
in concentric circles in the back of the garden. 
Additional highlights include planting beds for 
perennials such as roses and rhododendron. 
El Catailo’s new design is well-suited to the 
garden’s primary use as a community gath-
ering space and frequent site of birthday par-
ties, christenings and baby showers, as well 
as children’s activities and educational work-
shops. In addition, local senior citizens use the 
garden to play cards and dominoes and, each 
year, NYRP partners with garden members to 
host a family-friendly domino tournament. This 
garden is situated in an area starved for open 
green space within blocks of 10 schools and 
in close proximity to five New York City Hous-
ing Authority properties. The densely popu-
lated neighborhood’s residents are primarily of 
Hispanic, Latino and African-American de-
scent. 

The Board of Directors of the El Cataño 
Community Garden remain in constant contact 
with their counterparts in their hometown of 
Cataño, Puerto Rico. Every June and through 
the assistance of Carmen ‘‘Puruca’’ Ruiz they 
are honored to receive the Honorable José A. 
Rosario Meléndez, Mayor of Cataño during 
their annual National Puerto Rican Day week-
end of activities at La Casita Community Gar-
den. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me and the New York 
Congressional Delegation in paying tribute to 
Jose and Esther Reyes as they continue to 
maintain and keep the culture of Puerto Rico 
alive at ‘‘La Casita de Cataño’’. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY GRANT 
FUNDING IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about National Emergency Grant fund-
ing in American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Oct. 20, 2009] 
FALEOMAVAEGA THANKS U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR FOR RELEASING OVER $24 MILLION TO 
ASSIST CLEAN-UP AND RECOVERY EFFORTS 
IN AMERICAN SAMOA 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the U.S. Department of Labor has 
released over $24 million in National Emer-
gency Grant Funds to assist clean-up and re-
covery efforts in American Samoa. 

‘‘I want to personally thank my good 
friend and former colleague, U.S. Secretary 
of Labor Hilda Solis, for releasing more than 
$24 million in National Emergency Grant 
funds to help American Samoa rebuild,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘The people of American 
Samoa are deeply appreciative of the support 
we are receiving from the federal govern-
ment in the aftermath of the earthquake and 
tsunami that struck our islands on Sep-
tember 29, and I thank the Obama Adminis-
tration, the U.S. Congress, FEMA, Secretary 
Solis, and all others for standing with us as 
we begin the long and difficult process of re-
building our homes and lives.’’ 

‘‘I also want to thank Senator Inouye and 
Senator Akaka for their unwavering support. 
Earlier today, we released a joint statement 
applauding Secretary Solis’ decision to re-
lease more than $24 million in aid and, dur-
ing these trying times, I want to thank both 
Senators for their heartfelt words and condo-
lences.’’ 

‘‘With the outpouring of prayers being of-
fered in our behalf, I have every confidence 
that American Samoa will rebuild but we 
will never be the same without the ones we 
have lost. This is why I continue to convey 
my condolences to the families and friends 
who have lost loved ones, and pledge to do 
all I can as we work to recover.’’ 

The full text of the U.S. Department of La-
bor’s notification, which was sent to 
Faleomavaega, Senator Inouye, Senator 
Akaka, and to members of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), of 
which Faleomavaega serves as Vice-Chair, is 
included below: 

NOTIFICATION 
DEAR FALEOMAVAEGA/ INOUYE/ AKAKA 

STAFF AND CAPAC, Attached is a release an-
nouncing a $24,857,608 National Emergency 
Grant award from the U.S. Department of 
Labor to assist clean-up and recovery efforts 
in the wake of a tsunami that struck Amer-
ican Samoa on Sept. 29. 

This grant is for clean-up and recovery 
from a natural disaster. National Emergency 
Grants are part of the secretary of labor’s 
discretionary fund and are awarded based on 
a state’s ability to meet specific guidelines. 

[Press Release, Oct. 20, 2009] 
$25 MILLION GRANT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA 

CLEAN-UP AND RECOVERY 
U.S. Senators Daniel K. Akaka and Daniel 

K. Inouye (D–Hawaii) and Delegate Eni 
Faleomavaega (D–American Samoa) today 
applauded a $24,857,608 federal grant to assist 
cleanup and recovery efforts in American 
Samoa following last month’s destructive 
tsunami. The U.S. Department of Labor 
awarded the funds to American Samoa’s De-
partment of Human Resources to create 
more temporary jobs to assist in recovery ef-
forts. 

‘‘I attended a memorial service in Wash-
ington this past weekend and was reminded 
of the tremendous toll this tsunami took: 
Entire villages destroyed, children and 
grandparents lost, livelihoods ruined,’’ Sen-
ator Akaka said. ‘‘This grant will help Amer-
ican Samoa create temporary on-island jobs 
so residents can begin rebuilding their homes 
and infrastructure, surveying environmental 
damage, and repairing damaged industries.’’ 

‘‘Our thoughts and prayers continue to be 
with those affected by the earthquakes and 
tsunami in American Samoa. The trauma 
suffered by the people dealing with the dev-
astation and tragic loss of life is difficult to 
comprehend. These funds will help rebuild 
and restore the property that was destroyed 
and damaged and hopefully restore some 
semblance of the lifestyle that was lost,’’ 
said Senator Inouye. 

Delegate Faleomavaega said: ‘‘I want to 
personally thank my good friend and former 
colleague, U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda 
Solis, for releasing more than $24 million in 
National Emergency Grant funds to assist 
clean-up and recovery efforts in American 
Samoa. The people of American Samoa are 
deeply appreciative of the support we are re-
ceiving from the federal government since 
the earthquake and tsunami struck our is-
lands on September 29 and, once more, I 
thank the Obama Administration, the U.S. 
Congress, FEMA, Secretary Solis and all 
others for standing with American Samoa as 
we begin the long and difficult process of re-
building.’’ 
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‘‘Our hearts go out to the victims and sur-

vivors of the recent tsunami in American 
Samoa,’’ said Secretary of Labor Hilda L. 
Solis. ‘‘Today’s grant will support ongoing 
recovery efforts and help American Samoans 
put their lives back together.’’ 

Of the $24,857,608 announced today, 
$8,285,870 will be released initially. Addi-
tional funding up to the amount approved 
will be made available as the territory dem-
onstrates a continued need for assistance, 
according to the Department of Labor. 

On September 29, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) declared all is-
lands in the United States territory of Amer-
ican Samoa eligible for FEMA’s Public As-
sistance Program. As a senior member of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, Senator Akaka has been 
briefed by FEMA officials on initial recovery 
efforts to send food, water, cots, medical sup-
plies, and working vehicles from the FEMA 
Pacific Area Office warehouse in Honolulu to 
American Samoa. Senator Akaka worked to 
establish and maintain this office beginning 
in 1991 in order to protect isolated Pacific is-
land communities. 

For more information on National Emer-
gency Grants, visit http://www.doleta.gov/ 
NEG. 

[Press Release, Apr. 21, 2010] 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR NOTIFIES 

FALEOMAVAEGA THAT OVER $16 MILLION 
WILL BE RELEASED TO ASG FOR ABOUT 2,200 
TEMPORARY WORKERS TO CONTINUE CLEAN- 
UP AND RECOVERY EFFORTS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) notified him this evening that it will 
release $16,571,738 to ASG for about 2,200 tem-
porary workers to continue clean-up and re-
covery efforts in the wake of the tsunami 
that struck American Samoa on September 
29, 2009. 

On October 19, 2009 a National Emergency 
Grant (NEG) was approved for up to 
$24,857,608, with $8,285,870 released initially. 
This incremental and final NEG award will 
bring total NEG funds awarded for clean-up 
and recovery efforts to $24,857,608. 

‘‘I want to again thank my good friend and 
former colleague, U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Hilda Solis, for releasing more than $24 mil-
lion in NEG funds to help create about 2,200 
temporary jobs in American Samoa,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘I first contacted Sec-
retary Solis in May of 2009 regarding NEG 
funds in response to Chicken of the Sea’s an-
nounced closure and, on May 7, 2009, I pro-
vided Governor Togiola with the contact in-
formation necessary to request assistance 
for our workers, noting that any request put 
forward must originate with the Governor.’’ 

‘‘While that effort was underway between 
ASG and DOL, American Samoa was struck 
by a tsunami on September 29, 2009. In re-
sponse to the tsunami, DOL immediately and 
preemptively reached out to ASG and as-
sisted ASG in preparing and processing a dis-
aster national emergency grant application. 
On October 19, 2009, ASG was then awarded 
over $24 million to create about 2,200 tem-
porary jobs for clean-up and recovery ef-
forts.’’ 

‘‘Discussions continue about how this 
grant might be more fully expanded, if nec-
essary. For now, the American Samoa De-
partment of Human Resources is responsible 
for the administration of the grant and ASG, 
in consultation with the DOL, determines 
who qualifies for temporary work.’’ 

‘‘Again, I thank DOL for its swift response 
in providing temporary work for the people 
of American Samoa. The DOL can be assured 
that the people of American Samoa are ap-
preciative of the support the federal govern-

ment is providing them, especially as we 
work together to rebuild and retool,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

[Press Release, June 28, 2012] 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AWARDS $500,000 

IN SUPPLEMENTAL NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
GRANT FUNDING TO AMERICAN SAMOA DE-
PARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
Congressman Faleomavaega today an-

nounced that the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) this week awarded approximately 
$500,000 in supplemental National Emergency 
Grant (NEG) funding to the American Samoa 
Department of Human Resources. 

According to DOL, the funding will provide 
for the continuation of workforce develop-
ment services to workers who held tem-
porary jobs to assist with the clean-up and 
recovery efforts following the earthquake 
and tsunami and subsequent flooding that 
struck American Samoa in 2009. 

The initial NEG award of $24,857,608 was 
approved on October 19, 2009, with $8,285,870 
released initially and a second increment of 
$16,571,738 was approved and released on 
April 21, 2010. The supplemental funding of 
$500,000 announced this week will bring the 
total NEG funds awarded for this project to 
$25,357,608. With the supplemental funding, 
the project’s period of performance is also 
extended for two quarters, so that all par-
ticipants have more time to finish their full 
complement of reemployment services. 

‘‘I want again to thank my good friend and 
former colleague, U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Hilda Solis, for releasing more than $25 mil-
lion over the past three years in National 
Emergency Grant funds for American 
Samoa,’’ Faleomavaega stated. 

‘‘Immediately following the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami that struck our is-
lands on September 29, 2009, the Department 
of Labor notified my office as well as the of-
fices of Senator Inouye, Senator Akaka, and 
the Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus, informing us of the outpouring of 
millions of dollars of federal funding to help 
American Samoa with clean-up and recovery 
efforts. The funding also provided for needed 
jobs to employ American Samoans and help 
with our local economy,’’ Faleomavaega 
added. 

‘‘I also want to thank and acknowledge the 
great work by our local leaders in the Amer-
ican Samoa Department of Human Re-
sources, including Department Director Eve-
lyn Langford and NEG Program Manager 
Tuimavave Tauapa’i Laupola, for the tre-
mendous job they’ve done in managing this 
program as well as their tireless efforts in 
addressing the multifaceted needs of the Ter-
ritory in the aftermath of the devastating 
2009 tsunami. I have every confidence that 
this funding will continue to help our Terri-
tory rebuild,’’ Congressman Faleomavaega 
concluded. 

f 

HONORING CLYDE HAWES 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Clyde Hawes from New Ma-
drid, Missouri for his exceptional years of serv-
ice as Presiding Commissioner of New Madrid 
County. 

Mr. Hawes has set a wonderful example of 
public service and dedication to bettering our 
community. This month he will be retiring after 
serving as Presiding Commissioner for 36 

years. Before that Mr. Hawes also served as 
Assessor of New Madrid County for 20 years 
while owning and operating his family farm. 
Mr. Hawes has spoken at several public 
events sharing his knowledge about business, 
agriculture, and civic matters. 

Apart from his work as commissioner, Mr. 
Hawes is a Sunday school teacher at his 
church. As a devoted family man, Clyde sets 
a precedent for others to follow by committing 
to a balancing work and family. 

For his years of service and all the work he 
has done to strengthen our community, it is 
my pleasure to recognize the achievements of 
Clyde Hawes and congratulate him on his re-
tirement before the House of Representatives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. ROBERT 
HEINEMAN 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay my re-
spects to a long time leader in higher edu-
cation in my district. Dr. Robert Heineman has 
taught at Alfred University, my alma mater, 
since 1971, and was one of my professors of 
political science. He has shaped the thought 
of generations of Alfred University students 
and encouraged them to get involved in their 
communities and, specifically, to get involved 
in the political process. 

Dr. Heineman holds a BA from Bradley Uni-
versity and both a MA and a Ph.D from Amer-
ican University. He has taught at Eastern 
Washington State College, Bradley University 
and Alfred University. He is a two time recipi-
ent of Alfred University’s Excellence in Teach-
ing Award and is the author of many book 
chapters and articles on the American Political 
System. 

His activities extend beyond the classroom 
and into the Alfred community. Dr. Heineman 
served as an elected member of the Allegany 
County Legislature, Village of Alfred Board 
and as Village Justice in the Village of Alfred. 
He is the current chair of the advisory board 
of the Allegany County Youth Court. He has 
worked extensively to make the communities 
of Alfred and Allegany County better places to 
live. 

Dr. Heineman has been married to his wife 
Alice for over 55 years and they have raised 
three children Phillip, Karen and Cheryl. 

Our system of representative democracy 
cannot endure without each new generation of 
citizens being educated to appreciate its un-
derlying philosophy and precepts. A commu-
nity cannot flourish without engaged citizens of 
all ages participating in civic life. Dr. Robert 
Heineman has dedicated his life to the work of 
encouraging young people to love and respect 
the political process handed down to us by the 
founders and, more importantly encouraged 
them to not just watch from the sidelines but 
get in the game and be part of our democracy. 
It is a privilege as one of Dr. Heineman’s 
former students to be able to praise him as a 
member of the House of Representatives. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NAOMI 

PATRIDGE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Naomi Patridge who is leaving the Half Moon 
Bay City Council after serving a remarkable 
career of leadership spanning almost two dec-
ades. 

Naomi and her husband, Howard, have 
lived in Half Moon Bay for nearly 45 years. 
Naomi is the Energizer Bunny of Half Moon 
Bay. For example, prior to serving on the 
council, she served for 14 years on the city’s 
Parks and Recreation Commission. She has 
also served on the board of the Half Moon 
Bay Beautification Committee, the organizer of 
the annual Art and Pumpkin Festival. Half 
Moon Bay is a thriving, seaside community 
that annually hosts tens of thousands of visi-
tors on one weekend in October when the 
pumpkins come to market and the tourists 
from around the country come to this charm-
ing town. The festival is a major fundraising 
event for civic improvements. Naomi has been 
at the heart of the festival for many years. 

When the girls of Half Moon Bay think of 
softball, they think of Naomi Patridge. She has 
spent decades with the Half Moon Bay Girls 
Softball League and was instrumental in cre-
ating a permanent field as a home for genera-
tions of young ball players. Some may mourn 
the recent passing of Candlestick Park in San 
Francisco, but in Half Moon Bay the citizens 
celebrate the field that Naomi spent decades 
to secure. Her focus is on healthy living, and 
it is evident in the energy she poured into 
teams that always had good sportsmanship 
and fun as the center of their purposes. 

Naomi has also been instrumental in cre-
ating a coastside bike trail that bears her 
name. Half Moon Bay is filled with bicyclists 
who travel for both pleasure and work. Naomi 
was concerned about the workers who had to 
peddle in the early morning hours and who 
were not safe. She was equally concerned 
about tourists who might get into trouble riding 
along the coastal highway. While she joined 
with others to create this wonderful amenity, it 
was her advocacy before local funding agen-
cies that helped to secure much of the money 
for a trail that ultimately bore her name. 

