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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 3, 2014. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DOUG COL-
LINS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

NATIONAL OZONE POLLUTION 
STANDARDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, since 
the Clean Air Act was enacted into law 
more than 40 years ago, we have seen 
tremendous progress in cleaning up our 
air and in protecting thousands of com-
munities around the country. 

Unfortunately, many Americans are 
still living in communities where poor 
air quality puts them and their loved 
ones’ health at risk. That is why I am 
proud to support the EPA’s new stand-
ard for ground level ozone pollution. 

Whether we work outdoors or simply 
want our children to be able to play 
outside, the EPA’s recent national 
ozone pollution standards bring us one 
step closer to cleaner, healthier com-
munities for everyone to enjoy. This 
proposal would lower the current 
standard of 75 parts per billion to a 
standard in the range of 65 to 70 parts 
per billion, while taking public com-
ments on a level as low as 60. 

Despite what many of my colleagues 
seem to believe, successful public 
health protection depends on the latest 
scientific data, and as many Members 
have been so eager to point out, we are 
not scientists. All we can do is rely on 
the best data out there from experts in 
the field, and in this case the data is 
quite clear. 

A significantly expanded body of sci-
entific evidence, including more than 
1,000 new studies since the last review 
of the standards, show that ozone can 
cause harmful effects to health and the 
environment. Health experts, epi-
demiologists, and numerous medical 
organizations have clearly stated that 
the existing EPA smog standard of 75 
parts per billion is not adequate to pro-
tect public health, particularly for vul-
nerable populations such as children, 
the elderly, outdoor workers, and those 
with chronic medical conditions like 
asthma. In all, 147 million people in the 
U.S., almost half of the country, are 
breathing unhealthy air. 

Earlier this year the American Lung 
Association’s State of the Air 2014 
ranked Chicago as the 14th most pol-
luted city in the Nation for short-term 
particle pollution. The city also ranked 
20th for most ozone-polluted and for 
year-round particle pollution. In fact, 
nearly half of all Americans live in 
counties where ozone or particle pollu-
tion levels make the air unhealthy to 
breathe. 

Studies have linked breathing ozone 
to an increased risk of premature 
deaths and difficulty breathing, as well 

as other serious illnesses. In the U.S. 
today, one child in 10 already suffers 
from asthma, and ozone pollution only 
makes things worse. 

When asked what steps need to be 
taken to reduce the air pollution, the 
American Lung Association said that 
Federal action, including the EPA set-
ting strong, health-based standards to 
limit ozone pollution, is one of the 
most important action steps we can 
take. 

When we update our national ozone 
pollution standards, we are not only 
cleaning up our air but also protecting 
those most at risk. These changes 
would have a lasting and positive im-
pact on my home State of Illinois, 
where 1.2 million adults and 13 percent 
of children suffer from smog-related 
asthma, well above the national aver-
age. 

President Theodore Roosevelt once 
said, ‘‘In any moment of decision, the 
best thing you can do is the right 
thing. The worst thing you can do is 
nothing.’’ Knowing the tremendous im-
pact ozone pollution has on our envi-
ronment and community health, the 
decision to do nothing is not a viable 
option. 

Per usual, there are those here at-
tacking this new proposal with claims 
of job loss and economic harm. Accord-
ing to science deniers and special inter-
ests, this proposal will cause the sky to 
fall. The facts, however, state other-
wise. 

Since 1970 we have cut harmful air 
pollution by almost 70 percent while 
the U.S. economy has more than tri-
pled. An ozone standard in the pro-
posed range of 65 to 70 parts per billion 
has public health benefits worth bil-
lions of dollars. Reducing ozone and 
particle pollution nationwide will 
avoid countless premature deaths and 
thousands of asthma-related emer-
gency room visits, not to mention 
fewer missed school and work days. 

The impact of ozone on agricultural 
workers is also important in its own 
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right. A reduction in the ozone stand-
ard would translate into an annual cost 
savings of approximately $1 billion in 
labor expenditure. 

We have countless scientific studies 
that clearly display the negative 
health risks associated with unregu-
lated ozone pollution. Nevertheless, 
critics continue to play a dangerous 
role in denouncing the science and the 
law EPA has used for more than 40 
years. 

The science cannot be ignored. Now 
is the time to protect the most vulner-
able among us. Now is the time to fight 
for better air quality across the coun-
try. Now is the time for action to pro-
tect American health and the environ-
ment. 

We cannot afford to wait. Clean air is 
essential to a healthy community and 
a strong economy. 

f 

GENIUS OF THE CONSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the 
genius of our Constitution can be found 
in the separation of powers that has 
preserved our freedom for 225 years. 

The American Founders recognized 
that what had gone so terribly wrong 
in Europe was that the same organ of 
government that made the law also en-
forced that law and adjudicated it. All 
the powers were in the same hands. 
They wanted to protect their new Na-
tion from such a fate. 

So they divided the powers of govern-
ment. Congress, and Congress alone, 
makes the law. ‘‘All legislative power 
herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States.’’ 

You want many voices in that deci-
sionmaking process. You want a great, 
big, messy debate. That is the Con-
gress. 

Once that decision is made, it needs 
to be carried out by a single will, a sin-
gle branch, headed by one individual 
whom the Constitution commands to 
‘‘take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed.’’ One person does not get to 
make the law in this Republic. The 
President is called upon to enforce the 
law. 

Fundamentally, that means he does 
not get to pick and choose which laws 
he will enforce and which laws he will 
ignore. He does not get to pick and 
choose who must obey the law and who 
gets to live above the law. And he does 
not get to change laws or make laws by 
decree. 

That is the difference between the 
American Republic that prides itself on 
being a nation of laws and not of men 
and the European despots of old who 
boasted that the law was in their 
mouths. 

Mr. Speaker, last week the President 
asserted an entirely unconstitutional 
power to nullify existing immigration 
law by ordering the executive branch 
to simply ignore it. Further, he has or-

dered 34 million green cards to allow 
businesses to hire illegal immigrants, 
despite Federal law that explicitly for-
bids their employment. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, ex-
ecutives have tested the limits of their 
power, but this act crosses a very 
bright line. Fortunately, the American 
Founders anticipated that some day a 
President might attempt to subvert 
the Constitution in this manner, and 
they provided a variety of defenses 
available to both the legislative and 
the judicial branches. 

The legislative branch has the power 
of the purse, but that power is tempo-
rarily constrained by the partisan divi-
sion between the House and the Senate. 
Fortunately, the American people have 
acted to end that division in January. 

But I fear that any confrontation be-
tween the executive and the legislative 
branches could ultimately end in stale-
mate. The third branch of government, 
the judiciary, must be brought into 
this process. 

Since our earliest days, the Supreme 
Court has guarded our Nation from un-
constitutional acts by both the legisla-
tive and executive branches, and that 
role is desperately needed now. I be-
lieve there is no substitute for Con-
gress doing everything within its power 
to invoke judicial intervention. 

I cannot believe that even the most 
devoted liberals on the bench can be 
comfortable with this brazen act of 
usurpation. Assuming the Court stands 
with the Constitution, the President 
would have no choice but to back down 
or face a catastrophic public and con-
gressional backlash. 

Whether we choose to recognize it, 
this is a full-fledged constitutional cri-
sis. If allowed to stand, this precedent 
renders meaningless the separation of 
powers and the checks and balances 
that comprise the fundamental archi-
tecture of our Constitution. If it 
stands, every future President, Repub-
lican and Democrat, will cite it as jus-
tification for lawmaking by decree. 

The seizure of legislative authority 
by the executive is fatal to a republic 
such as ours. Indeed, it was Julius 
Caesar’s usurpation of the Roman sen-
ate’s legislative prerogatives that 
brought down the Roman republic and 
began four centuries of dictatorship. 
Once the rule of one man is established 
over the rule of law, it is a very dif-
ficult thing to stop. 

Unlike every law that is passed under 
our Constitution, the Constitution 
itself has no penalties for those who 
break it. The reason is that the Con-
stitution was written to be self-enforc-
ing, but that only happens if the pow-
ers of government are evenly balanced. 
The Founders relied on each branch 
acting to keep those powers in balance. 
Now, in our time, that responsibility is 
ours. 

f 

ASSESSMENTS IN EDUCATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here this morning to discuss an impor-
tant issue that we hear about when we 
talk with teachers, parents, students, 
and school administrators. In conversa-
tion after conversation, they have ex-
pressed concern about what seems like 
an endless stream of tests that, in 
many cases, do little, if anything, to 
improve learning or classroom instruc-
tion. 

Of course, assessments play an im-
portant role in education, and high- 
quality assessments are valuable for 
informing meaningful instruction. 
Nonetheless, too much time is devoted 
to redundant, low-quality, or unneces-
sary tests. 

In many cases, teachers administer 
tests, but the results aren’t made 
available for months, and hardworking 
educators have little opportunity to 
design individualized support based on 
the results of those tests. 

Furthermore, some of the tests are 
redundant. They take up time that 
could be used on meaningful instruc-
tion, use resources best spent else-
where, and cause students undue stress. 
In other schools, too much time is 
dedicated to preparing for tests that 
are not well-aligned with State stand-
ards. Simply put, unnecessary assess-
ments have hindered our progress as a 
global leader in education. 

We know that the Federal Govern-
ment mandates several tests each year, 
and States and school districts often 
require even more tests. Does this all 
make sense? Do all of these tests im-
prove instruction, improve public edu-
cation? 

Today, I rise to discuss legislation 
that I am working on to help States 
and local districts implement good, re-
liable assessments aligned to stand-
ards, and importantly, eliminate re-
dundant, poor-quality assessments that 
take valuable time from teachers and 
students, time that could be used on 
meaningful instruction. 

We don’t need more tests. We need 
better tests. My bill will use an exist-
ing grant to provide States with fund-
ing to develop assessment systems that 
ensure the best use of students’ test re-
sults and that align assessments with 
college and career-ready standards. 

The transition to rigorous content 
standards is hard work, and my bill 
will support States as they implement 
high-quality assessments linked to 
those standards. 

Working with local educational agen-
cies, States will create assessment 
plans outlining how they will improve 
the quality of their tests, how they will 
use the assessment data, and how they 
will make the data more accessible to 
educators, students, and parents. 

This legislation will also support 
States and local districts that want to 
lead the way on developing more sen-
sible assessment systems. States will 
be able to volunteer to audit their as-
sessment systems and use the results 
to design plans to eliminate unneces-
sary and redundant testing. 
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Many State school chiefs and district 

superintendents have recently made a 
commitment to this effort. My legisla-
tion will make available much-needed 
Federal support. 

b 1015 

The focus in the classroom should be 
on the student. This bill will help 
States improve their assessments and 
make better use of the results, so they 
can draw valuable conclusions about 
students and give educators the data 
they need, so they can do what they do 
best: teach. 

Ultimately, we must address the cul-
ture of testing that has created stress 
for students, parents, and teachers. 
This bill is a strong first step. It keeps 
control in the hands of the States and 
school districts, and it provides the 
funding to streamline assessment sys-
tems and make sure that the remain-
ing assessments are high quality and 
useful. 

My bill offers this support through 
an existing funding stream, and it will 
help put the focus back on our stu-
dents. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO UNESCO FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to speak against a push by the ad-
ministration and its allies here in Con-
gress to ignore U.S. law—this time, to 
ignore the legal prohibition on using 
U.S. taxpayer dollars to fund UNESCO. 

Frankly, it is an indictment against 
the administration and some of our 
colleagues that we have to go through 
this song and dance every year or 
whenever a funding measure is set to 
come to the floor; yet here we are 
again, as some in Congress want to 
help President Obama circumvent and 
undermine U.S. law and restore at 
least partial funding for UNESCO, so 
that that body can continue to push its 
anti-U.S./anti-Israel agenda. 

Time and again, the President has 
taken unilateral action meant to get 
around congressional opposition and 
has openly stated that he will continue 
to do so. 

Since 1990, U.S. law has prohibited 
any funding to the U.N. or to any U.N. 
agency that gives the PLO membership 
status and recognizes the nonexistent 
State of Palestine. 

UNESCO was well aware of our laws 
when its members voted to include this 
so-called Palestine among its ranks, 
triggering the U.S. funding prohibition. 
President Obama knew this when we 
cut off UNESCO’s funding in response 
because it is the law; however, since 
then, he has sought ways to undermine 
and circumvent this law to not only re-
store funding to UNESCO, but to also 
pay dues in arrears which now would 
amount to over $300 million in U.S. 
taxpayer dollars. 

This is the very same body that al-
lows the likes of Cuba—the antithesis 
of freedom and the respect for human 
rights and the rule of law—on its exec-
utive board. When UNESCO admitted a 
nonexistent Palestine, it undermined 
the peace process and only emboldened 
Abu Mazen even further to move for-
ward with his unilateral push for state-
hood at the U.N. 

There cannot be a legitimate Pales-
tinian state unless it comes about as 
the result of direct negotiations be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
This unilateral scheme by Abu Mazen 
is a way for him to use that U.N. body 
to gain de facto statehood without hav-
ing to first come to an agreement with 
Israel. 

If President Obama and his enablers 
in Congress have their way and U.S. 
funding for UNESCO is restored, it will 
signal that the U.S. supports this uni-
lateral push for statehood, and we will 
have sold out our closest friend and 
ally: the democratic Jewish State of 
Israel. 

We must make it clear to the admin-
istration in no uncertain terms that 
Congress will not allow it to continue 
to circumvent and undermine congres-
sional authority or the law and that we 
will not allow it once again to fund 
UNESCO. 

Giving the administration the au-
thority it seeks to fund UNESCO would 
not only set a dangerous precedent by 
showing those with an anti-Israel agen-
da at the U.N. that the U.S. does not 
have the courage of its convictions or 
the fortitude to enforce our own laws, 
but it would also give the green light 
to the rest of the bodies at the U.N. to 
follow UNESCO’s lead and also admit 
Palestine. 

Abu Mazen has already signaled that 
he will seek further recognition at the 
U.N., and unless we make it absolutely 
certain to the entire U.N. system that 
admitting Palestine has very real and 
tangible negative consequences, the 
bodies at the U.N. will fall in line with 
this dangerous scheme, and that would 
cause irreparable harm to the peace 
process. 

Instead of President Obama’s looking 
for ways to spend hundreds of millions 
of taxpayer dollars at an anti-U.S./ 
anti-Israel body at the U.N., which is 
in violation of U.S. law, the President 
should perhaps instead focus on insti-
tutions at the U.N. that do work and 
that are effective. 

This month, for example, the World 
Food Programme, WFP, was forced to 
suspend its assistance to millions of 
refugees who fled the crisis in Syria 
and went to Jordan, to Lebanon, to 
Iraq, to Turkey; as a result, millions 
could go hungry as they are set to face 
the harsh winter. 

Our money would be better spent 
helping an institution we know works 
because it relies on voluntary contribu-
tions only, and we should be doing 
more to ensure that the WFP, the 
World Food Programme, can continue 
its good work to assist these millions 
of refugees around the world. 

THIS CONGRESS MUST VOTE TO 
AUTHORIZE THE WARS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my great frustration 
and anger that this Congress—the 113th 
Congress—continues to ignore its con-
stitutional responsibilities to debate 
and vote on whether to authorize the 
U.S. war against Islamic State forces 
in Iraq and Syria. 

On July 25, this House voted 370–40 
that, if the United States engages in 
sustained combat operations in Iraq, 
then the House would need to authorize 
such actions. Let me read exactly what 
this House approved by such an over-
whelming, bipartisan majority: 

The President shall not deploy or maintain 
United States Armed Forces in a sustained 
combat role in Iraq without specific statu-
tory authorization for such use enacted after 
the date of the adoption of this concurrent 
resolution. 

That vote, supported by 180 Repub-
licans and 190 Democrats, was taken 
nearly 4.5 months ago. 

What has happened since then? On 
August 8, just 2 weeks after the House 
vote, the U.S. began bombing Islamic 
State forces in Iraq. We are now bomb-
ing Iraq to protect infrastructure, as 
part of coordinated military operations 
with Kurdish and Iraqi military forces, 
and to take back or to hold cities, 
towns, and other territory. We are fly-
ing dozens of bombing sorties nearly 
every day in Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, we have also escalated 
the number of U.S. troops in Iraq, os-
tensibly as trainers and advisers. On 
November 7, the President announced 
yet another escalation in the number 
of U.S. troops deployed to Iraq, sending 
roughly an additional 1,500 troops to 
the region for a ‘‘comprehensive train-
ing effort’’ for Iraq’s army. 

When they arrive, this will put the 
number of American troops in Iraq at 
around 3,000. The U.S. Central Com-
mand is also working on setting up new 
‘‘expeditionary advise-and-assist oper-
ation centers’’ far outside the cities of 
Baghdad and Erbil. 

What else has happened since July? 
We expanded the war to Syria. On Sep-
tember 17, this House voted to include 
in the short-term continuing resolu-
tion authority to arm and train certain 
Syrian rebel forces, ostensibly to pro-
vide ground troops inside Syria to fight 
Islamic State forces. 

Five days later, the U.S. began bomb-
ing inside Syria. We have flown scores 
of bombing missions inside Syrian ter-
ritory against the Islamic State and— 
and this should come as no surprise— 
other radical groups like the Khorasan 
Group. 

This week, we are in military nego-
tiations with Turkey to establish a 
safe zone—a no-fly zone—along the 
northern border of Syria that will 
cover territory inside of Syria and in-
side Turkey. 
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The President has asked for an addi-

tional $5.6 billion from Congress to 
augment the Pentagon’s overseas con-
tingency operations account, the OCO. 
About $3.4 billion of that would go to 
the operations against the Islamic 
State, and another $1.6 billion would 
directly support the Iraqi training and 
equipping mission. I have no doubt 
that all or most of those funds will be 
included in the omnibus appropriations 
bill next week. 

Mr. Speaker, if this doesn’t add up to 
our forces being engaged in sustained 
military combat operations, then what 
in the world does? Many Members keep 
talking about prohibiting U.S. troops 
from having boots on the ground. 

Mr. Speaker, we already have nearly 
3,000 pairs of boots on the ground in 
Iraq, and I don’t know how many peo-
ple we have supporting and carrying 
out bombing missions because the Pen-
tagon and the White House haven’t 
told us. 

Enough is enough. This House needs 
to draft, debate, and vote on whether 
to authorize this vast array of military 
operations known as Operation Inher-
ent Resolve before we adjourn this 
year. 

This war began under this Congress, 
the 113th Congress. It has escalated 
under the 113th Congress. It has ex-
panded from Iraq to Syria and now to 
Turkey under the 113th Congress. It is 
the responsibility of the 113th Congress 
to authorize it or not. We need to take 
care of our business—real, serious, life- 
and-death business—before we walk out 
the door next week. We need to do our 
jobs. 

No more excuses, no more whining 
about how the White House should send 
Congress a request. It is the institu-
tional and constitutional duty of the 
Congress of the United States to decide 
matters of war and peace. It is time for 
the leadership of this House to step up 
to the plate and bring an authorization 
to the floor to be debated and voted on 
before we adjourn. 

If not, then shame on this House and 
shame on the leadership for failing to 
carry out our most sacred duty to our 
uniformed men and women, their fami-
lies, and the American people. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE BRAVERY OF 
PRIVATE JOHN SIPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I call at-
tention to the bravery exhibited during 
the Civil War by Private John Sipe 
during the Battle of Fort Stedman. 

In addition, I recognize and commend 
the tireless efforts by his great-grand-
son, Mr. Reuben Troutman, a con-
stituent of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Dis-
trict, who has advocated for over a dec-
ade for the consideration of his great- 
grandfather to receive the Medal of 
Honor. 

On March 25, 1865, Private Sipe’s self-
less actions in the face of grave danger 

exhibited unparalleled bravery while 
fighting at the Battle of Fort Stedman 
with the 205th Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

After Confederate forces succeeded in 
capturing Fort Stedman, the 205th 
Regiment made a gallant charge to 
counter the rebel attack. Although 
still considered to be in training status 
at that time, these brave Pennsylva-
nians managed to force the opposition 
back into Fort Stedman, halting the 
Confederate onslaught. 

During the intense hand-to-hand 
combat that occurred in retaking the 
fort, Private Sipe displayed extreme 
heroism when, without concern for his 
own safety, he fearlessly charged the 
rebel lines and captured the Confed-
erate flag. 

The commander of the IX Army 
Corps, Major General John G. Parke, 
recommended to Army headquarters 
that Private Sipe be awarded the Medal 
of Honor for his valor and selflessness 
in capturing the enemy flag. 

Mr. Speaker, I must explain that cap-
turing this flag at the time was not 
like this game that you might have 
heard about of capturing the flag. At 
the time of the Civil War, just imagine 
the fire and the sound of cannonade, 
muskets, the screams of compatriots 
on either side of the line in trying to 
manage the battle. 

It was the flag, it was the guidon, it 
was the standard, that showed the sol-
diers what action their unit was tak-
ing, and without it, it would render 
them impotent because there was no 
communication. There were no radios 
during the Civil War, so capturing the 
flag meant everything; not only was it 
symbolic, but it had a huge purpose in 
determining what that unit could, 
would, or would not do. 

Although recommended to receive 
the award by the commanding general, 
according to the National Archives and 
Records Administration, Private Sipe, 
however, never received the Medal of 
Honor. 

In a process that has spanned more 
than a decade, Private Sipe’s only liv-
ing relative—his great-grandson Reu-
ben Troutman of Mechanicsburg, Penn-
sylvania—has worked with our office 
and the office of my predecessors to en-
sure that Private Sipe was given fair 
consideration for the Medal of Honor 
for which he was recommended. 

Unfortunately, the Department of 
Defense determined this year that a 
lack of existing evidence precludes the 
award of the Medal of Honor for Pri-
vate Sipe’s bravery and service. Pri-
vate Sipe’s heroism warrants recogni-
tion, nonetheless. 

Additionally, Reuben Troutman has 
dedicated an extensive amount of time 
over many years in researching his 
great-grandfather’s contribution at the 
Battle of Fort Stedman, and he has 
worked diligently and tirelessly to 
bring to light historical facts of Pri-
vate Sipe’s military record. 

I commend Reuben for his attention 
to detail, persistence, tenacity, and 

zeal in seeking to honor his family her-
itage and for a valiant attempt at ob-
taining recognition for his great-grand-
father’s honorable and courageous 
service during the Civil War. 

As a proud servicemember myself and 
as a combat veteran and on behalf of 
the millions of other uniformed per-
sonnel who have served after him, I 
thank not only Private Sipe, but also 
Mr. Troutman, for their selfless service 
and dedication to our Nation. 

f 

b 1030 

HUMAN DIGNITY FOR ALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in 
this season of reflection for many 
across the Nation, I will take a mo-
ment, first of all, to speak to my con-
stituent Zeph to remind him that I 
have always supported the human dig-
nity of all persons, and I will never fail 
to do so. I thank him for his warm em-
brace of those values and our commit-
ment that we will continue to work to-
gether, which brings me to my concern 
of an ailing American who has continu-
ously been held in Cuba. 

I ask today on the floor of the House 
for the leadership of this government 
to continue to work diligently in the 
efforts to return Alan Gross to his fam-
ily. I hope that we will join together, 
Republicans and Democrats, to work 
for his release and his return. I would 
note, Mr. Speaker, that I do not speak 
of the conditions of such, the reasons 
for such; just an American who is in 
failing health whom we need to work 
to bring home. 

I think that is the kind of spirit of 
mercy that I would like to continue to 
speak of as we try to work our way 
through the understanding of the 
President’s action on the executive 
order regarding immigration. It follows 
the directive of the Speaker of the 
House, who said: 

A comprehensive approach to immigration 
reform is long overdue; and I am confident 
that the President, myself, and others can 
find the common ground to take care of this 
issue once and for all. 

Spoken by Speaker BOEHNER in 2012. 
Now, as we approach the new year, 

2015, 3 years later, there has not been 
one vote on the floor of the House to 
bring mercy or relief to those who have 
been languishing in the shadows—not 
opening the borders, Mr. Speaker, but 
to really provide a framework for those 
who are here in the United States, al-
most as if there was a temporary par-
don. 

This is not, as the Judiciary Com-
mittee pounded over and over again 
yesterday, a change in the law. This is 
a work within the confines of the law 
under article II executive powers of the 
President and the language to take 
care. It is actually a recognition to 
frame, if you will, the interpretation 
that is given to laws of the land— 
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might I say, civil laws as well. Because 
in a civil law, there is punishment; 
under immigration laws, you can be de-
ported, a civil penalty. 

So the President has said, in an exec-
utive order narrowly confined and re-
viewed by legal counsel and constitu-
tional experts, supported by 136 schol-
ars, that said that the President is 
within his rights to stop deportation of 
store owners and childcare workers and 
high-tech workers, and particularly the 
parents of children who are, in fact, 
citizen children of legal permanent 
residents. 

It is important for the American peo-
ple to understand, there is no illegality 
here. There is no runaway Presidency 
here. There is an understanding that 
those who have status—not immigra-
tion status, not pathway to citizenship, 
but a temporary reprieve—almost like 
a pardon, yet it is more temporary, 
those children who have been deferred, 
all he did was to say that it should be 
3 years and not 2 years. He has asked 
that the ICE officers be made, if you 
will, equal to other Federal law en-
forcement officers. I celebrate that. 
That is exciting. 

Let me quickly say this, Mr. Speak-
er. I want to travel in the pathway of 
Reverend Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea 
about immigration reform. Her words 
are, as I paraphrase them: We should 
choose our values for people over poli-
tics, community safety over partisan 
strategies, family unity and welcome 
over fear of foreigners, and humani-
tarian compassion for children and 
families above rhetoric and rancor. 

Let me finally, Mr. Speaker, say that 
I want to, again, as I move to another 
topic, thank and compliment the pro-
testers that were peaceful regarding 
the issue of Ferguson. I ask for people 
to understand these young people. I 
went out in Houston in the march and 
applauded them for the peacefulness of 
their protests. Now they are asking for 
us as legislators and policymakers to 
make a difference in their lives. I pub-
licly say on the floor of the House they 
will not be forgotten. 

I want AJ to know, who is an intern 
in my office from St. Louis, shot in 
gang fights, that he will not be forgot-
ten. The work that he is doing will be 
remembered. 

I ask the National Association of 
Chiefs of Police to join us in a discus-
sion on how we best walk through 
these concerns. There are many legisla-
tive initiatives, but it has to be a com-
bination of law enforcement, policy-
makers, civil rights leaders. 

And to our police unions, let me say 
there are none of us that have not 
worked and stood alongside of you. 

I want to say in closing, Mr. Speaker, 
on H.R. 5550, that I hope my colleagues 
will join me in making sure that fund-
ing is not used by local communities 
through their various traffic stops to 
fund their communities. 

Let’s make a difference on Ferguson, 
Mr. Speaker. 

IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, the 
issue is no longer whether Congress 
and the President can agree on immi-
gration policy. The question is: Does a 
President have the power to alter our 
Nation’s laws without passing new 
statutes? 

Throughout the history of this great 
country, since the time of our Found-
ing Fathers, the answer to this ques-
tion has been ‘‘no.’’ Yet President 
Obama struck a blow to the system of 
checks and balances that has been at 
the heart of our government and our 
Constitution for over 200 years. 

The constitutionality of the Presi-
dent’s actions are in question as the 
President has said time and time again 
that he does not have the constitu-
tional authority to change our Na-
tion’s immigration laws on his own. 
From 2008 up to this August, at least 22 
times the President has said that he 
couldn’t ignore the laws on the books 
or create his own immigration laws. 

In 2011, the President said: ‘‘America 
is a nation of laws, which means I, as 
the President, am obligated to enforce 
the law. I don’t have a choice about 
that. That’s part of my job. 

‘‘We’ve got three branches of govern-
ment. Congress passes the law. The ex-
ecutive branch’s job is to enforce and 
implement those laws. And then the ju-
diciary has to interpret the laws. There 
are enough laws on the books by Con-
gress that are very clear in terms of 
how we have to enforce our immigra-
tion system that for me to simply, 
through executive order, ignore those 
congressional mandates would not con-
form with my appropriate role as 
President.’’ 

Very well spoken, President Obama, 
the constitutional scholar that he is. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the framework of 
our Nation’s system of checks and bal-
ances. The Constitution is clear. It is 
clear that it is Congress’ duty to write 
the laws, and it is the President’s re-
sponsibility to enforce them. 

While law enforcement agencies do 
have the inherent power to exercise 
prosecutorial discretion, the authority 
as to whether to enforce or not enforce 
the law against particular individuals, 
this power must be used judiciously 
and isn’t an invitation to violate or ig-
nore a law in its entirety. By granting 
amnesty to 5 million illegal immi-
grants, this administration has crossed 
the line from any justifiable use of its 
executive authority to a failure to 
faithfully execute the laws. 

Mr. Speaker, whether you are a Dem-
ocrat or a Republican, whether you 
agree or disagree with the President’s 
policy on illegal immigrants and immi-
gration, you cannot agree with the 
President’s actions. No one is vested 
with the power to be both President 
and legislator. 

INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS A 
THREAT TO JUSTICE EVERY-
WHERE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to say thank you to the 
many persons who serve in law enforce-
ment. They have difficult jobs, and 
they do their jobs well. I salute them. 

I also salute the many persons who 
have been engaged in peaceful protests. 
What they have been attempting to do, 
I support. A peaceful protest is the best 
protest. Peaceful protests can make a 
difference in the lives of people. I 
know, because I stand here today be-
cause of peaceful protests. 

I would like to continue what I start-
ed on yesterday, when I indicated that 
I would give a response today to a 
query that was made on Morning Joe. 
And I want my colleagues to know that 
I don’t believe the query was made 
with malice aforethought. I think it 
was a genuine expression of concern. 
While intonations and expressions may 
connote otherwise to some, I believe 
that this is a question that should have 
been asked and that needs to be an-
swered. 

The question was: What is wrong 
with these people?—meaning three 
Members of Congress. What is wrong 
with these people that they would 
come to the well of the House of Rep-
resentatives and they would hold their 
hands up? What is wrong with them? 

Here is the answer, my dear brother: 
the same thing that was wrong with 
the Pilgrims and caused them to come 
to Plymouth Rock; the same thing 
that caused persons to throw tea into 
the Boston Harbor; the same thing that 
caused farmers to traverse the country 
on tractors and come to the United 
States Capitol to protest; the same 
thing that caused Rosa Parks to take a 
seat on a bus against the law; the same 
thing that caused Dr. King to march 
from Selma to Montgomery; the same 
thing that caused them to cross the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge on what is 
known as Bloody Sunday. 

What is wrong with these people? 
They refuse to accept injustice. I refuse 
to accept injustice. What happened in 
Ferguson was an injustice. I refuse to 
accept injustice. Injustice anywhere is 
still a threat to justice everywhere. Dr. 
King was right. Injustice in Ferguson 
is a threat to justice in Houston, a 
threat to justice in Boston. Injustice 
anywhere is still a threat to justice ev-
erywhere. 

And so I will continue to hold my 
hands up. I will continue to support 
those who engage in peaceful protest. 
Because holding one’s hands up is an 
indication that you don’t have any-
thing that will be harmful, an indica-
tion that you are willing to move free-
ly and give an opinion about something 
that you believe to be important. I 
think that this will symbolize a move-
ment that will metamorphose far be-
yond the initial reason for it being de-
veloped. I am absolutely convinced 
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that this will not eviscerate, this will 
not evaporate, that it is not going to 
go away. It is going to become part of 
the protest movement. 

I also want to note that what hap-
pened with the Rams players was a 
seminal moment, and I want to legiti-
mize what they did. I have already said 
that I will have flags flown over the 
Capitol of the United States of Amer-
ica in each person’s name. 

Somebody is going to say, well, what 
about the people who may have com-
mitted a crime? Washington wasn’t 
perfect, but we honored him. Jefferson 
wasn’t perfect; we honor him. I am 
going to honor them for what they did 
at that seminal moment, just as I be-
lieve John Carlos and Tommie Smith 
should be honored for what they did 
when they held their hands up, indi-
cating that they were protesting at the 
Olympics in ’68. 

So I, Mr. Speaker, am honored to 
have this opportunity today to indicate 
to the world, finally, that Dr. King was 
right when he said the truest measure 
of the person is not where the person 
stands in times of comfort and conven-
ience, when everybody is patting you 
on the back, when everybody loves you, 
all your bills are paid, when things 
couldn’t be better. The truest measure 
of the person is not where you stand in 
times of comfort and convenience. The 
truest measure of the person is where 
do you stand in times of challenge and 
controversy, when people are throwing 
the slings and arrows of life at you be-
cause you took a simple stand against 
injustice. 

And it was injustice. I can explain it. 
I regret that I wasn’t invited on the 
program to give my point of view. So I 
had to take to the floor of the House of 
Representatives to give what I would 
have given, if given the opportunity. 

God bless you, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

THE 2015 NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the 2015 National Defense 
Authorization Act this House will con-
sider later this week. 

I am very proud to represent Fort 
Hood, the largest military base in the 
world. On November 5, 2009, 5 years 
ago, our community suffered an un-
thinkable tragedy when a radicalized 
Islamic extremist named Nidal Hassan 
opened fire on Fort Hood and fatally 
shot 15 men and women and 1 unborn 
child. 

b 1045 
More than 30 others were wounded 

that day. Hasan’s radicalization was 
well known to the FBI and the DOD as 
early as 2005. Hasan plotted with the 
known terrorist Anwar al-Awlaki, and 
he expressed his radical views to his 
classmates. This administration dis-
missed these concerns in the name of 
political correctness. 

Five years ago the President prom-
ised to take care of the victims of this 
shooting, but shortly thereafter, he 
turned his back on them and declared 
the attack to be workplace violence. 
These victims and their families are 
still waiting for justice. Our commu-
nities have suffered long enough in the 
name of political correctness. 

I am very proud that my colleagues 
in the House and Senator CORNYN and 
Senator CRUZ have not dropped the 
ball. We have stood for the Fort Hood 
community and the victims of this ter-
rorist act even as the President failed 
to act. The House and Senate have 
agreed on this legislation that will 
allow these heroes to receive Purple 
Hearts and make them eligible for the 
benefits they deserve. The victims and 
their families will soon receive justice 
and closure. I am proud to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to yield to 
the gentleman from Texas, ROGER WIL-
LIAMS, my strong partner in this effort. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague, Congressman 
JOHN CARTER, for his words, but, more 
importantly, for the many years of 
hard work he has put forth to care for 
the soldiers at Fort Hood. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2009 terrorist attack 
at Fort Hood was an unthinkable trag-
edy. At that time it was the only story 
the news reported for days. Who was 
this murderer? Why did he do it? Could 
there be more like him? Are our other 
military installations at increased risk 
of this type of attack too? How did we 
not see this coming? 

After the attacks on September 11 we 
asked these same questions. That is 
the difference between workplace vio-
lence and a terrorist attack. The Fort 
Hood shooter was not a disgruntled em-
ployee who took his anger out on his 
colleagues. He was a hate-filled, venge-
ful Islamic extremist who inten-
tionally planned the horrendous ter-
rorist attack and carried it out with no 
remorse. 

Islamic extremists like him want us 
to fear them every single day. They 
want to hit us where it hurts—by tak-
ing innocent American lives and wag-
ing war on our military members. They 
have zero regard for human life—not 
even their own. That is why our re-
sponse to terrorist attacks on Amer-
ican soil must be consistently tough, 
precise, and without hesitation. 

At the memorial service honoring the 
lives of 13 Americans and one unborn, 
President Obama pledged to take care 
of those who were injured and the fami-
lies of those killed. Yet 5 years later he 
has completely neglected them. Be-
cause President Obama designated the 
attack workplace violence, these men 
and women are not eligible to receive 
the benefits, treatment, and compensa-
tion that combat troops killed and in-
jured in combat zones receive. 

This negligence has caused many in-
jured victims to have to pay their own 
out-of-pocket expenses for treatment, 
costing some hundreds of thousands of 

dollars. One victim was pulled off Ac-
tive Duty. Her paycheck went from 
$1,400 a month to $200 a month, and she 
lost her military health insurance. 
Others scrape by on disability pay-
ments but still have to pay the remain-
der of their medical bills from their 
own pocket. My friend Sergeant Alonso 
Lunsford was shot seven times but was 
turned away when he tried to check 
into an Army PTSD clinic due to the 
fact that he was not injured in combat. 

This is not my definition of taking 
care of our Nation’s heroes. However, 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act gives the Obama administration 
yet another opportunity to honor his 
pledge to provide for these men and 
women who were victims of terrorism. 

This bicameral, bipartisan bill pro-
vides authorization for awarding the 
Purple Heart to members of the Armed 
Forces killed or wounded in a domestic 
attack inspired by a foreign terrorist 
organization. This is a commonsense 
solution that should have happened im-
mediately following the attack at Fort 
Hood. 

I want to thank Chairman MCKEON 
and again Congressman CARTER for 
their tireless work on behalf of their 
troops, and the many of my Texas col-
leagues who have joined the fight to re-
store justice. Just as we united as a 
country after these senseless attacks, 
let’s once again unite as Americans to 
fight for the truth and honor of our 
fallen and demand justice for the vic-
tims of terrorism. In God we trust. 

f 

WAR POWERS OF CONGRESS AND 
THE PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to begin by associating myself 
with the remarks of my colleague, Mr. 
MCGOVERN. 

It is difficult to fathom the daunting 
array of foreign policy challenges 
President Obama has had to weather 
since the start of his administration, 
challenges which are not the result of 
any misjudgment on his part. 

Few modern leaders have had to con-
tend with such an assortment of di-
verse global challenges, and the Presi-
dent deserves immense credit, which he 
rarely receives, for confronting them 
judiciously. 

At nearly every turn, the 44th Presi-
dent has boldly promoted a global vi-
sion of peace and security defined by 
negotiation with allies and adversaries 
alike. The President’s tenacious pur-
suit of a diplomatic solution to the Ira-
nian nuclear program is the hallmark 
of that doctrine. Moreover, he has held 
fast to these principles in the face of 
Republican and even some Democrat 
charges of weakness, arrogance, and 
treachery. 

I admire the President and appre-
ciate what an unenviable position he is 
faced with in Iraq. However, like Mr. 
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MCGOVERN, I am alarmed by the recent 
developments in what is becoming, in 
my mind, a full-fledged military cam-
paign in Iraq. The situation in Iraq 
may be difficult, but that excuse does 
not merit the President’s overreliance 
on war powers and the two outdated 
authorizations for use of force. When it 
comes to war and peace, the authority 
remains firmly with this body, the 
United States Congress. 

Last month we heard that the White 
House planned to double the number of 
troops in Iraq, bringing the total to 
3,000, despite the President’s own prom-
ise not to put U.S. troops on the 
ground. On Monday another 250 para-
troopers were called up from the 82nd 
Airborne for service in Iraq, and Con-
gress is poised to give the President his 
$5.6 billion request to combat ISIS with 
virtually no debate scheduled on this 
House floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to implore the 
President to come to Congress and ex-
plain his strategy for this new cam-
paign in Iraq. Even the last President, 
who was far less sensible, sought con-
gressional authority. It is in President 
Obama’s best interest to address not 
just those relevant committees apt to 
grant him the legal leeway the White 
House weakly asserts but all 435 Mem-
bers who have congressional authority 
and constitutional authority to send 
our Nation’s sons and daughters to 
war. 

The President must tread carefully 
going forward, and not just because our 
recent military history in Iraq is poor 
but also because he now faces a Repub-
lican Congress. Those recklessly clam-
oring for greater military involvement 
against ISIS would like nothing more 
than to blame what could easily be-
come a wider conflict, likely doomed to 
fail, squarely on the President’s head. I 
trust this President, and I have faith 
that he will make the decisions in the 
best interest of the American people, 
as he understands them. 

Let me be clear: it is in the American 
people’s best interest for the President 
to ask the people’s representatives—us 
in the House of Representatives—for a 
proper authorization for the use of 
military force. Then JOHN BOEHNER 
should lead the debate on such an au-
thorization—a debate at great length 
and with complete transparency, not 
behind closed doors, not in committees, 
not somewhere in conference reports, 
but out here on the floor in front of the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, we have wandered down 
this road in Iraq before with a far less 
thoughtful President. What our goal 
was in Iraq is long since lost. Whatever 
President Bush said it was, it never 
turned out to be what we were there 
about. And here we are doing the same 
thing again, unfortunately. It is time 
we learned from our mistakes and that 
we, as Members of Congress, take re-
sponsibility for sending our people over 
there to die. There will be deaths, 
make no mistake about it. Generals 
have already said if we go over there a 

little bit, we are going to be there for 
the next 2 years. It is time for us to 
vote on this issue after a lengthy de-
bate. 

f 

NANNY STATE LUNCHES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Federal food police are whipping up 
their latest batch of distasteful govern-
ment regulations. With a government 
fist around an iron spatula, the Federal 
Government has become the new Mr. 
Bumble from the book ‘‘Oliver Twist.’’ 

The food police have placed 
unhealthy and illogical regulations on 
menus for government school lunches 
across the fruited plain. This is just 
more unneeded, unnecessary, and un-
warranted Federal Government inva-
sion of what school kids eat. The Fed-
eral Government now is trying to raise 
America’s children. 

In an effort to control, dictate, and 
give children a nanny state society, 
school lunches have gotten watered 
down to a skimpy new low. After strict 
portion control and outlandish so- 
called nutrition standards, school 
lunches have become as exciting as de-
tention. The food is unappealing and 
lacking in nutrition. 

So what have students done? They 
have taken their frustrations to Twit-
ter, taking photos of government-dic-
tated school lunches. An Oklahoma 
school student tweeted a picture of a 
few chicken nuggets, a half an apple, 
and a piece of bread, complaining, 
‘‘Thanks for the fulfilling lunch.’’ More 
and more students are catching on, 
saying sarcastically, ‘‘I will be full for 
days,’’ and ‘‘Thanks for the delicious 
lunch, sure was filling.’’ 

A parent eating lunch with their 
child at school was stunned after see-
ing the lunch portions. And here she 
took a photograph of the lunch. Here it 
is. And she said correctly, ‘‘This is 
sad.’’ Here you have a little condiment 
package. Here you have a bun with a 
something in between, and then you 
have a half a fruit over on the other 
side. Isn’t this a lovely lunch? If a par-
ent had anything to do with this, the 
Federal Government would probably 
accuse them of child neglect. 

There is a 350-calorie limit in place 
for entrees. So that means taking two 
packets of ketchup or mayonnaise 
would put the student over the allowed 
limit. Kids find themselves in an ‘‘Oli-
ver Twist’’ situation with the 
workhouse headmaster, Mr. Bumble, 
and having to fearfully ask, ‘‘More 
please, sir?’’ And of course just like in 
the book, the answer is a loud ‘‘No.’’ 

Kids need the energy to learn, to pay 
attention, and to focus. That energy 
comes from food. The cafeteria take-
over by the Federal Government is 
leaving students—believe it or not— 
hungry. 

How can we expect children oper-
ating on a lunch of no more than 350 

calories to make it through the day? 
What about athletes and afterschool 
programs? Whether the student plays 
football or plays an instrument in the 
marching band, a dinky lunch just 
won’t cut it. 

Meghan Hellrood, a student at D.C. 
Everest High School in Wisconsin, is 
protesting the required ‘‘healthy’’ 
lunches by promising other students 
unlimited condiments that she herself 
will bring to school. Now, I wonder if 
the Federal Government will charge 
her with smuggling the forbidden con-
diments. Who knows? 

Students all over the United States 
have started to speak out. Pictures of a 
lunch with two pieces of cauliflower, 
some ham, and a piece of cheese have 
surfaced, or three cherry tomatoes, 
skim milk, and some cheesy bread. 
This sounds more like the tasteless 
gruel Oliver Twist was served in the 
book ‘‘Oliver Twist.’’ 

Kids who buy their lunch but opt out 
of the side of fruits or vegetables are 
still charged for the whole meal, re-
sulting in wasted food. There has been 
an 84 percent increase in wasted school 
lunches that are just thrown in the 
trash. 

These regulations just aren’t work-
ing. So what is next? Is the govern-
ment going to force-feed kids who don’t 
eat the government food lunches? The 
level of Federal Government intrusion 
is foolish, and it seems to be arrogant. 

The time is now to protect schools 
from Mr. Bumble bureaucrats. Interest-
ingly enough, some of the bureaucrats 
in Washington making the rules for 
government schools send their kids to 
private schools, which are not under 
the same absurd food regulations. 

Mere calorie counting is not a viable 
healthy option. More physical activi-
ties in schools may be needed. In any 
event, it is the duty and responsibility 
of parents and local schools to decide 
what their kids eat in school, not the 
nanny, Mr. Bumble, and the bureau-
crats in Washington. 

Parents should raise their kids, not 
the Federal Government. Federal food 
police don’t belong in a local school 
cafeteria. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

b 1100 

THE GAS TAX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1 
year ago today, I introduced the first 
gas tax increase in over 20 years. I was 
joined by a broad coalition in announc-
ing the bill, supported by the AFL–CIO, 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, build-
ing and construction industries and 
their unions, local governments, AAA 
and the truckers, environmentalists, 
transit, and cyclists. It was gratifying 
to have that broad base of support. One 
year later, the only thing that has 
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changed is that the need, if anything, 
is greater and the path forward is even 
easier. 

I just completed a press conference 
with my good friend TOM PETRI and 
with President Ronald Reagan. Presi-
dent Reagan, in 1982, in his Thanks-
giving Day radio address, explained 
why we needed to raise the gas tax. 

He said: ‘‘One of our greatest mate-
rial blessings is the outstanding net-
work of roads and highways that 
spreads across this great continent. 
Freedom of travel and the romance of 
the road are vital parts of our heritage, 
and they help make America great. 

‘‘We simply cannot allow this mag-
nificent system to deteriorate beyond 
repair. The time has come to preserve 
what Americans spent so much time 
and effort to create, and that means a 
nationwide conservation effort in the 
best sense of the word. 

‘‘So I am asking Congress when it re-
convenes next week to approve a new 
highway program that will enable us to 
complete construction of the interstate 
system and at the same time get on 
with the job of renovating existing 
highways. The program will not in-
crease the Federal deficit or add to the 
taxes that you and I pay on April 15. It 
will be paid for by those of us who use 
the system, and it will cost the average 
car owner only about $30 a year. That 
is less than the cost of a couple of 
shock absorbers. 

‘‘So what we are proposing is to add 
the equivalent of 5 cents a gallon to 
the existing highway user fee, the gas 
tax, which hasn’t been increased in the 
last 23 years. The cost to the average 
motorist will be small, but the benefit 
to our transportation system will be 
immense. The program will stimulate 
170,000 jobs, not make-work projects, 
but in real, worthwhile work in hard- 
hit construction industries, and an ad-
ditional 150,000 jobs in related indus-
tries. 

‘‘Perhaps most important, we will be 
preserving for future generations of 
Americans a highway system that has 
long been the envy of the world and has 
truly made the average American driv-
er king of the road. 

‘‘Thanks for listening, and until next 
time, God bless you.’’ 

That is a speech that could be given 
by any of us or by President Obama— 
and should be. Congress did return 
after that holiday, and President 
Reagan and Tip O’Neill more than dou-
bled the gas tax. What has not changed 
is that we haven’t raised the gas tax in 
22 years. It costs the average family 
$377 per year in damage to their cars. 

If we increase the gas tax according 
to my proposal, H.R. 3636, it won’t cre-
ate 300,000 jobs; it will create 1.5 mil-
lion family-wage jobs across the coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker, I understand people 
don’t like the gas tax. I don’t like the 
gas tax. I want to raise it, index it, and 
then abolish it and replace it with 
something that is sustainable. But in 
the meantime, raising the gas tax is 

the only viable approach, as verified by 
two Presidential commissions that re-
ported to President Bush. 

We have been asleep at the switch. It 
is time for us to step up. At a time of 
dramatically falling gas prices—23 
cents on average in the last month, and 
they are projected to continue going 
down—now is the perfect time to step 
up, to raise the gas tax slowly over the 
next 3 years, rebuild and renew Amer-
ica, put family-wage jobs across the 
spectrum, and make our communities 
more livable, our families safer, 
healthier, and more economically se-
cure. 

All it takes is a little leadership and 
courage. Like Ronald Reagan and Tip 
O’Neill did 32 years ago, I think we can 
do that now, and we should. 

f 

RANGER CHAPLAIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on something 
very dear to my heart. The duty of a 
military chaplain is to help guide the 
hearts and minds of the soldiers that 
he serves with or she serves with, and 
that comes from a perspective of a 
background of their own faith, but also 
the respect of the faiths of others that 
they serve with, making sure that all 
feel a responsibility to not only do 
their job, their mission, but also to 
themselves, that they are being all 
that they can be in their own careers, 
in their own missions. 

But just again, here we go again, as 
the old saying goes. Recently, in my 
district, an Army chaplain gave a sui-
cide awareness and prevention brief as 
required by the Army and received a 
letter of concern in his official record. 
A letter of concern is a means to ad-
monish a soldier’s actions. 

The chaplain did not infringe upon 
anyone’s rights, did not receive any 
complaints from anyone being briefed 
that day; but after the chaplain’s ac-
tions were reviewed, he was considered 
to have not violated any Army regula-
tion or policy, yet his negative coun-
seling remains, simply because at a 
time in which our society is dealing 
with soldiers and airmen who are 
struggling with depression and strug-
gling with suicide rates, he had the au-
dacity to share his own experience with 
depression and how his faith helped 
him. 

What is a chaplain supposed to do ex-
cept to share from his own heart in a 
way that is encouraging to others 
whether they have faith or no faith? I 
hope—no, I pray—this counseling 
record will reflect soon his innocence. 

The Military Association of Atheists 
& Freethinkers decided to characterize 
the chaplain’s briefing as evangelism 
in mental health training. The MAAF 
goes on to say that receiving Christian 
doctrine as a way to combat depression 
and suicidal thoughts would increase 

the amount of suicides in the military. 
This statement belittles the belief of 
soldiers who feel their faith may help 
them through difficult and troubling 
times. 

Apparently, the MAAF feel only 
their systems of beliefs are worth prop-
agating and any others are irrelevant, 
if not damaging, to a soldier’s emo-
tional health. 

As a military chaplain, all I have to 
say to the MAAF is that if it protects 
and helps someone value life, keep 
their own life, then what they need to 
do is be reminded that they have an 
opinion, and so does everyone else. 

It is time that they lived up to their 
own thoughts, that thoughts matter, 
and that what this chaplain did should 
be reversed. It should not reflect on his 
record. When you have someone actu-
ally in the game trying to help, it is 
not the time for little people on the 
outside to criticize. They need to get a 
new direction and a new focus, and this 
chaplain needs to be restored and this 
letter removed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 4924. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to enter into the Big Sandy 
River-Planet Ranch Water Rights Settle-
ment Agreement and the Hualapai Tribe Bill 
Williams River Water Rights Settlement 
Agreement, to provide for the lease of cer-
tain land located within Planet Ranch on the 
Bill Williams River in the State of Arizona 
to benefit the Lower Colorado River Multi- 
Species Conservation Program, and to pro-
vide for the settlement of specific water 
rights claims in the Bill Williams River wa-
tershed in the State of Arizona. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 2917. An act to expand the program of 
priority review to encourage treatments for 
tropical diseases. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE ABLE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, my in-
tention this morning was to get up and 
try to be eloquent when talking about 
the ABLE Act, Achieving a Better Life 
Experience, which we will vote on later 
today, but since yesterday, I have re-
ceived four emails from parents in 
North Dakota whose words are far 
more eloquent than mine could ever be. 

I will submit all of their words into 
the RECORD, but I want to share a few 
of the highlights from these important 
emails from my constituents. 

Roxane Romanick writes: 
How exciting that we are at this point 

where the dreams of the act passing may 
come true in the next days. 
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After writing a bit about the legisla-

tion itself, she writes this about her 15- 
year-old daughter, Elizabeth: 

Due to her diagnosis of Down syndrome, 
she has the support of an individual edu-
cation plan at school. The school will start 
working on a transition plan for her within 
a few months. Passage of the ABLE Act will 
mean that we can start a savings account for 
her in much the same way that we did for 
her brother. 

Jamie Christensen writes: 
Every parent of a child with special needs 

has a unique journey, but one thing is uni-
versal. We try to do the best we can to en-
sure a life well-lived for our child. Our 
unique journeys have another similarity— 
many of us agonize about the future. 

She talks about their journey with 
their 7-year-old son, Grady, who has 
crystal blue eyes and a full head of 
hair. She writes: 

Like many families, we want to care for 
our children equally, doing what we can to 
give them tools to help them reach their full 
potential. Shortly after Grady was born, I 
opened a 529 College SAVE account for Gra-
dy’s big sister. It was then that I realized I 
had no idea how to plan for Grady’s future. 
The ABLE Act is a huge step forward in eas-
ing this anxiety. 

Aaron and Rachel Schuler from Bis-
marck, who I know very well, have a 4- 
year-old daughter, Ella. Actually, Ella 
will turn 4 years old on Christmas Eve. 
Ella has two siblings, Isaac and Clara. 
They talk about Ella with great hope. 
They write: 

She will be a crazy teenager, graduate and 
go to college, work a full-time job and have 
a real, meaningful relationship. We believe 
this for her. That is what makes the ABLE 
Act so important to Ella and to people all 
over our great country. It will help her reach 
and fulfill the goals she desires. 

How awesome. 
And just while I have been sitting 

here in the Chamber, Marijo 
Schwengler of Fargo writes about their 
journey, about their 2-year-old son, 
David, one of four sons, who is diag-
nosed with Down syndrome. She 
writes: 

I pray that seven weekly therapy appoint-
ments with an early intervention teacher, 
physical therapist, occupational therapist, 
and speech therapist will help him be the 
best that he can be. We dream big for David. 
Why shouldn’t we? 

Indeed, why shouldn’t they? But she 
cites this fact: 

David must remain ‘‘poor’’ in order to re-
ceive the services he needs. The ABLE Act 
would mean that we could start saving for 
David’s future today. 

What an awesome promise that is. 
My words would be inadequate, Mr. 

Speaker, but I submit these and the ex-
tended comments in these emails that 
I received in the last two days on be-
half of Elizabeth and Grady and Ella 
and David and their peers, the thou-
sands and thousands of families around 
our country who, in many respects, 
have a bias against them because they 
are disabled or have disabled children. 

The ABLE Act that we will vote on 
this afternoon, Achieving a Better Life 
Experience Act, will go a long ways to-
ward leveling that playing field, im-

proving their lives, and improving the 
lives of our entire country. 

DESIGNER GENES, 
A DOWN SYNDROME SUPPORT NETWORK, 

December 2, 2014. 
Hon. KEVIN CRAMER, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REP. CRAMER: Many thanks to you 
and everyone in your office for all of the 
work that you’ve done on the Achieving a 
Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act. How ex-
citing that we are at this point where the 
dreams of the act passing may come true in 
the next days. 

As you know, Designer Genes of North Da-
kota has been actively following the progress 
of the ABLE Act with many of our other 
Down syndrome association partners across 
the country. We believe that the opportuni-
ties that the ABLE Act affords to our indi-
viduals with Down syndrome will make a 
world of difference to their futures. 

Last spring, my own daughter, Elizabeth, 
turned 15. Due to her diagnosis of Down syn-
drome, she has the support of an Individual 
Education Plan at school. Required by law, 
the school will start working on a transition 
plan for her within a few short months. Pas-
sage of the ABLE Act will mean that we can 
start a savings account for her in much the 
same way that we did for her brother. For 
too long we’ve treated individuals with sig-
nificant disabilities with an institutional 
bias meaning that their need for support and 
care is based on old history of requiring in-
stitutionalization which included extreme 
poverty. Since birth, Elizabeth has had the 
opportunities afforded to her by the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and has 
been fully included in her community. These 
two laws establish support without impover-
ishment and help to equal the playing field 
for persons with disabilities. The ABLE Act 
will now do the same because it recognizes 
that needing support is inherent to persons 
with disabilities but does not require that 
they should live a life without realizing their 
hope and dreams. 

Elizabeth is a go-getter. Every day she has 
a new dream and just yesterday she was 
googling recording equipment on the inter-
net because she’s decided she wants to own a 
recording studio. I have no idea where this 
dream has come from but it’s very real. 
She’s convinced she’s moving out of the 
house when she’s 18 and heading to college. I 
wish with all my might that the dream will 
come true for her (well maybe not the mov-
ing out of the house part). These dreams 
come because every day she walks, learns, 
and belongs beside her peers at Century High 
School, because someone fought for her right 
to do so. 

Thank you for your work on this effort, 
Rep. Cramer! 

ROXANE ROMANICK. 

Every parent of a child with special needs 
has a unique journey, but one thing is uni-
versal. We try to do the best we can to en-
sure a life well-lived for our child. Our 
unique journeys have another similarity— 
many of us agonize about the future. 

Our journey includes being blessed seven 
years ago with a beautiful baby boy with 
crystal blue eyes and a massive amount of 
blonde hair. His name is Grady and he has 
Down syndrome. Like many families, we 
want to care for our children equally, doing 
what we can to give them tools to help them 
reach their full potential. Shortly after 
Grady was born, I opened a 529 College SAVE 
account for Grady’s big sister. It was then 
that I realized I had no idea how to plan for 
Grady’s future. 

After attending informational sessions, ag-
onizing over it and meeting with a lawyer, 

we learned that we really had little to no op-
tions to help ensure a life well-lived for 
Grady. A few years later I lost my dad who 
was just 56, and my anxiety heightened. Just 
what would Grady’s future look like if my 
husband and I died? 

The ABLE Act is a huge step forward in 
easing this anxiety. It comes down to simple 
things, like making sure there is enough 
money for things like his over-the-counter 
allergy medicine and expensive lotion that 
are not covered by insurance, and assistive 
technology if communication continues to 
be a struggle for him into adulthood. And it 
means really big things, too, such as allow-
ing us to dream about a future that could in-
clude college, work and independence. This 
dream just became more real because we now 
have a vehicle to save for supports such as 
education, housing, a job coach and trans-
portation. 

And specifically for Grady, it allows him 
some of the same rights and opportunities to 
work and save for his own future, just like 
the rest of his peers. Doing so will help him 
to reach his full potential, ensuring a life 
well-lived that all parents want for their 
children. 

JAMIE CHRISTENSEN. 

Our daughter Ella was born on Christmas 
Eve just about 4 years ago. Her birth was 
both shocking and confusing as she was born 
with Down Syndrome. Quickly we began to 
realize what a blessing she is through her 
smile, laugh, and genuine love for others. 
While we understand that Ella’s life will 
carry certain hardships, we know that she is 
an absolute gift and bright light to this en-
tire world. Our lives have been fully enriched 
by Ella and we plan to give her every oppor-
tunity to grow and chase her dreams. She 
will be a crazy teenager, graduate and go to 
college, work a full-time job, and have real 
meaningful relationship. We believe this for 
her. 

That is what makes the Able act so impor-
tant to Ella and to people all over our great 
country. Our goal from the beginning is to 
provide every opportunity for Ella. The Able 
Act will help her to reach and fulfill the 
goals she desires to do. We must do every-
thing we can to protect the benefits Ella and 
others with Down Syndrome will receive, 
while giving them every opportunity in life. 

AARON SCHULER. 

Last night at supper table, I told my fam-
ily of 6, I am going to write a letter of sup-
port for the ABLE Act. They asked why so I 
told them. Without even considering that 
David’s disability may limit his workability, 
my 8 and 10 year olds replied, ‘‘Well mom, if 
David can’t save his own money when he is 
older [he is 2 years old now], can’t he just 
give us his money and then we can save it for 
him. And when he needs his money we can 
give it back to him?’’ Hmmmm. . . . 

My name is Marijo Schwengler and I am 
mom of 4 wonderful boys ages 10, 8, 5, and 2. 
My youngest son David has Down syndrome. 
My husband and I were not expecting this di-
agnosis and we were not prepared. At first, 
we cried and mourned the loss of the dreams 
we had had for him. We did not understand 
what it means to have Down syndrome. We 
worried about how we would tell his older 
brothers. I worried about my older sons 
hating me because we have now burdened 
them with a ‘special needs’ brother. As 
scared as we were we promised to love David 
and give him the best of everything just like 
his older brothers. 

In the days, weeks, months, following Da-
vid’s birth, we’ve learned he was just like 
our other boys he just does things on his 
schedule. He plays, he wrestles, he cries, he 
knows what he likes and doesn’t like. He 
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loves books, balls, and super heroes. He 
knows over 30 sign language words. And just 
like my other children at his age, I do not 
know where his cognitive ability will be 
when he grows up. What I do know is all indi-
viduals with Down syndrome experience 
some kind of cognitive delay. I pray that 7 
weekly therapy appointments with an early 
intervention teacher, physical therapist, oc-
cupational therapist and speech therapist 
will help him be the best that he can be. We 
dream BIG for David! Why shouldn’t we? 

My son is young and only time will tell 
what services and programs he may or may 
not need when he is an adult But one mes-
sage is clear: David must remain ‘poor’ in 
order receive the services. Even if the serv-
ices may not provide for all his needs ade-
quately. We can’t save for David in the same 
way we can for his brothers. We can’t teach 
David to save his money. As child, I grew up 
in family that lived paycheck to paycheck, I 
promised myself to change that for my kids. 
lam in a position to do that but David’s lit-
tle extra chromosome prevents me from sav-
ing in a 529 for him or letting him have his 
own little savings account at the local bank 

The ABLE Act would mean that we could 
start saving for David’s future today. We 
could teach David the importance of saving 
We could make sure that David’s brothers do 
not have to feel financially burdened by the 
cost of taking care of their littlest brother 
The fear of my son’s hating me because of 
David’s Down syndrome was silly, his broth-
ers love him to pieces and they would do 
anything for him. David and everyone with 
Down syndrome or any other special need de-
serves the right to save money for their fu-
ture. Even my 8 and 10 year old boys get it! 
Please pass the ABLE Act. 

MARIJO, JASON, JACOB, 
ANDREW, SIMON AND 
DAVID SCHWENGLER, 
Fargo, ND. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROBERT 
CASHELL ON HIS RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. 
AMODEI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the retirement 
of a member of Nevada’s public service 
varsity team, Reno mayor Bob Cashell. 
Bob was not a native of Nevada, but 
like most people in Nevada, he got 
there as quick as he could. 

He has been there for a long time and 
has had various titles during his public 
service career: chairman of the board 
of regents of the university system, 
Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Nevada, and finally—maybe finally—as 
the mayor of the city of Reno. 

Bob is one of those folks who is 
blessed with vision that does not have 
many shades of gray. It is pretty black 
and white with the mayor when you 
talk to him, whether formally, infor-
mally, or whatever. 

Words like ‘‘gosh’’ and ‘‘gee whiz’’ 
are not used in his vocabulary much. 
He possesses an incredible volume to 
his voice, uses it often, and is happy to 
share with you his thoughts. 

Bob also has the support of an out-
standing family: his wife and partner 
in life, Nancy, and his sons. His family 
has been key in terms of the fabric of 
the community of Truckee Meadows in 

northern Nevada for half a century or 
more. 

In the resort hospitality industry, 
Bob was involved with properties, own-
ership-management—whatever—in 
Reno, Winnemucca, Carson City, and 
that little town where they do a little 
bit of the gaming business in the south 
known as Las Vegas. He was an out-
standing participant in all of those. 

A native of the Lone Star State, we 
were lucky to have Mayor Cashell 
come and make Nevada his home for 
all of his adult life and raise his fam-
ily. Mr. Speaker, I thank Bob Cashell 
very much for his public service. 

We appreciate it, and I look forward 
to hopefully being able to speak about 
him not here on the floor of the House 
of Representatives, but in a roast in 
the Truckee Meadows some time where 
I can pay him back for when he spoke 
at my roast upon my retirement from 
the legislature. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 14 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Eung Yul David Ryoo, Ko-

rean Central Presbyterian Church, Cen-
treville, Virginia, offered the following 
prayer: 

Merciful God, we give our thanks-
giving and praise to You, the triune 
God and the Creator of the universe, 
for offering salvation through Jesus 
Christ and guidance through the Holy 
Spirit. 

We pray that humankind would be 
united in mutual brotherhood under 
Your love. We pray for Your blessing 
upon the United States of America, so 
that it would live according to Your 
Word as one Nation under God. 

Bless the Members of the House of 
Representatives who have gathered 
here today. Etch within their hearts a 
fierce calling towards their mother-
land, within their heads the wisdom to 
complete their tasks with integrity, 
and within their lives the courage to 
sacrifice for the people of our country. 

We pray that all here would experi-
ence the glorious joy of serving this 
country and its people with all that 
You have bestowed upon them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. PAYNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND EUNG YUL 
DAVID RYOO 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to join you in welcoming our 
pastor, Pastor Ryoo, from the Korean 
Central Presbyterian Church, located 
in Centreville, Virginia, and the 11th 
Congressional District, for today’s in-
vocation. 

This church has been active in our 
community since it was founded 41 
years ago in Vienna. Prior to my elec-
tion to Congress, I served as chairman 
of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, where I had the opportunity to 
collaborate with the congregation on 
the construction of its new sanctuary 
and on many of its activities through-
out our community. 

Within its many outreach ministries, 
the church founded a senior center 20 
years ago, offering meals, recreation, 
skills training, and computerization 
for our senior population. 

Under the direction of Heisung Lee, 
the center is now independently run 
and has been recognized by the Com-
monwealth of Virginia and the Repub-
lic of Korea as an outstanding volun-
teer organization. 

This and the many other activities of 
the congregation exemplify the tre-
mendous contributions the Korean 
American community are making 
throughout the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent 
one of the most vibrant Korean Amer-
ican communities in the United States 
and to continue our partnership here in 
Congress as cochair of the Korea Cau-
cus. 
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I thank you, again, for joining us in 

welcoming Pastor Ryoo who, I think, 
really is emblematic of the success of 
the immigrant population in the 
United States. He represents our fu-
ture. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KINGSTON). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

ISRAEL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise 
to acknowledge the special relation-
ship between the United States and 
Israel. 

This year, we have witnessed yet an-
other ugly chapter in the history of 
Israel’s enduring fight to defend her 
sovereign borders and protect her peo-
ple from terrorist attacks. 

On August 1, Congress approved a 
measure to deliver an additional $225 
million in aid to Israel, with the aim of 
replenishing funds for the Iron Dome 
antimissile defense system in the 
midst of the conflict between Israel 
and Hamas. 