Mr. Speaker, as fun as it may be to bicycle 
along the coast or on Main Street in Half 
Moon Bay, Highway 92 can be a real head-
ache for coastside residents. Naomi Patridge 
pushed relentlessly for a coastal road that fit 
in with local sensibilities about growth and de-
velopment while also helping to relieve the 
frazzled nerves of residents. 

When one thinks of Naomi, one also thinks 
of the quiet, dedicated employee of the school 
district. One thinks of the quiet, dedicated ad-
vocate and volunteer for seniors. One thinks 
of the vocal advocate for Half Moon Bay’s li-
brary, and of the woman behind the table 
dishing out a heaping plate of hot food at the 
annual Farm Day luncheon. One also thinks of 
the advocate for housing the elderly and lower 
income farm worker residents of Half Moon 
Bay. 

However, when thinking of Naomi, one must 
inevitably also think of the cool city 
councilmember evaluating a tough decision, 

and then casting a tough vote. There were 
times in the city’s history when its finances 
were in order and times, particularly after re-
cessions or a court judgment, that the city’s fi-
nances were in deep distress. Naomi took the 
heat for difficult decisions during all of these 
budget hearings. When improving, fixing or 
supplementing basic public infrastructure was 
the concern, Naomi was a well-reasoned 
voice. 

In fact, Naomi has been a voice of modera-
tion and common sense for so many decades 
that one might also call her a civic thermom-
eter. If it gets too hot in the debate, Naomi 
acts to cool things down. If the community 
isn’t concerned enough about needed services 
or improvements, Naomi switches on to heat 
things up a bit, and to stir up questions and 
dialogue. Always moderate, Naomi can be 
counted on to keep the civic area of Half 
Moon Bay as comfortable as possible despite 
the inevitable challenges that occur in local 
democratic governance. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to call Naomi a 
dear friend and colleague. I dare say there 
has not been a more constructive leader in 
Half Moon Bay than Naomi Patridge. While we 
will miss her service to us all, we will have her 
example of thoughtful citizenship to inspire us 
for years to come. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF 
FALEOMAVAEGA’S EFFORTS TO 
ESTABLISH A NATIONAL GUARD 
PRESENCE IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about efforts to establish a National 
Guard presence in American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Sept. 28, 2005] 

FALEOMAVAEGA REQUESTS EXPEDITED ASSIST-
ANCE IN ESTABLISHING A HAWAII NATIONAL 
GUARD PRESENCE IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

Congressman Faleomavaega announced 
today that as a follow up to his discussions 
with Major General Robert Lee, Adjutant 
General for the State of Hawaii, he is re-
questing expedited assistance in establishing 
a Hawaii National Guard presence in Amer-
ican Samoa. 

General Lee and I have been discussing 
how best to establish a National Guard Unit 
in American Samoa, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. We have agreed that the 
best way is to establish a branch of the Ha-
waii National Guard in American Samoa. 
Governor Linda Lingle of the State of Ha-
waii supports our efforts as does Governor 
Togiola. 

At this time, General Lee and I have 
agreed that it is in the best interest of Amer-
ican Samoa that our Guard unit should be a 
weapons of mass destruction and civil sup-
port team which will respond to terrorist 
threats and natural disasters. Our team will 
be locally recruited in American Samoa and 
will be based in the Territory. 

The only remaining issue is that we must 
encourage the National Guard Bureau to ex-
pedite our request. The Bureau has been 
working on this request for more than a year 
and, for this reason, I have written to Gen-
eral Lee and asked for his assistance. Gen-
eral Lee is the Commander of all National 

Guard Units for the State of Hawaii and our 
branch would be under his Command. 

Once our request is approved, ASG will 
need to enter into a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with the State of Hawaii. 
Governor Linda Lingle and Governor Togiola 
stand ready to sign this MOU and I am hope-
ful that with our latest efforts this will be in 
the very near future. 

As always, I thank General Lee for his con-
tinued support for the people and troops of 
American Samoa. General Lee is to be com-
mended for his dedication, commitment and 
leadership. I also thank Governor Lingle for 
without her support we could not move for-
ward in establishing a branch of the Hawaii 
National Guard in American Samoa. I also 
thank Governor Togiola and, above all, I 
thank our military men and women for their 
service to our country, the Congressman 
concluded. 

[Press Release, Nov. 16, 2005] 
FALEOMAVAEGA AND MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT 

LEE MEET TO DISCUSS THEIR ONGOING EF-
FORTS TO ESTABLISH NATIONAL GUARD UNIT 
IN AMERICAN SAMOA 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he met with Major General Rob-
ert Lee, Adjutant General for the State of 
Hawaii, to discuss their ongoing efforts to 
establish a National Guard Unit in American 
Samoa. The meeting was held in the Con-
gressmans Washington office. 

As a follow-up to our efforts to establish a 
National Guard unit in American Samoa, 
Major General Lee and I met again to discuss 
the progress we are making, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. Senator Inouye has been 
supportive of our work for a number of years 
now and I am pleased that based on our dis-
cussions Major General Lee has forwarded 
my most recent correspondence and also a 
new Memorandum to Lieutenant General 
Stephen Blum, Chief, National Guard Bu-
reau. 

Dated October 26, 2005, Major General Lees 
Memorandum requests allowances for Hawaii 
to support a National Guard Unit in Amer-
ican Samoa. The Memorandum states: Amer-
ican Samoa continues to express great con-
cern about the lack of local response capa-
bility. The CSTs (Civil Support Teams) cur-
rently within the region would be hard 
pressed to support an incident in American 
Samoa without substantially degrading its 
own abilities to respond to and sustain oper-
ations in support of a local incident. The ad-
ditional team would be in lieu of creating 
and stationing a CST, or portion thereof, in 
American Samoa. 

The team will be stationed in Hawaii with 
the HIARNG responsible for recruiting to fill 
the additional positions. Soldiers will be 
sought from Hawaii and American Samoa. 
The additional team will operate and train 
under the command and control of the 93d 
CST. The primary training location will be 
Hawaii, with training in American Samoa 
also being a necessity in order to provide for 
advance planning and coordination with 
proper offices and agencies local to Amer-
ican Samoa. 

We are pleased that Governor Togiola of 
American Samoa and Governor Lingle of Ha-
waii have joined in to support our efforts and 
that both are ready to enter into an agree-
ment regarding the stationing, training, and 
employment of the Civil Support Team. At 
this time, General Lee and I are hopeful that 
General Blum will act to expedite our most 
recent request especially since this matter 
has been pending for some time. 

Once again, Major General Lee has noted 
that the Hawaii National Guard stands ready 
to support its neighbors in the Pacific and, 
in turn, we thank the State of Hawaii for 
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standing with us. At this time and on behalf 
of the people of American Samoa, I thank 
General Lee for his continued support. As a 
people, we are deeply appreciative of the 
service he renders in support of our troops 
and we commend him for his dedication, 
commitment and leadership, the Congress-
man concluded. 

[Press Release, Mar. 13, 2009] 
FALEOMAVAEGA PUSHES AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

FOR AMERICAN SAMOA 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he is pushing to establish a Ha-
waii Air National Guard unit in American 
Samoa. On January 28, 2009, Faleomavaega 
wrote to Senator Inouye and also met with 
the Senator on January 29. On March 12, 
2009, he sent a letter to General Craig R. 
McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau. A complete text of the letter, which 
was copied to Senator Daniel K. Inouye, fol-
lows: 

Dear General McKinley: 
I am writing as a follow-up to discussions 

I have had with U.S. Senator Daniel K. 
Inouye, Major General Robert Lee who is 
The Adjutant General (TAG) for the State of 
Hawaii, and also Major General Darryll D.M. 
Wong, Commander of Hawaii Air National 
Guard, regarding the establishment of a Ha-
waii Air National Guard unit in Pago Pago, 
American Samoa. 

Major General Lee and Major General 
Wong have informed me that you are aware 
of this request, and that our efforts look 
promising. I thank you for your support 
which is critical to our success, and I am 
hopeful that you will join me in sending a 
joint letter to Governor Togiola Tulafono so 
that we may expedite this process. 

As you may know, American Samoa has a 
per capita enlistment rate in the U.S. mili-
tary which is higher than any State or U.S. 
Territory. Our sons and daughters have 
served in record numbers in every U.S. mili-
tary engagement from WWII to present oper-
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan. We have 
stood by the United States in good times and 
bad, and I believe this relationship would 
only be strengthened by establishing a de-
tachment of the Hawaii Air National Guard 
in American Samoa. 

Faleomavaega concluded his letter by stat-
ing, ‘‘I am hopeful to work with you on this 
important initiative, and I congratulate you 
on being the first four-star General in Na-
tional Guard history.’’ 

[Press Release, June 11, 2014] 
CONGRESSMAN FALEOMAVAEGA MEETS WITH 

GENERAL WOJTECKI TO DISCUSS NATIONAL 
GUARD FEASIBILITY STUDY 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he met with Brigadier General 
Timothy Wojtecki, Vice-Director of Force 
Structure, Resources and Assessment for the 
National Guard Bureau (NGB) to discuss the 
feasibility study now underway for a Na-
tional Guard unit in American Samoa. Colo-
nel Mike Mellor, Branch Chief of the Force 
Capabilities and Requirements Analysis Di-
vision, and Master Sergeant (MSG) Bryan 
Rotherham, Joint Programs Legislative Li-
aison, also attended the meeting held in the 
Congressman’s Washington, DC office. 

‘‘I want to personally thank BG Wojtecki 
for the update he provided me regarding the 
feasibility study on establishing National 
Guard units in American Samoa and CNMI,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘In 2013, the House and 
Senate agreed to my request to include lan-
guage in the National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) authorizing a feasibility study 
and I am pleased that the Department of De-
fense (DOD) and the National Guard Bureau 
have formed the study team and are now 
conducting an assessment.’’ 

‘‘BG Wojtecki works under the command 
of General Grass of the National Guard Bu-
reau, and the NGB is coordinating with the 
DOD as this study moves forward. With the 
United States pivoting towards the Asia Pa-
cific, I have asked the DOD and NGB to con-
sider foremost the strategic importance of 
both American Samoa and CNMI, especially 
since our military men and women serve our 
nation in record numbers. BG Wojtecki 
agreed that this would be a top consider-
ation.’’ 

‘‘Other areas that are being reviewed are 
force structure, demographics, what units 
would be best suited and if a National Guard 
unit can be sustained in American Samoa 
since the local government would have to 
participate in cost-sharing. Also, there are 
many legal matters which must be ad-
dressed, including the need for lawyers to as-
sess how National Guard legalities would fit 
with local law but I am confident we can re-
solve any issues that might be of concern.’’ 

‘‘One issue that BG Wojtecki and I agreed 
on, which Governor Lolo also supports, is 
that due to legal issues American Samoa 
may not be able to have a guard unit func-
tion under the Hawaii National Guard be-
cause, unlike the Reserve, different rules 
govern the National Guard.’’ 

‘‘And so, if the study team recommends a 
guard unit for American Samoa and should 
the DOD agree, our next step would be to in-
clude funding in the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for 2016, and after that we 
could still be looking at three years out be-
fore we transition into a fully functioning 
National Guard. If we succeed, then the Gov-
ernor would select an Adjutant General but 
a Colonel would also be appointed who would 
work directly with General Grass of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau. The Colonel would 
oversee all U.S. fiscal funding, property, and 
equipment and would report directly to the 
National Guard Bureau.’’ 

‘‘In hopes that we can one day make this a 
reality, I also suggested, and the Brigadier 
General Wojtecki agrees, that we should con-
sider having a National Guard unit co-share 
the Reserve building, and the study team 
would review this option as a cost-savings to 
strengthen our case for establishing a Na-
tional Guard presence in American Samoa.’’ 

‘‘BG Wojtecki also informed me that the 
timeline for the study to be completed could 
be as early as September or as late as No-
vember or December of this year, given that 
the NGB needs to coordinate with DOD, 
USAR, and other federal agencies to make 
sure the study team has the most accurate 
information possible upon which to base its 
recommendation. BG Wojtecki and I firmly 
believe the NGB and DOD must receive input 
from Command Sergeant Major Iuniasolua 
Savusa, who was once a candidate for CSM of 
the Army.’’ 

‘‘In fact, they said that the study requires 
his input since he is the Director of Home-
land Security in American Samoa. To allevi-
ate any concern about his time commitment, 
I was assured in today’s meeting that the 
time commitment on CSM Savusa’s part 
would be minimal making it possible for him 
to devote all of his time and attention to his 
job as Director of Homeland Security while 
also contributing his unparalleled expertise 
to this historic study.’’ 

‘‘I very much look forward to working 
closely with Governor Lolo to make sure 
that the study put forward by the team is as 
strong as possible in hopes that the rec-
ommendation from the NGB and the DOD 
will be for the establishment of a National 
Guard unit in American Samoa. With the 
support and the prayers of the people of 
American Samoa, it is my intent to work 
hand in hand with Governor Lolo and our 
local leaders until we accomplish our goal,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

[Press Release, Dec. 11, 2013] 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 

2014 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA) for 2014 contains a provi-
sion requiring the Department of Defense 
(DOD) to do a feasibility study on estab-
lishing National Guard units in American 
Samoa and the CNMI. The House is expected 
to vote later this week. 

In the case of American Samoa, 
Faleomavaega has worked on this issue since 
2004 with the late Senator Daniel K. Inouye 
and 2005 with Major General Robert Lee, 
former General of the 9th Regional Support 
Command. 

As previously stated, ‘‘While I am pleased 
that the U.S. Congress supported efforts to 
construct a new $20 million U.S. Army Re-
serve Center in American Samoa, I am hope-
ful that the Congress will now give serious 
consideration to the establishment of a Na-
tional Guard unit in the Territory as I be-
lieve that it is in our national interest for 
the United States to increase its military 
presence in American Samoa,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. 

‘‘During WWII, the naval station in Amer-
ican Samoa served as a critical refueling 
point for U.S. troops. With increasing ten-
sions in the Asia Pacific region, now more 
than ever the U.S. needs to reconsider its re-
lationship with U.S. insular areas in the Pa-
cific.’’ 

After many discussions and delays in Con-
gress, in May 2013, the Congressman provided 
testimony before the House Committee on 
Armed Services where he urged the Com-
mittee to finally include language for a fea-
sibility study for a National Guard in Amer-
ican Samoa. The Committee decided to in-
clude CNMI as well because it does not have 
a National Guard unit. 

In June 2013, Congresswoman Bordallo of-
fered an amendment at Faleomavaega’s re-
quest and the amendment was passed. The 
language is now included in the final bill to 
be considered. 

A feasibility study is the first step for the 
establishment of a National Guard unit in 
American Samoa, and the conferees to the 
NDAA agreed to include language author-
izing the study. The House is now expected 
to vote on the NDAA as early as tomorrow. 

f 

JORDAN’S MIXED SIGNALS HARM 
REGIONAL PEACE AND STABILITY 

HON. MATT SALMON 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring 
to my colleagues’ attention an incident that oc-
curred on November 16, 2014 in which two 
American rabbis and three Israeli citizens 
were brutally murdered in a West Jerusalem 
synagogue by two cousins associated with the 
Har Nof terrorist group. 

While I appreciate the role Jordan, her gov-
ernment, and her people play in fighting ter-
rorism and promoting regional stability, I am 
deeply disappointed at the Jordanian govern-
ment’s response to this sickening, ruthless act 
of terrorism and murder. 

While the Prime Minister’s office officially 
condemned the action and its extremist ide-
ology, these admonishments are rendered 
moot when they are followed by a letter of 
condolence from Jordanian Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour to the terrorists’ family. Addi-
tionally, the Jordanian parliament not only con-
doned but celebrated the murders by holding 
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a minute of silence on the parliament floor to 
memorialize the perpetrators. Such mixed sig-
nals from the Jordanian government are un-
conscionable and counterproductive to ongo-
ing efforts toward regional stabilization and 
peace. 