It was absolutely the right thing to 
do because America’s national security 
interests are directly tied to develop-
ments in the Middle East and specifi-
cally to Israel’s own security. Stra-
tegic cooperation between the U.S. and 
Israel is vital to the well-being of both 
countries. 

The simple truth is, throughout his-
tory, Israel has made numerous conces-
sions in the pursuit of peace while 
seeking only the right to exist. The 
country is a beacon of democracy in a 
sea of violence and hostility, and its 
ability to function and defend itself 
against terrorism is in no small part 
due to the support from the United 
States. 

f 

GAS TAX PRESS CONFERENCE 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1 
year ago today, I introduced the first 
gas tax increase in 21 years. The only 
thing that has changed in that year is 
that the need is greater and the path 
forward is even easier. Everyone knows 
that America is falling apart and fall-
ing behind while gas prices have 
dropped dramatically. 

I am joined this afternoon by Ronald 
Reagan who 32 years ago, on Thanks-
giving, made a powerful radio address, 
explaining why he more than doubled 
the gas tax—actually, a user fee, he 
pointed out. The same speech could and 
should be made by President Obama to-
morrow. 

I urge you, my colleagues, to join me 
and Ronald Reagan in fixing the bank-
rupt highway trust fund, increasing the 
gas tax so we can rebuild and renew 
America and put hundreds of thousands 
of people to work at family-wage jobs 
all across this great land. 

With the need getting worse and gas 
prices falling, there will never be a bet-
ter time. All it takes is a little leader-
ship and courage from the President 
and Congress. 

f 

THE ABLE ACT 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the ABLE Act. 

I am a cosponsor of this bill because 
I believe that we need to make it easier 
for families with individuals with dis-
abilities to save money for their care 
and to not be penalized for doing so. 
This legislation also makes an impor-
tant improvement to 529 plans that 
will give parents more control over 
their children’s savings. 

It is rare for a bill to gain as much 
bipartisan support in both the House 
and the Senate as the ABLE Act has. 
This is because advocates for the ABLE 
Act have worked tirelessly over the 
past several years to ensure that it 
crosses the finish line. 

I am pleased that many of them are 
here today, and I congratulate them on 
their hard work. 

f 

HONORING ENI FALEOMAVAEGA 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor my colleague and 
friend, Congressman ENI 
FALEOMAVAEGA of American Samoa. 

ENI has served on Capitol Hill for 
nearly four decades, starting as a con-
gressional staff member and eventually 
being elected to Congress for 13 
straight terms. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
ENI has broken many barriers. He is 
the first Asian Pacific American ever 
to chair the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, and 
he is the longest-serving Samoan Mem-
ber of Congress. He is also a Vietnam 
war veteran; an author; a musician; 
and a devoted husband, father, and 
grandfather. 

Over the years, I have had the privi-
lege to work with ENI through the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus, and I have witnessed firsthand his 
unwavering commitment to the well- 
being of his constituents and to the 
broader Asian Pacific American com-
munity. 

Thank you, ENI, for your lifetime of 
leadership and service. I wish you all 
the best. 

IN TRIBUTE TO MARION RAMSEY 

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the retirement 
of Marion Ramsey of Rogers, Arkansas, 
and the closing of her business, 
Marion’s Donuts, that became part of 
my daily routine 35 years ago. 

The ‘‘doughnut shop,’’ as I affection-
ately called it, was my favorite place 
to catch up on the latest city news—of-
tentimes, just plain ole gossip—and 
hear about the aches and pains and the 
latest trials and tribulations of those 
who frequented the establishment over 
time. 

I have taken my boys there since 
birth, and it was nostalgic for all three 
of them to join me last Sunday, her 
last day of business, for old times’ 
sake. 

The Bible tells us there is a season 
for everything. I am sad that the ‘‘sea-
son’’ has come and gone for Marion’s 
Donuts because, while I will find an-
other place for my morning coffee, I 
am not sure how I will fill the void on 
the friendships forged down through 
the years. 

Enjoy your retirement, Marion. Your 
customers are grateful for our time to-
gether. 

f 

PEARL HARBOR DAY 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, this Sun-
day, December 7, is the 73rd anniver-
sary of the attack on the American 
naval base at Pearl Harbor. That day, 
over 2,000 American soldiers and sailors 
lost their lives, and another 1,000 were 
wounded. 

South Buffalo native, Army Corporal 
Earl Wickett, witnessed the horrors of 
that day; fought bravely for this Na-
tion; and was fortunate to make it 
back, raise a family, and serve his com-
munity as a Buffalo firefighter. Sadly, 
Earl passed away this year, but his sto-
ries and the bravery of all of those who 
served that day must always be re-
membered. 

On Sunday, West Seneca American 
Legion Post 735 will be among those 
recognizing Pearl Harbor Day and hon-
oring the promise to never forget the 
sacrifices and service of those who were 
there on that day. 

Today, I join them and others in pay-
ing tribute to all of those who faced 
the unthinkable at Pearl Harbor, to 
survivors, like Earl Wickett, and to the 
many who never made it back. 

f 

THE ABLE ACT 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of the ABLE Act, with 
over 380 cosponsors. 
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It is a wonderful piece of legislation 

that is going to help American fami-
lies, and there is a key provision of this 
act which is going to fix a broken prob-
lem. I came to Congress to fix broken 
problems with commonsense solutions. 

Earlier this year, this body, the Sen-
ate, and the President passed the water 
resources bill, which fundamentally 
fixed the problem of the inland water-
way trust fund, but it was still under-
funded. 

I want to thank colleagues on both 
sides of this House for working with 
me—for working hard—to get an indus-
try-supported user fee of 9 cents. What 
that will mean is that locks like the 
Chickamauga Lock in Chattanooga, 
which is near and dear to our district, 
and locks all over this country will 
now be able to be properly funded in 
the way in which they were intended. 

Together, we can work hard to fix 
these problems. I urge the support of 
the ABLE Act, and I thank my col-
leagues for working hard to support 
this industry-supported user fee. 

f 

b 1215 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, more than 
18 months ago, the Senate passed a 
comprehensive and bipartisan immi-
gration bill that would strengthen 
neighborhoods across the country, fur-
ther secure our borders, inject cer-
tainty into our economy, boost our 
STEM and tech community, create 
jobs, protect employers, keep families 
together, our deficit would be reduced 
by nearly $1 trillion, and fix our Na-
tion’s broken immigration system. 
That was 18 months ago. 

More than a year ago, we introduced 
H.R. 15, the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act, which would have 
moved comprehensive immigration re-
form forward, a debate so far that has 
been dominated by partisan politics 
and obstruction. 

All we are asking for is the chance to 
vote on the bill in this body, a simple 
up-or-down vote. That is all we ask. We 
are running out of time to act on im-
migration reform and pass legislation 
that an overwhelming majority of 
Americans have asked the House to ap-
prove for more than a year. 

Again, I ask this body to put the in-
terests of the country above those of 
party politics and give H.R. 15 the up- 
or-down vote it truly deserves. 

f 

MCKINNEY, NUMBER 1 SMALL CITY 
IN AMERICA 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, Money magazine recently 

ranked America’s best small cities. 781 
cities were evaluated. The 35 top-scor-
ing cities were visited by reporters. 
And wouldn’t you know it, McKinney, 
Texas, was ranked number one as the 
best place in the United States to live. 

It is worth noting that McKinney 
joined the list in 2008 and has steadily 
climbed each year. As Money magazine 
stated: ‘‘Underlying McKinney’s homey 
southern charm is a thoroughly mod-
ern city. The area is a hotbed for 
growth-industry jobs.’’ 

McKinney certainly embodies its 
motto, ‘‘Unique by Nature.’’ It is both 
a business-friendly and family-friendly 
place. And perhaps most significant, it 
places emphasis on both preserving his-
tory and ensuring a vibrant future. 

I am proud to represent McKinney 
and the Third District of Texas. 
McKinney deserves this honor. It is my 
privilege to recognize their out-
standing service to the community. 

f 

POLICE BODY CAMERAS 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, hands up; 
don’t shoot. 

The recent events in Ferguson have 
brought to light many of the problems 
that still exist in our Nation: racial di-
vides, mistrust of law enforcement, a 
judicial system that disproportionately 
incarcerates black men, and the unfor-
tunate way that we view one another— 
not as Americans, but as us versus 
them. 

I am encouraged by President 
Obama’s initiative that will help pur-
chase body cameras for police depart-
ments. This will increase account-
ability of law enforcement, and it will 
protect our officers by deterring 
wrongdoing. 

I am proud that the two cities in my 
district, Newark and Jersey City, are 
taking the lead to acquire cameras for 
their police officers, because members 
of the community deserve to feel law 
enforcement is protecting them and 
not out to get them; and, in turn, our 
protectors deserve to be protected as 
well. This will be a step in the right di-
rection. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AIR FORCE CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM H. DUBOIS 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Air Force Captain 
William H. DuBois, whose life was trag-
ically lost in support of Operation In-
herent Resolve on December 1, 2014. 
Captain DuBois grew up in New Castle, 
Colorado. 

On Monday, December 1, 2014, Cap-
tain DuBois took off from a U.S. coali-
tion air base for a combat mission in 
Operation Inherent Resolve, when the 

F–16 he was flying began to experience 
mechanical problems. Captain DuBois 
attempted to return to the air base and 
was unable to eject before his plane 
crashed. 

Captain DuBois was only 30 years old 
and was recently married to his wife, 
Ashley. The number of lives touched by 
this courageous young man are innu-
merable, and the love and memories he 
shared with his friends and family still 
linger today. 

The death of Captain DuBois is an 
unfortunate reminder of the dangers 
our servicemen and -women face every 
day as they defend our country, as well 
as many sacrifices made to protect 
freedoms and our way of life. 

Captain DuBois served his country 
with great distinction and honor, 
something that he always had dreamed 
of. He will be greatly missed by his 
family, friends, and his squadron. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recog-
nize Captain William H. DuBois. His 
dedication to our country and the way 
he selflessly lived his life serve as an 
inspiration to a grateful Nation as well 
as the State of Colorado. 

f 

PORT NEGOTIATIONS 
(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the hardworking men and 
women employed at our west coast 
ports who are responsible for two- 
thirds of our Nation’s international 
trade. Their hard work supports 5 mil-
lion jobs nationwide and is the life-
blood of our economy. 

But they have been working for 
months without a contract and without 
knowing what the future holds for 
them. Contract negotiations are ongo-
ing, and I encourage both sides to stay 
at the table. Failure to resolve their 
differences could be traumatic for our 
economy, and I sincerely hope that it 
will not come to that. 

Many people are aware that we still 
have congestion issues at our ports. 
There are clearly underlying problems 
that must be addressed, but it is impor-
tant to keep in mind that these issues 
will still exist even if a contract agree-
ment is reached today. 

Our ports drive our Nation’s econ-
omy, and it is critical that we find so-
lutions to the congestion issues at our 
ports and in our overall freight net-
work. 

f 

NATIONAL MINERS DAY 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as the proud 
grandson of Oscar Thompson, a surface 
miner, to recognize National Miners 
Day, which is celebrated on December 
6. On this day, we recognize the impor-
tant role our Nation’s miners continue 
to play across the Nation. 
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In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania, my home State, the mining in-
dustry—the coal industry, in par-
ticular—is a vital contributor to the 
State’s economy, with direct, indirect, 
and induced impacts that are respon-
sible for family-sustaining jobs and bil-
lions in economic output. In 2011, 
Pennsylvania produced more than 67 
million tons of coal from close to 500 
mines, making it the fourth-largest 
producer of coal and the second-largest 
producer of electricity among all the 
States. 

Today, coal is used to generate more 
electricity than any other resource in 
Pennsylvania, being responsible for 44 
percent of the State’s electricity gen-
eration. 

On National Miners Day, we com-
memorate the work and sacrifice of 
miners, past and present, and recognize 
the contributions they make to our 
economy, the Nation’s energy security, 
and our shared prosperity. 

f 

THE AMOS HOUSE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to salute the work of Amos House and 
its mission to end hunger and home-
lessness in my home State of Rhode Is-
land. Having just celebrated Thanks-
giving, it is a good reminder of how im-
portant it is to remember those who 
are less fortunate and to give back to 
the communities we live in. 

Led by Eileen Hayes, Amos House 
and its dedicated staff give back to 
Rhode Island every single day and pro-
vide life-giving services to those most 
in need. Since its founding in 1976, 
Amos House has grown from a small 
soup kitchen to a vibrant and essential 
multiservice center. This week I was 
proud to help break ground on a new 
project that will give Amos House a 
new home and help this wonderful or-
ganization further its important work. 

Amos House serves hundreds of meals 
daily to the hungry, provides shelter 
for homeless men and women, sub-
stance abuse counseling, job training, 
and money management classes. I sa-
lute Amos House, Eileen, and her hard-
working staff for the important con-
tributions they make to those most in 
need in my home State of Rhode Is-
land. 

f 

CELEBRATING FORMER REP-
RESENTATIVE RALPH REGULA’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 90th birthday of 
former Representative Ralph Regula. 

Ralph Straus Regula was born in 
Beach City, Ohio, on December 3, 1924. 
Prior to his election to Congress, Mr. 
Regula served in the United States 
Navy; worked as a schoolteacher and a 

principal in Stark County schools; and 
served in the Ohio State House, Senate, 
and on the Ohio State Board of Edu-
cation. In 1973, Mr. Regula was elected 
to Congress and served 18 consecutive 
terms, until his retirement in 2009. 

During his tenure in Congress, Mr. 
Regula served as chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee 
for Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education, where he worked across 
party lines to improve educational op-
portunities, workforce training pro-
grams, and health care. He was a pas-
sionate advocate for research and the 
advancement of science. 

Congressman Regula billed himself a 
‘‘regular’’ guy. He was the son of a 
dairy farmer and part of a high school 
graduating class of only 25, where he 
developed a strong work ethic and love 
of community. Ralph loved serving 
here because he cared about people and 
helping improve the quality of their 
lives. In this House, he was a prag-
matic leader willing to find solutions 
to tough problems. 

I have personally known Ralph for 
over three decades and have many fond 
memories meeting with him both here 
and back in Ohio as my Congressman. 
Like many others, I have learned so 
much from Congressman Ralph Regula 
over the years. To that, I say thank 
you. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the great life and career 
of Mr. Ralph Regula, wishing him a 
very happy 90th birthday. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Affordable Care 
Act. One year after implementing the 
health care exchanges, the number of 
uninsured in this country has de-
creased dramatically. North Carolina 
had one of the top five highest enroll-
ments; and in my congressional dis-
trict alone, the number of uninsured 
has declined by 14 percent, not to men-
tion the incredible impact this legisla-
tion has had on the lives of working 
families. 

Through the Affordable Care Act, 
208,000 individuals in my congressional 
district now have access to health in-
surance. Young adults and college stu-
dents can now stay on their parents’ 
plans until age 26, which resulted in 
nearly 10,000 young adults retaining 
health insurance in my congressional 
district. Additionally, seniors in my 
district have received Medicare part D 
prescription drug discounts worth $11.1 
million, and being a woman is no 
longer considered a preexisting condi-
tion. 

The Affordable Care Act has had a 
dramatic effect on unemployment, cre-
ating 9.6 million private sector jobs. 
My congressional district’s unemploy-
ment rate is 13.9 percent. So, for me, 

this is not only about health, but jobs 
and our economy. 

These tangible benefits cannot be ig-
nored. I urge my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to end talks of 
repeal and, instead, work with Demo-
crats to strengthen the law to provide 
even greater access to health insur-
ance. States like North Carolina must 
reconsider their decision to reject the 
Medicaid expansion. This purely polit-
ical decision has had real effects, leav-
ing half a million North Carolinians 
uninsured. As legislators, we should 
make the lives of our constituents bet-
ter; and, Mr. Speaker, the Affordable 
Care Act is making the lives of our 
citizens better. 

So I urge folks in my congressional 
district and around the country to take 
advantage of the open enrollment pe-
riod and get insured. There are 77 new 
insurers offering coverage in 2015, and 
the deadline to sign up is February 15, 
2015. Let’s continue the progress that 
the Affordable Care Act has made and 
get more people covered. 

f 

AIR REFUELING GROUP 
RAINCROSS AWARD 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to congratulate the 931st Air Re-
fueling Group—McConnell Air Force 
Base’s reserve unit—on receiving the 
Raincross Trophy, which recognizes it 
as the best unit in the 4th Air Force. 

I have spent a lot of time with the 
fantastic airmen out of McConnell, and 
I am not surprised, but I am extremely 
pleased to see that they have been 
granted this outstanding award. It is 
only fitting that the 931st has been se-
lected as the first reserve unit in the 
Air Force to fly and maintain Amer-
ica’s new KC–46 tankers. McConnell- 
based tankers flew nearly half of all 
missions of Air Mobility Command’s 
total KC–135 flying hours over the past 
year, and many of this unit’s soldiers 
and airmen were deployed in support of 
operations all around the world. 

This award is a wonderful recogni-
tion of the hard work of Colonel Mark 
Larson, Chief Master Sergeant Kath-
leen E. Lowman, and all the men and 
women of the 931st Air Refueling 
Group. 

I know I speak for all Kansans in say-
ing we are proud of the 931st and the 
entire McConnell family. November 
Kilo Alpha Whiskey Tango Golf. 

f 

NATIONAL 3–D PRINTING DAY 
(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
my resolution to establish December 3 
as National 3–D Printing Day. As an 
entrepreneur, myself, who built a man-
ufacturing company from the ground 
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up, I know firsthand how invaluable 
this technology is. Advances in 3–D 
printing are creating unprecedented 
opportunities for entrepreneurs and 
manufacturers to develop new products 
and bring their ideas to life. 

When I think of the long hours that 
my brother and I spent in the machine 
shop building parts for our first proto-
type, parts that could now be built 
quickly and easily with 3–D printing, it 
makes me envious of today’s startups. 

From biotechnology to food produc-
tion to advanced manufacturing, 3–D 
printing is creating endless opportuni-
ties for innovation. Additionally, 3–D 
printing technology is a great teaching 
tool for students. There is nothing like 
the look of awe on students’ faces as 
they watch a 3–D printer build some-
thing that they designed, something 
that started out as their idea that they 
can now hold in their hand. It is also a 
great way of teaching them the value 
of coordinate geometry. 

So it is critical that we continue to 
develop this technology and recognize 
the importance in the modern economy 
and in inspiring the next generation to 
pursue careers in STEM and advanced 
manufacturing. 

Again, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing December 3 as Na-
tional 3–D Printing Day. 

f 

b 1230 

RECOGNIZING TOM BERTRAND AS 
THE 2015 ILLINOIS SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Tom 
Bertrand as the 2015 Illinois Super-
intendent of the Year. For the last 13 
years, Mr. Bertrand has served as su-
perintendent of the Rochester Commu-
nity Unit District in Rochester, Illi-
nois. In his time with Rochester, he 
has served the school district as a 
teacher, coach, principal, and assistant 
superintendent before taking on his 
current role. 

His dedication to the students and 
his many accomplishments in his time 
with the Rochester district make him a 
deserving recipient of this award. He 
has developed a nationally recognized 
anti-bullying program and has worked 
to improve the use of technology in the 
school district by both students and 
faculty. 

I am proud to represent Mr. Bertrand 
and the Rochester school district. His 
commitment to his students is some-
thing to be recognized. I thank him for 
his service to the district and his dedi-
cation to public education. 

Mr. Bertrand, congratulations on 
being named the 2015 Illinois Super-
intendent of the Year. 

EXPANDING EDUCATION SUPPORT 
FOR VETERANS 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, as a coun-
try, we have a responsibility to help 
our veterans transition back from ac-
tive military duty by giving them the 
tools they need to succeed in civilian 
life. 

Sadly, far too many of the men and 
women who have sacrificed so much on 
our behalf return home to find they 
must struggle to get housing, secure 
employment, and provide for them-
selves and their families. We can and 
must do better. That is why I am proud 
to partner with my Republican col-
league, DAVID MCKINLEY, to introduce 
legislation that honors our commit-
ment by providing resources to help 
veterans pursue higher education and 
gain the skills and training they need 
to succeed in STEM careers. 

The ability to analyze, communicate, 
and motivate—honed during their mili-
tary training—makes veterans ideal 
candidates in the fields related to 
science, technology, math, and engi-
neering. With growth in the STEM 
fields for jobs that are expected to out-
pace other professions in the next two 
decades, this legislation will help to 
meet the demands for the high-skilled 
workforce that we need to be competi-
tive in the global economy. 

So I would urge my colleagues to join 
Mr. MCKINLEY and me in upholding our 
promise to our Nation’s heroes and 
support the GI Bill STEM Extension 
Act of 2014. 

f 

SUPPORTING ALZHEIMER’S 
RESEARCH 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
like many Americans, I am all too fa-
miliar with Alzheimer’s, having lost 
my mom to complications from this 
dreadful disease nearly 4 years ago. 

The Alzheimer’s Association reports 
that over 5 million Americans are liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s, including nearly 
half a million in my home State of 
Florida. 

Alzheimer’s not only impacts seniors 
and their families, it is costing our Na-
tion billions of dollars every year, with 
only a fraction of 1 percent of these 
costs spent on research toward better 
treatment options and potential cures. 
Our seniors, their loved ones, and their 
caregivers deserve better. American 
taxpayers deserve better. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to go to 
alz.org and learn more about Alz-
heimer’s and how new research can 
help make a big difference in improv-
ing the lives of patients, their families, 
and America’s budget. 

ISRAEL 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today about my concern for the safety 
and security of Israel, the Middle East, 
and the U.S. 

Negotiations for Iran to end its pur-
suit of a nuclear weapon were recently 
extended without assurances that Iran 
would slow or abandon this program. 
This delay tactic also allows Iran to es-
cape many economic sanctions. This 
should be of grave concern to Ameri-
cans who care about the regional secu-
rity of the Middle East. 

Mr. Speaker, I respect the adminis-
tration’s goals and intent during these 
negotiations, but I urge that we con-
tinue to utilize all methods of influ-
ence throughout negotiations. We must 
fully use diplomacy, legal sanctions, 
and economic pressure to move toward 
a peaceful and secure situation in this 
critically important region to the 
world and our country. 

f 

THE THREAT OF A NUCLEAR IRAN 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express concern over the state of our 
negotiations with Iran and the threat 
of Iranian nuclear capability. 

I am disappointed and extremely con-
cerned with the extension of negotia-
tions over Iran’s nuclear program and 
the continued relaxing of economic 
sanctions against Tehran. Every day 
that we ease sanctions or fail to apply 
new ones is another day Iran races to-
ward a nuclear weapons capability. 

Iran currently has 10,000 operational 
centrifuges, each working hard toward 
a nuclear Iran. As the administration 
continues to cede ground in this area of 
negotiations, we must remember that 
Iran has threatened America and called 
for the total annihilation of our ally, 
Israel. The instability and unrest in 
this region would only be compounded 
should Iran achieve its goals. 

Sanctions brought Iran to the negoti-
ating table in the first place, and these 
sanctions must be strengthened to con-
vince them to stop their treacherous 
quest for nuclear weapons. I believe 
Congress must put renewed pressure on 
Iran. The Senate needs to pass the Nu-
clear Weapon Free Iran Act before 
going home. We cannot allow Iran to 
hold the world hostage with nuclear 
weapons. Now is the time to act. 

f 

NAHASDA 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, this body reauthorized the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996, a true 
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bipartisan effort and, more impor-
tantly, the right thing to do for all our 
Native people. 

In it we reauthorized title 8, which 
addressed the Native people of my 
State, the Native Hawaiians. 
NAHASDA had expired for Native Ha-
waiians in 2005, and it has taken al-
most 10 years to make this right. Now 
they are authorized to the year 2019. 

Home, land, or ‘‘Aina,’’ as it is called 
in Hawaiian, is critical to all people, 
especially our Native people. This Con-
gress in 1921 passed the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act of 1920, and 
this reauthorization will bring us clos-
er to meeting the dreams of those who 
are 50 percent blood quantum or more. 

I thank my colleagues for the voice 
vote and ask them to join me in asking 
the Senate to pass this reauthorization 
for housing assistance for all Native 
people. 

f 

ISIL THREATENS AMERICAN 
MILITARY FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Sunday both the FBI and 
the Department of Homeland Security 
issued warnings to American military 
personnel regarding possible attacks by 
ISIL here at home. Sadly, this comes 
after Homeland Security Secretary Jeh 
Johnson incorrectly announced in New 
York on September 14, ‘‘At present we 
have no credible information that ISIS 
is planning to attack the homeland of 
the United States.’’ The Secretary was 
wrong on the attacks, and equally, he 
has been wrong on the unconstitu-
tional review of illegal aliens, which 
destroys jobs. 

I appreciate yesterday national radio 
talk show host Kim Komando, the Dig-
ital Pro, who restated the FBI and DHS 
warnings of ISIS threats here in Amer-
ica to military families. She is a dedi-
cated friend of the military. 

The President should identify and 
stop the grotesque threats to conduct 
mass murder of American military 
families on U.S. soil. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and the President should take action 
to never forget September the 11th in 
the global war on terrorism. 

Our sympathy to the family of Cap-
tain William H. DuBois of Shaw Air 
Force Base, South Carolina. 

f 

LONG-TERM TAX POLICIES 
(Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, over the Thanksgiving holi-
day, I was able to spend time not only 
with my extended family but with the 
families of my district. And it struck 
me—not for the first time—how discon-
nected much of the conversation in 
Washington is from the concerns of 
typical families. 

At the beginning of this week, we had 
an opportunity for a bipartisan agree-
ment on making tax credits for work-
ing families permanent. But that has 
been derailed by cynical posturing. 

In 2012, the earned income tax credit 
and the child tax credit helped lift 10.1 
million people out of poverty. These 
programs work for working families. 
But instead of voting on a broader bill 
today to help working families and 
businesses alike, we are kicking the 
can down the road once again. This is 
a process that benefits the status quo 
and holds the needs of working families 
hostage to another time when it is po-
litically convenient—and it is no way 
to govern. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to continue 
working towards long-term tax policies 
that will help families who cannot af-
ford to wait any longer for Congress to 
do right by them. 

f 

FISCAL INSANITY 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I am 
discouraged to stand here and to an-
nounce a milestone that we reached re-
cently, a very discouraging milestone, 
and that was in the last few days we 
have now surpassed $18 trillion in debt. 
If you want to know how much money 
that is, take every American taxpayer, 
from the young man who just got his 
first job to every mother and father 
who are struggling to take care of their 
families, and give them a bill for 
$150,000. It is simply unsustainable. 

If we continue down this current 
path, we will commit fiscal national 
suicide by our spending and our debt. 
Remember, a nation that is bankrupt 
cannot provide for the security of its 
people, a nation that is bankrupt can-
not provide for the needy among them, 
and a nation that is bankrupt cannot 
provide for the children in the next 
generation. 

Now is the time to restore fiscal san-
ity. We must have the courage to re-
claim the American Dream. Tax re-
form, entitlement reform, and a bal-
anced budget—we must have the cour-
age to make these a reality. But we 
can fix this. We must fix this. I hope we 
will have the courage to do this, even if 
it is hard. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

HOWARD COBLE COAST GUARD 
AND MARITIME TRANSPOR-
TATION ACT OF 2014 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5769) to authorize appropriations 
for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2015, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5769 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Howard 
Coble Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is the 
following: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION 
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 102. Authorized levels of military 

strength and training. 
TITLE II—COAST GUARD 

Sec. 201. Commissioned officers. 
Sec. 202. Commandant; appointment. 
Sec. 203. Prevention and response 

workforces. 
Sec. 204. Centers of expertise. 
Sec. 205. Penalties. 
Sec. 206. Agreements. 
Sec. 207. Tuition assistance program cov-

erage of textbooks and other 
educational materials. 

Sec. 208. Coast Guard housing. 
Sec. 209. Lease authority. 
Sec. 210. Notification of certain determina-

tions. 
Sec. 211. Annual Board of Visitors. 
Sec. 212. Flag officers. 
Sec. 213. Repeal of limitation on medals of 

honor. 
Sec. 214. Coast Guard family support and 

child care. 
Sec. 215. Mission need statement. 
Sec. 216. Transmission of annual Coast 

Guard authorization request. 
Sec. 217. Inventory of real property. 
Sec. 218. Retired service members and de-

pendents serving on advisory 
committees. 

Sec. 219. Active duty for emergency aug-
mentation of regular forces. 

Sec. 220. Acquisition workforce expedited 
hiring authority. 

Sec. 221. Coast Guard administrative sav-
ings. 

Sec. 222. Technical corrections to title 14. 
Sec. 223. Multiyear procurement authority 

for Offshore Patrol Cutters. 
Sec. 224. Maintaining Medium Endurance 

Cutter mission capability. 
Sec. 225. Aviation capability in the Great 

Lakes region. 
Sec. 226. Gaps in writings on Coast Guard 

history. 
Sec. 227. Officer evaluation reports. 
Sec. 228. Improved safety information for 

vessels. 
Sec. 229. E–LORAN. 
Sec. 230. Analysis of resource deficiencies 

with respect to maritime bor-
der security. 

Sec. 231. Modernization of National Distress 
and Response System. 

Sec. 232. Report reconciling maintenance 
and operational priorities on 
the Missouri River. 

Sec. 233. Maritime Search and Rescue As-
sistance Policy assessment. 
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TITLE III—SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION 

Sec. 301. Repeal. 
Sec. 302. Donation of historical property. 
Sec. 303. Small shipyards. 
Sec. 304. Drug testing reporting. 
Sec. 305. Opportunities for sea service vet-

erans. 
Sec. 306. Clarification of high-risk waters. 
Sec. 307. Technical corrections. 
Sec. 308. Report. 
Sec. 309. Fishing safety grant programs. 
Sec. 310. Establishment of Merchant Marine 

Personnel Advisory Committee. 
Sec. 311. Travel and subsistence costs for 

prevention services. 
Sec. 312. Prompt intergovernmental notice 

of marine casualties. 
Sec. 313. Area Contingency Plans. 
Sec. 314. International ice patrol reform. 
Sec. 315. Offshore supply vessel third-party 

inspection. 
Sec. 316. Watches. 
Sec. 317. Coast Guard response plan require-

ments. 
Sec. 318. Regional Citizens’ Advisory Coun-

cil. 
Sec. 319. Uninspected passenger vessels in 

the United States Virgin Is-
lands. 

Sec. 320. Treatment of abandoned seafarers. 
Sec. 321. Enforcement. 
Sec. 322. Coast Guard regulations. 
Sec. 323. Website. 

TITLE IV—FEDERAL MARITIME 
COMMISSION 

Sec. 401. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 402. Award of reparations. 
Sec. 403. Terms of Commissioners. 

TITLE V—ARCTIC MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION 

Sec. 501. Arctic maritime transportation. 
Sec. 502. Arctic maritime domain awareness. 
Sec. 503. IMO Polar Code negotiations. 
Sec. 504. Forward operating facilities. 
Sec. 505. Icebreakers. 
Sec. 506. Icebreaking in polar regions. 

TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS 
Sec. 601. Distant water tuna fleet. 
Sec. 602. Extension of moratorium. 
Sec. 603. National maritime strategy. 
Sec. 604. Waivers. 
Sec. 605. Competition by United States flag 

vessels. 
Sec. 606. Vessel requirements for notices of 

arrival and departure and auto-
matic identification system. 

Sec. 607. Conveyance of Coast Guard prop-
erty in Rochester, New York. 

Sec. 608. Conveyance of certain property in 
Gig Harbor, Washington. 

Sec. 609. Vessel determination. 
Sec. 610. Safe vessel operation in Thunder 

Bay. 
Sec. 611. Parking facilities. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Funds are authorized to be appropriated 
for fiscal year 2015 for necessary expenses of 
the Coast Guard as follows: 

(1) For the operation and maintenance of 
the Coast Guard, $6,981,036,000. 

(2) For the acquisition, construction, re-
building, and improvement of aids to naviga-
tion, shore and offshore facilities, vessels, 
and aircraft, including equipment related 
thereto, $1,546,448,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

(3) For the Coast Guard Reserve program, 
including personnel and training costs, 
equipment, and services, $140,016,000. 

(4) For environmental compliance and res-
toration of Coast Guard vessels, aircraft, and 
facilities (other than parts and equipment 
associated with operation and maintenance), 
$16,701,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

(5) To the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
for research, development, test, and evalua-
tion of technologies, materials, and human 
factors directly related to improving the per-
formance of the Coast Guard’s mission with 
respect to search and rescue, aids to naviga-
tion, marine safety, marine environmental 
protection, enforcement of laws and treaties, 
ice operations, oceanographic research, and 
defense readiness, $19,890,000. 

(6) For alteration or removal of bridges 
over navigable waters of the United States 
constituting obstructions to navigation, and 
for personnel and administrative costs asso-
ciated with the Alteration of Bridges Pro-
gram, $16,000,000. 
SEC. 102. AUTHORIZED LEVELS OF MILITARY 

STRENGTH AND TRAINING. 
(a) ACTIVE DUTY STRENGTH.—The Coast 

Guard is authorized an end-of-year strength 
for active duty personnel of 43,000 for fiscal 
year 2015. 

(b) MILITARY TRAINING STUDENT LOADS.— 
The Coast Guard is authorized average mili-
tary training student loads for fiscal year 
2015 as follows: 

(1) For recruit and special training, 2,500 
student years. 

(2) For flight training, 165 student years. 
(3) For professional training in military 

and civilian institutions, 350 student years. 
(4) For officer acquisition, 1,200 student 

years. 
TITLE II—COAST GUARD 

SEC. 201. COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 
Section 42(a) of title 14, United States 

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘7,200’’ and in-
serting ‘‘6,900’’. 
SEC. 202. COMMANDANT; APPOINTMENT. 

Section 44 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting after the first sen-
tence the following: ‘‘The term of an ap-
pointment, and any reappointment, shall 
begin on June 1 of the appropriate year and 
end on May 31 of the appropriate year, ex-
cept that, in the event of death, retirement, 
resignation, or reassignment, or when the 
needs of the Service demand, the Secretary 
may alter the date on which a term begins or 
ends if the alteration does not result in the 
term exceeding a period of 4 years.’’. 
SEC. 203. PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 

WORKFORCES. 
Section 57 of title 14, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(B) in paragraph (3) by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) waterways operations manager shall 

have knowledge, skill, and practical experi-
ence with respect to marine transportation 
system management; or 

‘‘(5) port and facility safety and security 
specialist shall have knowledge, skill, and 
practical experience with respect to the safe-
ty, security, and environmental protection 
responsibilities associated with maritime 
ports and facilities.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c) by striking ‘‘or marine 
safety engineer’’ and inserting ‘‘marine safe-
ty engineer, waterways operations manager, 
or port and facility safety and security spe-
cialist’’; and 

(3) in subsection (f)(2) by striking ‘‘investi-
gator or marine safety engineer.’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘investigator, marine safety engineer, 
waterways operations manager, or port and 
facility safety and security specialist.’’. 
SEC. 204. CENTERS OF EXPERTISE. 

Section 58(b) of title 14, United States 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) MISSIONS.—Any center established 
under subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) promote, facilitate, and conduct— 
‘‘(A) education; 
‘‘(B) training; and 
‘‘(C) activities authorized under section 

93(a)(4); 
‘‘(2) be a repository of information on oper-

ations, practices, and resources related to 
the mission for which the center was estab-
lished; and 

‘‘(3) perform and support the mission for 
which the center was established.’’. 
SEC. 205. PENALTIES. 

(a) AIDS TO NAVIGATION AND FALSE DIS-
TRESS MESSAGES.—Chapter 5 of title 14, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in section 83 by striking ‘‘$100’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$1,500’’; 

(2) in section 84 by striking ‘‘$500’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$1,500’’; 

(3) in section 85 by striking ‘‘$100’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$1,500’’; and 

(4) in section 88(c)(2) by striking ‘‘$5,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$10,000’’. 

(b) UNAUTHORIZED USE OF WORDS ‘‘COAST 
GUARD’’.—Section 639 of title 14, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘$1,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$10,000’’. 
SEC. 206. AGREEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 93(a)(4) of title 14, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘, investigate’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘and investigate’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘, and cooperate and coordi-
nate such activities with other Government 
agencies and with private agencies’’. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—Chapter 5 of title 14, 
United States Code, as amended by this Act, 
is further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘§ 102. Agreements 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out section 
93(a)(4), the Commandant may— 

‘‘(1) enter into cooperative agreements, 
contracts, and other agreements with— 

‘‘(A) Federal entities; 
‘‘(B) other public or private entities in the 

United States, including academic entities; 
and 

‘‘(C) foreign governments with the concur-
rence of the Secretary of State; and 

‘‘(2) impose on and collect from an entity 
subject to an agreement or contract under 
paragraph (1) a fee to assist with expenses in-
curred in carrying out such section. 

‘‘(b) DEPOSIT AND USE OF FEES.—Fees col-
lected under this section shall be deposited 
in the general fund of the Treasury as offset-
ting receipts. The fees may be used, to the 
extent provided in advance in an appropria-
tion law, only to carry out activities under 
section 93(a)(4).’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘102. Agreements.’’. 
SEC. 207. TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM COV-

ERAGE OF TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS. 

Section 93(a)(7) of title 14, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘and the text-
books, manuals, and other materials re-
quired as part of such training or course of 
instruction’’ after ‘‘correspondence courses’’. 
SEC. 208. COAST GUARD HOUSING. 

(a) COMMANDANT; GENERAL POWERS.—Sec-
tion 93(a)(13) of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended by striking ‘‘the Treasury’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the fund established under section 
687’’. 

(b) LIGHTHOUSE PROPERTY.—Section 672a(b) 
of title 14, United States Code, is amended by 
striking ‘‘the Treasury’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
fund established under section 687’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
687(b) of title 14, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(4) Monies received under section 

93(a)(13). 
‘‘(5) Amounts received under section 

672a(b).’’. 
SEC. 209. LEASE AUTHORITY. 

Section 93 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) LEASING OF TIDELANDS AND SUBMERGED 
LANDS.— 

‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The Commandant may 
lease under subsection (a)(13) submerged 
lands and tidelands under the control of the 
Coast Guard without regard to the limita-
tion under that subsection with respect to 
lease duration. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The Commandant may 
lease submerged lands and tidelands under 
paragraph (1) only if— 

‘‘(A) lease payments are— 
‘‘(i) received exclusively in the form of 

cash; 
‘‘(ii) equal to the fair market value of the 

use of the leased submerged lands or tide-
lands for the period during which such lands 
are leased, as determined by the Com-
mandant; and 

‘‘(iii) deposited in the fund established 
under section 687; and 

‘‘(B) the lease does not provide authority 
to or commit the Coast Guard to use or sup-
port any improvements to such submerged 
lands or tidelands, or obtain goods or serv-
ices from the lessee.’’. 
SEC. 210. NOTIFICATION OF CERTAIN DETER-

MINATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title 14, 

United States Code, as amended by this Act, 
is further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘§ 103. Notification of certain determinations 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—At least 90 days prior to 
making a final determination that a water-
way, or a portion thereof, is navigable for 
purposes of the jurisdiction of the Coast 
Guard, the Commandant shall provide notifi-
cation regarding the proposed determination 
to— 

‘‘(1) the Governor of each State in which 
such waterway, or portion thereof, is lo-
cated; 

‘‘(2) the public; and 
‘‘(3) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT REQUIREMENT.—Each notifi-
cation provided under subsection (a) to an 
entity specified in paragraph (3) of that sub-
section shall include— 

‘‘(1) an analysis of whether vessels oper-
ating on the waterway, or portion thereof, 
subject to the proposed determination are 
subject to inspection or similar regulation 
by State or local officials; 

‘‘(2) an analysis of whether operators of 
commercial vessels on such waterway, or 
portion thereof, are subject to licensing or 
similar regulation by State or local officials; 
and 

‘‘(3) an estimate of the annual costs that 
the Coast Guard may incur in conducting op-
erations on such waterway, or portion there-
of.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter, as amended by this Act, is 
further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘103. Notification of certain determina-

tions.’’. 
SEC. 211. ANNUAL BOARD OF VISITORS. 

Section 194 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 194. Annual Board of Visitors 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A Board of Visitors to 
the Coast Guard Academy is established to 

review and make recommendations on the 
operation of the Academy. 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The membership of the 

Board shall consist of the following: 
‘‘(A) The chairman of the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate, or the chairman’s designee. 

‘‘(B) The chairman of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives, or the chairman’s 
designee. 

‘‘(C) 3 Members of the Senate designated 
by the Vice President. 

‘‘(D) 4 Members of the House of Represent-
atives designated by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

‘‘(E) 6 individuals designated by the Presi-
dent. 

‘‘(2) LENGTH OF SERVICE.— 
‘‘(A) MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.—A Member of 

Congress designated under subparagraph (C) 
or (D) of paragraph (1) as a member of the 
Board shall be designated as a member in the 
First Session of a Congress and serve for the 
duration of that Congress. 

‘‘(B) INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY THE PRESI-
DENT.—Each individual designated by the 
President under subparagraph (E) of para-
graph (1) shall serve as a member of the 
Board for 3 years, except that any such mem-
ber whose term of office has expired shall 
continue to serve until a successor is ap-
pointed. 

‘‘(3) DEATH OR RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER.— 
If a member of the Board dies or resigns, a 
successor shall be designated for any unex-
pired portion of the term of the member by 
the official who designated the member. 

‘‘(c) ACADEMY VISITS.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL VISIT.—The Board shall visit 

the Academy annually to review the oper-
ation of the Academy. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL VISITS.—With the approval 
of the Secretary, the Board or individual 
members of the Board may make other visits 
to the Academy in connection with the du-
ties of the Board or to consult with the Su-
perintendent of the Academy. 

‘‘(d) SCOPE OF REVIEW.—The Board shall re-
view, with respect to the Academy— 

‘‘(1) the state of morale and discipline; 
‘‘(2) the curriculum; 
‘‘(3) instruction; 
‘‘(4) physical equipment; 
‘‘(5) fiscal affairs; and 
‘‘(6) other matters relating to the Academy 

that the Board determines appropriate. 
‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 

the date of an annual visit of the Board 
under subsection (c)(1), the Board shall sub-
mit to the Secretary, the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report on the actions of 
the Board during such visit and the rec-
ommendations of the Board pertaining to the 
Academy. 

‘‘(f) ADVISORS.—If approved by the Sec-
retary, the Board may consult with advisors 
in carrying out this section. 

‘‘(g) REIMBURSEMENT.—Each member of the 
Board and each adviser consulted by the 
Board under subsection (f) shall be reim-
bursed, to the extent permitted by law, by 
the Coast Guard for actual expenses incurred 
while engaged in duties as a member or ad-
viser.’’. 
SEC. 212. FLAG OFFICERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 14, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting after section 
295 the following: 
‘‘§ 296. Flag officers 

‘‘During any period in which the Coast 
Guard is not operating as a service in the 
Navy, section 1216(d) of title 10 does not 

apply with respect to flag officers of the 
Coast Guard.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 11 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 295 the following: 

‘‘296. Flag officers.’’. 
SEC. 213. REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON MEDALS OF 

HONOR. 
Section 494 of title 14, United States Code, 

is amended by striking ‘‘medal of honor,’’ 
each place it appears. 
SEC. 214. COAST GUARD FAMILY SUPPORT AND 

CHILD CARE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 14, United States 

Code, as amended by this Act, is further 
amended by inserting after chapter 13 the 
following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 14—COAST GUARD FAMILY 
SUPPORT AND CHILD CARE 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘531. Work-life policies and programs. 
‘‘532. Surveys of Coast Guard families. 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER II—COAST GUARD FAMILY 
SUPPORT 

‘‘542. Education and training opportunities 
for Coast Guard spouses. 

‘‘543. Youth sponsorship initiatives. 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—COAST GUARD CHILD CARE 

‘‘551. Definitions. 
‘‘553. Child development center standards 

and inspections. 
‘‘554. Child development center employees. 
‘‘555. Parent partnerships with child develop-

ment centers. 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

‘‘§ 531. Work-life policies and programs 
‘‘The Commandant is authorized— 
‘‘(1) to establish an office for the purpose of 

developing, promulgating, and coordinating 
policies, programs, and activities related to 
the families of Coast Guard members; 

‘‘(2) to implement and oversee policies, 
programs, and activities described in para-
graph (1) as the Commandant considers nec-
essary; and 

‘‘(3) to perform such other duties as the 
Commandant considers necessary. 

‘‘§ 532. Surveys of Coast Guard families 
‘‘(a) AUTHORITY.—The Commandant, in 

order to determine the effectiveness of Fed-
eral policies, programs, and activities re-
lated to the families of Coast Guard mem-
bers, may survey— 

‘‘(1) any Coast Guard member; 
‘‘(2) any retired Coast Guard member; 
‘‘(3) the immediate family of any Coast 

Guard member or retired Coast Guard mem-
ber; and 

‘‘(4) any survivor of a deceased Coast 
Guard member. 

‘‘(b) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Partici-
pation in any survey conducted under sub-
section (a) shall be voluntary. 

‘‘(c) FEDERAL RECORDKEEPING.—Each per-
son surveyed under subsection (a) shall be 
considered an employee of the United States 
for purposes of section 3502(3)(A)(i) of title 44. 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER II—COAST GUARD 
FAMILY SUPPORT 

‘‘§ 542. Education and training opportunities 
for Coast Guard spouses 
‘‘(a) TUITION ASSISTANCE.—The Com-

mandant may provide, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, tuition assistance 
to an eligible spouse to facilitate the acqui-
sition of— 

‘‘(1) education and training required for a 
degree or credential at an accredited college, 
university, or technical school in the United 
States that expands employment and port-
able career opportunities for the spouse; or 
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‘‘(2) education prerequisites and a profes-

sional license or credential required, by a 
government or government-sanctioned li-
censing body, for an occupation that expands 
employment and portable career opportuni-
ties for the spouse. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE SPOUSE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible 

spouse’ means the spouse of a member of the 
Coast Guard who is serving on active duty 
and includes a spouse who receives transi-
tional compensation under section 1059 of 
title 10. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘eligible 
spouse’ does not include a person who— 

‘‘(i) is married to, but legally separated 
from, a member of the Coast Guard under a 
court order or statute of any State or terri-
torial possession of the United States; or 

‘‘(ii) is eligible for tuition assistance as a 
member of the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(2) PORTABLE CAREER.—The term ‘port-
able career’ includes an occupation that re-
quires education, training, or both that re-
sults in a credential that is recognized by an 
industry, profession, or specific type of busi-
ness. 

‘‘§ 543. Youth sponsorship initiatives 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant is au-

thorized to establish, within any Coast 
Guard unit, an initiative to help integrate 
into new surroundings the dependent chil-
dren of members of the Coast Guard who re-
ceived permanent change of station orders. 

‘‘(b) DESCRIPTION OF INITIATIVE.—An initia-
tive established under subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) provide for the involvement of a de-
pendent child of a member of the Coast 
Guard in the dependent child’s new Coast 
Guard community; and 

‘‘(2) primarily focus on preteen and teen-
aged children. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORITY.—In carrying out an initia-
tive under subsection (a), the Commandant 
may— 

‘‘(1) provide to a dependent child of a mem-
ber of the Coast Guard information on youth 
programs and activities available in the de-
pendent child’s new Coast Guard community; 
and 

‘‘(2) enter into agreements with nonprofit 
entities to provide youth programs and ac-
tivities to such child. 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—COAST GUARD CHILD 
CARE 

‘‘§ 551. Definitions 
‘‘In this subchapter, the following defini-

tions apply: 
‘‘(1) CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT.—The term 

‘child abuse and neglect’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 3 of the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 
U.S.C. 5101 note). 

‘‘(2) CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER EM-
PLOYEE.—The term ‘child development cen-
ter employee’ means a civilian employee of 
the Coast Guard who is employed to work in 
a Coast Guard child development center 
without regard to whether the employee is 
paid from appropriated or nonappropriated 
funds. 

‘‘(3) COAST GUARD CHILD DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TER.—The term ‘Coast Guard child develop-
ment center’ means a facility on Coast 
Guard property or on property under the ju-
risdiction of the commander of a Coast 
Guard unit at which child care services are 
provided for members of the Coast Guard. 

‘‘(4) COMPETITIVE SERVICE POSITION.—The 
term ‘competitive service position’ means a 
position in the competitive service (as de-
fined in section 2102 of title 5). 

‘‘(5) FAMILY HOME DAYCARE.—The term 
‘family home daycare’ means home-based 

child care services provided for a member of 
the Coast Guard by an individual who— 

‘‘(A) is certified by the Commandant as 
qualified to provide home-based child care 
services; and 

‘‘(B) provides home-based child care serv-
ices on a regular basis in exchange for mone-
tary compensation. 
‘‘§ 553. Child development center standards 

and inspections 
‘‘(a) STANDARDS.—The Commandant shall 

require each Coast Guard child development 
center to meet standards that the Com-
mandant considers appropriate to ensure the 
health, safety, and welfare of the children 
and employees at the center. 

‘‘(b) INSPECTIONS.—The Commandant shall 
provide for regular and unannounced inspec-
tions of each Coast Guard child development 
center to ensure compliance with this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(c) NATIONAL REPORTING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall 

maintain and publicize a means by which an 
individual can report, with respect to a 
Coast Guard child development center or a 
family home daycare— 

‘‘(A) any suspected violation of— 
‘‘(i) standards established under subsection 

(a); or 
‘‘(ii) any other applicable law or standard; 
‘‘(B) suspected child abuse or neglect; or 
‘‘(C) any other deficiency. 
‘‘(2) ANONYMOUS REPORTING.—The Com-

mandant shall ensure that an individual 
making a report pursuant to paragraph (1) 
may do so anonymously if so desired by the 
individual. 

‘‘(3) PROCEDURES.—The Commandant shall 
establish procedures for investigating re-
ports made pursuant to paragraph (1). 
‘‘§ 554. Child development center employees 

‘‘(a) TRAINING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall 

establish a training program for Coast Guard 
child development center employees and sat-
isfactory completion of the training program 
shall be a condition of employment for each 
employee of a Coast Guard child develop-
ment center. 

‘‘(2) TIMING FOR NEW HIRES.—The Com-
mandant shall require each employee of a 
Coast Guard child development center to 
complete the training program established 
under paragraph (1) not later than 6 months 
after the date on which the employee is 
hired. 

‘‘(3) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The training 
program established under paragraph (1) 
shall include, at a minimum, instruction 
with respect to— 

‘‘(A) early childhood development; 
‘‘(B) activities and disciplinary techniques 

appropriate to children of different ages; 
‘‘(C) child abuse and neglect prevention 

and detection; and 
‘‘(D) cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 

other emergency medical procedures. 
‘‘(4) USE OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PRO-

GRAMS.—The Commandant may use Depart-
ment of Defense training programs, on a re-
imbursable or nonreimbursable basis, for 
purposes of this subsection. 

‘‘(b) TRAINING AND CURRICULUM SPECIAL-
ISTS.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIALIST REQUIRED.—The Com-
mandant shall require that at least 1 em-
ployee at each Coast Guard child develop-
ment center be a specialist in training and 
curriculum development with appropriate 
credentials and experience. 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—The duties of the specialist 
described in paragraph (1) shall include— 

‘‘(A) special teaching activities; 
‘‘(B) daily oversight and instruction of 

other child care employees; 
‘‘(C) daily assistance in the preparation of 

lesson plans; 

‘‘(D) assisting with child abuse and neglect 
prevention and detection; and 

‘‘(E) advising the director of the center on 
the performance of the other child care em-
ployees. 

‘‘(3) COMPETITIVE SERVICE.—Each specialist 
described in paragraph (1) shall be an em-
ployee in a competitive service position. 
‘‘§ 555. Parent partnerships with child devel-

opment centers 
‘‘(a) PARENT BOARDS.— 
‘‘(1) FORMATION.—The Commandant shall 

require that there be formed at each Coast 
Guard child development center a board of 
parents, to be composed of parents of chil-
dren attending the center. 

‘‘(2) FUNCTIONS.—Each board of parents 
formed under paragraph (1) shall— 

‘‘(A) meet periodically with the staff of the 
center at which the board is formed and the 
commander of the unit served by the center, 
for the purpose of discussing problems and 
concerns; and 

‘‘(B) be responsible, together with the staff 
of the center, for coordinating any parent 
participation initiative established under 
subsection (b). 

‘‘(3) FACA.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) does not apply to 
a board of parents formed under paragraph 
(1). 

‘‘(b) PARENT PARTICIPATION INITIATIVE.— 
The Commandant is authorized to establish 
a parent participation initiative at each 
Coast Guard child development center to en-
courage and facilitate parent participation 
in educational and related activities at the 
center.’’. 

(b) TRANSFER OF PROVISIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) REIMBURSEMENT FOR ADOPTION EX-

PENSES.—Section 514 of title 14, United 
States Code, is redesignated as section 541 
and transferred to appear before section 542 
of such title, as added by subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(B) CHILD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES.—Section 
515 of title 14, United States Code— 

(i) is redesignated as section 552 and trans-
ferred to appear after section 551 of such 
title, as added by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion; and 

(ii) is amended— 
(I) in subsection (b)(2)(B) by inserting ‘‘and 

whether a family is participating in an ini-
tiative established under section 555(b)’’ 
after ‘‘family income’’; 

(II) by striking subsections (c) and (e); and 
(III) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-

section (c). 
(C) DEPENDENT SCHOOL CHILDREN.—Section 

657 of title 14, United States Code— 
(i) is redesignated as section 544 and trans-

ferred to appear after section 543 of such 
title, as added by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion; and 

(ii) is amended in subsection (a) by strik-
ing ‘‘Except as otherwise’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘the Secretary may’’ and in-
serting ‘‘The Secretary may’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) PART I.—The analysis for part I of title 

14, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to chapter 13 the 
following: 
‘‘14. Coast Guard Family Support and 

Child Care .................................... 531’’. 
(B) CHAPTER 13.—The analysis for chapter 

13 of title 14, United States Code, is amend-
ed— 

(i) by striking the item relating to section 
514; and 

(ii) by striking the item relating to section 
515. 

(C) CHAPTER 14.—The analysis for chapter 
14 of title 14, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a) of this section, is amended by 
inserting— 
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(i) before the item relating to section 542 

the following: 
‘‘541. Reimbursement for adoption ex-

penses.’’; 
(ii) after the item relating to section 551 

the following: 
‘‘552. Child development services.’’; and 

(iii) after the item relating to section 543 
the following: 
‘‘544. Dependent school children.’’. 

(D) CHAPTER 17.—The analysis for chapter 
17 of title 14, United States Code, is amended 
by striking the item relating to section 657. 

(c) COMMANDANT; GENERAL POWERS.—Sec-
tion 93(a)(7) of title 14, United States Code, 
as amended by this Act, is further amended 
by inserting ‘‘, and to eligible spouses as de-
fined under section 542,’’ after ‘‘Coast 
Guard’’. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—It is the sense of Congress 

that the amount of funds appropriated for a 
fiscal year for operating expenses related to 
Coast Guard child development services 
should not be less than the amount of the 
child development center fee receipts esti-
mated to be collected by the Coast Guard 
during that fiscal year. 

(2) CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER FEE RE-
CEIPTS DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term 
‘‘child development center fee receipts’’ 
means fees paid by members of the Coast 
Guard for child care services provided at 
Coast Guard child development centers. 
SEC. 215. MISSION NEED STATEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 569 of title 14, 
United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘§ 569. Mission need statement 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—On the date on which 
the President submits to Congress a budget 
for fiscal year 2016 under section 1105 of title 
31, on the date on which the President sub-
mits to Congress a budget for fiscal year 2019 
under such section, and every 4 years there-
after, the Commandant shall submit to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate an inte-
grated major acquisition mission need state-
ment. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

‘‘(1) INTEGRATED MAJOR ACQUISITION MISSION 
NEED STATEMENT.—The term ‘integrated 
major acquisition mission need statement’ 
means a document that— 

‘‘(A) identifies current and projected gaps 
in Coast Guard mission capabilities using 
mission hour targets; 

‘‘(B) explains how each major acquisition 
program addresses gaps identified under sub-
paragraph (A) if funded at the levels provided 
for such program in the most recently sub-
mitted capital investment plan; and 

‘‘(C) describes the missions the Coast 
Guard will not be able to achieve, by fiscal 
year, for each gap identified under subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(2) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘major acquisition program’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 569a(e). 

‘‘(3) CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN.—The term 
‘capital investment plan’ means the plan re-
quired under section 663(a)(1).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 15 of title 14, United States Code, 
is amended by striking the item relating to 
section 569 and inserting the following: 
‘‘569. Mission need statement.’’. 
SEC. 216. TRANSMISSION OF ANNUAL COAST 

GUARD AUTHORIZATION REQUEST. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 14, United States 

Code, as amended by this Act, is further 
amended by inserting after section 662 the 
following: 

‘‘§ 662a. Transmission of annual Coast Guard 
authorization request 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date on which the President sub-
mits to Congress a budget for a fiscal year 
pursuant to section 1105 of title 31, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a Coast Guard authorization 
request with respect to such fiscal year. 

‘‘(b) COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION REQUEST 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘Coast 
Guard authorization request’ means a pro-
posal for legislation that, with respect to the 
Coast Guard for the relevant fiscal year— 

‘‘(1) recommends end strengths for per-
sonnel for that fiscal year, as described in 
section 661; 

‘‘(2) recommends authorizations of appro-
priations for that fiscal year, including with 
respect to matters described in section 662; 
and 

‘‘(3) addresses any other matter that the 
Secretary determines is appropriate for in-
clusion in a Coast Guard authorization 
bill.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 17 of title 14, United States Code, 
as amended by this Act, is further amended 
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 662 the following: 
‘‘662a. Transmission of annual Coast Guard 

authorization request.’’. 
SEC. 217. INVENTORY OF REAL PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 17 of title 14, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 679. Inventory of real property 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2015, the Commandant shall estab-
lish an inventory of all real property, includ-
ing submerged lands, under the control of 
the Coast Guard, which shall include— 

‘‘(1) the size, the location, and any other 
appropriate description of each unit of such 
property; 

‘‘(2) an assessment of the physical condi-
tion of each unit of such property, excluding 
lands; 

‘‘(3) a determination of whether each unit 
of such property should be— 

‘‘(A) retained to fulfill a current or pro-
jected Coast Guard mission requirement; or 

‘‘(B) subject to divestiture; and 
‘‘(4) other information the Commandant 

considers appropriate. 
‘‘(b) INVENTORY MAINTENANCE.—The Com-

mandant shall— 
‘‘(1) maintain the inventory required under 

subsection (a) on an ongoing basis; and 
‘‘(2) update information on each unit of 

real property included in such inventory not 
later than 30 days after any change relating 
to the control of such property. 

‘‘(c) RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONGRESS.—Not 
later than March 30, 2016, and every 5 years 
thereafter, the Commandant shall submit to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report 
that includes— 

‘‘(1) a list of all real property under the 
control of the Coast Guard and the location 
of such property by property type; 

‘‘(2) recommendations for divestiture with 
respect to any units of such property; and 

‘‘(3) recommendations for consolidating 
any units of such property, including— 

‘‘(A) an estimate of the costs or savings as-
sociated with each recommended consolida-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) a discussion of the impact that such 
consolidation would have on Coast Guard 
mission effectiveness.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter, as amended by this Act, is 
further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘679. Inventory of real property.’’. 
SEC. 218. RETIRED SERVICE MEMBERS AND DE-

PENDENTS SERVING ON ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 17 of title 14, 
United States Code, as amended by this Act, 
is further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘§ 680. Retired service members and depend-

ents serving on advisory committees 
‘‘A committee that— 
‘‘(1) advises or assists the Coast Guard with 

respect to a function that affects a member 
of the Coast Guard or a dependent of such a 
member; and 

‘‘(2) includes in its membership a retired 
Coast Guard member or a dependent of such 
a retired member; 
shall not be considered an advisory com-
mittee under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) solely because of 
such membership.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter, as amended by this Act, is 
further amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 679 the following: 
‘‘680. Retired service members and depend-

ents serving on advisory com-
mittees.’’. 

SEC. 219. ACTIVE DUTY FOR EMERGENCY AUG-
MENTATION OF REGULAR FORCES. 

Section 712(a) of title 14, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘not more than 
60 days in any 4-month period and’’. 
SEC. 220. ACQUISITION WORKFORCE EXPEDITED 

HIRING AUTHORITY. 
Section 404(b) of the Coast Guard Author-

ization Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–281; 124 
Stat. 2951) is amended by striking ‘‘2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2017’’. 
SEC. 221. COAST GUARD ADMINISTRATIVE SAV-

INGS. 
(a) ELIMINATION OF OUTDATED AND DUPLICA-

TIVE REPORTS.— 
(1) MARINE INDUSTRY TRAINING.—Section 59 

of title 14, United States Code, is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The 

Commandant’’ and inserting ‘‘The Com-
mandant’’; and 

(B) by striking subsection (b). 
(2) OPERATIONS AND EXPENDITURES.—Sec-

tion 651 of title 14, United States Code, and 
the item relating to such section in the anal-
ysis for chapter 17 of such title, are repealed. 

(3) DRUG INTERDICTION.—Section 103 of the 
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996 (14 
U.S.C. 89 note), and the item relating to that 
section in the table of contents in section 2 
of that Act, are repealed. 

(4) NATIONAL DEFENSE.—Section 426 of the 
Maritime Transportation Security Act of 
2002 (14 U.S.C. 2 note), and the item relating 
to that section in the table of contents in 
section 1(b) of that Act, are repealed. 

(5) LIVING MARINE RESOURCES.—Section 4(b) 
of the Cruise Vessel Security and Safety Act 
of 2010 (16 U.S.C. 1828 note) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: ‘‘No report 
shall be required under this subsection, in-
cluding that no report shall be required 
under section 224 of the Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2004 or sec-
tion 804 of the Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2006, for fiscal years 
beginning after fiscal year 2014.’’. 

(b) CONSOLIDATION AND REFORM OF REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) MARINE SAFETY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 2116(d)(2)(B) of 

title 46, United States Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(B) on the program’s mission performance 
in achieving numerical measurable goals es-
tablished under subsection (b), including— 
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‘‘(i) the number of civilian and military 

Coast Guard personnel assigned to marine 
safety positions; and 

‘‘(ii) an identification of marine safety po-
sitions that are understaffed to meet the 
workload required to accomplish each activ-
ity included in the strategy and plans under 
subsection (a); and’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 57 of 
title 14, United States Code, as amended by 
this Act, is further amended— 

(i) by striking subsection (e); and 
(ii) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), 

and (h) as subsections (e), (f), and (g) respec-
tively. 

(2) MINOR CONSTRUCTION.—Section 656(d)(2) 
of title 14, United States Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Not later than the date on 
which the President submits to Congress a 
budget under section 1105 of title 31 each 
year, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report de-
scribing each project carried out under para-
graph (1), in the most recently concluded fis-
cal year, for which the amount expended 
under such paragraph for such project was 
more than $1,000,000. If no such project was 
carried out during a fiscal year, no report 
under this paragraph shall be required with 
respect to that fiscal year.’’. 
SEC. 222. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO TITLE 14. 

Title 14, United States Code, as amended 
by this Act, is further amended— 

(1) in section 93(b)(1) by striking ‘‘Notwith-
standing subsection (a)(14)’’ and inserting 
‘‘Notwithstanding subsection (a)(13)’’; and 

(2) in section 197(b) by striking ‘‘of Home-
land Security’’. 
SEC. 223. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-

ITY FOR OFFSHORE PATROL CUT-
TERS. 

In fiscal year 2015 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, the Secretary of the department 
in which the Coast Guard is operating may 
enter into, in accordance with section 2306b 
of title 10, United States Code, multiyear 
contracts for the procurement of Offshore 
Patrol Cutters and associated equipment. 
SEC. 224. MAINTAINING MEDIUM ENDURANCE 

CUTTER MISSION CAPABILITY. 
Not later than 120 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating shall submit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report that includes— 

(1) a schedule and plan for decommis-
sioning, not later than September 30, 2029, 
each of the 210-foot, Reliance-Class Cutters 
operated by the Coast Guard on the date of 
enactment of this Act; 

(2) a schedule and plan for enhancing the 
maintenance or extending the service life of 
each of the 270-foot, Famous-Class Cutters 
operated by the Coast Guard on the date of 
enactment of this Act— 

(A) to maintain the capability of the Coast 
Guard to carry out sea-going missions with 
respect to such Cutters at the level of capa-
bility existing on September 30, 2013; and 

(B) for the period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this Act and ending on the date 
on which the final Offshore Patrol Cutter is 
scheduled to be commissioned under para-
graph (4); 

(3) an identification of the number of Off-
shore Patrol Cutters capable of sea state 5 
operations that, if 8 National Security Cut-
ters are commissioned, are necessary to re-
turn the sea state 5 operating capability of 
the Coast Guard to the level of capability 

that existed prior to the decommissioning of 
the first High Endurance Cutter in fiscal 
year 2011; 

(4) a schedule and plan for commissioning 
the number of Offshore Patrol Cutters iden-
tified under paragraph (3); and 

(5) a schedule and plan for commissioning, 
not later than September 30, 2034, a number 
of Offshore Patrol Cutters not capable of sea 
state 5 operations that is equal to— 

(A) 25; less 
(B) the number of Offshore Patrol Cutters 

identified under paragraph (3). 
SEC. 225. AVIATION CAPABILITY IN THE GREAT 

LAKES REGION. 
The Secretary of the department in which 

the Coast Guard is operating may— 
(1) request and accept through a direct 

military-to-military transfer under section 
2571 of title 10, United States Code, such H– 
60 helicopters as may be necessary to estab-
lish a year-round operational capability in 
the Coast Guard’s Ninth District; and 

(2) use funds provided under section 101 of 
this Act to convert such helicopters to Coast 
Guard MH–60T configuration. 
SEC. 226. GAPS IN WRITINGS ON COAST GUARD 

HISTORY. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard shall submit to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report on any gaps that 
exist in writings on the history of the Coast 
Guard. The report shall address, at a min-
imum, operations, broad topics, and biog-
raphies with respect to the Coast Guard. 
SEC. 227. OFFICER EVALUATION REPORTS. 