Praising those who commit acts of terrorism 
promotes the culture of political violence that 
continually shocks the neighborhoods of East 
and West Jerusalem, further derailing an al-
ready strained reconciliation process at each 
turn. Such official endorsements send the 
wrong message to Jordanian citizens and 
Muslims worldwide, especially youth who are 
faced each day with the decision to turn to vi-
olence or toward peace. 

The U.S. Congress must encourage the Jor-
danian government to stand in condemnation 
of such acts of violence. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. GERALDINE 
‘‘JEWEL’’ BLUE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to pay tribute to a wonderful 
Chicagoan, Geraldine Blue, who passed from 
this world on November 22, 2014. 

Affectionately known as ‘‘Jewel’’ to her 
friends and family, she was born in Little 
Rock, Arkansas on March 8, 1940 to Blanche 
and Willie Johnson, Sr. Jewel’s passion for 
music and dance started early. As a young 
child and teenager, Jewel competed in mul-
tiple talent competitions with her sisters and 
cousins. Indeed, the multiple invitations to per-
form locally that they received serve as testi-
mony to the skill she and her family pos-
sessed. Her family used to say that Jewel 
would ‘‘sing her way to heaven and dance 
right out of her shoes’’. This description makes 
me smile because it captures her zeal for 
music and life. As a young woman, Jewel de-
cided to move to Chicago where she met the 
love of her life, L.C. Blue, with whom she cele-
brated 30 years of marriage. Her friends em-
phasize her devotion to her family and com-
mitment to ensuring their well-being. Jewel 
was a wonderful stay-at-home mother to four 
lovely children, Norris Timothy, Regina Pierre, 
Vonda Yvette and Levelle Christopher. Her 
nurturing nature and talent with children led 
her husband to encourage her to start a home 
day care. Her 30 years of service to her Chi-
cago community as a local child care provider 
gave hundreds of children and families the 
strong foundation and support needed to 
thrive in life. 

Jewel’s enthusiasm for life and dedication to 
others also showed in her work with the 
church. She served God via multiple min-
istries; she used her glorious voice in the 
music ministry and her passion for helping 
others as a member of the Adult Usher Board, 
Junior Missionary Board, and Alter Workers. I 
understand that her church family appreciated 
the unconditional love she gave to so many 
without judgment or shame. She was genuine 
and loving. What a beautiful combination. 

Jewel was preceded in death by: her hus-
band L. C. Blue; son Norris Timothy; parents 
Blanche and Willie Johnson, Sr.; and siblings 
Credale Johnson, Emma Jean Brown, Robert 

Johnson, Sr., and Willie Johnson, Jr. Jewel 
leaves many family members and loved ones 
to cherish her lasting memories, including: her 
children Regina Pierre, Vonda Yvette, and 
Levelle Christopher; her sisters Rosetta Wil-
liams, Lula Phillips, and Mary Walton (Ray-
mond); her grandchildren Monique D. John-
son-Smith (Rodney), Chanel E. Moore, Jarrett 
L. Moore, Brandon D. Brazziel, Maya A. 
Moore; her great-grandchild Myles X. Smith; 
and her 38th Street Church family We are 
grateful to Geraldine ‘‘Jewel’’ Blue for her tre-
mendous contribution to so many in Chicago 
and our nation; her nurture and love strength-
ened individuals and communities. 

f 

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 175TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
St. Paul United Church of Christ on its 175th 
anniversary. 

From humble beginnings in 1839, St. Paul’s 
has seen an incredible cross section of Amer-
ican history in the Midwest. Born from Belle-
ville’s German immigrants, the church first 
held services at the local court house, while 
awaiting a physical structure to be built. 

St. Paul’s provides worship and community 
appeal to the Belleville area and beyond. 
What makes St. Paul’s exceptional is its mis-
sion to serve those who need it most. 

Through Christmas and Thanksgiving chari-
table programs, the Franklin Community 
Neighborhood Association, Tuesday Commu-
nity Dinner, afterschool programs, a food pan-
try, and much more, the church reaches out to 
every age group and background in the com-
munity. 

A shining star of St. Paul’s Church is the 
love and care that developed and grew St. 
Paul’s Home into the senior community it is 
today. For over 85 years, St. Paul’s Home has 
faithfully provided respite care, memory care, 
assisted living services, and skilled nursing to 
the elderly in Belleville and surrounding com-
munities. And today, the church can proudly 
boast its new additions coming soon. 

St. Paul’s is proud to call the Illinois metro 
east home, and Belleville is proud to call St. 
Paul’s one of its own. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ on 175 years in the Belleville commu-
nity. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S. SEC-
RETARY OF STATE HILLARY 
CLINTON’S AUTHORIZATION OF 
EMERGENCY RELIEF SUPPLIES 
TO SAMOA IN RESPONSE TO 
DEVASTATING TSUNAMI 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-

mation about former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton’s authorization of emergency relief 
supplies to Samoa in response to the dev-
astating tsunami of September 29, 2009. 

[Press Release, Oct. 10, 2009] 
SECRETARY CLINTON GETS IT DONE; EMER-

GENCY RELIEF SUPPLIES TO BE AIRLIFTED 
FROM GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA TO 
SAMOA IN RESPONSE TO DEVASTATING TSU-
NAMI 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia, 

the Pacific and the Global Environment, 
Congressman Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, and 
Congresswoman Laura Richardson (D–CA), 
announced today that the U.S. Department 
of State called them this morning to inform 
them that Secretary Clinton has authorized 
the use of funds from the Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA) to get emer-
gency relief supplies airlifted from the great-
er Los Angeles area to Samoa in response to 
the devastating tsunami that struck Apia on 
September 29. 

In his capacity as Chairman of the Asia 
Pacific Subcommittee which has broad juris-
diction for U.S. foreign policy affecting the 
region, including Samoa, Chairman 
Faleomavaega personally spoke to Secretary 
Clinton on Oct 1 and, in letters dated Oct 4 
and Oct 5, followed up with her regarding the 
specific need to airlift emergency supplies to 
Apia, which were gathered by the Samoan 
communities and congregations in the great-
er Los Angeles area. 

The Samoan communities in the greater 
Los Angeles directly contacted 
Faleomavaega for assistance because many 
of their families and relatives live in his dis-
trict of American Samoa or Samoa. Con-
gresswoman Laura Richardson has worked 
closely with Faleomavaega throughout this 
process given that she represents part of the 
greater Los Angeles area, and the Samoan 
communities living in that area are her con-
stituents. 

‘‘I want to personally thank Secretary 
Clinton for her untiring efforts in getting 
these relief supplies airlifted,’’ Chairman 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘Since the tsunami 
struck, Secretary Clinton has spared no ef-
fort in coming to our aid, and even called 
upon the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
to quickly move these supplies from the 
West Coast to Samoa. Last evening, Con-
gresswoman Richardson and I learned that 
DOD had agreed to move the supplies but 
that due to legalities of moving privately-do-
nated goods, the process would take too 
long.’’ 

‘‘In a previous conference call yesterday, 
anticipating that DOD might be unable to 
quickly move these supplies, we requested 
the State Department to fund a commercial 
flight through the Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance should we encounter any prob-
lems with DOD,’’ Faleomavaega and Rep. 
Richardson said. ‘‘Last night, upon learning 
that the DOD process would take too long 
and in consideration of our request for a 
more immediate airlift, Secretary Clinton 
assessed the options while en route to Eu-
rope, and this morning the State Depart-
ment informed us that Secretary Clinton has 
agreed to fund the flight with OFDA funds.’’ 

‘‘The agreement is that this will be a one- 
time airlift, and our Samoan communities 
should make future donations in cash, rather 
than in commodities. We will not be able to 
airlift frozen goods, and our offices will work 
closely with the communities to gather the 
supplies to a central location for the airlift. 
Also, the airlift provided by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State can only be authorized to land 
in Samoa. While we were also hopeful to get 
supplies in to American Samoa, all matters 
relating to American Samoa are decided be-
tween the Governor and FEMA, according to 
federal law.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:46 Dec 03, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02DE8.013 E02DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1694 December 2, 2014 
‘‘I know from my meeting earlier this 

week with Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 
Malielegaoi that he is thankful to the Sa-
moan congregations and communities in the 
greater Los Angeles area who responded 
from the heart by collecting critical supplies 
that will now be airlifted to those in need,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘For this reason, I want 
to thank the Prime Minister for agreeing to 
accept this gift, and I also want to thank 
Reverend Liki Tiatia, Reverend John Mailo, 
Reverend Misipouena Tagaloa, and High 
Chief Loa Pele Faletogo for all the good 
work they have done. Reverend Tiatia and 
Reverend Mailo will be taking a flight to 
Samoa to make the presentation to the Gov-
ernment of Samoa on behalf of our Samoan 
community on the West Coast and also on 
behalf of Congresswoman Richardson and 
myself.’’ 

‘‘I especially want to thank Congress-
woman Richardson for working around the 
clock in support of our Samoan communities 
living in her district, and in Samoa and 
American Samoa,’’ Faleomavaega continued. 
‘‘Congresswoman Richardson has stood by us 
every step of the way and has left no stone 
unturned in getting this done. She has been 
staunch and solid in her dedication to us, 
and has earned her rightful place in our 
hearts. It is my honor to welcome Congress-
woman Richardson into our Pacific Island 
family.’’ 

‘‘With so many people in need of basic sup-
plies in Samoa, it has been a privilege to 
work with Chairman Faleomavaega to assist 
the people of my district in making sure the 
items they have collected will soon be in the 
hands of their families and friends,’’ Con-
gresswoman Richardson said. ‘‘This feat is 
only possible because of the dedication of 
Chairman Faleomavaega and Secretary Clin-
ton. Over 60 local organizations in the 37th 
district of California, including church 
groups, non-profit organizations and caring 
others collected over 100,000 pounds of essen-
tial items to send to victims of the tragedy 
that recently occurred. The lives of thou-
sands of Samoans will be immediately and 
directly improved by the actions taken by 
Secretary Clinton, Chairman Faleomavaega 
and all of us who answered the call to help. 
I am proud to be a part of this exceptional 
team.’’ 

‘‘It is clear that change has come and that 
Secretary Clinton is restoring America’s 
stature once again, especially in a part of 
the world that the U.S. has too long ne-
glected. We thank Secretary Clinton for her 
leadership and commitment, and for stand-
ing with the people of Samoa when they need 
her most, and we continue to extend our 
deepest condolences to the families and 
friends of those who are suffering so much,’’ 
Faleomavaega and Rep. Richardson con-
cluded. 

f 

DR. KENNETH H. COOPER 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
announce that Dr. Kenneth H. Cooper will be 
inducted into the National Football Founda-
tion’s Leadership Hall of Fame on January 
8th, 2015. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 
BLACK VETERANS AND NA-
TIONAL COMMANDER BRIGADIER 
GENERAL (RET.) ROBERT A. 
COCROFT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the National Organization of Black 
Veterans (NABVETS) and its visionary and 
founder, Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert A. 
Cocroft for his distinguished service as Na-
tional Commander. This year, under the lead-
ership of President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Wendy McClinton, Black Veterans for So-
cial Justice, Inc. hosted the National Organiza-
tion of Black Veterans National Conference 
and Convention in New York City, which took 
place from August 14th to August 17th, 2014. 
The theme for the 2014 Convention was 
‘‘Transitioning to the Next Level: Fighting for 
Your Focus’’. This theme was very apropos, 
because the conference honored Brigadier 
General (Ret.) Robert A. Cocroft who retired 
as National Commander. 

The National Association for Black Vet-
erans, Inc. (NABVETS) is a membership serv-
ice organization with the charge to address 
issues concerning Black and other minority 
veterans. NABVETS has served as a leader to 
address the unmet concerns of minority and 
low-income veterans through direct services, 
empowerment training and collaborative part-
nerships; and in the service design to address 
the ‘‘holistic’’ issues of homelessness among 
veterans. Since inception, NAB VETS has pro-
vided direct services to 65,000 veterans and 
on behalf of 240,000 veterans—primarily of 
the Vietnam and post-Vietnam era. 

Robert A. Cocroft served with the Army in 
Korea during the Vietnam War and had an ac-
tive career in the Army Reserve. He served as 
the Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, President of the Na-
tional Association for Black Veterans, and 
President and CEO of the Center for Veterans 
Issues (Milwaukee, Wisconsin). 

Robert A. Cocroft was born in Conway, Mis-
sissippi, Nov 16, 1946 and was raised in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. He entered military serv-
ice via the draft in 1966, while as a student at 
the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, where 
he studied and played football. 

During his illustrious military career and 
service, he was once offered a position in mili-
tary intelligence, but declined because he be-
lieved that as a Black officer he would be 
used to spy on student demonstrators such as 
the Black Panther Party. He describes going 
to Panama for jungle training and becoming 
anemic due to taking required anti-malaria 
drug Primaquine, which reacted with his G6PD 
deficiency. Sent to Korea, he mentions assign-
ment to headquarter Special Troops and proc-
essing military personnel with the 8th Army 
and touches on racial tension, infiltrators along 
the Demilitarized Zone, attitudes towards Re-
public of Korea soldiers, and estimates of mili-
tary strength. 

After return to Wisconsin, he joined the 84th 
Division of the Reserve, while also working 
and going to school full time. He graduated 
from the Army War College, climbing the chain 

of command to Assistant Division Commander 
for Operations with the 98th Division. Cocroft 
examines the problem with minorities getting 
administrative discharges and then having 
great difficulty getting veteran benefits, and 
the unfairness of this compared to the am-
nesty offered to draft dodgers, who were 
mostly white. He reports that now the seg-
regation problems are not racial, but gender- 
based, and he addresses the issues of frater-
nization and different standards for women. 
Cocroft emphasizes that the American people 
need to decide what they want from their mili-
tary. He retired at the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me and very grateful 
Nation in paying tribute and salute to Brigadier 
General (Ret.) Robert A. Cocroft. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARION 
BARRY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and legacy of 
Marion Barry, former Mayor of Washington, 
D.C., civil rights activist, community organizer, 
and Mississippi native. 

Born in Itta Bena, MS, on March 6, 1936, 
into a family of sharecroppers, Marion Barry 
immediately developed a work ethic that would 
be on display throughout his entire life. Even 
as a child growing up in the Mississippi Delta 
and later in Memphis, TN, he would work jobs 
as a paperboy, a waiter, and a bag boy at a 
grocery store to help his family in which he 
was the third of 10 children. 

Mr. Barry was always a great student and 
graduated with a degree in chemistry from 
Lemoyne-Owen College in Memphis and later 
received a master’s degree in organic chem-
istry from Fisk University in Nashville, TN. 
While a graduate student at Fisk, Mr. Barry 
began what would be a long, storied life in 
public service and civil rights and helped 
found the campus’s chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and, subsequently, helped to 
form and became the first National Chairman 
of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC). 

As Chairman of SNCC, Mr. Barry led pro-
tests against racial segregation and discrimi-
nation, played a central role in many voter 
registration efforts, worked for the recognition 
of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
and, despite the imminent danger involved, 
participated in the Freedom Rides organized 
by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
during the spring and summer of 1961, to help 
African-Americans in the South register to 
vote. 

In 1965, Mr. Barry came to D.C. to manage 
the local SNCC office. His advocacy for the 
people of Washington, D.C., started that year 
and would continue for nearly five decades. At 
the time Mr. Barry arrived in Washington, 
D.C., the city, though more than fifty percent 
Black, had few Black people in the ranks of 
the city’s leadership and was being held under 
the thumb of often all-white congressional 
committees whose members’ segregationist 
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policies worked to prevent the black commu-
nity from growing and thriving. 