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
shall provide to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a written assessment of the 
Coast Guard’s officer evaluation reporting 
system. 

(b) CONTENTS OF ASSESSMENT.—The assess-
ment required under subsection (a) shall in-
clude, at a minimum, an analysis of— 

(1) the extent to which the Coast Guard’s 
officer evaluation reports differ in length, 
form, and content from the officer fitness re-
ports used by the Navy and other branches of 
the Armed Forces; 

(2) the extent to which differences deter-
mined pursuant to paragraph (1) are the re-
sult of inherent differences between— 

(A) the Coast Guard and the Navy; and 
(B) the Coast Guard and other branches of 

the Armed Forces; 
(3) the feasibility of more closely aligning 

and conforming the Coast Guard’s officer 
evaluation reports with the officer fitness re-
ports of the Navy and other branches of the 
Armed Forces; and 

(4) the costs and benefits of the alignment 
and conformity described in paragraph (3), 
including with respect to— 

(A) Coast Guard administrative efficiency; 
(B) fairness and equity for Coast Guard of-

ficers; and 
(C) carrying out the Coast Guard’s statu-

tory mission of defense readiness, including 
when operating as a service in the Navy. 
SEC. 228. IMPROVED SAFETY INFORMATION FOR 

VESSELS. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall establish a process that allows an 
operator of a marine exchange or other non- 
Federal vessel traffic information service to 
use the automatic identification system to 

transmit weather, ice, and other important 
navigation safety information to vessels. 
SEC. 229. E–LORAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating may not carry out activities related to 
the dismantling or disposal of infrastructure 
that supported the former LORAN system 
until the later of— 

(1) the date that is 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the date on which the Secretary pro-
vides to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate notice of a determination by the Sec-
retary that such infrastructure is not re-
quired to provide a positioning, navigation, 
and timing system to provide redundant ca-
pability in the event GPS signals are dis-
rupted. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) does not 
apply to activities necessary for the safety of 
human life. 

(c) AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary may 
enter into cooperative agreements, con-
tracts, and other agreements with Federal 
entities and other public or private entities, 
including academic entities, to develop a po-
sitioning, navigation, and timing system, in-
cluding an enhanced LORAN system, to pro-
vide redundant capability in the event GPS 
signals are disrupted. 
SEC. 230. ANALYSIS OF RESOURCE DEFICIENCIES 

WITH RESPECT TO MARITIME BOR-
DER SECURITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard shall pro-
vide to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representa-
tives a report describing any Coast Guard re-
source deficiencies related to— 

(1) securing maritime borders with respect 
to the Great Lakes and the coastal areas of 
the Southeastern and Southwestern United 
States, including with respect to Florida, 
California, Puerto Rico, and the United 
States Virgin Islands; 

(2) patrolling and monitoring maritime ap-
proaches to the areas described in paragraph 
(1); and 

(3) patrolling and monitoring relevant por-
tions of the Western Hemisphere Drug Tran-
sit Zone. 

(b) SCOPE.—In preparing the report under 
subsection (a), the Commandant shall con-
sider, at a minimum— 

(1) the Coast Guard’s statutory missions 
with respect to migrant interdiction, drug 
interdiction, defense readiness, living marine 
resources, and ports, waterways, and coastal 
security; 

(2) whether Coast Guard missions are being 
executed to meet national performance tar-
gets set under the National Drug Control 
Strategy; 

(3) the number and types of cutters and 
other vessels required to effectively execute 
Coast Guard missions; 

(4) the number and types of aircraft, in-
cluding unmanned aircraft, required to effec-
tively execute Coast Guard missions; 

(5) the number of assets that require up-
graded sensor and communications systems 
to effectively execute Coast Guard missions; 

(6) the Deployable Specialized Forces re-
quired to effectively execute Coast Guard 
missions; and 

(7) whether additional shoreside facilities 
are required to accommodate Coast Guard 
personnel and assets in support of Coast 
Guard missions. 
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SEC. 231. MODERNIZATION OF NATIONAL DIS-

TRESS AND RESPONSE SYSTEM. 
(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report on the 
implementation of the Rescue 21 project in 
Alaska and in Coast Guard sectors Upper 
Mississippi River, Lower Mississippi River, 
and Ohio River Valley. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
subsection (a) shall— 

(1) describe what improvements are being 
made to the distress response system in the 
areas specified in subsection (a), including 
information on which areas will receive dig-
ital selective calling and direction finding 
capability; 

(2) describe the impediments to installing 
digital selective calling and direction finding 
capability in areas where such technology 
will not be installed; 

(3) identify locations in the areas specified 
in subsection (a) where communication gaps 
will continue to present a risk to mariners 
after completion of the Rescue 21 project; 

(4) include a list of all reported marine ac-
cidents, casualties, and fatalities occurring 
in the locations identified under paragraph 
(3) since 1990; and 

(5) provide an estimate of the costs associ-
ated with installing the technology nec-
essary to close communication gaps in the 
locations identified under paragraph (3). 
SEC. 232. REPORT RECONCILING MAINTENANCE 

AND OPERATIONAL PRIORITIES ON 
THE MISSOURI RIVER. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard shall submit to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report that outlines a 
course of action to reconcile general mainte-
nance priorities for cutters with operational 
priorities on the Missouri River. 
SEC. 233. MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE AS-

SISTANCE POLICY ASSESSMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant of the 

Coast Guard shall assess the Maritime 
Search and Rescue Assistance Policy as it 
relates to State and local responders. 

(b) SCOPE.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall consider, at a minimum— 

(1) the extent to which Coast Guard search 
and rescue coordinators have entered into 
domestic search and rescue agreements with 
State and local responders under the Na-
tional Search and Rescue Plan; 

(2) whether the domestic search and rescue 
agreements include the Maritime Search and 
Rescue Assistance Policy; and 

(3) the extent to which Coast Guard sectors 
coordinate with 911 emergency centers, in-
cluding ensuring the dissemination of appro-
priate maritime distress check-sheets. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard shall submit a 
report on the assessment under subsection 
(a) to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives. 

TITLE III—SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION 
SEC. 301. REPEAL. 

Chapter 555 of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by repealing section 55501; 
(2) by redesignating section 55502 as section 

55501; and 
(3) in the analysis by striking the items re-

lating to sections 55501 and 55502 and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘55501. United States Committee on the Ma-
rine Transportation System.’’. 

SEC. 302. DONATION OF HISTORICAL PROPERTY. 
Section 51103 of title 46, United States 

Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(e) DONATION FOR HISTORICAL PURPOSES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-

vey the right, title, and interest of the 
United States Government in any property 
administered by the Maritime Administra-
tion, except real estate or vessels, if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary determines that such 
property is not needed by the Maritime Ad-
ministration; and 

‘‘(B) the recipient— 
‘‘(i) is a nonprofit organization, a State, or 

a political subdivision of a State; 
‘‘(ii) agrees to hold the Government harm-

less for any claims arising from exposure to 
hazardous materials, including asbestos, pol-
ychlorinated biphenyls, or lead paint, after 
conveyance of the property; 

‘‘(iii) provides a description and expla-
nation of the intended use of the property to 
the Secretary for approval; 

‘‘(iv) has provided to the Secretary proof, 
as determined by the Secretary, of resources 
sufficient to accomplish the intended use 
provided under clause (iii) and to maintain 
the property; 

‘‘(v) agrees that when the recipient no 
longer requires the property, the recipient 
shall— 

‘‘(I) return the property to the Secretary, 
at the recipient’s expense and in the same 
condition as received except for ordinary 
wear and tear; or 

‘‘(II) subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary, retain, sell, or otherwise dispose of 
the property in a manner consistent with ap-
plicable law; and 

‘‘(vi) agrees to any additional terms the 
Secretary considers appropriate. 

‘‘(2) REVERSION.—The Secretary shall in-
clude in any conveyance under this sub-
section terms under which all right, title, 
and interest conveyed by the Secretary shall 
revert to the Government if the Secretary 
determines the property has been used other 
than as approved by the Secretary under 
paragraph (1)(B)(iii).’’. 
SEC. 303. SMALL SHIPYARDS. 

Section 54101(i) of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2009 through 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘2015 through 2017’’. 
SEC. 304. DRUG TESTING REPORTING. 

Section 7706 of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘an ap-
plicant for employment by a Federal agen-
cy,’’ after ‘‘Federal agency,’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by— 
(A) inserting ‘‘or an applicant for employ-

ment by a Federal agency’’ after ‘‘an em-
ployee’’; and 

(B) striking ‘‘the employee.’’ and inserting 
‘‘the employee or the applicant.’’. 
SEC. 305. OPPORTUNITIES FOR SEA SERVICE VET-

ERANS. 
(a) ENDORSEMENTS FOR VETERANS.—Section 

7101 of title 46, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(j) The Secretary may issue a license 
under this section in a class under sub-
section (c) to an applicant that— 

‘‘(1) has at least 3 months of qualifying 
service on vessels of the uniformed services 
(as that term is defined in section 101(a) of 
title 10) of appropriate tonnage or horse-
power within the 7-year period immediately 
preceding the date of application; and 

‘‘(2) satisfies all other requirements for 
such a license.’’. 

(b) SEA SERVICE LETTERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Title 14, United States 

Code, is amended by inserting after section 
427 the following: 

‘‘§ 428. Sea service letters 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide a sea service letter to a member or 
former member of the Coast Guard who— 

‘‘(1) accumulated sea service on a vessel of 
the armed forces (as such term is defined in 
section 101(a) of title 10); and 

‘‘(2) requests such letter. 
‘‘(b) DEADLINE.—Not later than 30 days 

after receiving a request for a sea service let-
ter from a member or former member of the 
Coast Guard under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall provide such letter to such 
member or former member if such member 
or former member satisfies the requirement 
under subsection (a)(1).’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
chapter 11 of title 14, United States Code, is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 427 the following: 
‘‘428. Sea service letters.’’. 

(c) CREDITING OF UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES SERVICE, TRAINING, AND QUALIFICA-
TIONS.— 

(1) MAXIMIZING CREDITABILITY.—The Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating, in implementing United 
States merchant mariner license, certifi-
cation, and document laws and the Inter-
national Convention on Standards of Train-
ing, Certification and Watchkeeping for Sea-
farers, 1978, shall maximize the extent to 
which United States Armed Forces service, 
training, and qualifications are creditable 
toward meeting the requirements of such 
laws and such Convention. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall notify the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate on the steps taken to imple-
ment this subsection. 

(d) MERCHANT MARINE POST-SERVICE CA-
REER OPPORTUNITIES.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Commandant of the Coast Guard shall 
take steps to promote better awareness, on 
an ongoing basis, among Coast Guard per-
sonnel regarding post-service use of Coast 
Guard training, education, and practical ex-
perience in satisfaction of requirements for 
merchant mariner credentials under section 
11.213 of title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 
SEC. 306. CLARIFICATION OF HIGH-RISK WATERS. 

Section 55305(e) of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘provide armed personnel 

aboard’’ and inserting ‘‘reimburse, subject to 
the availability of appropriations, the own-
ers or operators of’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘for the cost of providing 
armed personnel aboard such vessels’’ before 
‘‘if’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) In this subsection, the term ‘high-risk 
waters’ means waters so designated by the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard in the mari-
time security directive issued by the Com-
mandant and in effect on the date on which 
an applicable voyage begins, if the Secretary 
of Transportation— 

‘‘(A) determines that an act of piracy oc-
curred in the 12-month period preceding the 
date the voyage begins; or 

‘‘(B) in such period, issued an advisory 
warning that an act of piracy is possible in 
such waters.’’. 
SEC. 307. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS. 

(a) TITLE 46.—Section 2116(b)(1)(D) of title 
46, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 93(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
93(c) of title 14’’. 
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(b) COAST GUARD AND MARITIME TRANSPOR-

TATION ACT OF 2006.—Section 304(a) of the 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–241; 33 U.S.C. 1503 
note) is amended by inserting ‘‘and from’’ be-
fore ‘‘the United States’’. 

(c) DEEPWATER PORT ACT OF 1974.—Section 
4(i) of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 
U.S.C. 1503(i)) is amended by inserting ‘‘or 
that will supply’’ after ‘‘be supplied with’’. 
SEC. 308. REPORT. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report on 
the number of jobs, including vessel con-
struction and vessel operating jobs, that 
would be created in the United States mari-
time industry each year in 2015 through 2025 
if liquified natural gas exported from the 
United States were required to be carried— 

(1) before December 31, 2018, on vessels doc-
umented under the laws of the United 
States; and 

(2) on and after such date, on vessels docu-
mented under the laws of the United States 
and constructed in the United States. 
SEC. 309. FISHING SAFETY GRANT PROGRAMS. 

(a) FISHING SAFETY TRAINING GRANT PRO-
GRAM.—Section 4502(i)(4) of title 46, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2010 
through 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2015 through 
2017’’. 

(b) FISHING SAFETY RESEARCH GRANT PRO-
GRAM.—Section 4502(j)(4) of title 46, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2010 
through 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2015 through 
2017’’. 
SEC. 310. ESTABLISHMENT OF MERCHANT MA-

RINE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Chapter 81 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 8108. Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory 

Committee 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a Merchant Marine Personnel Advi-
sory Committee (in this section referred to 
as ‘the Committee’). The Committee— 

‘‘(1) shall act solely in an advisory capac-
ity to the Secretary through the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard on matters re-
lating to personnel in the United States mer-
chant marine, including training, qualifica-
tions, certification, documentation, and fit-
ness standards, and other matters as as-
signed by the Commandant; 

‘‘(2) shall review and comment on proposed 
Coast Guard regulations and policies relat-
ing to personnel in the United States mer-
chant marine, including training, qualifica-
tions, certification, documentation, and fit-
ness standards; 

‘‘(3) may be given special assignments by 
the Secretary and may conduct studies, in-
quiries, workshops, and fact finding in con-
sultation with individuals and groups in the 
private sector and with State or local gov-
ernments; 

‘‘(4) shall advise, consult with, and make 
recommendations reflecting its independent 
judgment to the Secretary; 

‘‘(5) shall meet not less than twice each 
year; and 

‘‘(6) may make available to Congress rec-
ommendations that the Committee makes to 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall 

consist of not more than 19 members who are 
appointed by and serve terms of a duration 
determined by the Secretary. Before filling a 
position on the Committee, the Secretary 

shall publish a notice in the Federal Register 
soliciting nominations for membership on 
the Committee. 

‘‘(2) REQUIRED MEMBERS.—Subject to para-
graph (3), the Secretary shall appoint as 
members of the Committee— 

‘‘(A) 9 United States citizens with active li-
censes or certificates issued under chapter 71 
or merchant mariner documents issued 
under chapter 73, including— 

‘‘(i) 3 deck officers who represent the view-
point of merchant marine deck officers, of 
whom— 

‘‘(I) 2 shall be licensed for oceans any gross 
tons; 

‘‘(II) 1 shall be licensed for inland river 
route with a limited or unlimited tonnage; 

‘‘(III) 2 shall have a master’s license or a 
master of towing vessels license; 

‘‘(IV) 1 shall have significant tanker expe-
rience; and 

‘‘(V) to the extent practicable— 
‘‘(aa) 1 shall represent the viewpoint of 

labor; and 
‘‘(bb) another shall represent a manage-

ment perspective; 
‘‘(ii) 3 engineering officers who represent 

the viewpoint of merchant marine engineer-
ing officers, of whom— 

‘‘(I) 2 shall be licensed as chief engineer 
any horsepower; 

‘‘(II) 1 shall be licensed as either a limited 
chief engineer or a designated duty engineer; 
and 

‘‘(III) to the extent practicable— 
‘‘(aa) 1 shall represent a labor viewpoint; 

and 
‘‘(bb) another shall represent a manage-

ment perspective; 
‘‘(iii) 2 unlicensed seamen, of whom— 
‘‘(I) 1 shall represent the viewpoint of able- 

bodied seamen; and 
‘‘(II) another shall represent the viewpoint 

of qualified members of the engine depart-
ment; and 

‘‘(iv) 1 pilot who represents the viewpoint 
of merchant marine pilots; 

‘‘(B) 6 marine educators, including— 
‘‘(i) 3 marine educators who represent the 

viewpoint of maritime academies, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(I) 2 who represent the viewpoint of State 
maritime academies and are jointly rec-
ommended by such State maritime acad-
emies; and 

‘‘(II) 1 who represents either the viewpoint 
of the State maritime academies or the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy; 
and 

‘‘(ii) 3 marine educators who represent the 
viewpoint of other maritime training insti-
tutions, 1 of whom shall represent the view-
point of the small vessel industry; 

‘‘(C) 2 individuals who represent the view-
point of shipping companies employed in 
ship operation management; and 

‘‘(D) 2 members who are appointed from 
the general public. 

‘‘(3) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall 
consult with the Secretary of Transportation 
in making an appointment under paragraph 
(2)(B)(i)(II). 

‘‘(c) CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—The 
Secretary shall designate one member of the 
Committee as the Chairman and one member 
of the Committee as the Vice Chairman. The 
Vice Chairman shall act as Chairman in the 
absence or incapacity of the Chairman, or in 
the event of a vacancy in the office of the 
Chairman. 

‘‘(d) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Committee may 
establish and disestablish subcommittees 
and working groups for any purpose con-
sistent with this section, subject to condi-
tions imposed by the Committee. Members of 
the Committee and additional persons drawn 
from the general public may be assigned to 
such subcommittees and working groups. 

Only Committee members may chair sub-
committee or working groups. 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall 
terminate on September 30, 2020.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘8108. Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory 

Committee.’’. 
SEC. 311. TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE COSTS FOR 

PREVENTION SERVICES. 
(a) TITLE 46, UNITED STATES CODE.—Sec-

tion 2110 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(b)(1) In addition to the collection of fees 
and charges established under subsection (a), 
in providing a service or thing of value under 
this subtitle the Secretary may accept in- 
kind transportation, travel, and subsistence. 

‘‘(2) The value of in-kind transportation, 
travel, and subsistence accepted under this 
paragraph may not exceed applicable per 
diem rates set forth in regulations prescribed 
under section 464 of title 37.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (a) and (b),’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (a),’’. 

(b) TITLE 14, UNITED STATES CODE.—Sec-
tion 664 of title 14, United States Code, is 
amended by redesignating subsections (e) 
though (g) as subsections (f) through (h), re-
spectively, and by inserting after subsection 
(d) the following: 

‘‘(e)(1) In addition to the collection of fees 
and charges established under this section, 
in the provision of a service or thing of value 
by the Coast Guard the Secretary may ac-
cept in-kind transportation, travel, and sub-
sistence. 

‘‘(2) The value of in-kind transportation, 
travel, and subsistence accepted under this 
paragraph may not exceed applicable per 
diem rates set forth in regulations prescribed 
under section 464 of title 37.’’. 

(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the De-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating may not accept in-kind transportation, 
travel, or subsistence under section 664(e) of 
title 14, United States Code, or section 
2110(d)(4) of title 46, United States Code, as 
amended by this section, until the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard— 

(1) amends the Standards of Ethical Con-
duct for members and employees of the Coast 
Guard to include regulations governing the 
acceptance of in-kind reimbursements; and 

(2) notifies the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives of the amendments made under para-
graph (1). 
SEC. 312. PROMPT INTERGOVERNMENTAL NO-

TICE OF MARINE CASUALTIES. 
Section 6101 of title 46, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(c) NOTICE TO STATE AND TRIBAL GOVERN-

MENTS.—Not later than 24 hours after receiv-
ing a notice of a major marine casualty 
under this section, the Secretary shall notify 
each State or federally recognized Indian 
tribe that is, or may reasonably be expected 
to be, affected by such marine casualty.’’; 

(2) in subsection (h)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(1)’’; and 
(B) by redesignating subsection (h)(2) as 

subsection (i) of section 6101, and in such 
subsection— 

(i) by striking ‘‘paragraph,’’ and inserting 
‘‘section,’’; and 

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) as paragraphs (1) through (4); 
and 
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(3) by redesignating the last subsection as 

subsection (j). 
SEC. 313. AREA CONTINGENCY PLANS. 

Section 311(j)(4) of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(4)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘quali-
fied personnel of Federal, State, and local 
agencies.’’ and inserting ‘‘qualified— 

‘‘(i) personnel of Federal, State, and local 
agencies; and 

‘‘(ii) members of federally recognized In-
dian tribes, where applicable.’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(ii)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting 

‘‘, local, and tribal’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘wildlife;’’ and inserting 

‘‘wildlife, including advance planning with 
respect to the closing and reopening of fish-
ing areas following a discharge;’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (B)(iii), by striking 
‘‘and local’’ and inserting ‘‘, local, and trib-
al’’; and 

(4) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘and Federal, 

State, and local agencies’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
Federal, State, and local agencies, and tribal 
governments’’; 

(B) by redesignating clauses (vii) and (viii) 
as clauses (viii) and (ix), respectively; and 

(C) by inserting after clause (vi) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(vii) include a framework for advance 
planning and decisionmaking with respect to 
the closing and reopening of fishing areas 
following a discharge, including protocols 
and standards for the closing and reopening 
of fishing areas;’’. 
SEC. 314. INTERNATIONAL ICE PATROL REFORM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 803 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in section 80301, by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(c) PAYMENTS.—Payments received pursu-
ant to subsection (b)(1) shall be credited to 
the appropriation for operating expenses of 
the Coast Guard.’’; 

(2) in section 80302— 
(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘An ice 

patrol vessel’’ and inserting ‘‘The ice pa-
trol’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘An ice 
patrol vessel’’ and inserting ‘‘The ice pa-
trol’’; and 

(C) in the first sentence of subsection (d), 
by striking ‘‘vessels’’ and inserting ‘‘air-
craft’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 80304. Limitation on ice patrol data 

‘‘Notwithstanding sections 80301 and 80302, 
data collected by an ice patrol conducted by 
the Coast Guard under this chapter may not 
be disseminated to a vessel unless such ves-
sel is— 

‘‘(1) documented under the laws of the 
United States; or 

‘‘(2) documented under the laws of a for-
eign country that made the payment or con-
tribution required under section 80301(b) for 
the year preceding the year in which the 
data is collected.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘80304. Limitation on ice patrol data.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on January 1, 2017. 
SEC. 315. OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSEL THIRD- 

PARTY INSPECTION. 
Section 3316 of title 46, United States Code, 

is amended by redesignating subsection (f) as 
subsection (g), and by inserting after sub-
section (e) the following: 

‘‘(f)(1) Upon request of an owner or oper-
ator of an offshore supply vessel, the Sec-
retary shall delegate the authorities set 

forth in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) with 
respect to such vessel to a classification so-
ciety to which a delegation is authorized 
under that paragraph. A delegation by the 
Secretary under this subsection shall be used 
for any vessel inspection and examination 
function carried out by the Secretary, in-
cluding the issuance of certificates of inspec-
tion and all other related documents. 

‘‘(2) If the Secretary determines that a cer-
tificate of inspection or related document 
issued under authority delegated under para-
graph (1) of this subsection with respect to a 
vessel has reduced the operational safety of 
that vessel, the Secretary may terminate the 
certificate or document, respectively. 

‘‘(3) Not later than 2 years after the date of 
the enactment of the Howard Coble Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 
2014, and for each year of the subsequent 2- 
year period, the Secretary shall provide to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report 
describing— 

‘‘(A) the number of vessels for which a del-
egation was made under paragraph (1); 

‘‘(B) any savings in personnel and oper-
ational costs incurred by the Coast Guard 
that resulted from the delegations; and 

‘‘(C) based on measurable marine casualty 
and other data, any impacts of the delega-
tions on the operational safety of vessels for 
which the delegations were made, and on the 
crew on those vessels.’’. 
SEC. 316. WATCHES. 

Section 8104 of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘coal 
passers, firemen, oilers, and water tenders’’ 
and inserting ‘‘and oilers’’; and 

(2) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘(ex-
cept the coal passers, firemen, oilers, and 
water tenders)’’. 
SEC. 317. COAST GUARD RESPONSE PLAN RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
(a) VESSEL RESPONSE PLAN CONTENTS.—The 

Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating shall require that 
each vessel response plan prepared for a mo-
bile offshore drilling unit includes informa-
tion from the facility response plan prepared 
for the mobile offshore drilling unit regard-
ing the planned response to a worst case dis-
charge, and to a threat of such a discharge. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING UNIT.—The 

term ‘‘mobile offshore drilling unit’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 1001 of 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701). 

(2) RESPONSE PLAN.—The term ‘‘response 
plan’’ means a response plan prepared under 
section 311(j) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321(j)). 

(3) WORST CASE DISCHARGE.—The term 
‘‘worst case discharge’’ has the meaning 
given that term under section 311(a) of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1321(a)). 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to require the 
Coast Guard to review or approve a facility 
response plan for a mobile offshore drilling 
unit. 
SEC. 318. REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUN-

CIL. 
Section 5002(k)(3) of the Oil Pollution Act 

of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2732(k)(3)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘not more than $1,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘not less than $1,400,000’’. 
SEC. 319. UNINSPECTED PASSENGER VESSELS IN 

THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN IS-
LANDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4105 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b)(1) In applying this title with respect 
to an uninspected vessel of less than 24 me-
ters overall in length that carries passengers 
to or from a port in the United States Virgin 
Islands, the Secretary shall substitute ‘12 
passengers’ for ‘6 passengers’ each place it 
appears in section 2101(42) if the Secretary 
determines that the vessel complies with, as 
applicable to the vessel— 

‘‘(A) the Code of Practice for the Safety of 
Small Commercial Motor Vessels (commonly 
referred to as the ‘Yellow Code’), as pub-
lished by the U.K. Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency and in effect on January 1, 2014; or 

‘‘(B) the Code of Practice for the Safety of 
Small Commercial Sailing Vessels (com-
monly referred to as the ‘Blue Code’), as pub-
lished by such agency and in effect on such 
date. 

‘‘(2) If the Secretary establishes standards 
to carry out this subsection— 

‘‘(A) such standards shall be identical to 
those established in the Codes of Practice re-
ferred to in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(B) on any dates before the date on which 
such standards are in effect, the Codes of 
Practice referred to in paragraph (1) shall 
apply with respect to the vessels referred to 
in paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 4105(c) 
of title 46, United States Code, as redesig-
nated by subsection (a)(1) of this section, is 
amended by striking ‘‘Within twenty-four 
months of the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’. 
SEC. 320. TREATMENT OF ABANDONED SEA-

FARERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 111 of title 46, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 11113. Treatment of abandoned seafarers 

‘‘(a) ABANDONED SEAFARERS FUND.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

in the Treasury a separate account to be 
known as the Abandoned Seafarers Fund. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZED USES.—Amounts in the 
Fund may be appropriated to the Secretary 
for use— 

‘‘(A) to pay necessary support of a sea-
farer— 

‘‘(i) who— 
‘‘(I) was paroled into the United States 

under section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)), or 
for whom the Secretary has requested parole 
under such section; and 

‘‘(II) is involved in an investigation, re-
porting, documentation, or adjudication of 
any matter that is related to the administra-
tion or enforcement of law by the Coast 
Guard; or 

‘‘(ii) who— 
‘‘(I) is physically present in the United 

States; 
‘‘(II) the Secretary determines was aban-

doned in the United States; and 
‘‘(III) has not applied for asylum under the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.); and 

‘‘(B) to reimburse a vessel owner or oper-
ator for the costs of necessary support of a 
seafarer who has been paroled into the 
United States to facilitate an investigation, 
reporting, documentation, or adjudication of 
any matter that is related to the administra-
tion or enforcement of law by the Coast 
Guard, if— 

‘‘(i) the vessel owner or operator is not 
convicted of a criminal offense related to 
such matter; or 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary determines that reim-
bursement is appropriate. 

‘‘(3) CREDITING OF AMOUNTS TO FUND.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), there shall be credited to 
the Fund the following: 
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‘‘(i) Penalties deposited in the Fund under 

section 9 of the Act to Prevent Pollution 
from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1908). 

‘‘(ii) Amounts reimbursed or recovered 
under subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Amounts may be cred-
ited to the Fund under subparagraph (A) 
only if the unobligated balance of the Fund 
is less than $5,000,000. 

‘‘(4) REPORT REQUIRED.—On the date on 
which the President submits each budget for 
a fiscal year pursuant to section 1105 of title 
31, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report that 
describes— 

‘‘(A) the amounts credited to the Fund 
under paragraph (2) for the preceding fiscal 
year; and 

‘‘(B) amounts in the Fund that were ex-
pended for the preceding fiscal year. 

‘‘(b) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section 
shall be construed— 

‘‘(1) to create a private right of action or 
any other right, benefit, or entitlement to 
necessary support for any person; or 

‘‘(2) to compel the Secretary to pay or re-
imburse the cost of necessary support. 

‘‘(c) REIMBURSEMENT; RECOVERY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A vessel owner or oper-

ator shall reimburse the Fund an amount 
equal to the total amount paid from the 
Fund for necessary support of a seafarer, if— 

‘‘(A) the vessel owner or operator— 
‘‘(i) during the course of an investigation, 

reporting, documentation, or adjudication of 
any matter under this Act that the Coast 
Guard referred to a United States attorney 
or the Attorney General, fails to provide nec-
essary support of a seafarer who was paroled 
into the United States to facilitate the in-
vestigation, reporting, documentation, or ad-
judication; and 

‘‘(ii) subsequently is— 
‘‘(I) convicted of a criminal offense related 

to such matter; or 
‘‘(II) required to reimburse the Fund pursu-

ant to a court order or negotiated settlement 
related to such matter; or 

‘‘(B) the vessel owner or operator abandons 
a seafarer in the United States, as deter-
mined by the Secretary based on substantial 
evidence. 

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT.—If a vessel owner or 
operator fails to reimburse the Fund under 
paragraph (1) within 60 days after receiving a 
written, itemized description of reimburs-
able expenses and a demand for payment, the 
Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) proceed in rem against the vessel on 
which the seafarer served in the Federal dis-
trict court for the district in which the ves-
sel is found; and 

‘‘(B) withhold or revoke the clearance re-
quired under section 60105 for the vessel and 
any other vessel operated by the same oper-
ator (as that term is defined in section 2(9)(a) 
of the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships 
(33 U.S.C. 1901(9)(a)) as the vessel on which 
the seafarer served. 

‘‘(3) OBTAINING CLEARANCE.—A vessel may 
obtain clearance from the Secretary after it 
is withheld or revoked under paragraph 
(2)(B) if the vessel owner or operator— 

‘‘(A) reimburses the Fund the amount re-
quired under paragraph (1); or 

‘‘(B) provides a bond, or other evidence of 
financial responsibility, sufficient to meet 
the amount required to be reimbursed under 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(4) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall notify the vessel at least 72 
hours before taking any action under para-
graph (2)(B). 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

‘‘(1) ABANDONS; ABANDONED.—Each of the 
terms ‘abandons’ and ‘abandoned’ means— 

‘‘(A) a vessel owner’s or operator’s unilat-
eral severance of ties with a seafarer; or 

‘‘(B) a vessel owner’s or operator’s failure 
to provide necessary support of a seafarer. 

‘‘(2) FUND.—The term ‘Fund’ means the 
Abandoned Seafarers Fund established under 
this section. 

‘‘(3) NECESSARY SUPPORT.—The term ‘nec-
essary support’ means normal wages and ex-
penses the Secretary considers reasonable 
for lodging, subsistence, clothing, medical 
care (including hospitalization), repatri-
ation, and any other support the Secretary 
considers to be appropriate. 

‘‘(4) SEAFARER.—The term ‘seafarer’ means 
an alien crew member who is employed or 
engaged in any capacity on board a vessel 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

‘‘(5) VESSEL SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES.—The term ‘vessel 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 70502(c), except that it does not in-
clude a vessel that is— 

‘‘(A) owned, or operated under a bareboat 
charter, by the United States, a State or po-
litical subdivision thereof, or a foreign na-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) not engaged in commerce.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 

for such chapter is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘11113. Treatment of abandoned seafarers.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 9 of 
the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (33 
U.S.C. 1908) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) Any penalty collected under sub-
section (a) or (b) that is not paid under that 
subsection to the person giving information 
leading to the conviction or assessment of 
such penalties shall be deposited in the 
Abandoned Seafarers Fund established under 
section 11113 of title 46, United States 
Code.’’. 
SEC. 321. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 55305(d) of title 
46, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) Each department or agency that has 
responsibility for a program under this sec-
tion shall administer that program con-
sistent with this section and any regulations 
and guidance issued by the Secretary of 
Transportation concerning this section.’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3), and by inserting after paragraph 
(1) the following: 

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary shall have exclusive 
authority for determining the applicability 
of this section to a program of a Federal de-
partment or agency. 

‘‘(B) The head of a Federal department or 
agency shall request the Secretary to deter-
mine the applicability of this section to a 
program of such department or agency if the 
department or agency is uncertain of such 
applicability. Not later than 30 days after re-
ceiving such a request, the Secretary shall 
make such determination. 

‘‘(C) Subparagraph (B) shall not be con-
strued to limit the authority of the Sec-
retary to make a determination regarding 
the applicability of this section to a program 
administered by a Federal department or 
agency. 