In response to these conditions, Mr. Barry 
organized a ‘‘Free D.C. Movement’’ to advo-
cate for D.C. Home Rule. Additionally, he 
often spoke against the policies and regula-
tions put in place by the House Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

In 1967, Mr. Barry resigned from his leader-
ship position in the D.C., SNCC office and or-
ganized Pride, Inc.—a program that provided 
job training to uplift unemployed black men in 
Washington, D.C., and put them in a better 
position to be contributing members of the 
community. This program helped to build and 
develop a generation of Black men who may 
have otherwise been lost. 

Mr. Barry began his life in electoral politics 
in 1971, when he was elected to the Wash-
ington, D.C., school board. He would go on to 
serve as president of the board from 1972 to 
1974. Mr. Barry would then go on to run for 
and be elected to an at-large seat on the D.C. 
City Council. Mr. Barry immediately became a 
leader on the council and helped to make real 
changes in the city including, getting a pay 
raise for the police department and defeating 
a gross-receipts tax on all city businesses. 

On March 9, 1977, Mr. Barry’s personal will 
and courage were on display as he survived 
a gunshot wound he received when radical 
terrorists took siege of the City Council build-
ing during a hostage crisis. This event would 
only add to the reverence that was building for 
the man and his leadership abilities. 

In 1978, Mr. Barry was elected as the 
Mayor of Washington, D.C.—a post he would 
hold for 16 years between 1979 and 1999. 
Like me, Mr. Barry was one of the nearly 250 
black mayors elected in the years following 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination and he 
became one of the many black elected lead-
ers who rose from the struggles of the civil 
rights era. 

As mayor of Washington, D.C., Marion 
Barry was a powerhouse. He helped to create 
a local government that had barely existed be-
fore his arrival at City Hall. He was an advo-
cate for diversity and inclusivity in City govern-
ment hiring and appointed new and talented 
black leaders who, ultimately, proved the via-
bility of self-governance by Black leaders in 
D.C. 

Mr. Barry instituted budget reforms that had 
not previously existed and was able to get the 
city’s financial books in order. Additionally, Mr. 
Barry worked to build up downtown Wash-
ington, D.C., and turn it into a thriving busi-
ness center that would eventually include the 
Verizon Center—home to the Washington 
Wizards and Washington Capitals. Moreover, 
Mr. Barry would raise the national and inter-
national profile of Washington, D.C., through 
his charismatic leadership and effective re-
sults. 

Though he moved the city forward and be-
came an ally to the business community, the 
upper middle class and the professional work-
ing class alike, Marion Barry never forgot 
where he came from and the people who he 
was elected to serve. During his mayoralty, 
Mr. Barry continued to be a champion for the 
poor and downtrodden. He would often say 
that he could ‘‘walk with kings but not lose the 
common touch.’’ He helped steer millions of 
dollars into job training, employment, senior 
citizen, and social welfare programs. He also 
hired thousands of blue-collar workers into his 

administration to perform many of the jobs that 
helped build a thriving metropolis. 

Marion Barry was often referred to as 
‘‘Mayor for Life’’ due in part to the unyielding 
support he received from his constituents. This 
support would often be tested in his political 
life. But even in the face of controversy that 
prevented him from seeking mayoral office in 
1990 and eventually cost him his freedom, the 
people of D.C. trusted the leadership of Mr. 
Barry enough to re-elect him as D.C.’s Mayor 
in 1994 and subsequently to several more 
terms as a City Council member. 

Despite any of Mr. Barry’s personal strug-
gles and downfalls, he always kept one thing 
front and center in his mind—the well being 
and progression of the people of his beloved 
Washington, D.C., and the continued advance-
ment of the black community. Until his dying 
day, Marion Barry carried the flag for his city. 

Marion Barry is a great example of what can 
happen when the system tries to choose our 
heroes for us and the people push back. 

While the media and various individuals 
worked as hard as they could to break him 
down and turn their collective backs on him, 
the people—the ones who should be the most 
important to an elected official—always wel-
comed him with open arms and received him 
even more warmly at the ballot box. This 
speaks volumes about the kind of man and 
the kind of leader Marion Barry was in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mayor Marion Barry, an un-
daunted activist, a community leader, a de-
voted public servant, and an unforgettable per-
sonality in American politics. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY ON PAS-
SAGE OF FALEOMAVAEGA BILL 
TO PROVIDE ASG AUTHORITY TO 
ISSUE BONDS EXEMPT FROM 
STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the passage of a bill to provide 
the American Samoa Government the author-
ity to issue bonds exempt from state and local 
taxation. 

[Press Release, Nov. 5, 2003] 
HOUSE PASSES FALEOMAVAEGA BILL TO PRO-

VIDE ASG AUTHORITY TO ISSUE BONDS EX-
EMPT FROM STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

that on November 4, 2003 the U.S. House of 
Representatives unanimously passed H.R. 
982, a bill he introduced to provide the Amer-
ican Samoa Government with the authority 
to issue bonds exempt from state and federal 
taxation. 

I would like to thank Chairman Pombo and 
Ranking Member Rahall of the Resources 
Committee and Chairman Sensenbrenner and 
Ranking Member Conyers of the Judiciary 
Committee for their continued support re-
garding the needs of American Samoa and 
for their efforts to bring H.R. 982 to the 
Floor, Congressman Faleomavaega said. H.R. 
982 would amend the U.S. Code to allow in-
terest earned from American Samoa bonds to 
be exempt from both state and local tax-
ation. 

Under the U.S. Code, Congress has ex-
pressly provided for the exemption of state 
and local taxes for bonds issued by Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and the 
Northern Mariana Islands. While American 
Samoa can issue bonds similar to the other 
territories, the interest earned from Amer-
ican Samoa bonds is subject to taxation by 
the several States, Washington, DC and the 
other territories. H.R. 982 would provide par-
ity to American Samoa. 

H.R. 982 will also make American Samoa 
bonds more attractive to investors and could 
save the American Samoa Government be-
tween $20,000 and $50,000 a year in interest 
costs on municipal bonds it may issue, the 
Congressman said. The American Samoa 
Power Authority has indicated that it would 
like to sell bonds to purchase new diesel gen-
erator sets to accommodate our growing pop-
ulation. This legislation would lower the in-
terest costs of the prospective sales and will 
also enable the government to address defi-
ciencies in its current infrastructure. 

This legislation is identical to H.R. 1448 
which I introduced in the 107th Congress. 
H.R. 1448 was adopted by the Judiciary and 
Resources Committees and was finally 
agreed to by voice vote on the House Floor 
on September 24, 2002. Unfortunately, the 
Senate was unable to consider this legisla-
tion before the 107th Congress adjourned. 

However, the Judiciary and Resources 
Committees once again supported American 
Samoa’s interests by unanimously passing 
H.R. 982 in the 108th Congress and I am 
thankful that my friends, both Republican 
and Democrat, also voted in favor of H.R. 982 
when this matter was brought to the Floor 
for consideration. This legislation is bene-
ficial and critical to the needs of American 
Samoa and in due time will help us build and 
strengthen our local economy. 

At this time, I also want to thank Gov-
ernor Togiola for his support and I look for-
ward to working with my friends in the U.S. 
Senate to make sure that this legislation is 
passed before the 108th Congress adjourns 
next year, the Congressman concluded. 

[Press Release, Sept. 30, 2004] 
SENATE PASSES FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO 

DEVELOP AMERICAN SAMOA’S ECONOMY BY 
PROVIDING ASG WITH AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 
BONDS EXEMPT FROM TAXATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that on Wednesday September 29, 2004 
the Senate passed H.R. 982, a bill he intro-
duced to help develop American Samoas 
economy by providing the American Samoa 
Government with the authority to issue 
bonds exempt from state and federal tax-
ation. 

Bonds encourage economic investment in 
the Territory and H.R. 982 will make Amer-
ican Samoa bonds more attractive to inves-
tors and will immediately save the American 
Samoa Government between $20,000 and 
$50,000 a year in interest costs on municipal 
bonds it may issue, the Congressman said. 

Not long ago, the American Samoa Power 
Authority said that it would like to sell 
bonds to purchase new diesel generator sets 
to accommodate our growing population. 
This legislation would lower the interest 
costs of the prospective sales and will also 
enable the government to address defi-
ciencies in its current infrastructure. 

This legislation is identical to H.R. 1448 
which I introduced in the 107th Congress. 
H.R. 1448 was adopted by the Judiciary and 
Resources Committees and was finally 
agreed to by voice vote on the House Floor 
on September 24, 2002. Unfortunately, the 
Senate was unable to consider this legisla-
tion before the 107th Congress came to a 
close. 
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However, the Judiciary and Resources 

Committees once again supported American 
Samoa’s interests by unanimously passing 
H.R. 982 in the 108th Congress and I am 
thankful that my friends, both Republican 
and Democrat, also voted in favor of H.R. 982 
when this matter was brought to the House 
Floor for consideration. This legislation is 
beneficial and critical to the needs of Amer-
ican Samoa and in due time will help us 
build and strengthen our local economy. 

At this time, I thank my friends, espe-
cially Senator Harry Reid, Assistant Demo-
cratic Leader of the U.S. Senate who re-
sponded to my letter dated September 20, 
2004 in which I requested his support in 
bringing H.R. 982 to the Senate floor for pas-
sage. The Senate Finance Committee favor-
ably reported the bill on July 20, 2004 and 
placed it on the Senate Calendar for consid-
eration and vote. As Assistant Democratic 
Leader, I am thankful that Senator Reid was 
able to hotline this bill. 

I also appreciate the support of Senator 
Charles Grassley, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, and Ranking Member 
Max Baucus for supporting the bill. This bill 
is good news for American Samoa and, again, 
will encourage more investment in the Terri-
tory. Now that this bill has passed both the 
House and Senate, H.R. 982 now awaits the 
President’s signature which I am confident 
will be forthcoming, the Congressman con-
cluded. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KENNY HALE 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute a notable Hoosier, Mr. 
Kenny Hale, for his retirement from public 
service, most recently as President of the Mor-
gan County Council. I wish to express my 
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for his 
leadership and service to our community, 
state, and country. 

Kenny was first elected to the Morgan 
County Council in 1999, and assumed a lead-
ership role immediately. He served as the 
council’s Vice President for his first six years 
on the body and has served as President for 
the past ten years. He also served as the 
county’s plan director, 911 coordinator, flood-
plain administrator, county purchasing agent of 
land acquisition, and heavy equipment oper-
ator. In addition to serving the people of Mor-
gan County, Kenny is an ASE and Moog Cer-
tified Technician, and a Certified Welder. 

Kenny’s leadership was critical in the coun-
ty’s coordinated response to several unforget-
table disasters over the years, including the 
devastating F–3 tornado in 2002 and the mas-
sive floods of 2008. His generosity and exper-
tise even extended outside of the county to 
fellow Hoosiers following the disastrous 2010 
tornado that claimed lives in Henryville, Indi-
ana. 

Kenny has been recognized by his commu-
nity and peers over the past several years. 
The Morgan County Sheriff’s Department 
awarded him for coordinating the Jefferson 
Township Crime Watch program. He has been 
recognized by the Association of Indiana 
Counties as Outstanding County Councilman 
in 2004, and other organizations for his lead-
ership, achievement and community service. 

Kenny has been a dedicated public servant 
and I wish him well during his well-deserved 

retirement from public service, though I sus-
pect we will see his continued leadership in 
the community for years to come. Thank you, 
Kenny, for your service and leadership. 

f 

COMMENDING KRISHNA 
BHADRIRAJU 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Krishna Bhadriraju for appreciating the 
value of life at the young age of four and 
working to save the life of an injured bird. 

Krishna documented his care of a blue jay 
that he rescued and nursed back to health. 
The story of healing and the care an individual 
can provide for another species resonated so 
strongly that his teachers encouraged him to 
put pen to paper. The result, produced at age 
six, is his book, ‘‘Krishna Saves a Bird.’’ His 
compassion and dedication to helping an ani-
mal in trouble at such a young age has be-
come an inspirational opportunity to show 
other children the value of helping others and 
tapping your creative skills. 

I commend Krishna Bhadriraju for using his 
experience to inspire action in others. On be-
half of the residents of the Twenty-Second 
Congressional District of Texas, I again con-
gratulate Krishna on the completion of 
‘‘Krishna Saves a Bird.’’ We are grateful for 
his work to promote kindness and compas-
sion. 

f 

HONORING GOLDEN LIVING 
CENTER 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Golden LivingCenter in St. 
James as the 2014 recipient of the Gold-Ex-
cellence in Quality National Quality Award. 
Golden LivingCenter is the only long term care 
center that has received this prestigious award 
from the National Quality Award program for 
three consecutive years. 

Since 1964, as a role model for providing 
skilled nursing and post-acute care, Golden 
LivingCenter has been dedicated to improving 
the lives of their patients and residents. Their 
employees have continuously been committed 
to provide exceptional care for the residents of 
the communities they serve. 

For the years of service and commitment to 
helping others, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Golden LivingCenter in St. James before the 
United States House of Representatives. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF CITIZEN-
SHIP ISSUE IN AMERICAN 
SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, the 

following information about the citizenship 
issue in American Samoa. 

[Press Release, June 11, 2008] 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—FALEOMAVAEGA RE-

SPONDS TO GOVERNOR TOGIOLA’S COMMENTS 
ABOUT CITIZENSHIP LEGISLATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he is clarifying the intent of H.R. 
6191, a bill he introduced to make it easier 
for U.S. nationals living in American Samoa 
to become U.S. citizens, if they so choose. 

‘‘Recently, the Governor has publicly ex-
pressed that he strongly opposes the legisla-
tion and, while I respect his right to oppose, 
I disagree with his position,’’ Faleomavaega 
said. ‘‘Also, given that the Governor has 
made statements that are not factual, I be-
lieve it is important to clear up the misin-
formation he has relayed to the newspapers 
and radio.’’ 

‘‘First, Governor Togiola states that H.R. 
6191 will force U.S. citizenship on U.S. na-
tionals. This is not true. H.R. 6191 is about 
choice, not force, and only applies to those 
U.S. nationals living in American Samoa 
who choose to become U.S. citizens if they 
wish to apply.’’ 

‘‘Secondly, the Governor states that this 
legislation is contrary to the findings of the 
Future Political Status Study Commission 
which recommended that American Samoa 
not seek U.S. citizenship for its people at 
this time. Again, this is false. H.R. 6191 does 
not make citizenship automatic for Amer-
ican Samoa’s people. H.R. 6191, which my 
staff hand-delivered to Governor Togiola’s 
office on June 7, 2008, states that the intent 
of this legislation is to allow nationals to be-
come citizens by more expeditious means. In 
other words, it speeds up the process. It does 
not make citizenship automatic.’’ 

‘‘For those nationals who choose to be-
come citizens, H.R. 6191 speeds up the proc-
ess by doing away with certain requirements 
and treating nationals like nationals rather 
than foreigners. As the law now stands, in 
order for a national to become a citizen, our 
people must follow the same procedures as 
aliens, or foreigners, and this is not right 
since nationals owe permanent allegiance to 
the United States.’’ 

‘‘For nationals living in American Samoa, 
it is not right that our people are currently 
required to pass an English proficiency and 
civics exam given that American Samoa’s 
education system is patterned after that of 
public schools in the U.S.’’ 

‘‘Also, our people should not be required, 
as they now are, to move to the mainland to 
pass the residency requirement. Our people 
already live in a U.S. Territory and should 
not be subjected to the financial hardship 
and burdens of moving to California or Ha-
waii or elsewhere just to establish residency. 
While the Governor may believe that our 
people should be treated like foreigners and 
forced to move and take exams, I do not and 
this is where we disagree.’’ 