‘‘(D) A determination made by the Sec-
retary under this paragraph regarding a pro-
gram shall remain in effect until the Sec-
retary determines that this section no longer 
applies to such program.’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3), as so redesignated, by 
amending subparagraph (A) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(A) shall conduct an annual review of the 
administration of programs subject to the 
requirements of this section to determine 
compliance with the requirements of this 
section;’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) On the date on which the President 

submits to Congress a budget pursuant to 
section 1105 of title 31, the Secretary shall 
make available on the Internet website of 
the Department of Transportation a report 
that— 

‘‘(A) lists the programs that were subject 
to determinations made by the Secretary 
under paragraph (2) in the preceding year; 
and 

‘‘(B) describes the results of the most re-
cent annual review required by paragraph 
(3)(A), including identification of the depart-
ments and agencies that transported cargo 
in violation of this section and any action 
the Secretary took under paragraph (3) with 
respect to each violation.’’. 

(b) DEADLINE FOR FIRST REVIEW.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall complete the 
first review required under the amendment 
made by subsection (a)(1)(C) by not later 
than December 31, 2015. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
3511(c) of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(46 U.S.C. 55305 note) is repealed. 
SEC. 322. COAST GUARD REGULATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the department in which 
the Coast Guard is operating shall submit to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives an analysis 
of the Coast Guard’s proposed promulgation 
of safety and environmental management 
system requirements for vessels engaged in 
Outer Continental Shelf activities. The anal-
ysis shall include— 

(1) a discussion of any new operational, 
management, design and construction, finan-
cial, and other mandates that would be im-
posed on vessel owners and operators; 

(2) an estimate of all associated direct and 
indirect operational, management, per-
sonnel, training, vessel design and construc-
tion, record keeping, and other costs; 

(3) an identification and justification of 
any of such proposed requirements that ex-
ceed those in international conventions ap-
plicable to the design, construction, oper-
ation, and management of vessels engaging 
in United States Outer Continental Shelf ac-
tivities; and 

(4) an identification of exemptions to the 
proposed requirements, that are based upon 
vessel classification, tonnage, offshore activ-
ity or function, alternative certifications, or 
any other appropriate criteria. 

(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
issue proposed regulations relating to safety 
and environmental management system re-
quirements for vessels on the United States 
Outer Continental Shelf for which noticed 
was published on September 10, 2013 (78 Fed. 
Reg. 55230) earlier than 6 months after the 
submittal of the analysis required by sub-
section (a). 
SEC. 323. WEBSITE. 

(a) REPORTS TO SECRETARY OF TRANSPOR-
TATION; INCIDENTS AND DETAILS.—Section 
3507(g)(3)(A) of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii) by striking ‘‘the incident 
to an Internet based portal maintained by 
the Secretary’’ and inserting ‘‘each incident 
specified in clause (i) to the Internet website 
maintained by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation under paragraph (4)(A)’’; and 

(2) in clause (iii) by striking ‘‘based portal 
maintained by the Secretary’’ and inserting 
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‘‘website maintained by the Secretary of 
Transportation under paragraph (4)(A)’’. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF INCIDENT DATA ON 
INTERNET.—Section 3507(g)(4) of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(A) WEBSITE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-

portation shall maintain a statistical com-
pilation of all incidents on board a cruise 
vessel specified in paragraph (3)(A)(i) on an 
Internet website that provides a numerical 
accounting of the missing persons and al-
leged crimes reported under that paragraph 
without regard to the investigative status of 
the incident. 

‘‘(ii) UPDATES AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.— 
The compilation under clause (i) shall— 

‘‘(I) be updated not less frequently than 
quarterly; 

‘‘(II) be able to be sorted by cruise line; 
‘‘(III) identify each cruise line by name; 
‘‘(IV) identify each crime or alleged crime 

committed or allegedly committed by a pas-
senger or crewmember; and 

‘‘(V) identify the number of individuals al-
leged overboard. 

‘‘(iii) USER-FRIENDLY FORMAT.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall ensure that 
the compilation, data, and any other infor-
mation provided on the Internet website 
maintained under this subparagraph are in a 
user-friendly format.’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Trans-
portation’’. 

TITLE IV—FEDERAL MARITIME 
COMMISSION 

SEC. 401. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 

the Federal Maritime Commission $24,700,000 
for fiscal year 2015. 
SEC. 402. AWARD OF REPARATIONS. 

Section 41305 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘, plus 
reasonable attorney fees’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) ATTORNEY FEES.—In any action 

brought under section 41301, the prevailing 
party may be awarded reasonable attorney 
fees.’’. 
SEC. 403. TERMS OF COMMISSIONERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301(b) of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) TERMS.—The term of each Commis-
sioner is 5 years. When the term of a Com-
missioner ends, the Commissioner may con-
tinue to serve until a successor is appointed 
and qualified, but for a period not to exceed 
one year. Except as provided in paragraph 
(3), no individual may serve more than 2 
terms.’’; and 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (5), and inserting after paragraph (2) 
the following: 

‘‘(3) VACANCIES.—A vacancy shall be filled 
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment. An individual appointed to fill a va-
cancy is appointed only for the unexpired 
term of the individual being succeeded. An 
individual appointed to fill a vacancy may 
serve 2 terms in addition to the remainder of 
the term for which the predecessor of that 
individual was appointed. 

‘‘(4) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) LIMITATION ON RELATIONSHIPS WITH 

REGULATED ENTITIES.—A Commissioner may 
not have a pecuniary interest in, hold an of-
ficial relation to, or own stocks or bonds of 
any entity the Commission regulates under 
chapter 401 of this title. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION ON OTHER ACTIVITIES.—A 
Commissioner may not engage in another 
business, vocation, or employment.’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a)(1) does not apply with re-
spect to a Commissioner of the Federal Mari-
time Commission appointed and confirmed 
by the Senate before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

TITLE V—ARCTIC MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 501. ARCTIC MARITIME TRANSPORTATION. 
(a) ARCTIC MARITIME TRANSPORTATION.— 

Chapter 5 of title 14, United States Code, is 
amended by inserting after section 89 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘§ 90. Arctic maritime transportation 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to ensure safe and secure maritime ship-
ping in the Arctic including the availability 
of aids to navigation, vessel escorts, spill re-
sponse capability, and maritime search and 
rescue in the Arctic. 

‘‘(b) INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZA-
TION AGREEMENTS.—To carry out the purpose 
of this section, the Secretary is encouraged 
to enter into negotiations through the Inter-
national Maritime Organization to conclude 
and execute agreements to promote coordi-
nated action among the United States, Rus-
sia, Canada, Iceland, Norway, and Denmark 
and other seafaring and Arctic nations to en-
sure, in the Arctic— 

‘‘(1) placement and maintenance of aids to 
navigation; 

‘‘(2) appropriate marine safety, tug, and 
salvage capabilities; 

‘‘(3) oil spill prevention and response capa-
bility; 

‘‘(4) maritime domain awareness, including 
long-range vessel tracking; and 

‘‘(5) search and rescue. 
‘‘(c) COORDINATION BY COMMITTEE ON THE 

MARITIME TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.—The 
Committee on the Maritime Transportation 
System established under section 55501 of 
title 46, United States Code, shall coordinate 
the establishment of domestic transpor-
tation policies in the Arctic necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section. 

‘‘(d) AGREEMENTS AND CONTRACTS.—The 
Secretary may, subject to the availability of 
appropriations, enter into cooperative agree-
ments, contracts, or other agreements with, 
or make grants to, individuals and govern-
ments to carry out the purpose of this sec-
tion or any agreements established under 
subsection (b). 

‘‘(e) ICEBREAKING.—The Secretary shall 
promote safe maritime navigation by means 
of icebreaking where necessary, feasible, and 
effective to carry out the purposes of this 
section. 

‘‘(f) ARCTIC DEFINITION.—In this section, 
the term ‘Arctic’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 112 of the Arctic Research 
and Policy Act of 1984 (15 U.S.C. 4111).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 89 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘90. Arctic maritime transportation’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 307 
of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010 
(Public Law 111–281; 14 U.S.C. 92 note) is re-
pealed. 
SEC. 502. ARCTIC MARITIME DOMAIN AWARE-

NESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 14, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 154. Arctic maritime domain awareness 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall 
improve maritime domain awareness in the 
Arctic— 

‘‘(1) by promoting interagency cooperation 
and coordination; 

‘‘(2) by employing joint, interagency, and 
international capabilities; and 

‘‘(3) by facilitating the sharing of informa-
tion, intelligence, and data related to the 
Arctic maritime domain between the Coast 
Guard and departments and agencies listed 
in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) COORDINATION.—The Commandant 
shall seek to coordinate the collection, shar-
ing, and use of information, intelligence, and 
data related to the Arctic maritime domain 
between the Coast Guard and the following: 

‘‘(1) The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

‘‘(2) The Department of Defense. 
‘‘(3) The Department of Transportation. 
‘‘(4) The Department of State. 
‘‘(5) The Department of the Interior. 
‘‘(6) The National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. 
‘‘(7) The National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration. 
‘‘(8) The Environmental Protection Agen-

cy. 
‘‘(9) The National Science Foundation. 
‘‘(10) The Arctic Research Commission. 
‘‘(11) Any Federal agency or commission or 

State the Commandant determines is appro-
priate. 

‘‘(c) COOPERATION.—The Commandant and 
the head of a department or agency listed in 
subsection (b) may by agreement, on a reim-
bursable basis or otherwise, share personnel, 
services, equipment, and facilities to carry 
out the requirements of this section. 

‘‘(d) 5-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN.—Not later 
than January 1, 2016 and every 5 years there-
after, the Commandant shall submit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives a 5-year 
strategic plan to guide interagency and 
international intergovernmental cooperation 
and coordination for the purpose of improv-
ing maritime domain awareness in the Arc-
tic 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section the term 
‘Arctic’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 112 of the Arctic Research and Policy 
Act of 1984 (15 U.S.C. 4111).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 153 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘154. Arctic maritime domain awareness.’’. 
SEC. 503. IMO POLAR CODE NEGOTIATIONS. 

Not later than 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and thereafter with 
the submission of the budget proposal sub-
mitted for each of fiscal years 2016, 2017, and 
2018 under section 1105 of title 31, United 
States Code, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall submit to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, a report on— 

(1) the status of the negotiations at the 
International Maritime Organization regard-
ing the establishment of a draft inter-
national code of safety for ships operating in 
polar waters, popularly known as the Polar 
Code, and any amendments proposed by such 
a code to be made to the International Con-
vention for the Safety of Life at Sea and the 
International Convention for the Prevention 
of Pollution from Ships; 

(2) the coming into effect of such a code 
and such amendments for nations that are 
parties to those conventions; 

(3) impacts, for coastal communities lo-
cated in the Arctic (as that term is defined 
in the section 112 of the Arctic Research and 
Policy Act of 1984 (15 U.S.C. 4111)) of such a 
code or such amendments, on— 

(A) the costs of delivering fuel and freight; 
and 
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(B) the safety of maritime transportation; 

and 
(4) actions the Secretary must take to im-

plement the requirements of such a code and 
such amendments. 
SEC. 504. FORWARD OPERATING FACILITIES. 

The Secretary of the department in which 
the Coast Guard is operating may construct 
facilities in the Arctic (as that term is de-
fined in section 112 of the Arctic Research 
and Policy Act of 1984 (15 U.S.C. 4111). The fa-
cilities shall— 

(1) support aircraft maintenance, including 
exhaust ventilation, heat, an engine wash 
system, fuel, ground support services, and 
electrical power; 

(2) provide shelter for both current heli-
copter assets and those projected to be lo-
cated at Air Station Kodiak, Alaska, for at 
least 20 years; and 

(3) include accommodations for personnel. 
SEC. 505. ICEBREAKERS. 

(a) COAST GUARD POLAR ICEBREAKERS.— 
Section 222 of the Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2012 (Public Law 112– 
213; 126 Stat. 1560) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d)(2)— 
(A) in the paragraph heading by striking ‘‘; 

BRIDGING STRATEGY’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘Commandant of the Coast 

Guard’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘Commandant 
of the Coast Guard may decommission the 
Polar Sea.’’; 

(2) by adding at the end of subsection (d) 
the following: 

‘‘(3) RESULT OF NO DETERMINATION.—If in 
the analysis submitted under this section 
the Secretary does not make a determina-
tion under subsection (a)(5) regarding wheth-
er it is cost effective to reactivate the Polar 
Sea, then— 

‘‘(A) the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
may decommission the Polar Sea; or 

‘‘(B) the Secretary may make such deter-
mination, not later than 90 days after the 
date of the enactment of Howard Coble Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 
2014, and take actions in accordance with 
this subsection as though such determina-
tion was made in the analysis previously 
submitted.’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), and 
(g) as subsections (f), (g), and (h), respec-
tively; and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) STRATEGIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which the analysis required 
under subsection (a) is submitted, the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard shall submit to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate— 

‘‘(A) unless the Secretary makes a deter-
mination under this section that it is cost ef-
fective to reactivate the Polar Sea, a bridg-
ing strategy for maintaining the Coast 
Guard’s polar icebreaking services until at 
least September 30, 2024; 

‘‘(B) a strategy to meet the Coast Guard’s 
Arctic ice operations needs through Sep-
tember 30, 2050; and 

‘‘(C) a strategy to meet the Coast Guard’s 
Antarctic ice operations needs through Sep-
tember 30, 2050. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—The strategies re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall include a 
business case analysis comparing the leasing 
and purchasing of icebreakers to maintain 
the needs and services described in that 
paragraph.’’. 

(b) CUTTER ‘‘POLAR SEA’’.—Upon the sub-
mission of a service life extension plan in ac-
cordance with section 222(d)(1)(C) of the 

Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–213; 126 Stat. 
1560), the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating may use 
funds authorized under section 101 of this 
Act to conduct a service life extension of 7 to 
10 years for the Coast Guard Cutter Polar 
Sea (WAGB 11) in accordance with such plan. 

(c) LIMITATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the de-

partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating may not expend amounts appropriated 
for the Coast Guard for any of fiscal years 
2015 through 2024, for— 

(A) design activities related to a capability 
of a Polar-Class Icebreaker that is based 
solely on an operational requirement of an-
other Federal department or agency, except 
for amounts appropriated for design activi-
ties for a fiscal year before fiscal year 2016; 
or 

(B) long-lead-time materials, production, 
or post-delivery activities related to such a 
capability. 

(2) OTHER AMOUNTS.—Amounts made avail-
able to the Secretary under an agreement 
with another Federal department or agency 
and expended on a capability of a Polar-Class 
Icebreaker that is based solely on an oper-
ational requirement of that or another Fed-
eral department or agency shall not be treat-
ed as amounts expended by the Secretary for 
purposes of the limitation established under 
paragraph (1). 
SEC. 506. ICEBREAKING IN POLAR REGIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title 14, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 86 the following: 
‘‘§ 87. Icebreaking in polar regions 

‘‘The President shall facilitate planning 
for the design, procurement, maintenance, 
deployment, and operation of icebreakers as 
needed to support the statutory missions of 
the Coast Guard in the polar regions by allo-
cating all funds to support icebreaking oper-
ations in such regions, except for recurring 
incremental costs associated with specific 
projects, to the Coast Guard.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for such chapter is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 86 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘87. Icebreaking in polar regions.’’. 

TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS 
SEC. 601. DISTANT WATER TUNA FLEET. 

Section 421 of the Coast Guard and Mari-
time Transportation Act of 2006 (46 U.S.C. 
8103 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (c) and (e); and 
(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (f) 

as subsections (c) and (d), respectively. 
SEC. 602. EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM. 

Section 2(a) of Public Law 110–299 (33 
U.S.C. 1342 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2015’’. 
SEC. 603. NATIONAL MARITIME STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating, shall 
submit to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a national maritime strategy. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall— 

(1) identify— 
(A) Federal regulations and policies that 

reduce the competitiveness of United States 
flag vessels in international transportation 
markets; and 

(B) the impact of reduced cargo flow due to 
reductions in the number of members of the 
United States Armed Forces stationed or de-
ployed outside of the United States; and 

(2) include recommendations to— 
(A) make United States flag vessels more 

competitive in shipping routes between 
United States and foreign ports; 

(B) increase the use of United States flag 
vessels to carry cargo imported to and ex-
ported from the United States; 

(C) ensure compliance by Federal agencies 
with chapter 553 of title 46, United States 
Code; 

(D) increase the use of third-party inspec-
tion and certification authorities to inspect 
and certify vessels; 

(E) increase the use of short sea transpor-
tation routes, including routes designated 
under section 55601(c) of title 46, United 
States Code, to enhance intermodal freight 
movements; and 

(F) enhance United States shipbuilding ca-
pability. 
SEC. 604. WAIVERS. 

(a) ‘‘JOHN CRAIG’’.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8902 of title 46, 

United States Code, shall not apply to the 
vessel John Craig (United States official 
number D1110613) when such vessel is oper-
ating on the portion of the Kentucky River, 
Kentucky, located at approximately mile 
point 158, in Pool Number 9, between Lock 
and Dam Number 9 and Lock and Dam Num-
ber 10. 

(2) APPLICATION.—Paragraph (1) shall apply 
on and after the date on which the Secretary 
of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating determines that a licensing re-
quirement has been established under Ken-
tucky State law that applies to an operator 
of the vessel John Craig. 

(b) ‘‘F/V WESTERN CHALLENGER’’.—Not-
withstanding section 12132 of title 46, United 
States Code, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
may issue a certificate of documentation 
with a coastwise endorsement for the F/V 
Western Challenger (IMO number 5388108). 
SEC. 605. COMPETITION BY UNITED STATES FLAG 

VESSELS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant of the 

Coast Guard shall enter into an arrangement 
with the National Academy of Sciences to 
conduct an assessment of authorities under 
subtitle II of title 46, United States Code, 
that have been delegated to the Coast Guard 
and that impact the ability of vessels docu-
mented under the laws of the United States 
to effectively compete in international 
transportation markets. 

(b) REVIEW OF DIFFERENCES WITH IMO 
STANDARDS.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall include a review of dif-
ferences between United States laws, poli-
cies, regulations, and guidance governing the 
inspection of vessels documented under the 
laws of the United States and standards set 
by the International Maritime Organization 
governing the inspection of vessels. 

(c) DEADLINE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date on which the Commandant en-
ters into an arrangement with the National 
Academy of Sciences under subsection (a), 
the Commandant shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate the assessment 
required under such subsection. 
SEC. 606. VESSEL REQUIREMENTS FOR NOTICES 

OF ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE AND 
AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION SYS-
TEM. 

Not later than 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating shall notify the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
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Senate of the status of the final rule that re-
lates to the notice of proposed rulemaking 
titled ‘‘Vessel Requirements for Notices of 
Arrival and Departure, and Automatic Iden-
tification System’’ and published in the Fed-
eral Register on December 16, 2008 (73 Fed. 
Reg. 76295). 
SEC. 607. CONVEYANCE OF COAST GUARD PROP-

ERTY IN ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 
(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORIZED.—The Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard is authorized to 
convey, at fair market value, all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to a 
parcel of real property, consisting of approxi-
mately 0.2 acres, that is under the adminis-
trative control of the Coast Guard and lo-
cated at 527 River Street in Rochester, New 
York. 

(b) RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL.—The City of 
Rochester, New York, shall have the right of 
first refusal with respect to the purchase, at 
fair market value, of the real property de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(c) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal 
description of the property described in sub-
section (a) shall be determined by a survey 
satisfactory to the Commandant. 

(d) FAIR MARKET VALUE.—The fair market 
value of the property described in subsection 
(a) shall— 

(1) be determined by appraisal; and 
(2) be subject to the approval of the Com-

mandant. 
(e) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—The responsi-

bility for all reasonable and necessary costs, 
including real estate transaction and envi-
ronmental documentation costs, associated 
with a conveyance under subsection (a) shall 
be determined by the Commandant and the 
purchaser. 

(f) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Commandant may require such addi-
tional terms and conditions in connection 
with a conveyance under subsection (a) as 
the Commandant considers appropriate and 
reasonable to protect the interests of the 
United States. 

(g) DEPOSIT OF PROCEEDS.—Any proceeds 
from a conveyance under subsection (a) shall 
be deposited in the fund established under 
section 687 of title 14, United States Code. 
SEC. 608. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY 

IN GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-

lowing definitions apply: 
(1) CITY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the city 

of Gig Harbor, Washington. 
(2) PROPERTY.—The term ‘‘Property’’ 

means the parcel of real property, together 
with any improvements thereon, consisting 
of approximately 0.86 acres of fast lands com-
monly identified as tract 65 of lot 1 of sec-
tion 8, township 21 north, range 2 east, Wil-
lamette Meridian, on the north side of the 
entrance of Gig Harbor, narrows of Puget 
Sound, Washington. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) CONVEYANCE.— 
(1) AUTHORITY TO CONVEY.—Not later than 

30 days after the date on which the Secretary 
of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating relinquishes the reservation of 
the Property for lighthouse purposes, at the 
request of the City and subject to the re-
quirements of this section, the Secretary 
shall convey to the City all right, title, and 
interest of the United States in and to the 
Property, notwithstanding the land use plan-
ning requirements of sections 202 and 203 of 
the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712, 1713). 

(2) TERMS OF CONVEYANCE.—A conveyance 
made under paragraph (1) shall be made— 

(A) subject to valid existing rights; 
(B) at the fair market value as described in 

subsection (c); and 

(C) subject to any other condition that the 
Secretary may consider appropriate to pro-
tect the interests of the United States. 

(3) COSTS.—The City shall pay any trans-
action or administrative costs associated 
with a conveyance under paragraph (1), in-
cluding the costs of the appraisal, title 
searches, maps, and boundary and cadastral 
surveys. 

(4) CONVEYANCE IS NOT A MAJOR FEDERAL 
ACTION.—A conveyance under paragraph (1) 
shall not be considered a major Federal ac-
tion for purposes of section 102(2) of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4332(2)). 

(c) FAIR MARKET VALUE.— 
(1) DETERMINATION.—The fair market value 

of the Property shall be— 
(A) determined by an appraisal conducted 

by an independent appraiser selected by the 
Secretary; and 

(B) approved by the Secretary in accord-
ance with paragraph (3). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An appraisal con-
ducted under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) be conducted in accordance with na-
tionally recognized appraisal standards, in-
cluding— 

(i) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for 
Federal Land Acquisitions; and 

(ii) the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice; and 

(B) shall reflect the equitable consider-
ations described in paragraph (3). 

(3) EQUITABLE CONSIDERATIONS.—In approv-
ing the fair market value of the Property 
under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
take into consideration matters of equity 
and fairness, including the City’s past and 
current lease of the Property, any mainte-
nance or improvements by the City to the 
Property, and such other factors as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(d) REVOCATION; REVERSION.—Effective on 
and after the date on which a conveyance of 
the Property is made under subsection 
(b)(1)— 

(1) Executive Order 3528, dated August 9, 
1921, is revoked; and 

(2) the use of the tide and shore lands be-
longing to the State of Washington and ad-
joining and bordering the Property, that 
were granted to the Government of the 
United States pursuant to the Act of the 
Legislature, State of Washington, approved 
March 13, 1909, the same being chapter 110 of 
the Session Laws of 1909, shall revert to the 
State of Washington. 
SEC. 609. VESSEL DETERMINATION. 

The vessel assigned United States official 
number 1205366 is deemed a new vessel effec-
tive on the date of delivery of the vessel 
after January 1, 2012, from a privately owned 
United States shipyard, if no encumbrances 
are on record with the Coast Guard at the 
time of the issuance of the new certificate of 
documentation for the vessel. 
SEC. 610. SAFE VESSEL OPERATION IN THUNDER 

BAY. 
The Secretary of the department in which 

the Coast Guard is operating and the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency may not prohibit a vessel operating 
within the existing boundaries and any fu-
ture expanded boundaries of the Thunder 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Under-
water Preserve from taking up or dis-
charging ballast water to allow for safe and 
efficient vessel operation if the uptake or 
discharge meets all Federal and State bal-
last water management requirements that 
would apply if the area were not a marine 
sanctuary. 
SEC. 611. PARKING FACILITIES. 

(a) ALLOCATION AND ASSIGNMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require-

ments of this section, the Administrator of 

General Services, in coordination with the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, shall allo-
cate and assign the spaces in parking facili-
ties at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity St. Elizabeths Campus to allow any 
member or employee of the Coast Guard, 
who is assigned to the Campus, to use such 
spaces. 

(2) TIMING.—In carrying out paragraph (1), 
and in addition to the parking spaces allo-
cated and assigned to Coast Guard members 
and employees in fiscal year 2014, the Admin-
istrator shall allocate and assign not less 
than— 

(A) 300 parking spaces not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2015; 

(B) 700 parking spaces not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2016; and 

(C) 1,042 parking spaces not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2017. 

(b) TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT RE-
PORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and each fiscal 
year thereafter in which spaces are allocated 
and assigned under subsection (a)(2), the Ad-
ministrator shall provide to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives a report on— 

(1) the impact of assigning and allocating 
parking spaces under subsection (a) on the 
congestion of roads connecting the St. Eliza-
beths Campus to the portions of Suitland 
Parkway and I–295 located in the Anacostia 
section of the District of Columbia; and 

(2) progress made toward completion of es-
sential transportation improvements identi-
fied in the Transportation Management Pro-
gram for the St. Elizabeths Campus. 

(c) REALLOCATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), the Administrator may revise 
the allocation and assignment of spaces to 
members and employees of the Coast Guard 
made under subsection (a) as necessary to 
accommodate employees of the Department 
of Homeland Security, other than the Coast 
Guard, when such employees are assigned to 
the St. Elizabeths Campus. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUNTER) and the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
RAHALL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5769. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5769, the Howard 
Coble Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2014, reauthor-
izes funding for the Coast Guard 
through fiscal year 2015 at levels that 
are fiscally responsible and that will 
reverse the misguided cuts proposed by 
the current administration. 

The President proposed to slash the 
service’s acquisition budget by over 20 
percent, reduce the number of service-
members by over 1,300, undermine read-
iness by cutting program hours for air-
craft, and jeopardize the success of the 
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search-and-rescue mission by taking 
fixed-wing air aircraft crews off alert 
status. The President’s budget request 
will only worsen the Coast Guard’s 
growing gaps in mission performance, 
increase acquisition delays, drive up 
the cost of new assets, and deny our 
servicemembers the critical resources 
needed to perform their duties. 

b 1245 

H.R. 5769 authorizes sufficient fund-
ing to ensure these cuts do not happen 
and the service has what it needs to 
successfully conduct its missions. The 
bill also makes several reforms to the 
Coast Guard authorities, as well as 
laws governing shipping and naviga-
tion. 

Specifically, H.R. 5769 supports Coast 
Guard servicemembers by ensuring the 
members of the Coast Guard are offered 
the same benefits available to members 
of the other armed services. It im-
proves Coast Guard mission effective-
ness by replacing and modernizing 
Coast Guard assets in a cost-effective 
manner. 

It enhances oversight of the Coast 
Guard, reduces inefficient operations, 
and saves taxpayer dollars by making 
commonsense reforms to Coast Guard 
missions and administration. It helps 
veterans make the transition from 
service in the military to good-paying 
jobs in the maritime industry. 

It includes an Arctic maritime trans-
portation title, which provides the 
Coast Guard the authorities it needs to 
successfully carry out missions in the 
Arctic, as well as prepare for the safe 
operation of commercial vessels and in-
creased human activity in the region. 

It encourages job growth in the mari-
time sector by conducting regulatory 
burdens on job creators, and lastly, it 
reauthorizes and reforms the structure 
and operations of the FMC. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to section 
323 of the bill, it is the committee’s in-
tent that the Department of Transpor-
tation use the Web site currently oper-
ated by the Coast Guard to the greatest 
extent possible. The data presented on 
the Web site should be limited only to 
that required by statute and shown in 
a simple, easily used format. 

The committee does not intend to 
use anything other than commercial 
off-the-shelf technology to establish 
the Web site or independently develop 
new software or acquire new hardware 
in operating the site. 

H.R. 5769 presents a strong bipartisan 
and bicameral agreement. I want to 
thank Senators ROCKEFELLER, THUNE, 
BEGICH, and RUBIO for working with us 
on this important legislation. I also 
want to thank Ranking Member 
RAHALL and the subcommittee ranking 
member, Representative GARAMENDI, 
for their efforts, and Chairman SHU-
STER for his leadership. 

Finally, I want to take a minute to 
point out that this will be the last 
Coast Guard authorization bill that 
will benefit from the advice and sup-
port of the only Member of Congress 

with service in the Coast Guard, our 
colleague and friend, HOWARD COBLE. 

HOWARD is a Korean war veteran with 
5 years of active duty in the Coast 
Guard and another 18 years in the 
Coast Guard Reserve. He is the founder 
of the Congressional Coast Guard Cau-
cus, as well as an active member and 
former chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Coast Guard and Maritime Trans-
portation. 

Throughout his career in Congress, 
HOWARD has been a tireless advocate 
for the men and women of the Coast 
Guard. I thank and commend him for 
this service to our Nation and for his 
contributions to this and past Coast 
Guard authorizations. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 
Washington, DC, December 3, 2014. 

Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, House Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER: I write to you re-

garding the jurisdictional interest of the 
Committee on Homeland Security in H.R. 
5769, the ‘‘Howard Coble Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2014.’’ The 
bill contains certain provisions that fall 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee. 

In the interest of permitting the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
to proceed expeditiously to the House floor, 
I will not seek a sequential referral of H.R. 
5769. However, I do so only with the mutual 
understanding that the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Homeland Security over mat-
ters concerning the United States Coast 
Guard in this or similar legislation is in no 
way diminished. I further request that you 
urge the Speaker to name Members of this 
Committee to any conference committee 
that is named to consider such provisions. 

Finally, I request you include this letter 
and your response into the Congressional 
Record during consideration of H.R. 5769 on 
the House floor. Thank you for your coopera-
tion. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, December 3, 2014. 
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: Thank you for 

your letter regarding the Committee on 
Homeland Security’s jurisdictional interest 
in H.R. 5769, the Howard Coble Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Act of 2014. 

I look forward to working with you con-
cerning provisions in H.R. 5769, or similar 
legislation, that are within the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on Homeland Security. Fi-
nally, I would support your effort to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this legislation. 

I will include our letters in the Congres-
sional Record during House floor consider-
ation of the bill. I appreciate your coopera-
tion regarding this legislation, and I look 
forward to working with the Committee on 
Homeland Security as the bill moves 
through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 5769, 
the Howard Coble Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2014. 
This legislation was developed, as Mr. 
HUNTER has said, through very cooper-
ative, bipartisan, and bicameral nego-
tiations over the past 2 months. 

That we are here today considering 
this legislation on the suspension cal-
endar demonstrates again that, when 
we put aside partisan differences, we 
can find agreement on substantive leg-
islation that serves the greater inter-
ests of the American public. 

I commend full committee Chairman 
SHUSTER for his leadership in reaching 
out to the other body to initiate the 
process that has culminated in pro-
ducing the outstanding bill that is be-
fore the House today. 

I also want to thank and acknowl-
edge the chairman of the Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Sub-
committee, DUNCAN HUNTER, and the 
ranking Democratic member of our 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Subcommittee, Mr. JOHN 
GARAMENDI, for their tireless efforts to 
advance this important legislation. 

As well, to our colleague HOWARD 
COBLE, whom I have served with on the 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee since he was first elected to 
the House in 1984. 

It is truly fitting that the pending 
bill will be named after HOWARD. He is 
a true gentleman in every sense of the 
word, a gentleman of this House, and a 
superb friend to myself, as well as to 
many of our colleagues. 

The U.S. Coast Guard, one of our Na-
tion’s five military services, remains 
an agency that is as indispensable 
today as it was 100 years ago. Whether 
maintaining the safety of maritime 
commerce on the high seas, securing 
our ports, harbors, and inland water-
ways, or when protecting life at sea, 
the Coast Guard stands ready and able 
to serve whenever called. 

I am pleased that this legislation will 
provide sufficient authorized funding 
to ensure that the Coast Guard has the 
resources and the personnel that it 
needs to accomplish its many missions, 
and most importantly, this legislation 
provides adequate funding to allow the 
Coast Guard to maintain progress in 
recapitalizing its offshore fleet of cut-
ters, which is a very high priority. 

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion will advance several policies to 
support our merchant marine, espe-
cially a provision that will strengthen 
the enforcement of cargo preference re-
quirements and ensure that the trans-
port of U.S. Government cargoes con-
tinue to provide jobs for U.S. seafarers. 

In general, this legislation will do 
much to advance our maritime indus-
tries and ensure that our maritime 
economy remains a vibrant contributor 
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and source of jobs for millions of Amer-
icans. 

This legislation is noncontroversial. 
It does have solid bipartisan and bi-
cameral support, and I urge Members 
to support this worthy bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, there are 

a few people I want to thank, too. I 
want to thank John and Jeff, who are 
here in this room, for the work that 
they have put into this. I want to 
thank Victoria Middleton, who is my 
chief of staff. This will be her last year. 
This is her first Coast Guard bill that 
we are getting done here. They have 
put in so much work and so much time. 

For myself, this is my first piece of 
legislation that I am going to be pass-
ing in this Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Subcommittee with 
Mr. GARAMENDI. It has been a great 
time working with everybody. 

I want to thank, lastly, the men and 
women of the Coast Guard. They have 
been fantastic. They have really 
opened up their arms to us. We have 
been able to see what they do, how 
they do it, and what they have to do, 
day in and day out, for the people of 
this country and, frankly, people of 
every country. 

If you are on the open seas and some-
thing bad happens to you, it is going to 
be the U.S. Coast Guard that comes 
and saves you. If you are a bad guy 
running drugs from South America up 
to Florida, it is going to be a U.S. 
Coast Guard vessel that interdicts. 

I just want to thank the U.S. Coast 
Guard for what they do for this Nation 
because they are kind of the redheaded 
stepchild. They are a military service, 
but they are also a law enforcement en-
tity. They get to do both things, and 
that is one of the things that makes 
them such a great organization. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
COBLE). 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from California, and I will 
be very brief. I thank the ranking 
member, Mr. RAHALL, and the chair-
man of the subcommittee for your gen-
erous words. I am not sure that I am 
deserving, but I am appreciative. I ap-
preciate the diligence which the Coast 
Guard men and women display daily in 
the discharge of their duties. 

There is an old adage that is as old as 
the Coast Guard, and that is when dis-
tress calls are received, the Coast 
Guard must go out. It says nothing 
about them coming back. Most of them 
do come back, but on occasion, they 
don’t. We should always remember that 
very clearly. 

Again, I thank you for this honor. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI), the ranking member of 
the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 

this time, and I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 5769, the Howard Coble Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Act. 

As explained by previous speakers, 
this bill is bipartisan, bicameral, and is 
noncontroversial. It reauthorizes the 
Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Re-
serve and the Federal Maritime Com-
mission. The legislation includes many 
important provisions that were con-
tained in H.R. 4005, the Coast Guard au-
thorization legislation that was passed 
and reported by voice vote from the 
committee, as well as overwhelming 
support here on the floor on April 1 of 
this year. 

Maintaining a safe, reliable, and effi-
cient maritime commerce that enables 
our foreign and domestic trade to fuel 
the U.S. economy remains as impor-
tant today as it was in 1790, when 
former Treasury Secretary Alexander 
Hamilton established the U.S. Revenue 
Cutter Service, the predecessor to the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

This new legislation will provide our 
Coast Guard with the resources and 
policy tools they need to meet the 
challenges presented by an ever-evolv-
ing economy and security demands of 
our Nation. 

First, let me explain. A sincere grati-
tude to my colleague, DUNCAN HUNTER, 
the chair of the subcommittee, for the 
work that he and his extraordinary 
staff have done in putting together this 
bill. Working together, I think we have 
accomplished something useful. 

Mr. RAHALL’s leadership on our side 
was exemplary. He gave us the re-
sources, the time, and the encourage-
ment to get this job done, and that was 
repeated by Mr. SHUSTER on the other 
side. We have a great team, and I am 
proud to be part of it. 

This is a compromise to be sure, but 
it is a good one. First and foremost, 
the bill includes several noncontrover-
sial administrative and management 
directives to better align the Coast 
Guard missions and needs with the 
long-term capital planning and annual 
budget requests. 

Additionally, the bill would grant the 
Coast Guard with greater flexibility to 
augment Active Duty forces and pro-
vide explicit cooperative agreement au-
thority to enhance the Coast Guard’s 
ability to develop beneficial partner-
ships with other maritime stake-
holders. The bill provides new guidance 
to the Coast Guard as it continues to 
rebuild its fleet of offshore cutters. 

I am particularly pleased this legisla-
tion would advance several positive 
initiatives to reinvigorate the U.S. 
merchant marine and improve mari-
time transportation. Most noteworthy, 
this legislation would advance several 
positive policy initiatives, among them 
the enforcement of cargo preference 
laws and regulations, a move that is 
long overdue. 

Additionally, the legislation requires 
the Department of Transportation to 
develop a new maritime strategy and 
direct the Government Accountability 

Office to conduct an assessment of how 
future export trade can be augmented. 

I welcome the opportunities to chart 
new courses forward to improve the 
competitiveness of the U.S. flag fleet 
on the high seas, to increase opportuni-
ties for short sea shipping, and to ex-
pand our commercial shipbuilding in-
dustrial base. 

I am pleased that this legislation will 
advance significant new policies al-
ready discussed by Mr. HUNTER to fi-
nally force the Federal Government 
and the Coast Guard especially to take 
constructive actions to address the im-
plications of the thawing of the Arctic 
Ocean and the imminent demands for 
commercial maritime transportation 
and resource development across that 
vast region. A particular shout-out to 
Mr. HUNTER for leading the charge on 
this very important effort. 

In closing, this bill is responsible leg-
islation that would provide budget sta-
bility for the Coast Guard, advance 
sensible policy reforms, and promote 
our merchant marine. The bill deserves 
support from Members from both sides 
of the aisle. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
would not have happened without the 
leadership of Mr. RAHALL and the full 
committee chairman, BILL SHUSTER 
from Pennsylvania. They did a lot of 
work on this bill. 

I am honored to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER). 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlemen from California, Mr. 
HUNTER and Mr. GARAMENDI, for their 
great work. There were a couple of 
rough patches, but in the House, we 
were able to figure it out. In the Sen-
ate, I especially thank Senator ROCKE-
FELLER for working through this. I 
know Senator ROCKEFELLER is retiring, 
so it is fitting that, as he leaves, this 
bill and his work is complete, and so 
we congratulate and thank him for his 
work. 

This bill that Chairman HUNTER and 
Mr. GARAMENDI put together is truly 
bipartisan and bicameral. There are a 
lot of great reforms in it. The men and 
women of the Coast Guard that help to 
keep this country safe and enforce our 
laws, this is a tribute to them for what 
they do. 

They risk their lives to save people 
and to save property, and so my hat 
goes off to them and to thank them 
again for the great work that they do 
protecting the American people on the 
waterways and on the high seas and the 
marine natural resources that they 
also help to protect. They have a huge 
job. 

I am very, very proud that the How-
ard Coble Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act is going to pass 
today. As I said, a lot of bipartisan re-
forms are in the bill that will help to 
streamline and ensure that our Coast 
Guard can do their job more efficiently 
and with less red tape, giving them the 
resources that they need. 

Again, a special thanks to HOWARD 
COBLE, who the bill is named for. This 
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is his final bill. We wish him well in his 
future journey. Being the only Member 
of Congress that is a coastie, we thank 
him for all of his years of service back 
to 1985. 

I think I am one of the few Members 
who has known HOWARD COBLE since 
1985—not that I was a Member then, 
but my father served with HOWARD on 
the committee. I was with my father 
last night, and I told him that we are 
doing the bill today, and he sends his 
best to you, HOWARD, and congratu-
lates you on your retirement. 

You have been a tireless worker for 
the interests of the Coast Guard and 
for the security of America, and we 
can’t thank you enough for that. 

b 1300 

In addition, the ranking member, Mr. 
RAHALL, I believe this will be the final 
bill that he moves through the com-
mittee. I want to thank him for his 
friendship and for working with me the 
past 2 years. It has been a great part-
nership. 

I have got a lot of great stories. As 
we went through the WRDA bill, a lot 
of great successes. A couple of them I 
can’t tell, or I can’t tell them on the 
House floor, but they are all clean. 
They are all good. But, again, we really 
worked well together on that, and I 
wish you the best in your future en-
deavors. You will be missed here in 
Washington. And again, a family friend 
for almost 40 years, serving with my fa-
ther and with me; and again, we can’t 
thank you enough for the great work 
that you have done in your 38 years 
here. 

Mr. COBLE. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. SHUSTER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. COBLE. I will be very brief. 
In thanking Mr. RAHALL and Mr. 

HUNTER, I failed to thank the chair-
man. That is a mistake you should 
never commit. So I thank you as well, 
Mr. SHUSTER. Thanks to all of you. 

Mr. SHUSTER. I was more than 
happy to let Mr. COBLE come up. He 
didn’t have to thank me. His hard work 
is thanks enough. But, again, a fine 
member of the committee and a Mem-
ber of Congress. We are going to miss 
him greatly. 

So, again, as I want to sum up, Chair-
man HUNTER, Ranking Member 
GARAMENDI, great work on this bill. I 
encourage all of my colleagues to vote 
for this, and hopefully we will get a 
vote in the Senate next week, and we 
can get this to the President’s desk and 
he can sign it for Christmas. So, again, 
thanks to all. 

I want to thank the staff for their 
great work, not only on the sub-
committee but on the full committee. 
As we worked through the past 2 years, 
the staff has had a lot of good action 
together, and I want to thank the staff 
and wish them a Merry Christmas, a 
happy holiday, and a happy new year. 

If we don’t see you, then we will see 
you around the first of the year. 

I am particularly pleased that the bill in-
cludes a provision which equalizes the regu-
latory treatment among similar vessels which 
operate out of the British and U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. 

Current law puts certain vessels operating 
out of the U.S. Virgin Islands at a competitive 
disadvantage with similar vessels operating 
out of the British Virgin Islands. H.R. 5769 es-
tablishes an equal playing field for these ves-
sels. 

It allows vessels operating out of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands which meet safety requirements 
identical to those in effect for similar vessels 
operating out of the British Virgin Islands to 
carry an equal number of passengers. 

It is clear the provision comes into effect on 
the date of enactment. The Coast Guard may 
write standards to implement the provision, 
but, again, the provision is clear, any such 
standards must be identical to those imposed 
on BVI vessels; and during any period prior to 
the implementation of such standards, vessels 
operating out of the U.S. Virgin Islands which 
meet the standards referenced in section 319, 
uninspected passenger vessels in the United 
States Virgin Islands, of H.R. 5769 shall be al-
lowed to carry an equal number of passengers 
as those operating out of the British Virgin Is-
lands. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS). 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, first 
of all, I want to thank Ranking Mem-
ber RAHALL for this time. I also thank 
him for his work on this legislation 
and for his decades of service to our 
great Nation. He will be sorely missed 
in the Transportation Committee and, 
indeed, in the Congress. 

I also want to thank Chairman SHU-
STER, Chairman HUNTER, and Ranking 
Member GARAMENDI for all of their 
hard work on this legislation. 

I rise today in support of this meas-
ure, H.R. 5769, the Howard Coble Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Act of 2014. 

And it is interesting that Mr. COBLE 
just got up to make sure that he 
thanked everybody, but I want to 
thank him. When I served as the chair-
man of the subcommittee, he was one 
of my staunchest supporters. He was 
the epitome of bipartisanship. He al-
ways made it clear that the Coast 
Guard was sometimes not put on the 
front burner, was on the back burner, 
and he wanted to make sure that they 
were on the front burner, and I want to 
thank him for this. This is so very, 
very significant, and I want to thank 
him for his friendship over the many 
years. 

This measure includes critical provi-
sions strengthening the Department of 
Transportation’s, DOT, authority to 
enforce cargo preference requirements 
to ensure that government-impelled 
cargoes are carried on U.S.-flagged ves-
sels. Section 321 of this legislation 
clarifies that the DOT has exclusive 
authority to determine whether a gov-

ernment-impelled cargo is subject to 
these requirements. 

Section 321 also requires the DOT to 
conduct an annual review to determine 
whether government programs are in 
compliance with cargo preference re-
quirements. According to the Maritime 
Administration, the number of U.S.- 
flagged vessels operating in inter-
national trade has declined nearly 25 
percent in just the last 3 years, falling 
from 106 in January of 2012 to just 81 as 
of this month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the gentleman another minute. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. It is not an exag-
geration to say that if we don’t take 
deliberate and swift steps to preserve 
the U.S. Merchant Marine, we will lose 
it, leaving our Nation dependent for 
merchant sealift capacity on foreign- 
flagged vessels and foreign mariners. 
Despite what some may claim, reserv-
ing the carriage of the U.S. Govern-
ment-impelled cargoes is not unlike 
any other government program de-
signed to ensure that the expenditure 
of U.S. taxpayer funds benefits Ameri-
cans. 

Again, this is a very important piece 
of legislation. I urge all the Members 
to vote for it. To all of those who have 
been a part of this in making it hap-
pen, I express my appreciation. On be-
half of the Coast Guard, I express my 
appreciation. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROYCE), my good friend and 
colleague and the full committee chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
recognize the efforts of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee. 
Its leadership should be commended for 
this bipartisan effort to strengthen the 
Coast Guard in a time of heightened se-
curity threats to the United States. 

The Foreign Affairs Committee has 
been working in a bipartisan way to re-
form international food assistance, so I 
particularly appreciate the fact that 
this legislation does not include a pro-
vision that would have raised the cargo 
preference requirements for these pro-
grams from 50 percent to 75 percent. A 
provision like this would cost U.S. tax-
payers millions more and slow life-
saving assistance by months. 

Lives are at stake, and I appreciate 
that the committee heard our view, 
and I also appreciate the assurances 
provided by the Transportation Com-
mittee that nothing in section 321 will 
drastically alter the existing consulta-
tion requirements for enforcement of 
cargo preference. I also understand 
that nothing in the bill will have the 
effect of raising cargo preference above 
an annual global threshold of 50 per-
cent, particularly for the Food for 
Peace program. 
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Again, congratulations to Chairman 

HUNTER and his colleagues for crafting 
this important legislation and also Mr. 
COBLE and Mr. RAHALL for their work. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, may I 
have a time check, please. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from West Virginia has 10 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from 
California has 91⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. LARSEN), the distinguished 
ranking member of our Subcommittee 
on Aviation. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 5769, 
the Howard Coble Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2014. 

As a former ranking member of the 
Coast Guard Subcommittee, I am very 
pleased that this bill provides the nec-
essary resources to keep the men and 
women of the Coast Guard on the job. 
I am also pleased this bill makes need-
ed advancements in our Nation’s en-
gagement in the Arctic. 

Our country faces a steep oppor-
tunity curve when it comes to the Arc-
tic. We haven’t made the needed in-
vestments in that region to protect our 
environment, our economic interests, 
and our national security. But as our 
country gets ready to take over the 
chairmanship of the Arctic Council in 
2015, this bill signals that our country 
is ready to engage further in Arctic 
issues. It requires the Coast Guard to 
come up with a plan for moving our 
icebreaker fleet forward; it encourages 
the development of forward operating 
bases for the Coast Guard in the re-
gion; and it improves the ability of the 
Coast Guard to monitor, patrol, and 
protect our Nation’s Arctic waters. 

I am hopeful that this bill will finally 
push the Coast Guard to reactivate the 
mothballed Polar Sea icebreaker so 
that it can act as a bridge towards a 
new icebreaker fleet. In the longer 
term, funding a new icebreaker fleet 
will require a whole of government ap-
proach. The Coast Guard simply does 
not have the acquisition budget to 
build a new icebreaker fleet on its own. 

The Department of Defense, Coast 
Guard, and National Science Founda-
tion need to work together to develop a 
funding strategy for assets they will all 
use. This bill endorses such a strategy. 

Finally, I am very pleased that this 
bill includes $10 million for the Small 
Shipyard Grant Program, a successful 
effort that provides infrastructure 
spending to shipyards in the Pacific 
Northwest and around the country that 
creates jobs and supports local econo-
mies. 

With that, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to com-
mend our full committee chairman, 
Mr. SHUSTER; the subcommittee chair, 
Mr. HUNTER; our ranking member, Mr. 

GARAMENDI; and our staffs, as well, for 
the tremendous work that has gone in 
to producing this legislation. 

Under Chairman SHUSTER’s leader-
ship, our Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee is indeed dem-
onstrating once again today what bi-
partisanship can do and the productive 
manner in which we can work for the 
American people in what is often de-
scribed as a dysfunctional city. I know 
that in the years ahead, the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee 
will step up to the plate and do its 
work again, especially in addressing a 
major transportation bill next year and 
a major aviation bill that is on its 
agenda. 

I guess it is kind of fitting, Mr. 
Speaker, that the last bill that Senator 
ROCKEFELLER and myself are in part 
being managed by West Virginians. 
Both of us will be leaving this Con-
gress. West Virginia is the great sea-
faring State that it is. But I do salute 
Senator ROCKEFELLER as well for his 
tremendous leadership as chairman of 
the Senate Commerce Committee, for 
his leadership on this legislation and so 
many other pieces of legislation that 
have benefited our State of West Vir-
ginia in a more direct way, perhaps, 
but also a benefit to this great coun-
try. He is one that has been concerned 
for all of us, as we all are, about pro-
ducing jobs for America, and that is 
what our Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee is about. 

I commend the staffs and I commend 
my dear friend Mr. COBLE that so much 
has been said about and for whom this 
legislation is named. We have traveled 
together on a few occasions. During my 
entire time here, I have not seen any 
Member of this body conduct them-
selves in such a true gentleman fashion 
as HOWARD COBLE does. We all call him 
our dear friend. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation 
and, again, commend Chairman HUN-
TER and Chairman SHUSTER for their 
bipartisan and cooperative manner in 
which they have worked on this and so 
many pieces of legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Again, I want to thank the gen-

tleman from West Virginia and my col-
league from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) and the great staffs that 
spent time on this and, of course, the 
great HOWARD COBLE, who said in one 
of his elections probably about 10 years 
ago when he was down by a few hun-
dred votes, I called him up on it elec-
tion night and his answer was, ‘‘Look 
good, feel good.’’ That is the great 
HOWARD COBLE. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today the House 
will vote on the bipartisan Howard Coble 
Coast Guard & Maritime Transportation Act of 
2014. This bill is a great step for our nation’s 
Coast Guard and federal maritime transpor-

tation. Under the constraints of limited re-
sources, this important agreement will con-
tinue to provide our Coast Guard and Federal 
Maritime Commission with the ability to protect 
our nation’s international borders while pro-
moting American commerce around the world. 

Having served the people of Los Angeles 
for nearly 15 years on the City Council and 
now in Congress, I have long appreciated the 
work of our Coast Guard and Federal Maritime 
Commission officials who support the largest 
port complex in the United States. America re-
lies on the Ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach, which is the gateway for forty percent 
of all maritime commerce, and providing secu-
rity to these ports keeps goods flowing across 
the nation. 

In addition, this act provides new incentives 
for the employment of veterans on U.S. 
flagged vessels, and directs the Secretary of 
Transportation to work with Congress to cre-
ate a national maritime strategy to promote 
the competitiveness of the U.S. flagged fleet, 
increase the use of short seas shipping, and 
enhance U.S. shipbuilding capacity. Our na-
tion’s ports and maritime commerce drive all 
aspects of our economy, and this agreement 
will provide our nation’s maritime gateways the 
federal support to ensure American ports re-
main the safest and most economical for ship-
pers around the world. 

I am pleased this strong agreement bears 
the name of our colleague HOWARD COBLE, a 
fellow member of the Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee and a great friend of 
mine, who has long been a champion of 
America’s Coast Guard and ports. Congress 
will miss his leadership. I urge the Senate to 
consider this legislation immediately and send 
it to the President’s desk for his signature. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5769. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1315 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5771, TAX INCREASE PRE-
VENTION ACT OF 2014, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 647, ACHIEVING A BETTER 
LIFE EXPERIENCE ACT OF 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 766 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 766 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 5771) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain 
expiring provisions and make technical cor-
rections, and for other purposes. All points 
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of order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. The amendment printed in part A of 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto, 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means; and (2) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 647) to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide for the tax treatment 
of ABLE accounts established under State 
programs for the care of family members 
with disabilities, and for other purposes. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. In lieu of the amendment in 
the nature of a substitute recommended by 
the Committee on Ways and Means now 
printed in the bill, the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute printed in part B of the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto, 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means; and (2) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

SEC. 3. In the engrossment of H.R. 5771 the 
Clerk shall— 

(a) add the text of H.R. 647, as passed by 
the House, as new matter at the end of H.R. 
5771; 

(b) conform the title of H.R. 5771 to reflect 
the addition of H.R. 647, as passed by the 
House, to the engrossment; 

(c) assign appropriate designations to pro-
visions within the engrossment; and 

(d) conform cross-references and provisions 
for short titles within the engrossment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
SLAUGHTER), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, as the 

calendar year comes to an end, Amer-
ica’s small businesses and taxpayers 
are looking to Congress for certainty 
before they file their taxes in April of 
2015. While far from perfect, the Tax In-
crease Prevention Act will provide cer-
tainty by extending for 1 more year a 

number of tax relief provisions that 
simply would have expired at the end 
of this year. Put simply, this bill will 
prevent tax increases on millions of 
families that would happen if we were 
not bringing it to the floor today. 

And to Mr. KINGSTON, I thank you for 
your years of service to this body on 
behalf of the American people and the 
people of Georgia. 

In an ideal world, Mr. Speaker, the 
House would be debating a more com-
prehensive approach to tax reform. We 
would be worried and focusing our ac-
tivities on growing jobs in America and 
giving the American people more of 
their hard-earned money back so they 
could invest either in their family or in 
their business—an opportunity to grow 
our economy to keep America strong— 
but our Tax Code is holding back 
America from being competitive and 
from providing America with more 
jobs. 

American taxpayers deserve what we 
are doing today, which is an oppor-
tunity to work incrementally on a bet-
ter, simpler, easy-to-navigate Tax Code 
with certainty, but only for 1 more 
year. We should be making long-range 
plans by working with the United 
States Senate and the President to 
make sure the American people come 
up winners. The United States tax rate 
is currently the highest in the world, 
and I would prefer to be debating re-
form, but we are here today for 1 more 
year’s worth of opportunity to keep 
America where she and her citizens are 
prepared for the future. 

Thanks to the leadership of the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, DAVE CAMP from Michigan, we 
almost had a chance to fix these issues 
today, but he came to the rescue and 
said, ‘‘I am going to work with Repub-
licans and Democrats and anybody who 
will work with me’’—meaning the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee—‘‘on helping American business 
be stronger.’’ 

The bottom line is that I believe we 
are going to work together, and it 
starts in the House of Representatives 
to get that work done. So just like the 
deal that DAVE CAMP started, we are 
here for the process today of jump- 
starting American business for yet an-
other year. 

Sadly, reports tell us that the Presi-
dent’s veto threat undermines these bi-
partisan negotiations. The things 
Chairman DAVE CAMP is working on to 
make American jobs stronger and a re-
ality—and working on in a bipartisan 
effort—the President of the United 
States is threatening to veto that very 
legislation. So, today, despite the veto 
threat, we are here to do our work. 

Today, you will see, Mr. Speaker, Re-
publicans and Democrats certainly 
have things in the bill which are spe-
cial and important to them but that, 
more importantly, are about the Amer-
ican people and opportunities to save 
and grow jobs. 

Earlier this year, and certainly last 
year, the House passed a number of 

permanent extensions of these policies 
on a bipartisan basis. That means, Mr. 
Speaker, Republicans and Democrats 
tried to work together. But the failure 
of leadership on the Senate side meant 
those bills were not ever even brought 
before the Senate to debate them. 
Worse yet, the President of the United 
States opposes those efforts. 

We are here for one simple reason 
today. By taking the leadership oppor-
tunity, we think we can gain the abil-
ity, on a bipartisan basis in the House 
of Representatives, to give the Senate 
and the President one more whack at 
it. 

Let me be clear. Even if this legisla-
tion is not as ambitious as it could 
have been, it is still vitally important. 
I think what we are doing here, under 
the leadership of JOHN BOEHNER, is to 
say to the American people that we 
know what our job is, even if we are 
not as wildly successful as we want to 
be. America’s small businesses and 
families actually need, and rely upon, 
Congress to do its job. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Representative of 
the 32nd Congressional District of 
Texas, which is essentially Dallas, 
Texas, and some suburbs, I regularly 
meet with small businesses—important 
businesses—that employ people. Ear-
lier in the year, I met with Jamey 
Rentfrow of Ascend Custom Extrusions 
in Wylie, Texas. Jamey’s company 
manufactures and designs custom alu-
minum extrusions for industry. It was 
a most interesting visit. They call this 
manufacturing in America. 

On the same day, I also met with 
JoAnn Gardner, a young woman who 
owns Savage Precision Fabrication. 
They make parts for military aircraft. 
They count on us to be able to get our 
job done to buy the newest and best 
equipment. It goes to help not only 
aerospace and military but other civil-
ian needs also. They know that if we do 
this, the option for them to expense 50 
percent of the purchase price of their 
assets can be taken care of. They can 
write it off when they want to rather 
than when the Tax Code wants. 

In March, I met with Frank Millsap. 
It was a most interesting visit. He runs 
a rod car store called Sachse Rod Shop. 
He explained to me how our onerous 
Tax Code prevented him from employ-
ing more people. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why we are here 
today. We are here to make sure we 
take care of the people in our home dis-
tricts, many of them companies that 
are small mom-and-pop shops, but oth-
ers that employ hundreds of people. 

The bill would also affect a minority- 
owned business called Aluma Graphics, 
which is located in Wylie, Texas, and 
owned by Randall Williams, a young 
man who played professional football. 
When he got out, he decided he was 
going to go into business. He is real-
izing how tough it is to manufacture 
labels and decals for industrial prod-
ucts. This bill would help him and his 
employees. 

These businesses, not just in the 32nd 
Congressional District but all over our 
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country, are important, as they pro-
vide people the honesty of hard work 
and the return of continuing to come 
to work the next day because their 
company can make the money to get it 
done. 

What we are doing today will extend 
for only 1 more year the tax provisions, 
but it will help millions and millions of 
people. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, this rule 
contains a great bill that’s called the 
ABLE Act, which represents, I believe, 
what our country can do best when Re-
publicans and Democrats and people 
who care in the United States Congress 
work together. 

Almost every single person in Amer-
ica, I believe, knows someone with a 
disability: a family member, a best 
friend, perhaps a brother or sister, or 
maybe even an aunt or uncle. But we 
all know that it is only fair that we 
pay attention to the people we dearly 
love. 

So, today is a game-changer. Today, 
we are removing what I think is a glass 
ceiling for disabled people who are held 
at a disadvantage in our Tax Code. The 
ABLE Act would make 529 tax-free sav-
ings accounts available so that fami-
lies can cover important expenses such 
as postsecondary education, housing, 
career development, and medical ex-
penses not covered by private insur-
ance, Medicaid, or other benefits that 
might be available to them offered by 
government. 

These tax-free savings accounts will 
empower families so that their loved 
ones can have opportunities they have 
not had in the past. It is personal to me 
because as my father looks at all of his 
grandchildren, he can have the oppor-
tunity of helping out in their edu-
cation, but not for Alex Sessions, his 
grandson with Down syndrome. He can 
help all the grandkids, but not Alex. 

This happens millions of times in our 
country. There are millions of people 
with disabilities who count on going 
into a program or being enrolled in 
something that the Federal Govern-
ment pays for, but we discriminate 
against them. When this gets signed 
into law, my father, Judge Sessions, 
will be able to treat Alex as he does his 
other grandchildren. What is amazing 
is that Alex needs it more than all of 
them combined, but he is the one that 
we wanted to keep in his place because 
he has a disability called Down syn-
drome. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is important. It 
is important to the people whom it im-
pacts. It is important to our families. 
But more importantly, it is important 
to our country. The gentleman, ANDER 
CRENSHAW from Jacksonville, has 
worked on this bill for 8 years. We are 
finding a way to put it into a piece of 
legislation. To help millions of people 
with their jobs, it needs to pass. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why we are here 
today. We are here doing important 
work for millions of people. It does 
matter, and I think we make a huge 
difference. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
the customary 30 minutes, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Today, we have two bills before us: 
one extending tax relief measures and 
another for helping our brothers and 
sisters and family members with dis-
abilities. These bills, considered under 
two more closed rules, which I feel I 
must point out, adds to the tally of the 
most closed Congress in American his-
tory. 

b 1330 
First, H.R. 5771, the Tax Increase 

Prevention Act of 2014. This 1-year ex-
tension will cover approximately 60 
temporary Tax Code provisions that 
expired at the end of 2013 or during 
2014. Many of the provisions have been 
previously extended with broad bipar-
tisan support. 

This bill is far from perfect, but it 
provides us a sorely-needed stopgap 
measure. Our economy has finally 
emerged from the shadow of the Great 
Recession, but playing games like this, 
lurching from one short-term measure 
to another, will certainly harm that re-
covery. 

This bill will ensure some consist-
ency in the Tax Code that will help the 
American people avail themselves of 
the tax credits that they depend on, 
just in time for the tax filing season. 

However, of particular note, left out 
of this package is the health coverage 
tax credit, which is made available to 
workers who have lost their jobs as a 
result of unfair trade deals and retirees 
who are at risk of losing their pen-
sions. 

In my district, in Rochester, the re-
tirees of Delphi and other local compa-
nies depend on the health coverage tax 
credit to cover their health care bills, 
and they have been fighting mightily 
for some relief from the fact that they 
have lost their pensions and their 
health care. This is all that they have, 
the government program. 

Denying a critical tax credit to fami-
lies who have been hit hardest by un-
fair foreign competition and a tough 
economy here at home is a mistake, 
and one I will fight hard to correct. 

The second bill we have before us 
today is H.R. 647, the ABLE Act. This 
bill will right an injustice that has 
been impacting millions of Americans 
with disabilities, their families, and 
their caregivers. 

Under current law, the individuals 
with disabilities can qualify to receive 
Social Security Disability Insurance, 
but there is an asset limit of $2,000, 
meaning that if you have more cash 
than that on hand, your SSDI benefits 
will be reduced. 

This disincentivizes work and saving, 
creates an unnecessary economic un-
certainty, and it does nothing to better 
the circumstances of our Nation’s most 
vulnerable. 

The ABLE Act will change that by 
creating a tax-free savings account, 

with an annual cap on contributions of 
$14,000, ensuring that people with dis-
abilities have a better sense of security 
and ways that friends and family can 
contribute to their education, trans-
portation, medical expenses, employ-
ment support, housing, and more with-
out risking their eligibility for the 
badly-needed disability insurance. 

I am pleased to see this come to the 
floor with such strong support because 
my district in Rochester has a vibrant 
and involved community of people with 
disabilities. 

I commend my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, my friend, the chair-
man of the Rules Committee, in par-
ticular, for the diligent, passionate, 
and careful work on this important 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I have some reserva-
tions about these bills, the first bill 
anyway, but stabilizing the Tax Code 
and ensuring financial independence 
for our brothers and sisters does pro-
vide much-needed support. So I urge 
my colleagues to do the best they can 
on the rule and the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Jackson County, North 
Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS). 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman of the Rules Committee 
for his leadership and his vision and his 
passion and his great words. 

I also want to thank the gentleman 
from Jacksonville, Florida (Mr. CREN-
SHAW). He is a true leader, and I am 
proud to be a cosponsor of the ABLE 
Act. 

Today, we can talk about taxes, we 
can talk about legislation, but really, 
what we are talking about is people, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I want to share two personal stories 
because, for me, I don’t have to deal 
with children with disabilities on a 
daily basis. I was blessed with two kids 
that didn’t have some of those same 
challenges. 

What I have had is I have experienced 
the love and the compassion that two 
children with special needs have given 
to me over and over. 

The first one of those is a young 
lady, 21 years of age, with Down syn-
drome named Chloe. Chloe is not only 
a dear friend but also is someone who 
has been able to share with me the 
struggles in her life, the passion in her 
life, the vision. She has a part-time 
job. 

But the other part of that story is 
the difficulties that sometimes fami-
lies with special needs have. What I 
have seen over and over again is that, 
even though I was able to experience 
the love firsthand, that there is a 24- 
hour, 7-day a week job that parents 
have to deal with, and some of those 
challenges are monumental. 

We need to address that as a body. 
We need to partner with those moms 
and dads across America to make sure 
that, indeed, what they have to face is 
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not really handicapped because of a 
Tax Code that penalizes them. 

So the ABLE Act, after 8 long years 
of work by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. CRENSHAW), hopefully, will be 
voted on and passed in this very House 
to provide the needs and the help that 
those parents so desperately need. 

But I also want to share another 
story about a young lady from my 
home district who has just turned 1 
named Holland Burleson, because, in-
deed, Down syndrome, whether it is 
with Chloe or this young lady, has a 
profound effect; same love, same com-
passion that I got to experience. 

But yet, what happened is that those 
parents went out, funded a 5K run to 
bring the awareness to a community up 
in the mountains of western North 
Carolina, and overwhelmingly, that 
community came together, raising 
funds not just for the benefit of the 
Burleson family but for the benefit of 
all of those families. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. MEADOWS. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

What happened is lives were trans-
formed in that small little town. And 
so I am here today to speak on behalf 
of not only great work, but great vi-
sion and a partnership in which we can 
partner with families, moms and dads 
across this country, to do a job that 
should have been done long ago, to 
allow the special needs of those special 
families to be addressed. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
have one request for time, and so I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
WELCH), within the parameters of the 
debate time, and provided that no one 
else shows up who requests time. 

Mr. WELCH. I thank the gentlelady. 
Mr. Speaker, I just want to reiterate 

what Mr. SESSIONS said, and thank you 
for your tremendous service here in 
this body. So thank you for acknowl-
edging that too. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress is broken. We 
know it, and the American people 
know it. The difference between us and 
them is that we can actually do some-
thing about it. In fact, that is our job. 

But here we go again, ducking our re-
sponsibility and not doing our job. We 
ducked when we failed to pass a long- 
term transportation bill. We ducked 
when we failed to meet our constitu-
tional responsibility to debate a new, 
long-term military commitment in the 
Middle East. 

And now, here we go again with this 
tax extender bill. 

We need tax reform. 435 Members of 
Congress agree. Both parties agree. 
This year we had an opportunity. The 
Ways and Means Committee, under 
Chairman DAVE CAMP, presented a real 
plan, real simplification and lower 
rates, and all of it was paid for. 