‘‘I believe the provisions of physical resi-
dency and exams should be waived, and this 
is what H.R. 6191 does. H.R. 6191 waives the 
requirements of physical residency but keeps 
in place all other provisions of section 316 as 
to good moral character, etc. H.R. 6191 also 
makes sure that U.S. nationals are required 
to file an application, complete an interview, 
be fingerprinted, take an oath and meet all 
other requirements as expressed in the Im-
migration and Nationality Act.’’ 

‘‘Regarding the Governor’s concerns about 
H.R. 6191 opening up the floodgate to for-
eigners, I am pleased that after all these 
years the Governor has finally agreed to stop 
the flow of foreigners entering the territory 
if H.R. 6191 is passed. If H.R. 6191 accom-
plishes nothing else, it has been well worth 
the effort because ASG should have closed 
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the floodgate years ago. ASG’s weak immi-
gration and corporate laws, which allow for 
sponsorship of foreigners, like Daewoosa, 
who set up shop and send their money back 
home, have brought embarrassment to our 
Territory and jeopardized our communal 
lands and customs. If ASG does not clean up 
its mess and establish fair laws for fair busi-
ness, our people will lose everything.’’ 

‘‘Regarding the Governor’s point that he 
believes H.R. 6191 will lead to our people 
being drafted in the U.S. military, I would 
respectfully suggest that he review H.R. 6191. 
H.R. 6191 does not make anyone subject to 
the draft.’’ 

‘‘Finally, like the Governor, I welcome 
input, and I introduced this legislation based 
on the input of the people. Many of our peo-
ple have requested my assistance because, 
like me, they believe U.S. nationals who 
choose to become citizens should be able to 
do so without being treated like foreigners in 
the process. This is why I introduced H.R. 
6191, and stand by it, and intend to open it up 
for nationals living in the U.S. as well,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

[Press Release, July 12, 2012] 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—FALEOMAVAEGA OPPOSES 
THE RECENTLY FILED LAWSUIT TO FORCE 
CITIZENSHIP ON EVERY PERSON BORN IN 
AMERICAN SAMOA 

Congressman Faleomavaega today an-
nounced his continued strong opposition to 
the efforts to use the judicial system to force 
citizenship upon every person who is born in 
American Samoa. 

On July 10, 2012, a lawsuit was filed by 
Murad Hussain of Arnold & Porter LLP, in 
the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Mr. Hussain represents 
several plaintiffs born in American Samoa, 
and the Samoan Federation of America lo-
cated in Carson, California. The plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit are seeking a declaratory judg-
ment from the court that the Citizenship 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution should apply to 
American Samoa. The plaintiffs are also 
seeking an injunction to prevent the U.S. 
Department of State from imprinting En-
dorsement Code 09 on passports of persons 
born in American Samoa noting that the 
‘‘Bearer is a U.S. National and Not a U.S. 
Citizen. A copy of the complaint or lawsuit 
can be found at this link: http:// 
www.house.gov/faleomavaega/pdfs/1- 
main.pdf. 

‘‘I respect the rights of the plaintiffs, who 
were born in American Samoa, to file their 
lawsuit. I also appreciate the frustration of 
the Samoan Federation of America that 
struggles to meet the needs of Samoans who 
are U.S. nationals who cannot vote in na-
tional elections and are precluded from cer-
tain jobs that requires U.S. citizenship. How-
ever, I believe the choice of becoming a U.S. 
citizen belongs to the people of American 
Samoa, and not by judicial legislation,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. 

‘‘I have sent letters to the leadership of the 
Fono, both the President of the Senate, and 
the Speaker of the House, that summarizes 
the lawsuit that was filed this week in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Colum-
bia. In the letters I further reiterated my op-
position to the lawsuit which if successful 
will force citizenship upon everyone born in 
American Samoa.’’ Faleomavaega added. 

‘‘The future of our territory is being 
threatened by outside forces and we must 
unite in our opposition to this lawsuit. I 
firmly believe the future of American Samoa 
should be decided by the people living in the 

territory, not by a court 7,000 miles away,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

The full text of the Congressman’s letter 
to the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House follows: 

I am writing to bring to your attention a 
lawsuit that was filed this week in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia 
on behalf of several persons born in Amer-
ican Samoa. The plaintiffs in the lawsuit are 
seeking a declaratory judgment from the 
court that the Citizenship Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution should apply to American 
Samoa. The plaintiffs are also seeking an in-
junction to prevent the U.S. Department of 
State from imprinting Endorsement Code 09 
on passports of persons born in American 
Samoa noting that the ‘‘Bearer is a U.S. Na-
tional and Not a U.S. Citizen’’. 

The lawsuit, filed against the United 
States of America, the U.S. Department of 
State, the Secretary of State and the U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Af-
fairs, could have significant ramifications on 
American Samoa’s political relationship 
with the U.S. government. If the court rules 
in favor of the plaintiffs and the Citizenship 
Clause is applied to American Samoa, this 
will set the precedent for other provisions of 
the U.S. Constitution to be applied in the 
Territory. This is a cause for concern as the 
courts may invalidate any of our local laws 
that protect our Matai system and com-
munal lands. 

For years, I have warned the people of 
American Samoa of the dangers of outside 
forces determining the future of our terri-
tory. The lawsuit filed this week is the mani-
festation of our greatest fear, that citizen-
ship will be forced upon us and we could lose 
our Matai system and communal lands. For 
example, in King v. Andrus, 452 F. Supp. 11 
(D.D.C. 1977), a federal court applied the jury 
system to the American Samoa judiciary 
system against our will. 

This week a federal court is again asked to 
decide an issue critical to American Samoa, 
whether American Samoans should be con-
sidered U.S. citizens. We must ask ourselves 
do we want a court to decide whether we be-
come citizens or do we want to decide our 
own destiny. 

I respect the right of the plaintiffs to file 
this lawsuit. However, I believe the issue of 
citizenship should be decided by the people 
currently living in American Samoa and who 
plan on remaining in American Samoa. 
Since any potential negative consequences of 
citizenship being granted to all persons born 
in American Samoa will affect persons living 
in American Samoa not those living in the 
United States. For those living in the United 
States, there are existing pathways to citi-
zenship that allow them to become U.S. Citi-
zens. There is also a fee waiver available for 
some individuals who are not able to pay fil-
ing fee for the naturalization application. 

I have enclosed a copy of the complaint. 
My hope is for a thorough review by the 
Fono on this important issue. I will also 
make the complaint available for download 
on my website at http://www.house.gov/ 
faleomavaega/pdfs/1-main.pdf. 

[Press Release, August 12, 2014] 

FALEOMAVAEGA COMMENDS U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE’S BRIEF IN TUAUA V. UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Faleoma-
vaega today issued the following statement 
offering his support for the U.S. Department 
of State’s recently filed brief against the 
plaintiffs in the citizenship case formally 
known as Tuaua v. United States, a case in 

which five individuals want the U.S. Govern-
ment to grant automatic citizenship to any-
one born in American Samoa. 

‘‘On behalf of the people of American 
Samoa, I submitted a legal brief to the court 
in 2012 asserting that U.S. citizenship by 
birthright should only be decided by the will 
of the people and granted through legislation 
passed by the U.S. Congress,’’ Faleomavaega 
said. 

‘‘I now commend the State Department for 
emphasizing that only Congress has the au-
thority to grant U.S. citizenship to Amer-
ican Samoa, a position which I have publicly 
expressed for years. As I have stated on and 
off the record, I am not against birthright 
citizenship for American Samoans; however, 
there is a process in place. Every U.S. terri-
tory that currently possesses birthright citi-
zenship obtained it through an ‘organic act’ 
passed by the U.S. Congress. Each organic 
act was supported by the will of the people in 
each respective territory. American Samoa 
must also go through this process if our peo-
ple decide that birthright citizenship is in 
their best interest.’’ 

‘‘We cannot allow our political status with 
the United States to be decided by five indi-
viduals or by a court thousands of miles 
away. If our people decide that they want to 
be granted automatic citizenship by birth-
right, I will work with Congress and our 
local leaders, as provided by governing law 
and years of legal precedent, to pass such 
legislation. Until then, I will continue to 
keep the people updated as this case moves 
through the court,’’ Faleomavaega con-
cluded. 

f 

THE NO SOCIAL SECURITY FOR 
NAZIS ACT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this is one of the 
rare occasions where the name of the bill 
speaks for itself. 

The No Social Security for Nazis Act is de-
signed to close a loophole that has allowed 
some Nazi persecutors and their collaborators 
in the Holocaust to receive Social Security 
benefits. By leaving the country before they 
were officially deported, these people were 
able to keep their Social Security benefits. It is 
unbearable that those responsible for the 
deaths of millions during the Holocaust con-
tinue to receive Social Security benefits due to 
this loophole. 

This legislation stops benefit payments to 
Nazi persecutors and ensures that these indi-
viduals do not receive spousal benefits from 
marrying a Social Security beneficiary or 
through other channels. Congress never in-
tended for Nazi war criminals and collabo-
rators to be able to receive Social Security 
benefits. This bipartisan legislation reaffirms 
that intent. 

Social Security is an earned benefit, and it 
is our job in Congress to preserve and protect 
it. We must stop these inappropriate payments 
now, and that is exactly what this legislation 
does. I thank Representatives JOHNSON and 
BECERRA and the work of Representatives 
CAROLYN MALONEY, JASON CHAFFETZ and 
LEONARD LANCE, and all others for their lead-
ership on this legislation. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,005,549,328,561.45. We’ve 
added $7,378,672,279,648.37 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

FUNDING FOR ALZHEIMER’S 
RESEARCH 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to urge my colleagues to appro-
priate an additional $200 million to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health for research on Alz-
heimer’s disease. 

More than five million Americans currently 
have Alzheimer’s disease. Today, someone 
develops Alzheimer’s every 67 seconds and 
by 2050, it will be every 33 seconds. 

Alzheimer’s is the most expensive disease 
in America. Unless action is taken, the cost of 
Alzheimer’s will total $1.2 trillion in 2050, and 
Medicare and Medicaid spending on Alz-
heimer’s will increase 500 percent. 

My mother-in-law battled this disease, so I 
appreciate how devastating it can be to pa-
tients and their loved ones. 

The bipartisan National Alzheimer’s Project 
Act (NAPA) was passed by Congress unani-
mously. 

NAPA called for the creation of a National 
Alzheimer’s Plan, which has resulted in some 
notable accomplishments. However, scientists 
and researchers must have the necessary 
funds to carry out the blueprint set forth in the 
Plan. 

Congress provided an additional $100 mil-
lion in Alzheimer’s research for fiscal year 
2014, yet we continue to underinvest. 

To address a disease of this magnitude, we 
must further our commitment by increasing 
funding for Alzheimer’s research by $200 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2015. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF POLIT-
ICAL STATUS ISSUE IN AMER-
ICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, the 
following information on the political status of 
American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Oct. 2, 2006] 
FALEOMAVAEGA TESTIFIES BEFORE POLITICAL 

STATUS COMMISSION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he testified before the American 

Samoa Political Status Commission in a 
hearing held on Saturday, September 29, 2006 
at BYU-Hawaii in Laie, Hawaii. 

I believe the work of this commission is 
critical for American Samoas political fu-
ture, Faleomavaega said. I am honored to 
provide input as the commissioners delib-
erate our political status options. 

In my opinion, before we get too far ahead 
of ourselves in examining our political op-
tions we need to look inward to resolve some 
lingering ambiguities regarding our current 
territorial status. Currently, American Sa-
moas political relationship with the United 
States is governed by the two Treaties or 
Deeds of Cession signed in 1900 (Tutuila) and 
1904 (Manua). These documents provide no 
clear protections for our culture, no clear 
guidance for our relationship with the 
United States, and no expression of political 
unity between our own islands. 

To me, it makes sense that we should ad-
dress these issues first before we can develop 
a roadmap for our future. Otherwise, unre-
solved questions will always remain regard-
ing our internal (Tutuila and Manua) and ex-
ternal (with the United States) political re-
lationships. 

One source of ambiguity in these docu-
ments is that, in a Samoan context, this was 
understood to be a treaty of cession, rather 
than a deed of cession. In the Samoan 
version of these documents, our chiefs used 
the term feagaiga, which means treaty, but 
in the English version, the word treaty is 
never mentioned. To our Samoan chiefs this 
treaty relationship meant that Samoans 
would maintain a measure of autonomy the 
terms of the agreement allowed the U.S. the 
right to use the land and the harbor, in ex-
change for providing protection against hos-
tile nations. Viewed as a deed, however, this 
agreement would have meant that the chiefs 
were giving over the land as well as their 
sovereignty over the land. The problem in-
herent in this ambiguity is that a deed of 
cession offers our people something less than 
the sovereign status that a treaty would pro-
vide, and in fact the term deed implies own-
ership of property rather than a sense of the 
rights and privileges of a sovereign people. 

Another source of ambiguity related to 
these two treaties/deeds is that they were ne-
gotiated separately between the United 
States and each of the island groups. Be-
cause these two instruments were two sepa-
rate acts, by themselves they did not unite 
American Samoa into one political entity. 
Therefore, the fact remains that to this day, 
there is no officially declared political union 
between the island groups of Tutuila and 
Manua, only separate understandings with 
the United States. 

Furthermore, despite what others may 
have said was the understanding in the past, 
these treaties do not provide for the protec-
tion of the basic rights of American Samoas 
people. While these two treaties have proven 
instrumental in providing stability to the 
people of American Samoa for the past 106 
years, the deeds do not cover many of the 
most basic issues of concern for our people, 
such as citizenship, immigration, inter-
national trade and commerce, national secu-
rity, marine and communal property rights, 
or membership in international organiza-
tions, to name a few. Rather than being in-
struments that express some vague obliga-
tion on the part of the United States to pro-
tect our culture, I see these two treaties as 
asserting United States sovereignty over our 
lands and our lives. 

While the Deeds of Cession still stand as 
the basis upon which American Samoa can 
claim a political relationship with the 
United States, there is still some confusion 
even within the United States government as 
to the effect of these two treaties. A review 

of the U.S. Department of State listing of 
U.S. treaties in force makes no mention of 
any treaty existing between the United 
States and the island groups of Tutuila and 
Manua. 

Also, as a current conflict in federal law il-
lustrates, the U.S. Congress has its own 
problems in defining the U.S. relationship 
with American Samoa. The U.S. Congress ap-
proved these documents under the 1929 Rati-
fication Act (48 U.S.C. 1661). Section 1661 
states as follows: 

Until Congress shall provide for the gov-
ernment of such islands, all civil, judicial, 
and military powers shall be vested in such 
person or persons and shall be exercised in 
such manner as the President of the United 
States shall direct; and the President shall 
have power to remove said officers and fill 
the vacancies so occasioned. (emphasis 
added) 

Congress did not ratify the 1900 and 1904 
Deeds until 1929, and then delegated its con-
stitutional authority to administer the terri-
tory to the President, who transferred the 
administration of American Samoa to the 
Secretary of the Navy, primarily because the 
U.S. wished to establish a naval station in 
Pago Pago Bay. 

In 1951, President Truman transferred the 
administration of American Samoa to the 
Secretary of the Interior. The transfer of all 
administrative, judicial, and military au-
thority from the Congress to the President 
has not been amended since 1929. Notwith-
standing this 1929 law delegating authority 
over the territory to the President, in 1984 
Congress passed a bill, signed into law by the 
President (Pub. L. 98–213, codified at 48 
U.S.C. 1662a), that now requires congres-
sional approval of any amendment to the 
territory’s constitution. In view of this new 
law, several questions and problems are now 
being raised. First, why does American 
Samoa now require Congressional approval 
of any amendments to its territorial con-
stitution when Congress never expressly ap-
proved the territorial constitution to begin 
with? Second, there are several provisions in 
our territorial constitution that would raise 
serious constitutional issues that Congress 
has not yet addressed. In fact, it is question-
able if Congress would approve such provi-
sions in light of the U.S. Constitution. Un-
fortunately, Congress has never fully exam-
ined the contradictions between these two 
statutes. 

The question here is whether the terri-
torial constitution should be subject to con-
gressional or presidential authority. If the 
authority is congressional, the 1929 law 
should be amended to rescind the authority 
delegated to the President; if the authority 
is presidential, the 1984 law should be re-
scinded and the approval of changes to our 
constitution should be returned to the com-
plete authority of the President via the Sec-
retary of the Interior. In either case, we have 
to face the fact that our present constitution 
and our current measure of sovereignty are 
nothing more than an extension of the presi-
dential power of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. 

As we discuss our possible options in our 
quest for a greater measure of self-govern-
ment, where are we now in our relationship 
with the United States? American Samoa is 
described as an unorganized and unincor-
porated territory of the United States. 
American Samoa is considered unorganized 
because since 1929 Congress has not officially 
organized a government for the separate is-
land kingdoms of Tutuila and Manua under 
one organic act. Our territory is unincor-
porated because, according to Supreme Court 
decisions regarding the constitutional rights 
of insular territories, Congress has never in-
tended to incorporate American Samoa into 
the Union. 
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From 1900 to 1951, the U.S., through the 

Department of the Navy, appointed military 
officers to govern the affairs of the islands. 
According to the 1921 Codification of the 
Regulations and Orders of the Government of 
American Samoa, on May 1, 1900 Commander 
Benjamin Tilley, the first naval com-
mandant of Tutuila and Manua, declared 
that the Governor, for the time being, of 
American Samoa is the head of the Govern-
ment. For fifty-one years, this self-made reg-
ulation governed American Samoas course 
with one appointed Naval Governor after an-
other acting as the maker of all laws and ap-
pointments with little regard for the will of 
the people. During this period of martial law 
there were no elected leaders. 

With the transfer of power in 1951 to the 
Department of the Interior, American Samoa 
experienced little more than a transition 
from military to civilian rule. Civilian-ap-
pointed governors still had full authority 
over island affairs. In the 1960s a territorial 
constitution was drafted and there began to 
be some involvement from the Samoan Leg-
islature. One unintended consequence of the 
law passed in 1984 requiring Congressional 
approval of amendments to the American 
Samoa constitution is that, whereas between 
1960 and 1984 our local leaders had extensive 
practice at constitution-writing, after the 
law was passed this practice ceased. To date, 
the final steps toward some measure of self- 
government were taken when in 1977 the first 
Governor was elected by popular vote and in 
1980 when American Samoa elected its first 
Delegate to the U.S. Congress. 

Given this background and history of our 
political relationship with the United States, 
Faleomavaega offered the following rec-
ommendations. First, Tutuila and Manua 
must officially declare a union as one polit-
ical entity or governing body, thereby sanc-
tioning its authority to deal with the United 
States as we negotiate our future status. 
This would address one of the major short-
comings of the separately negotiated Deeds 
of Cession. 

Second, I would recommend that a na-
tional convention be called to deliberate the 
specific provisions of the 1900 and 1904 Deeds 
of Cession. As I mentioned, these Deeds do 
not provide any real protection for our com-
munal lands and culture as our forefathers 
intended. I believe we need to formulate a 
statement of principles underlining our de-
sire to either amend certain provisions of the 
two deeds or establish an entirely new agree-
ment with the United States. The provisions 
of any such agreement should define our po-
litical relationship with the United States, 
whether it is a covenant status like the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
free association status like the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Palau, and the Mar-
shall Islands, commonwealth status like 
Puerto Rico, or even an Organic Act such as 
the one governing Guams relationship with 
the United States. 

Third, once we have defined what Amer-
ican Samoas relationship should be with the 
United States under the terms of an agree-
ment that is agreeable to both sides, the 
leadership of Samoa should then call a con-
stitutional convention and organize a gov-
ernment based upon the terms and condi-
tions outlined in the agreement, not the U.S. 
Constitution. Moreover, I believe this must 
be done as soon as possible the longer this 
uncertainty surrounding these two Deeds re-
mains, the further we drift from our fore-
fathers treaty intentions and risk the ero-
sion of our culture, of becoming less Samoan 
and more American or, in other words, 
Americans of Samoan ancestry. As it stands, 
we cannot claim loyalty to the United States 
and at the same time refuse to apply federal 
standards that are incompatible with our 
local traditions and land-tenure system. 

To summarize, Faleomavaega said, what I 
asked of the esteemed members of the Polit-
ical Status Study Commission is that, before 
they become too deeply involved in exam-
ining all possible future options, they focus 
first on clarifying the original sources of au-
thority underpinning our current political 
relationship with the United States, the two 
Deeds of Cession, as a foundation for a uni-
fied approach to determining our political 
future. 

The full text of the Treaties/Deeds of Ces-
sion, in English and Samoan, as well as the 
1929 and 1983 laws discussed in the Congress-
mans statement are available on Congress-
man Faleomavaega’s website at 
www.house.gov/faleomavaega/histor-
ical.shtml 

[Press Release, May 24, 2007] 
FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS STUDY COMMISSION 

REPORT NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that a copy of the Future Political 
Status Study Commission Report is now 
available online for the public and particu-
larly members of the Samoan community all 
around the world to read. 

‘‘Many people in our Samoan community, 
especially those residing outside of Amer-
ican Samoa, have contacted my office to re-
quest copies of or to find out how to obtain 
a copy of the Future Political Status Study 
Commission Report,’’ Faleomavaega said. 
‘‘So, I am pleased to inform everyone that a 
copy of the report is now available online on 
my website and on the American Samoa 
Governor’s website for anyone to read.’’ 

‘‘I want to congratulate and thank The 
Honorable Tufele Li’amatua—Chairman, The 
Honorable Tuaolo Fruean—Vice Chairman, 
High Talking Chief Fofo Sunia—Executive 
Director, and all the Commissioners and 
staff of the Future Political Status Study 
Commission for the tremendous work they 
did in completing this report.’’ 

‘‘Now that we have the report, everyone 
concerned should take time to thoroughly 
review the Commission’s recommendations, 
especially our Fono and the Administration. 
As I have stated before, I believe the next 
logical step in this important process is for 
the Fono to conduct hearings to discuss the 
different recommendations made by the 
Commission. Only after such a careful review 
and discussion I feel we should proceed to 
the next steps or implementation,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, 
on December 1, 2014, I missed two recorded 
votes on the House floor. Had I been present, 
I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 532 and 
YEA on Roll Call 533. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HOPE 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Hispanas Organized for 

Political Equality, or HOPE, on the celebration 
of its twenty-fifth anniversary. On December 4, 
2014, HOPE will celebrate a quarter-century of 
success in championing the full participation of 
Latinas in America’s democracy and economy. 
HOPE’s efforts have benefited not just 
Latinas, but men and women of all back-
grounds throughout our nation. 

A cross-section of Latinas from business, 
political, and social backgrounds came to-
gether to found HOPE in 1989, the same year 
the first Latina was elected to Congress. Since 
that time, HOPE has been a valuable partner 
to Latinas who have pushed political limits, 
broken barriers, and defined what it means to 
be a leader. HOPE has directly served more 
than 50,000 Latinas throughout the state of 
California, as well as millions more through 
advocacy efforts. HOPE’s achievements in-
clude: 

The HOPE Leadership Institute (HLI), Cali-
fornia’s only statewide leadership program 
specifically designed to train Latina leaders in 
vital leadership and advocacy skills. More than 
ninety percent of HLI alumnae have attained 
leadership positions in their careers or com-
munities, and thirty percent have gone on to 
serve on a local or statewide commission. 

The HOPE Youth Leadership Program 
(HYLP), which has prepared hundreds of low- 
income Latina high school students for col-
lege, and trained them in civic participation. 
Eighty-seven percent of HYLP participants 
have enrolled in college after graduation. 

HOPE’s Latina Action Day and Latina His-
tory Day, which inspire and empower over 
1,300 attendees each year to succeed and 
take responsibility to ensure the prosperity of 
their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and 
pride that I salute HOPE, its Board, and its 
supporters. They have played a vital role in in-
spiring, empowering, and supporting so many 
of California’s leaders over the last twenty-five 
years. California, and the entire United States, 
are stronger for their leadership. I wish HOPE 
continued success as it continues its mission 
to ensure political and economic parity for 
Latinas. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CASSIDY 
NUSSMAN FOR HONORABLE MEN-
TION SELECTION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Cassidy Nussman for being 
named an honorable mention selection on the 
Under Armour Girls High School All-America 
Team by the American Volleyball Coaches As-
sociation (AVCA). Nussman is a senior at 
Pearland High School in Pearland, Texas. 
This award recognizes Nussman’s outstanding 
athletic achievements. 

She is among an elite group of high school 
athletes, joining a list of 150 high school All- 
American honorable mentions. After this sea-
son, Nussman will go on to compete at the 
highest level of intercollegiate athletics at 
Northwestern University. 

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty- 
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Cassidy Nussman for 
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being selected as an honorable mention on 
the Under Armour Girls High School All-Amer-
ica Team. We look forward to her continued 
success both on and off the court. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S. 
TREASURY $20.4 MILLION STIM-
ULUS PAYOUT TO QUALIFYING 
RESIDENTS IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the U.S. Treasury’s $20.4 million 
stimulus payout to qualifying residents in 
American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Apr. 28, 2008] 
U.S. TREASURY SENDING $20.4 MILLION TO 

ASG TO PAY OUT ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAY-
MENTS TO QUALIFYING RESIDENTS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the American Samoa Government 
will receive $20.4 million from the U.S. De-
partment of Treasury to be paid out to quali-
fying residents as part of the Economic 
Stimulus Package that was signed into law 
to jumpstart the economy. 

Faleomavaega and Congresswoman Mad-
eleine Bordallo urged the Leadership of the 
House and Senate to include the Territories 
in the stimulus package and make child tax 
credits and tax rebates available to quali-
fying residents. The Members were success-
ful in their efforts and, prior to the bill being 
signed into law, in a letter dated January 29, 
2008, Faleomavaega informed Governor 
Togiola and the Fono that, for American 
Samoa, the U.S. Treasury would send a 
check of an estimated amount and ASG must 
have a plan approved promptly to disburse 
the money quickly. 

In a joint letter dated February 15, 2008 to 
Secretary Henry M. Paulson of the Depart-
ment of Treasury, Faleomavaega along with 
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo, Con-
gresswoman Donna Christensen, and Resi-
dent Commissioner Luis Fortuno also urged 
the Secretary to implement an arrangement 
that will provide for the funds to be trans-
ferred in advance of the actual payouts of 
the rebates. 

‘‘Today, Secretary Paulson has honored 
our request and I thank him for informing 
my office that he has accepted ASG’s plan 
for distributing stimulus payments to resi-
dents of American Samoa, and that ASG will 
receive a check for $20.4 million in order to 
payout tax rebates and child tax credits to 
those who qualify,’’ Faleomavaega said. 
‘‘This payment is in accordance of the Eco-
nomic Stimulus Act of 2008 that was signed 
by the President on February 13, 2008.’’ 

‘‘The stimulus package was easily passed 
by both the House and Senate and I, again, 
thank Chairman Charles Rangel of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means and Chair-
man Max Baucus of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee for supporting our request to include 
the territories in the Economic Stimulus Act 
of 2008.’’ 

‘‘I also commend Governor Togiola and our 
local Tax Office for acting quickly and sub-
mitting a plan that has been approved by the 
U.S. Treasury. I am especially pleased that 
the people of American Samoa will benefit 
from these rebates which will help bolster 
our local economy,’’ Faleomavaega con-
cluded. 

The full text of Secretary Paulson’s letter 
of April 28 informing Governor Togiola of the 

approval of ASG’s Distribution Plan was for-
warded to Faleomavaega’s office by the U.S. 
Department of Treasury and follows: 

Dear Governor Tulafono: 
Thank you for your letter of April 23, 2008, 

submitting the Distribution Plan for the Re-
covery Rebates (the Plan) in American 
Samoa. The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008, 
P.L. 110–185 (the Act), requires that I approve 
American Samoa’s plan for distributing 
stimulus payments to residents of American 
Samoa. The Act also requires that once such 
a plan is approved, the Treasury Department 
make a payment to American Samoa in an 
amount estimated as being equal to the ag-
gregate benefits that would have been pro-
vided to residents of American Samoa by 
reason of the amendments made to the Inter-
nal Revenue Code by section 101(c) of the Act 
if a ‘‘mirror code’’ tax system had been in ef-
fect in American Samoa. 

In accordance with the Act, I approve the 
Plan, a copy of which is enclosed. Also, we 
have estimated the aggregate benefits that 
would have been provided to residents of 
American Samoa by reason of section 101(c) 
of the Act if a mirror code tax system had 
been in effect in American Samoa at $20.4 
million. A payment in this amount will be 
made by the Treasury Department to Amer-
ican Samoa to fund the prompt distribution 
of stimulus payments to resident of Amer-
ican Samoa pursuant to the Plan. 

Sincerely, 
Henry M. Paulson, Jr. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE OF DR. JERI PHEIFER 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the honorable public service of Dr. 
Jeri Pheifer as she retires from her position as 
Superintendent of the Everman Independent 
School District. 

Dr. Pheifer was appointed Superintendent of 
Schools in 2004, after serving the Venus and 
Albany Independent School Districts. Under 
her tenure with Everman Schools, the district 
has thrived and provided quality education for 
the thousands of children who attend class 
each day. Most notably, under Dr. Pheifer’s 
leadership the Everman Joe C. Bean High 
School Graduation Class of 2013 achieved a 
one hundred percent graduation rate. Her tire-
less work to improve and strengthen Everman 
schools has not gone unnoticed. Earlier this 
year Dr. Pheifer worked with Tarrant County 
College to open its newest Early College High 
School. Partnerships like these work to pro-
vide students, who likely would not otherwise 
consider attending college, an opportunity to 
earn a high school diploma and an associate’s 
degree at the same time. 

Over the past 35 years, Dr. Pheifer has 
worked tirelessly in the field of education. She 
has served as a teacher and administrator for 
public and private schools, serving students 
from pre-Kindergarten through the university 
level. These positions exemplify Dr. Pheifer’s 
dedication to not only the community she cur-
rently serves, but to the State of Texas and its 
citizens. Dr. Pheifer received her Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Education degrees from 
Abilene Christian University and her Doctor of 
Education degree from Texas Tech University. 

It is an honor to recognize Dr. Pheifer on 
the occasion of her retirement from over three 

decades of contributions to Texas commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to please join me in 
recognizing Dr. Jeri Pheifer’s dedicated serv-
ice to the Everman Independent School Dis-
trict and the State of Texas. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALLAN 
ALIFANO 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Allan Alifano, a retiring member of the Half 
Moon Bay City Council. Allan Alifano has 
served the people of Half Moon Bay with dis-
tinction through eight years on the city’s plan-
ning commission and since 2009 on the city 
council. 

Councilman Alifano has also served his 
community through countless meetings of the 
Local Agency Formation Commission and as a 
member of the local wastewater treatment 
board. While on the board during our period of 
intense drought, he supported recycling water 
from the treatment plant to meet local land-
scaping and golf course requirements. 

During his time on the council, Half Moon 
Bay underwent tremendous challenges includ-
ing the historic recession and consequent re-
ductions in sales tax receipts, as well as a 
legal judgment involving land use decisions. 
The combined impact of these events placed 
the city’s finances in great peril. Councilman 
Alifano was committed to seeing his commu-
nity pull through despite the odds. Ultimately, 
Half Moon Bay emerged with essential serv-
ices intact and a renewed commitment to 
community betterment. 

Councilman Alifano is the proud owner of 
Alifano Technologies in Half Moon Bay. 
Among many offerings, it specializes in com-
puter support, complex IT design and cus-
tomer service through the provision of needed 
supplies. The company is a prominent busi-
ness on Main Street, a location that dem-
onstrates the commitment of Councilman 
Alifano and his family to Half Moon Bay’s his-
toric business district. Alifano Technologies is 
also philanthropic, with the proceeds of e- 
waste recycling going towards the Boys and 
Girls Club of the Coastside. 

Mr. Speaker, serving on a city council is a 
challenging form of public service. Neighbors 
may have your phone number or buttonhole 
you in the store. You are privy to the most op-
timistic projections about the future of your 
town, and to some of the biggest challenges 
to continued prosperity. Allan Alifano handled 
his responsibilities with aplomb, enthusiasm 
and decisiveness. Half Moon Bay is a better 
community because he offered his services on 
behalf of its future. Please join me in con-
gratulating Allan Alifano on his service to the 
outstanding community of Half Moon Bay as 
he returns to private life in a city that was 
guided by his hopes for its future and by his 
service to all. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF HAR-

LEM’S TUSKEGEE AIRMAN JO-
SEPH HERMAN SPOONER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Tuskegee Airman Joseph 
Herman Spooner, a life-long resident of the 
Village of Harlem. As noted by the family: On 
September 11th, 2014, America surrendered a 
living legend to the annals of Black American 
history. Inextricably intertwined to the impor-
tance of this day ‘‘September 11th’’ in Amer-
ican history, a Tuskegee Airman at 94 years 
old, has passed over. 

September 11 reminds all of us every year 
that ‘freedom is not free’ and the strength of 
our nation depends on men and women, such 
as Joe Spooner, a decorated World War II 
original member of the 99th Fighter Squadron/ 
332 Fighter Group stationed out of Tuskegee, 
Alabama. 

Joseph Spooner was born on October 30th, 
1919 to Joseph and Georgianna Spooner. Jo-
seph was hilarious and loved to play jokes on 
people. He was high spirited and the life of the 
party. He had 6 children and three generations 
of grandchildren. He attended PS 179 Ele-
mentary School, PS 165 Robert E. Simon, and 
graduated from Dewitt Clinton High School in 
which he excelled in academics and athletics. 
He loved to play and watch sports. In his early 
years, he played Semi-Pro Basketball on a 
team called the Columbians. 

At the time he was drafted Joseph Spooner 
was a freshman at The City College of New 
York. Having played with the likes of Negro 
Basketball League legend John Issacs and 
‘‘Pop’’ Gates of the original Harlem Globe-
trotters he made his family proud qualifying to 
pursue a college education during such a ra-
cially charged and segregated time period. 
America in the 1940’s, was unforgiving for 
people of color, it was an impossible dream 
come true, yet a dream deferred. Joseph 
Spooner left college, abandoning a basketball 
scholarship to serve his country. 

Joe enlisted into service in 1942, and in 
1943 this Black American hero was commis-
sioned for duty with the Tuskegee Airmen. On 
April 1943, the 99th Fighter Squadron in their 
P–47 Thunderbolt fighters went into combat 
bound for North Africa, where it would join the 
33rd Fighter Group and its commander, Colo-
nel William W. Momyer. Given little guidance 
from battle-experienced pilots, the 99th’s first 
combat mission was to attack the small stra-
tegic volcanic island of Pantelleria in the Medi-
terranean Sea to clear the sea lanes for the 
Allied invasion of Sicily in July 1943. The air 
assault on the island began on 30 May 1943. 
The 99th flew its first combat mission on June 
2, 1943. The surrender of the garrison of 
11,121 Italians and 78 Germans due to air at-
tack was the first of its kind. 

The 99th moved on to Sicily and received a 
Distinguished Unit Citation for its performance 
in combat led by Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., 
Commander of the Tuskegee Airmen 332nd 
Fighter Group. Though subject to racial dis-
crimination, both at home and abroad, the 996 
pilots and more than 15,000 ground personnel 
who served with the all-black units would be 
credited with some 15,500 combat sorties and 

earn over 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses 
for their achievements. With over 200 combat 
missions the Tuskegee Airmen did not lose a 
single bomber. They did everything in their 
power to protect and shield the bombers. 

As American history has now recognized 
the heroism and amazing exploits and air bat-
tles that took place in the skies over Europe 
by the 99th Fighter Squadron/332 Fighter 
Group, Joe as Armorer may have had the 
most important role by which he was respon-
sible for loading the fighter planes with ammu-
nition. In 2006, I introduced legislation to 
honor the Tuskegee Airmen with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. In March of 2007, 
Tuskegee Airman Joseph Herman Spooner re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal of 
Honor from President George W. Bush 

Great men, like our beloved Tuskegee Air-
man Joseph Herman Spooner are temporary 
gifts we have in this world, but their accom-
plishments and achievements are far remem-
bered and forever lasting. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Tuskegee Airman Joseph 
Herman Spooner. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF SENATE 
AND HOUSE HEARINGS ON 
FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO PRO-
TECT VOTING RIGHTS OF AMER-
ICAN SAMOA’S ACTIVE DUTY 
SERVICE MEMBERS AND OVER-
SEAS VOTERS 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation on Senate and House hearings on a 
bill to protect the voting rights of American Sa-
moa’s active duty service members and over-
seas voters. 

[Press Release, July 14, 2004] 
SENATE HOLDS HEARING ON FALEOMAVAEGA 

BILL TO PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS OF ACTIVE 
DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS AND OVERSEAS 
VOTERS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands 
and Forests held a hearing on H.R. 2010, a 
bill he introduced to protect the voting 
rights of active duty service members and 
overseas voters whose home of residence is 
American Samoa. 

At this time, I want to thank Chairman 
Larry Craig and Ranking Member Ron 
Wyden for holding this hearing and for enter-
ing the full text of my statement into the 
record, Congressman Faleomavaega said. I 
also want to thank Senator Daniel Akaka 
who is a senior member of both the Energy 
Committee and the Subcommittee on Public 
Lands. Senator Akaka was instrumental in 
getting this hearing held and I thank him for 
his support and kind words. 

At today’s hearing, Senator Akaka said, 
‘‘H.R. 2010 was introduced by my good friend, 
Eni Faleomavaega, a senior member of the 
House who couldn’t testify himself because 
of the centennial celebration for the islands 
of Manua. On this occasion, I d like to send 
the people of American Samoa our best wish-
es as they celebrate the 100th anniversary 
since the stars and stripes were first raised 
by their traditional chiefs.’’ 

Senator Akaka continued by saying, ‘‘I do 
not have a question, Mr. Chairman, but a 
comment as someone who is very familiar 
with the challenges of transportation and 
communications out in the Pacific. This bill 
would resolve a long-standing problem in 
electing the Delegate from American Samoa: 
How to conduct a run-off election in just 14 
days in a territory with a very large number 
of absentee voters and only two regular 
flights from the U.S. each week? This bill 
would provide for election of the Delegate by 
a plurality vote. Or, if the local government 
wants, by a majority vote following a pri-
mary election. It would resolve a long-stand-
ing problem.’’ 

Chairman Craig thanked Senator Akaka 
for his opening comments and I also thank 
Senator Akaka for being at today’s hearing. 
Although I was invited to testify before the 
Senate Subcommittee, I thought it was 
equally important to attend Flag Day cele-
brations being held in American Samoa to 
recognize Manua’s 100 year relationship with 
the United States, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. This celebration is an 
historic event and I am pleased to be with 
the people on this important occasion and, 
again, I am pleased that Chairman Craig rec-
ognized the importance of Flag Day and in-
cluded my written testimony in the Com-
mittee records. 

I am also pleased to welcome the MV Sili 
to Manua. It is most fitting for our new ves-
sel to arrive from Louisiana just in time to 
commemorate Manuas history and to honor 
our traditional leaders and chiefs, past and 
present. The arrival of this vessel has been 
more than a year in the making and I am 
grateful to our friends in the House and Sen-
ate who supported our efforts to set aside 
funding for this vessel. 

When Republicans in the Senate wanted to 
cut funding for the Territories from the Tax 
Act of 2003, Democratic Senator Benjamin 
Nelson from Nebraska fought hard to help us 
keep our funding in place. Later, Republican 
Chairman Bill Thomas of the House Ways 
and Means Committee sent me a letter say-
ing that he was pleased he could assist me in 
this effort. 

Because we were successful in including 
the Territories, American Samoa received 
more than $10 million from the Tax Act of 
2003 and I am grateful that Senator John 
Breaux of Louisiana and Ranking Member 
Charles Rangel of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means stood with me in estab-
lishing Congressional intent on how these 
funds should be spent, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. 

I am also pleased that Governor Togiola 
stood with me and agreed that $5 million 
should be set aside for the purchase of a new 
vessel for Manua. I am also thankful that 
Senator Breaux put us in touch with one of 
the best shipyards in the world located in 
Louisiana and then personally made sure 
that American Samoa was receiving one of 
the best vessels Louisiana had to offer at a 
cost of $4 million. I consider Senator Breaux 
a good friend and I can say with certainty 
that he is also a friend of American Samoa. 

This year, we have much to be thankful for 
including this historic legislation which is 
moving through Congress to protect the vot-
ing rights of our active duty service mem-
bers and our college students and other over-
seas voters. H.R. 2010 is a bipartisan bill 
which is supported by Republican Chairman 
Richard Pombo and Ranking Democratic 
Member Nick Rahall of the House Com-
mittee on Resources, Faleomavaega said. 

On May 5, 2004, the House Committee on 
Resources passed this bill by unanimous con-
sent. On June 14, 2004, a Republican con-
trolled House passed H.R. 2010 without objec-
tion. I am pleased that the Senate is now 
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considering H.R. 2010 and I would like to 
note for the record that on October 29, 2003 
the House Committee on Resources also held 
a hearing on this bill. On behalf of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Mr. David 
Cohen, the Assistant Secretary for Insular 
Affairs, was invited to testify but declined 
citing that this was a local issue. 

Locally, H.R. 2010 is supported by the Gov-
ernor of American Samoa, the President of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House, and 
85% of those surveyed in American Samoa 
agree that overseas voters and active duty 
service members should have the right to 
vote in federal elections held in the Terri-
tory, Faleomavaega said. 

Given that Assistant Secretary Cohen ac-
cepted todays invitation to testify before the 
Senate Subcommittee on Public Lands and 
Forests, I am pleased that his testimony was 
supportive. Two weeks ago, when the Senate 
first informed me that H.R. 2010 would be 
considered today, I called Mr. Cohen to dis-
cuss the bill and determine where the De-
partment of Interior stood on the issue. As-
sistant Secretary Cohen and I came to an un-
derstanding prior to the hearing and I thank 
him for his support. 

While the Assistant Secretary focused his 
comments on the will of the people, when 
asked by Chairman Craig how he believed 
the will of the people should be determined, 
Mr. Cohen said he believed the Committee 
should rely on the statements which I in-
cluded in the Record. As I have said on many 
occasions, this matter has been before the 
people and the local leaders of American 
Samoa for the past six years. 

Since 1998, I have written to our Gov-
ernors, past and present. I have written and 
testified before our local Legislature and I 
have also included copies of my testimony, 
my letters, and local responses in the House 
and Senate Committee records. These enclo-
sures now on file with the Committees are 
more than 70 pages in length. Included in the 
record is Governor Togiola’s support of H.R. 
2010. 

Once more, I want to commend Governor 
Togiola for supporting this bill as we have 
always agreed that our military men and 
women should have the right to vote espe-
cially when they contribute almost a million 
dollars per year in taxes to our local govern-
ment. I also thank the President of the 
American Samoa Senate, the Honorable 
Lutu Tenari S. Fuimaono, and Speaker 
Matagi Ray McMoore for their support, 
Faleomavaega said. 

H.R. 2010 is an historic bill. It is a bill that 
immediately restores the voting rights of 
our overseas voters and active duty military 
members. It is also a bill that makes clear in 
no uncertain terms that the American 
Samoa Legislature is vested with the author-
ity it needs to establish primary elections 
for the office of the Delegate, if it so chooses. 

H.R. 2010 also protects American Samoa’s 
future in the U.S. Congress. Without H.R. 
2010, future Delegates could miss out on key 
committee assignments as a result of de-
layed outcomes and run-off elections. Like 
Governor Togiola, I do not believe American 
Samoa’s future should be weakened or dis-
advantaged and this is one more reason I ap-
preciate his support of H.R. 2010. 

Given the importance and urgency of this 
bill, I thank the members of the House Re-
sources Committee, both Democrats and Re-
publicans, who unanimously voted in favor 
of this bill. H.R. 2010 is the right thing to do 
and, as a Vietnam veteran, I will not rest 
until we fully guarantee that our active duty 
service members have the right to vote in 
federal elections held in American Samoa. 

To alleviate any concerns that I will per-
sonally benefit from this legislation, I of-
fered an amendment in the nature of a sub-

stitute for purposes of changing the effective 
date of this bill from January 2004 to Janu-
ary 2006. This amendment was unanimously 
supported at mark-up by the House Re-
sources Committee and, as such, any change 
in law will not go into effect until the 2006 
election cycle, Faleomavaega said. 

As I have repeatedly stated, H.R. 2010 in no 
way affects how the American Samoa Gov-
ernment chooses to elect its local leaders 
and, having made every change requested of 
me by our local leaders and after years of 
good-faith efforts on my part, I believe the 
time has come to do right by our overseas 
voters and men and women in the military. 
Our sons and daughters have fought and died 
to preserve our freedoms and I will do every-
thing I can to protect their right to vote. 

Again, I thank the Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Senate Subcommittee on 
Public Lands and Forests for holding this 
historic hearing on H.R. 2010 and I am hope-
ful that they will support its successful pas-
sage. In a dramatic moment before the hear-
ing came to a close, Senator Akaka said, ‘‘As 
a person from the Pacific, I want to make a 
final comment about H.R. 2010.’’ 

Chairman Craig granted the Senators re-
quest and Senator Akaka said, ‘‘As you 
know, Mr. Cohen, H.R. 2010 will resolve a 
long standing problem made worse by the 
current conflict in the Middle East where 
many American Samoans are now serving. 
Those Americans are fighting for democracy 
and I speak out in support of this bill. Mr. 
Chairman, I believe we should act quickly to 
pass this bill so that those men and women 
will have the opportunity to vote to help se-
lect their representative to the U.S. House of 
Representatives.’’ 

Like Senator Akaka, I also believe the 
Senate should act on this bill and I thank 
my dear friend Senator Akaka for standing 
with the people of American Samoa on this 
important issue. I also thank our men and 
women from American Samoa who are serv-
ing on active duty at a time when our nation 
is at war. I wish them the very best and I 
pray for their safe return, the Congressman 
concluded. 

[Press Release, Oct. 31, 2003] 
RESOURCES COMMITTEE HOLDS HEARING ON 

ELECTION BILL, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR TES-
TIFIES 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that on Wednesday October 29, 2003 the 
House Committee on Resources held a hear-
ing on H.R. 2010, a bill he introduced to pro-
tect the voting rights of military men and 
women whose home of record is American 
Samoa. 

Governor Togiola asked the Lieutenant 
Governor to testify in support of the bill and 
I am pleased by the outcome, Congressman 
Faleomavaega. At this time, we are in full 
agreement that H.R. 2010 is the right thing 
to do. Like 85% of those surveyed in Amer-
ican Samoa, we believe that our active duty 
service members should be afforded the same 
rights and privileges as every other man and 
woman serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Our service members and college students 
deserve the right to vote and we believe it is 
our duty to protect their rights. 

I am also pleased that Senator Fuimaono, 
President of the Senate, has also agreed to 
support our efforts. On October 27, 2003, he 
sent me a letter stating his full support for 
H.R. 2010 and wishing Chairman Pombo the 
best of luck in moving the bill forward. 

In a statement submitted to the Com-
mittee, Governor Togiola stated that al-
though I had previously expressed misgivings 
about the bill, after further review, I have 
come to support the measure for the fol-
lowing reasons: 1) The bill in its current 

form provides that when American Samoa 
devises a system for primary elections for 
election of our Congressman, the U.S. Con-
gress will amend the section to restore the 
election of the Congressman by majority 
vote. 2) Currently there is no other way to 
maximize the participation of American Sa-
moan residents serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces and those attending college, as well 
as their families, to fully participate in the 
election of our Congressional Delegate. 

As I have said before, H.R. 2010 is a good 
compromise and includes the suggestions of 
our local leaders. H.R. 2010 provides for both 
plurality and majority voting. It also clearly 
authorizes the Fono to establish primary 
elections, if it so chooses, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. 

I am pleased that the Governor, the Lieu-
tenant Governor, and the President of the 
Senate are now fully supportive of this bill. 
I thank them for their support and I also 
thank Chairman Pombo and Ranking Mem-
ber Nick Rahall of the House Resources Com-
mittee for holding a hearing on this bill. 

Finally, I want to thank our college stu-
dents and our men and women serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. We are living in difficult 
times and we must work together to make a 
difference for generations to come, the Con-
gressman concluded. 

f 

HONORING MRS. DEBORAH MOORE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Unsung 
Hero in Cleveland, Mississippi. 

Deborah Moore is the Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Community Relations at Delta Health 
Alliance. Mrs. Moore is assigned to the 
Indianola Promise Community where she pro-
vides administrative oversight and technical 
assistance to the community and organiza-
tions. Mrs. Moore worked one year as Project 
Manager IV at Delta Health Alliance before 
being promoted to Assistant Vice President 
and then to Associate Vice President. 

Mrs. Moore is a retiree from the state of 
Mississippi where she served 27 years in 
community and economic development. She 
spent the last 12 years of her career before 
coming to Delta Health Alliance at Delta State 
University’s Center for Community and Eco-
nomic Development in Cleveland, MS where 
she served as AmeriCorps director for two 
programs and then as director of the Center 
for Community and Economic Development 
the last five years. In her role as director of 
the Center for Community and Economic De-
velopment she assisted grass-root commu-
nities by empowering individuals, strength-
ening relationships and developing projects 
and programs to strengthen communities. 
Moore has extensive work with proposal writ-
ing having secured grants in excess of 
$15,000,000.00. 

Mrs. Moore is a member of several nonprofit 
boards, the Mississippi Center for Nonprofits, 
Cleveland Youth Council and Friends of the 
Environment. She currently serves as chair of 
the board for the Delta Fresh Foods Initiative. 
Moore serves in an advisory capacity for the 
Breast Education-Early Detection Project and 
the School-based Asthma Management 
Project at Delta State University. She also 
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serves on the advisory board of the Excel By 
5 program in Cleveland, MS and is a member 
of the Excel By 5 Coalition in Indianola, MS. 

Mrs. Moore works tirelessly in assisting: the 
elderly by running errands and doing other 
tasks they may desire; mentoring youth in di-
verse subject areas, so they can become an 
asset to society and work faithful with her hus-
band’s ministry to enhance congregants both 
spiritually and naturally. 

Mrs. Moore is a native of Cleveland, MS. 
She is a graduate of Delta State University 
with a B.B.A. degree and a M.B.A. degree. 
She has a certification as an Economic Devel-
opment Finance Professional from the Na-
tional Development Council (NDC) and re-
ceived her PhD from the University of South-
ern Mississippi in Human Capital Develop-
ment. 

Mrs. Moore is married to Dr. Billy Moore 
and they are the proud parents of two daugh-
ters, A’ndrea and Alicia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Deborah Moore, an amaz-
ing Unsung Hero, for her dedication and serv-
ice to mankind. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MEMORIAL 
HERMANN LIFE FLIGHT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Memorial Hermann Life Flight for being 
named the 2014 EMS Air Medical Service of 
the Year by the Texas Department of State 
Health Services. This award recognizes Me-
morial Hermann Texas Trauma Institute’s 
commitment to excellence in providing emer-
gency care to critically ill and injured patients. 

Life Flight, Houston’s only hospital-based air 
medical service, operates 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week and performs more than 
3,000 life-saving missions each year. Since 
Memorial Hermann began its air medical pro-
gram, it has completed more than 140,000 
missions. Life Flight continually adds new in- 
flight medical innovations into its quick trans-
port system to provide better care for the fast- 
growing Houston community. 

Thanks to the Memorial Hermann Texas 
Trauma Institute for their tireless work in en-
suring our community’s health and safety. On 
behalf of the residents of the Twenty-Second 
Congressional District of Texas, congratula-
tions again to Memorial Hermann for being 
honored with the 2014 EMS Air Medical Serv-
ice of the Year Award. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD ON PASSAGE 
OF FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO 
PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS OF 
AMERICAN SAMOA’S ACTIVE 
DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS AND 
OVERSEAS VOTERS 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-

mation on the passage of a bill to protect the 
voting rights of American Samoa’s active duty 
service members and overseas voters. 

[Press Release, Oct. 11, 2004] 
SENATE PASSES FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO 

PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS OF AMERICAN SA-
MOA’S ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS; 
PRESIDENT BUSH EXPECTED TO SIGN BILL 
INTO LAW WITHIN 30 DAYS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that on Wednesday September 15, 2004 
the Senate Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources passed, by unanimous con-
sent, H.R. 2010, a bill he introduced to allow 
military and overseas voters to participate 
in federal elections held in American Samoa. 
On the evening of Sunday October 10, 2004, 
the United States Senate also unanimously 
passed H.R. 2010 and the bill has now been 
sent to President George W. Bush who is ex-
pected to sign Faleomavaega’s bill into law 
within the next thirty days. 

First and foremost, I want to thank Amer-
ican Samoa’s military men and women who 
are proudly serving our country at a time 
when our nation is at war, the Congressman 
said. American Samoa’s sons and daughters 
have fought and died for the right to vote 
and, as a Vietnam Veteran, I promised I 
would do everything I could to make sure 
our military men and women could fully par-
ticipate in federal elections held in Amer-
ican Samoa. 

This is why I introduced H.R. 2010 and why 
I am thankful that this bill has enjoyed the 
full support of Republicans and Democrats in 
the House and Senate. For the record, it 
should be noted that not one Republican or 
Democrat in the House or Senate objected to 
H.R. 2010 and I am thankful to my colleagues 
for their support. 

No matter what is said, Congress is not 
about who is in the Majority. Congress is 
about seniority, friendship, and influence. It 
takes both Republicans and Democrats to 
get the job done and it also takes the sup-
port of our local leaders, Faleomavaega said. 
This is why I commend Governor Togiola, 
the late Senate President Lutu T. Fuimaono, 
and Speaker McMoore who also stood in sup-
port of H.R. 2010. 

I also commend the people of American 
Samoa, the Congressman continued. Of those 
surveyed, more than 85% agreed that our ac-
tive duty military members deserve the 
right to vote and, as a result of your support 
and prayers, H.R. 2010 has now passed the 
House and Senate and has been sent to the 
President of the United States who is also 
expected to fully support this bill. Once 
signed, H.R. 2010 will become effective in 
2006. Again, H.R. 2010 is an historic bill. It is 
a bill that restores the voting rights of our 
college students and active duty military 
members and makes clear in no uncertain 
terms that the American Samoa Legislature 
is vested with the authority it needs to es-
tablish primary elections for the office of the 
Delegate, if it so chooses. 

While my opponents continue to call this a 
plurality bill, nothing could be further from 
the truth, Faleomavaega said. Those who un-
derstand this bill know that this bill in-
cludes both plurality and majority voting. If, 
for example, the American Samoa Legisla-
ture establishes primary elections, the gen-
eral election for the office of the Delegate 
will be by majority. If the American Samoa 
Legislature fails to establish primary elec-
tions, the general election for the office of 
the Delegate will be by plurality. Either 
way, our military men and women and col-
lege students will have the right to vote for 
their Representative to the United States 
House of Representatives. 

Also, H.R. 2010 in no way affects how the 
American Samoa Government chooses to 

elect its local leaders. Furthermore, this 
matter is not new to the people or the Legis-
lature of American Samoa. The truth is this 
matter has been before the people and our 
local leaders for the past five years. Since 
1998, I have written to our Governors, past 
and present. I have written and testified be-
fore our local Legislature and I have brought 
this matter to the attention of our people 
through press releases, newsletters, radio 
and tv programs. In 2001, I also conducted a 
Congressional survey and 85% of those sur-
veyed agreed that American Samoas active 
duty service members should be afforded the 
same rights and privileges as every other 
American serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Having made every change requested of me 
by our local leaders and after years of good- 
faith efforts on my part, I am pleased that 
once the President signs H.R. 2010 into law 
our military men and women and college 
students will have the right to vote in fed-
eral elections held in American Samoa and 
will no longer be disenfranchised from the 
process as a result of Public Law 95–556 
which was passed on October 31, 1978, 
Faleomavaega said. Federal, or PL 95–556, re-
quires a runoff election to be held only 14 
days after the general election. As Governor 
Togiola said, this creates a situation where 
it is virtually impossible for American Sa-
moas Election Office to send out absentee 
ballots to the men and women in the mili-
tary and expect to receive them back in time 
for those votes to be counted in a run-off 
election. In other words, this is an injustice 
that has been made worse by the current 
conflict in the Middle East where many 
American Samoans are now serving and 
fighting for democracy. 

H.R. 2010 corrects the injustice and, for 
this reason, I am thankful that the U.S. Sen-
ate, the U.S. House of Representatives, Gov-
ernor Togiola, the late Senate President 
Fuimaono, Speaker McMoore, and 85% of 
those surveyed in American Samoa agreed 
with me that some measure should be put in 
place to assure that the votes of our military 
men and women are counted in federal elec-
tions held in American Samoa, 
Faleomavaega said. I am also thankful that 
Senator Akaka, a senior Member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, spoke out in support of H.R. 2010 and 
urged the Senate to act quickly to pass this 
bill so that American Samoas military men 
and women will have the opportunity to vote 
to help select their representative to the US. 
House of Representatives. 

Simply put, H.R. 2010 is the right thing to 
do and, to alleviate any concerns that I will 
personally benefit from this legislation, I 
would like to reiterate that I offered an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute for 
purposes of changing the effective date of 
this bill from January 2004 to January 2006. 
This amendment was unanimously supported 
at mark-up by the House Resources Com-
mittee and, as such, any change in law will 
not go into effect until the 2006 election 
cycle. 

At this time, I thank Chairman Pete 
Domenici and Ranking Member Jeff Binga-
man of the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources for supporting H.R. 2010. I 
also thank our Commander in Chief, Presi-
dent George W. Bush, who I am confident 
will soon sign H.R. 2010 into law. Above all, 
I thank our military men and women from 
American Samoa who are fighting for de-
mocracy so that you and I and future genera-
tions may live in peace. As a Vietnam vet-
eran, I wish them the very best and, as al-
ways, I pray for their safe return, the Con-
gressman concluded. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:46 Dec 03, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02DE8.040 E02DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1704 December 2, 2014 
[Press Release, Oct. 30, 2004] 

PRESIDENT BUSH SIGNS FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL 
AND AGREES THAT AMERICAN SAMOA’S 
TROOPS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that on the evening of October 30, 2004 
President Bush signed into law H.R. 2010, a 
bill he introduced to restore the voting 
rights of American Samoa’s troops and col-
lege students. 

I made a promise that I would not rest 
until American Samoa’s active duty mili-
tary men and women and other overseas vot-
ers had the right to vote in federal elections 
held in our Territory, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. And, today, I thank the 
President of the United States for signing 
my bill and supporting our troops. 

American Samoa’s military men and 
women have put their lives on the line time 
and time again and some have even given 
their lives for us to live in a free and demo-
cratic society. Now we have come together 
to thank them for their service by restoring 
their right to vote. 

Governor Togiola, Lieutenant Governor 
Aitofele Sunia, the late and honorable Presi-
dent of the Senate, Lutu T. Fuimaono, and 
many other members of the Fono supported 
this historic legislation and I thank them for 
their support. More than 85% of those sur-
veyed in American Samoa also agreed that 
our military men and women should have 
the right to vote and I thank you for your 
support, Faleomavaega said. 

The U.S. House of Representatives and the 
United States Senate also unanimously sup-
ported H.R. 2010. In fact, not one Republican 
or Democrat in the House or Senate objected 
to my bill. This is because H.R. 2010 is the 
right thing to do. 

H.R. 2010 includes both plurality and ma-
jority voting. If, for example, the American 
Samoa Legislature establishes primary elec-
tions, the general election for the office of 
the Delegate will be by majority. If the 
American Samoa Legislature fails to estab-
lish primary elections, the general election 
for the office of the Delegate will be by plu-
rality. Either way, our military men and 
women and college students will have the 
right to vote for their Representative to the 

United States House of Representatives, 
Faleomavaega said. 

Also, H.R. 2010 in no way affects how the 
American Samoa Government chooses to 
elect its local leaders and this matter is not 
new to the people or the Legislature of 
American Samoa. The truth is this matter 
has been before the people and our local lead-
ers for the past five years. Since 1998, I have 
written to our Governors, past and present. I 
have written and testified before our local 
Legislature and I have brought this matter 
to the attention of our people through press 
releases, newsletters, radio and tv programs. 
In 2001, I also conducted a Congressional sur-
vey and 85% of those surveyed agreed that 
American Samoa’s active duty service mem-
bers should be afforded the same rights and 
privileges as every other American serving 
in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Having made every change requested of me 
by our local leaders and after years of good- 
faith efforts on my part, I am pleased that 
H.R. 2010 has now been signed into law. As a 
result of the Presidents support, our mili-
tary men and women and college students 
will now have the right to vote in federal 
elections held in American Samoa and they 
will no longer be disenfranchised from the 
process as a result of Public Law 95–556 
which was passed on October 31, 1978. 

Federal, or PL 95–556, requires a runoff 
election to be held only 14 days after the 
general election. As Governor Togiola said, 
this creates a situation where it is virtually 
impossible for American Samoa’s Election 
Office to send out absentee ballots to the 
men and women in the military and expect 
to receive them back in time for those votes 
to be counted in a run-off election. In other 
words, this is an injustice that has been 
made worse by the current conflict in the 
Middle East where many American Samoans 
are now serving and fighting for democracy. 

H.R. 2010 corrects the injustice and, for 
this reason, I am thankful that President 
Bush, the U.S. Senate, the U.S. House of 
Representatives, many of our local leaders 
and the people of American Samoa agreed 
with me that some measure should be put in 
place to assure that the votes of our military 
men and women are counted in federal elec-
tions held in American Samoa. 

Again, I thank Senator Akaka, Chairman 
Pete Domenici and Ranking Member Jeff 
Bingaman of the Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources for supporting 
H.R. 2010. I also thank Chairman Richard 
Pombo and Ranking Member Nick Rahall of 
the House Committee on Resources for their 
support. Above all, I thank our military men 
and women from American Samoa who are 
fighting for democracy so that you and I and 
future generations may live in peace. As a 
Vietnam veteran, I wish them the very best 
and, as always, I pray for their safe return, 
the Congressman concluded. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on No-
vember 11, 2014, on Roll Call #516 on the 
Motion to Concur in the Senate Amendment to 
H.R. 4194—Government Reports Elimination 
Act, I am not recorded because I was absent 
for medical reasons. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA. 

On November 12, 2014, on Roll Call #517 
on H.Res. 748, Providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 5682) to approve the Keystone 
XL Pipeline, I am not recorded because I was 
absent for medical reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY. 

On November 13, 2014, on Roll Call #518 
on the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 
5682, I am not recorded because I was absent 
for medical reasons. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA. 

On November 13, 2014, on Roll Call #519 
on H.R. 5682, to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline, I am not recorded because I was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had I been present, 
I would have voted NAY. 
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