There were many points of disagree-
ment, as well as agreement in that bill. 

In a functioning legislature, we would 
have debated the Camp bill, modified 
it, and passed some version of it to 
move America forward. 

Instead, Speaker BOEHNER said the 
Camp bill was dead on arrival. No dis-
cussion, no debate, no progress. More 
ducking and dodging instead of Con-
gress doing its job. 

This tax extender package adds in-
sult to the American people who want 
tax reform to the injury Congress in-
flicts by failing to do its job. When we 
pass tax extenders instead of tax re-
form, Congress, once again, is back to 
doing business as usual. 

This bill, considered on December 3, 
is retroactive to January. How can we 
expect businesses and families to plan 
when we don’t let them know what the 
rules for the tax year are until the year 
is nearly over? 

It is business as usual when we 
preach fiscal responsibility, pledging 
allegiance to a balanced budget, and 
then pass a bill which adds $44.7 billion 
to the taxpayers’ credit card. 

Mr. Speaker, how can Congress assert 
today that we will do tax reform next 
year, tax reform that the American 
people are demanding, when we are 
about to repeat the irresponsible prac-
tice of passing short-term, retroactive 
bills, something Congress has been 
doing year in and year out? 

This bill says to the American people 
that Congress is up to its old tricks. 
Meet the new Congress—same as the 
old Congress. Congress says one thing: 
‘‘We need tax reform,’’ but Congress 
does another, kicks the can down the 
road. 

Mr. Speaker, I do support some of the 
provisions in this bill and I would like 
to vote for them, but Congress must do 
its job, not dodge its responsibilities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, we are going to take 

the gentleman from Vermont up on, 
really, his issues. We are going to have 
a Republican House, a Republican Sen-
ate, that is able to effectively work 
with each other, look each other in the 
eye and find progress for the American 
people. So I promise the gentleman, he 
is going to get what he wants and more 
so that we can grow our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to have as 
our next speaker a gentleman who, for 
8 years, has toiled on the ABLE Act. He 
is the chief sponsor. He is the young 
man who has made so many conversa-
tions and discussions, not just among 
our Members here, but also among peo-
ple all around this country, disability 
groups. 

I earlier accused him of being from 
Texas. He is actually from Jackson-
ville, Florida, so I am sure I will get 
lots of cards and letters about that. We 
wish he were a Texan, but he is from 
Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. CREN-
SHAW). 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding the 

time. I thank Chairman SESSIONS for 
the work that he has done all along the 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to urge the adop-
tion of this rule and the underlying 
legislation, particularly the ABLE Act, 
which the chairman just talked about. 

Eight years ago I first filed this legis-
lation, and an awful lot of people have 
spent a lot of time and a lot of energy 
bringing us to where we are today. 

The gentleman before me spoke 
about how Congress is often dysfunc-
tional. As we look at the ABLE Act 
today, I think we will have a chance to 
see what can happen when people work 
together, when Democrats and Repub-
licans come together, when the House 
and the Senate work together to do 
what is best for the people of our coun-
try. 

I think it is a great illustration of 
what we can do, and the fact that we 
have over 380 cosponsors in the House, 
over 70 sponsors in the United States 
Senate, is a demonstration of that, 
what can be accomplished when we put 
our minds to it and work together. 

It has been pointed out that most of 
us know someone with a severe dis-
ability, might be Down syndrome, 
might be autism. But sometimes it is 
hard for us to understand the difficul-
ties that they have to go through, 
along with their families. They face 
challenges that we can hardly even 
imagine sometimes. 

The ABLE Act seeks to try to rem-
edy that situation, to bring justice, to 
bring peace of mind to millions of 
American families who have to live 
with disabilities every day. It does that 
by creating these tax-free savings ac-
counts, allows the money that they set 
aside to grow tax-free as long as they 
use those proceeds for qualified ex-
penses. And what that does is it simply 
gives those individuals with disabil-
ities a chance for the American Dream. 

They have hopes and dreams just like 
we all do, and this will give them the 
tool to open the door to a brighter fu-
ture, the way to realize their full po-
tential. 

b 1345 

We help other people save for college 
by creating 529 tax-advantaged ac-
counts. We allow people to save for 
their health care by creating health 
savings accounts. We allow people to 
save for their retirements through in-
dividual retirement accounts and 
401(k)’s. 

It seems only fair that we offer indi-
viduals with disabilities the same tax- 
advantaged tools, so they can realize 
their dreams, maybe get a job, maybe 
save for the future, maybe go to col-
lege. 

I just hope that, as we adopt this rule 
and as we move into the ABLE Act, 
that we will all continue to work to-
gether because I can’t think of any-
thing more special, as more of a privi-
lege, than for us as a Congress to speak 
up for those who so often can’t speak 
for themselves. 
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I urge the adoption of the rule and of 

the underlying bill as well. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
A number of people who asked to 

speak today are on their way here, and 
we will do that. 

I really want to stand up for just a 
few minutes, pending those several 
Members coming here, to say to you 
and to the American people, Mr. 
Speaker, that this country—America— 
is a great, great, great country. It is 
great because of its people. There is a 
lot that has been said today and on 
other days about some of our frailties, 
about some of our warts, about some of 
the problems that we have. 

I think what Mr. CRENSHAW said in 
his remarks is most appropriate be-
cause you have a man who has a num-
ber of very important issues that he 
carries on behalf of his congressional 
district in Jacksonville, Florida. He 
spoke about also taking the time to be 
a voice for millions of people across 
this country, not just for those whom 
he saw specifically in Jacksonville. 

You heard the gentleman, Mr. MEAD-
OWS, speak very plainly about two 
Down syndrome young women of our 
country who are key assets to our 
country. We weren’t asking for any-
thing else today through this ABLE 
Act that Mr. CRENSHAW has so ably 
moved forward—it has taken 8 years— 
than for people to have equity or fair-
ness. 

In the larger scheme of things, as a 
parent of a Down syndrome young 
man, I looked at where we stood, and 
said, ‘‘Why wouldn’t we allow the fair-
ness?’’ 

Really, let’s look at it another way. 
Why would we want to keep these dis-
abled individuals from having fairness? 
Why do we want to keep them poor and 
in the same circumstances they are in? 
Why would we want everyone else to be 
treated under one set of rules and, be-
cause they are disabled, they are treat-
ed another way? 

These are questions and discussions 
that have been in my family now for 20 
years. I don’t know why Alex is my 
special gift. He is perfect. God made 
every child perfect in His image. We 
are the ones who struggle. 

Today, we are working together as 
the House of Representatives for a bill 
that Mr. CRENSHAW saw a need for, and 
he had the fortitude and the oppor-
tunity today because of JOHN BOEHNER. 
Yes, CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, a Democrat 
Member of this body; yes, some United 
States Senators, including Senator 
HARKIN of Iowa and, yes, Senator 
CASEY from Pennsylvania; yes, CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS, a senior member 
of our Republican leadership team who, 
by the way, has a Down syndrome son, 
Cole—we all worked together. This is a 
special thing. 

I think, today, it ought to be a pat on 
the back for us, an opportunity for us 
to say this is important and this is 

good. That is what we should remem-
ber from today, in that we may not go 
to sleep knowing our job is done, but 
that we did something right by coming 
together as a body. 

My dear colleague LOUISE SLAUGH-
TER, who is from New York, very clear-
ly understood a long time ago, as she 
put her name on the bill, that this is a 
good bill. Members of the Rules Com-
mittee, who typically don’t put their 
names on bills, put their names on this 
bill—380 Members of this body. See, 
there are good things that happen. 

I do want to thank my colleague, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER. I do want to thank people 
because this is a bipartisan effort. This 
is a chance for us to work together, 
and I think we did a good job today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 

have no further requests for time. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, in reply 

to the gentlewoman, I will let her 
make her closing arguments, and then 
I will do the same. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, the Democrats have reserva-
tions on these bills, but extending tax 
credits to ensure continuity in the Tax 
Code is very important to us, even 
though we know that large pieces of 
America have been left out of this bill. 

It causes us great sadness, but none-
theless, we recognize the need to get 
this done. All of us appreciate the op-
portunity for the brothers and sisters 
with disabilities to have the stability 
that they need, and we are certainly in 
concert with that. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself the balance of my time. 
It has been mentioned a couple of 

times today, but I also want to thank 
you, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Georgia, for your distinguished service, 
not only to the people of Georgia in 
your district, but also to the people— 
your friends—who are in this body, who 
have benefited from your service on the 
Appropriations Committee and who 
knew that you took time, just as we 
are doing here today, to deal with the 
intricacies of NIH, to deal with the in-
tricacies of cancer, to deal with the in-
tricacies of disabilities, to deal with 
the intricacies of our working together 
as a country and as a body and as 
Americans to make life better for peo-
ple. 

Mr. Speaker, your years of service 
here—some 20 years of service that you 
have given—have been of distinguished 
service. I have known you for a long 
time and have admired you. 

I want to thank the gentleman, JACK 
KINGSTON, for his great service to 
America, which is exactly in line with 
what we are doing today. 

Thank you, sir. I appreciate your 
hard work. Your being in the chair as 
we do this is not by accident. It is on 
purpose. With the distinguished oppor-
tunity that you have of serving as the 
Speaker pro tempore today, I appre-
ciate your great service. 

Mr. Speaker, we have made the case 
today of what we are trying to do. We 

are on the floor to bring certainty to 
the Tax Code for one more year. It is 
not perfect—the gentleman from 
Vermont noted that—but it is an op-
portunity as best as we can do in the 
environment that we are in, and that is 
what this is about. It is the knowledge 
that we are going to wake up and do 
the best that we can for the American 
people. 

Today is about the American people 
and their Tax Code. Today is about the 
ABLE Act and about millions of people 
with disabilities who are attempting as 
best as they can to make due with 
what they have but who, tomorrow, 
can get fairness and equity in that 
process. It is about an opportunity for 
families not to question why but to dig 
in and help. 

Today is yet another opportunity 
when not only the gentlewoman, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, and I may work together 
in our tutelage as chairman and rank-
ing member of the Rules Committee 
but when we can have a common sense 
of purpose. This is not perfect, but the 
world can be better today and tomor-
row. 

I would ask my fellow Members to 
understand that we are here asking for 
everybody to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the rule. 
They can do what they want to do on 
the underlying legislation, but today is 
an opportunity to give thanks for the 
opportunities that lie ahead of us that 
are about others instead of ourselves. 

Mr. Speaker, I move the previous 
question on the resolution, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1440 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 o’clock and 
40 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:53 Dec 04, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03DE7.033 H03DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8310 December 3, 2014 
Votes will be taken in the following 

order: 
Adoption of H. Res. 766, by the yeas 

and nays; 
Motion to suspend the rules on H.R. 

5769, by the yeas and nays; 
Approval of the Journal, by the yeas 

and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5771, TAX INCREASE PRE-
VENTION ACT OF 2014, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 647, ACHIEVING A BETTER 
LIFE EXPERIENCE ACT OF 2014 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on adop-
tion of the resolution (H. Res. 766) pro-
viding for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 5771) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain ex-
piring provisions and make technical 
corrections, and for other purposes, 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 647) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the 
tax treatment of ABLE accounts estab-
lished under State programs for the 
care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 231, nays 
192, not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 540] 

YEAS—231 

Amash 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bilirakis 
Black 
Blackburn 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Capito 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Cook 

Cotton 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Daines 
Davis, Rodney 
Delaney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 

Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Himes 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Lankford 
Latham 
Latta 

Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
Marchant 
Marino 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 

Petri 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schock 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 

Sinema 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Southerland 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Terry 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—192 

Adams 
Barrow (GA) 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera (CA) 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 

Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Hinojosa 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 

McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Michaud 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Pingree (ME) 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stockman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 

Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 

Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Waxman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—11 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Capuano 
Doyle 

Duckworth 
Gingrey (GA) 
Hall 
McCarthy (NY) 

Miller, Gary 
Negrete McLeod 
Price (GA) 

b 1510 

Messrs. SCHNEIDER, DINGELL, 
STOCKMAN, Ms. DELAURO, and Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia changed their vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. MCINTYRE and Ms. SINEMA 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

HOWARD COBLE COAST GUARD 
AND MARITIME TRANSPOR-
TATION ACT OF 2014 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5769) to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal 
year 2015, and for other purposes, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 413, nays 3, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 541] 

YEAS—413 

Adams 
Amash 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 

Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Capito 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Cotton 

Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
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Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grijalva 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 

Latham 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 

Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 

Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 

Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Yarmuth 

Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—3 

Bonamici DeFazio Schrader 

NOT VOTING—18 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cole 
Costa 

Davis, Rodney 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Gingrey (GA) 
Hall 
Issa 

Joyce 
McCarthy (NY) 
Miller, Gary 
Negrete McLeod 
Rogers (AL) 
Woodall 

b 1517 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

541, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 541, I was off the floor in a meet-
ing and missed this second vote in the series. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 275, nays 
137, answered ‘‘present’’ 2, not voting 
20, as follows: 

[Roll No. 542] 

YEAS—275 

Adams 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Capito 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 

Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (NY) 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Farenthold 
Farr 

Fattah 
Fincher 
Fleischmann 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Goodlatte 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Grayson 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Horsford 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 

Issa 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kline 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matsui 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meng 

Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Moore 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schiff 
Schneider 

Schock 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stutzman 
Takano 
Thornberry 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Vela 
Wagner 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Waxman 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Womack 
Yarmuth 
Yoho 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—137 

Amash 
Barr 
Bass 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Brady (PA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Carney 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Clarke (NY) 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Collins (GA) 
Conaway 
Costa 
Cotton 
Crowley 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
Delaney 
Denham 
DeSantis 
Duffy 
Ellison 
Esty 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Foxx 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Garamendi 

Garcia 
Gardner 
Gibson 
Gosar 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Hanna 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (NV) 
Herrera Beutler 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huizenga (MI) 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Jordan 
Keating 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Lance 
Lee (CA) 
Lewis 
LoBiondo 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, Sean 
Matheson 
McDermott 
McGovern 

McKinley 
Meeks 
Miller (FL) 
Miller, George 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Pallone 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Price (GA) 
Rahall 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roe (TN) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Sewell (AL) 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
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Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Upton 

Valadao 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 

Weber (TX) 
Wittman 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Young (AK) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—2 

Gohmert Owens 

NOT VOTING—20 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Capps 
Capuano 
Diaz-Balart 

Doyle 
Duckworth 
Franks (AZ) 
Gingrey (GA) 
Grijalva 
Hall 
McCarthy (NY) 

McIntyre 
Miller, Gary 
Negrete McLeod 
Nolan 
Schwartz 
Turner 

b 1524 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 

ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE 
EXPERIENCE ACT OF 2014 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
House Resolution 766, I call up the bill 
(H.R. 647) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the tax 
treatment of ABLE accounts estab-
lished under State programs for the 
care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes, and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to H. Res. 766, in lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways 
and Means, printed in the bill, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in part B of House Re-
port 113–643 is adopted, and the bill, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 647 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House 

of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; ETC. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Achieving a Better Life Experience Act of 
2014’’ or the ‘‘ABLE Act of 2014’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Except as oth-
erwise expressly provided, whenever in this Act 
an amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of 
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or 
other provision, the reference shall be consid-
ered to be made to a section or other provision 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; etc. 

TITLE I—QUALIFIED ABLE PROGRAMS 

Sec. 101. Purposes. 
Sec. 102. Qualified ABLE programs. 
Sec. 103. Treatment of ABLE accounts under 

certain Federal programs. 
Sec. 104. Treatment of able accounts in bank-

ruptcy. 
Sec. 105. Investment direction rule for 529 

plans. 

TITLE II—OFFSETS 

Sec. 201. Correction to workers compensation 
offset age. 

Sec. 202. Accelerated application of relative 
value targets for misvalued serv-
ices in the Medicare physician fee 
schedule. 

Sec. 203. Consistent treatment of vacuum erec-
tion systems in Medicare Parts B 
and D. 

Sec. 204. One-year delay of implementation of 
oral-only policy under Medicare 
ESRD prospective payment sys-
tem. 

Sec. 205. Modification relating to Inland Water-
ways Trust Fund financing rate. 

Sec. 206. Certified professional employer organi-
zations. 

Sec. 207. Exclusion of dividends from controlled 
foreign corporations from the defi-
nition of personal holding com-
pany income for purposes of the 
personal holding company rules. 

Sec. 208. Inflation adjustment for certain civil 
penalties under the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 

Sec. 209. Increase in continuous levy. 
TITLE I—QUALIFIED ABLE PROGRAMS 

SEC. 101. PURPOSES. 
The purposes of this title are as follows: 
(1) To encourage and assist individuals and 

families in saving private funds for the purpose 
of supporting individuals with disabilities to 
maintain health, independence, and quality of 
life. 

(2) To provide secure funding for disability-re-
lated expenses on behalf of designated bene-
ficiaries with disabilities that will supplement, 
but not supplant, benefits provided through pri-
vate insurance, the Medicaid program under 
title XIX of the Social Security Act, the supple-
mental security income program under title XVI 
of such Act, the beneficiary’s employment, and 
other sources. 
SEC. 102. QUALIFIED ABLE PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter F of chapter 1 is 
amended by inserting after section 529 the fol-
lowing new section: 
‘‘SEC. 529A. QUALIFIED ABLE PROGRAMS. 

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—A qualified ABLE pro-
gram shall be exempt from taxation under this 
subtitle. Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, such program shall be subject to the taxes 
imposed by section 511 (relating to imposition of 
tax on unrelated business income of charitable 
organizations). 

‘‘(b) QUALIFIED ABLE PROGRAM.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified ABLE 
program’ means a program established and 
maintained by a State, or agency or instrumen-
tality thereof— 

‘‘(A) under which a person may make con-
tributions for a taxable year, for the benefit of 
an individual who is an eligible individual for 
such taxable year, to an ABLE account which is 
established for the purpose of meeting the quali-
fied disability expenses of the designated bene-
ficiary of the account, 

‘‘(B) which limits a designated beneficiary to 
1 ABLE account for purposes of this section, 

‘‘(C) which allows for the establishment of an 
ABLE account only for a designated beneficiary 
who is a resident of such State or a resident of 
a contracting State, and 

‘‘(D) which meets the other requirements of 
this section. 

‘‘(2) CASH CONTRIBUTIONS.—A program shall 
not be treated as a qualified ABLE program un-
less it provides that no contribution will be ac-
cepted— 

‘‘(A) unless it is in cash, or 
‘‘(B) except in the case of contributions under 

subsection (c)(1)(C), if such contribution to an 
ABLE account would result in aggregate con-
tributions from all contributors to the ABLE ac-
count for the taxable year exceeding the amount 
in effect under section 2503(b) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins. 
For purposes of this paragraph, rules similar to 
the rules of section 408(d)(4) (determined with-
out regard to subparagraph (B) thereof) shall 
apply. 

‘‘(3) SEPARATE ACCOUNTING.—A program shall 
not be treated as a qualified ABLE program un-
less it provides separate accounting for each 
designated beneficiary. 

‘‘(4) LIMITED INVESTMENT DIRECTION.—A pro-
gram shall not be treated as a qualified ABLE 
program unless it provides that any designated 
beneficiary under such program may, directly or 
indirectly, direct the investment of any con-
tributions to the program (or any earnings 
thereon) no more than 2 times in any calendar 
year. 

‘‘(5) NO PLEDGING OF INTEREST AS SECURITY.— 
A program shall not be treated as a qualified 
ABLE program if it allows any interest in the 
program or any portion thereof to be used as se-
curity for a loan. 

‘‘(6) PROHIBITION ON EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
A program shall not be treated as a qualified 
ABLE program unless it provides adequate safe-
guards to prevent aggregate contributions on be-
half of a designated beneficiary in excess of the 
limit established by the State under section 
529(b)(6). For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, aggregate contributions include contribu-
tions under any prior qualified ABLE program 
of any State or agency or instrumentality there-
of. 

‘‘(c) TAX TREATMENT.— 
‘‘(1) DISTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any distribution under a 

qualified ABLE program shall be includible in 
the gross income of the distributee in the man-
ner as provided under section 72 to the extent 
not excluded from gross income under any other 
provision of this chapter. 

‘‘(B) DISTRIBUTIONS FOR QUALIFIED DIS-
ABILITY EXPENSES.—For purposes of this para-
graph, if distributions from a qualified ABLE 
program— 

‘‘(i) do not exceed the qualified disability ex-
penses of the designated beneficiary, no amount 
shall be includible in gross income, and 

‘‘(ii) in any other case, the amount otherwise 
includible in gross income shall be reduced by 
an amount which bears the same ratio to such 
amount as such expenses bear to such distribu-
tions. 

‘‘(C) CHANGE IN DESIGNATED BENEFICIARIES OR 
PROGRAMS.— 

‘‘(i) ROLLOVERS FROM ABLE ACCOUNTS.—Sub-
paragraph (A) shall not apply to any amount 
paid or distributed from an ABLE account to 
the extent that the amount received is paid, not 
later than the 60th day after the date of such 
payment or distribution, into another ABLE ac-
count for the benefit of the same designated 
beneficiary or an eligible individual who is a 
family member of the designated beneficiary. 

‘‘(ii) CHANGE IN DESIGNATED BENEFICIARIES.— 
Any change in the designated beneficiary of an 
interest in a qualified ABLE program during a 
taxable year shall not be treated as a distribu-
tion for purposes of subparagraph (A) if the new 
beneficiary is an eligible individual for such 
taxable year and a member of the family of the 
former beneficiary. 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION ON CERTAIN ROLLOVERS.— 
Clause (i) shall not apply to any transfer if such 
transfer occurs within 12 months from the date 
of a previous transfer to any qualified ABLE 
program for the benefit of the designated bene-
ficiary. 

‘‘(D) OPERATING RULES.—For purposes of ap-
plying section 72— 

‘‘(i) except to the extent provided by the Sec-
retary, all distributions during a taxable year 
shall be treated as one distribution, and 

‘‘(ii) except to the extent provided by the Sec-
retary, the value of the contract, income on the 
contract, and investment in the contract shall 
be computed as of the close of the calendar year 
in which the taxable year begins. 

‘‘(2) GIFT TAX RULES.—For purposes of chap-
ters 12 and 13— 

‘‘(A) CONTRIBUTIONS.—Any contribution to a 
qualified ABLE program on behalf of any des-
ignated beneficiary— 

‘‘(i) shall be treated as a completed gift to 
such designated beneficiary which is not a fu-
ture interest in property, and 

‘‘(ii) shall not be treated as a qualified trans-
fer under section 2503(e). 
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‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF DISTRIBUTIONS.—In no 

event shall a distribution from an ABLE ac-
count to such account’s designated beneficiary 
be treated as a taxable gift. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF TRANSFER TO NEW DES-
IGNATED BENEFICIARY.—The taxes imposed by 
chapters 12 and 13 shall not apply to a transfer 
by reason of a change in the designated bene-
ficiary under subsection (c)(1)(C). 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL TAX FOR DISTRIBUTIONS NOT 
USED FOR DISABILITY EXPENSES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The tax imposed by this 
chapter for any taxable year on any taxpayer 
who receives a distribution from a qualified 
ABLE program which is includible in gross in-
come shall be increased by 10 percent of the 
amount which is so includible. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not 
apply if the payment or distribution is made to 
a beneficiary (or to the estate of the designated 
beneficiary) on or after the death of the des-
ignated beneficiary. 

‘‘(C) CONTRIBUTIONS RETURNED BEFORE CER-
TAIN DATE.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply 
to the distribution of any contribution made 
during a taxable year on behalf of the des-
ignated beneficiary if— 

‘‘(i) such distribution is received on or before 
the day prescribed by law (including extensions 
of time) for filing such designated beneficiary’s 
return for such taxable year, and 

‘‘(ii) such distribution is accompanied by the 
amount of net income attributable to such excess 
contribution. 

Any net income described in clause (ii) shall be 
included in gross income for the taxable year in 
which such excess contribution was made. 

‘‘(4) LOSS OF ABLE ACCOUNT TREATMENT.—If 
an ABLE account is established for a designated 
beneficiary, no account subsequently estab-
lished for such beneficiary shall be treated as an 
ABLE account. The preceding sentence shall 
not apply in the case of an account established 
for purposes of a rollover described in para-
graph (1)(C)(i) of this section if the transferor 
account is closed as of the end of the 60th day 
referred to in paragraph (1)(C)(i). 

‘‘(d) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each officer or employee 

having control of the qualified ABLE program 
or their designee shall make such reports re-
garding such program to the Secretary and to 
designated beneficiaries with respect to con-
tributions, distributions, the return of excess 
contributions, and such other matters as the 
Secretary may require. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN AGGREGATED INFORMATION.—For 
research purposes, the Secretary shall make 
available to the public reports containing aggre-
gate information, by diagnosis and other rel-
evant characteristics, on contributions and dis-
tributions from the qualified ABLE program. In 
carrying out the preceding sentence an item may 
not be made available to the public if such item 
can be associated with, or otherwise identify, di-
rectly or indirectly, a particular individual. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE OF ESTABLISHMENT OF ABLE AC-
COUNT.—A qualified ABLE program shall submit 
a notice to the Secretary upon the establishment 
of an ABLE account. Such notice shall contain 
the name and State of residence of the des-
ignated beneficiary and such other information 
as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(4) ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION STATEMENTS.— 
For purposes of section 4 of the Achieving a Bet-
ter Life Experience Act of 2014, States shall sub-
mit electronically on a monthly basis to the 
Commissioner of Social Security, in the manner 
specified by the Commissioner, statements on 
relevant distributions and account balances 
from all ABLE accounts. 

‘‘(5) REQUIREMENTS.—The reports and notices 
required by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) shall be 
filed at such time and in such manner and fur-
nished to such individuals at such time and in 
such manner as may be required by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(e) OTHER DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL 
RULES.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—An individual is 
an eligible individual for a taxable year if dur-
ing such taxable year— 

‘‘(A) the individual is entitled to benefits 
based on blindness or disability under title II or 
XVI of the Social Security Act, and such blind-
ness or disability occurred before the date on 
which the individual attained age 26, or 

‘‘(B) a disability certification with respect to 
such individual is filed with the Secretary for 
such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) DISABILITY CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘disability certifi-

cation’ means, with respect to an individual, a 
certification to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
by the individual or the parent or guardian of 
the individual that— 

‘‘(i) certifies that— 
‘‘(I) the individual has a medically deter-

minable physical or mental impairment, which 
results in marked and severe functional limita-
tions, and which can be expected to result in 
death or which has lasted or can be expected to 
last for a continuous period of not less than 12 
months, or is blind (within the meaning of sec-
tion 1614(a)(2) of the Social Security Act), and 

‘‘(II) such blindness or disability occurred be-
fore the date on which the individual attained 
age 26, and 

‘‘(ii) includes a copy of the individual’s diag-
nosis relating to the individual’s relevant im-
pairment or impairments, signed by a physician 
meeting the criteria of section 1861(r)(1) of the 
Social Security Act. 

‘‘(B) RESTRICTION ON USE OF CERTIFICATION.— 
No inference may be drawn from a disability 
certification for purposes of establishing eligi-
bility for benefits under title II, XVI, or XIX of 
the Social Security Act. 

‘‘(3) DESIGNATED BENEFICIARY.—The term 
‘designated beneficiary’ in connection with an 
ABLE account established under a qualified 
ABLE program means the eligible individual 
who established an ABLE account and is the 
owner of such account. 

‘‘(4) MEMBER OF FAMILY.—The term ‘member 
of the family’ means, with respect to any des-
ignated beneficiary, an individual who bears a 
relationship to such beneficiary which is de-
scribed in subparagraph section 152(d)(2)(B). 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, a rule 
similar to the rule of section 152(f)(1)(B) shall 
apply. 

‘‘(5) QUALIFIED DISABILITY EXPENSES.—The 
term ‘qualified disability expenses’ means any 
expenses related to the eligible individual’s 
blindness or disability which are made for the 
benefit of an eligible individual who is the des-
ignated beneficiary, including the following ex-
penses: education, housing, transportation, em-
ployment training and support, assistive tech-
nology and personal support services, health, 
prevention and wellness, financial management 
and administrative services, legal fees, expenses 
for oversight and monitoring, funeral and burial 
expenses, and other expenses, which are ap-
proved by the Secretary under regulations and 
consistent with the purposes of this section. 

‘‘(6) ABLE ACCOUNT.—The term ‘ABLE ac-
count’ means an account established by an eli-
gible individual, owned by such eligible indi-
vidual, and maintained under a qualified ABLE 
program. 

‘‘(7) CONTRACTING STATE.—The term ‘con-
tracting State’ means a State without a quali-
fied ABLE program which has entered into a 
contract with a State with a qualified ABLE 
program to provide residents of the contracting 
State access to a qualified ABLE program. 

‘‘(f) TRANSFER TO STATE.—Subject to any out-
standing payments due for qualified disability 
expenses, upon the death of the designated ben-
eficiary, all amounts remaining in the qualified 
ABLE account not in excess of the amount 
equal to the total medical assistance paid for the 
designated beneficiary after the establishment of 

the account, net of any premiums paid from the 
account or paid by or on behalf of the bene-
ficiary to a Medicaid Buy-In program under 
any State Medicaid plan established under title 
XIX of the Social Security Act, shall be distrib-
uted to such State upon filing of a claim for 
payment by such State. For purposes of this 
paragraph, the State shall be a creditor of an 
ABLE account and not a beneficiary. Sub-
section (c)(3) shall not apply to a distribution 
under the preceding sentence. 

‘‘(g) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe such regulations or other guidance as the 
Secretary determines necessary or appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of this section, including 
regulations— 

‘‘(1) to enforce the 1 ABLE account per eligi-
ble individual limit, 

‘‘(2) providing for the information required to 
be presented to open an ABLE account, 

‘‘(3) to generally define qualified disability ex-
penses, 

‘‘(4) developed in consultation with the Com-
missioner of Social Security, relating to dis-
ability certifications and determinations of dis-
ability, including those conditions deemed to 
meet the requirements of subsection (e)(1)(B), 

‘‘(5) to prevent fraud and abuse with respect 
to amounts claimed as qualified disability ex-
penses, 

‘‘(6) under chapters 11, 12, and 13 of this title, 
and 

‘‘(7) to allow for transfers from one ABLE ac-
count to another ABLE account.’’. 

(b) TAX ON EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 4973 

(relating to tax on excess contributions to cer-
tain tax-favored accounts and annuities) is 
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-
graph (4), by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-
graph (5), and by inserting after paragraph (5) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) an ABLE account (within the meaning of 
section 529A),’’. 

(2) EXCESS CONTRIBUTION.—Section 4973 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(h) EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS TO ABLE AC-
COUNT.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an ABLE ac-
count (within the meaning of section 529A), the 
term ‘excess contributions’ means the amount by 
which the amount contributed for the taxable 
year to such account (other than contributions 
under section 529A(c)(1)(C)) exceeds the con-
tribution limit under section 529A(b)(2)(B). 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE.—For purposes of this sub-
section, any contribution which is distributed 
out of the ABLE account in a distribution to 
which the last sentence of section 529A(b)(2) ap-
plies shall be treated as an amount not contrib-
uted.’’. 

(c) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE REPORTS.— 
Section 6693(a)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end of subparagraph (D), by redesig-
nating subparagraph (E) as subparagraph (F), 
and by inserting after subparagraph (D) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(E) section 529A(d) (relating to qualified 
ABLE programs), and’’. 

(d) RECORDS.—Section 552a(a)(8)(B) of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (ix), by adding ‘‘or’’ at the end; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(x) matches performed pursuant to section 
3(d)(4) of the Achieving a Better Life Experience 
Act of 2014;’’. 

(e) OTHER CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 26(b)(2) is amended by striking 

‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (W), by strik-
ing the period at the end of subparagraph (X) 
and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by inserting after 
subparagraph (X) the following: 

‘‘(Y) section 529A(c)(3)(A) (relating to addi-
tional tax on ABLE account distributions not 
used for qualified disability expenses).’’. 
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(2) Section 877A is amended— 
(A) in subsection (e)(2) by inserting ‘‘a quali-

fied ABLE program (as defined in section 
529A),’’ after ‘‘529),’’, and 

(B) in subsection (g)(6) by inserting 
‘‘529A(c)(3),’’ after ‘‘529(c)(6),’’. 

(3) Section 4965(c) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ 
at the end of paragraph (6), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of paragraph (7) and inserting ‘‘, 
or’’, and by inserting after paragraph (7) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) a program described in section 529A.’’. 
(4) The heading for part VIII of subchapter F 

of chapter 1 is amended by striking ‘‘HIGHER 
EDUCATION’’ and inserting ‘‘CERTAIN’’. 

(5) The item in the table of parts for sub-
chapter F of chapter 1 relating to part VIII is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘PART VIII. CERTAIN SAVINGS ENTITIES.’’. 
(6) The table of sections for part VIII of sub-

chapter F of chapter 1 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 529 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 529A. Qualified ABLE programs.’’. 

(7) Paragraph (4) of section 1027(g) of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Act of 2010 (12 
U.S.C. 5517(g)(4)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, 
529A’’ after ‘‘529’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2014. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (or the Secretary’s designee) shall pro-
mulgate the regulations or other guidance re-
quired under section 529A(g) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as added by subsection 
(a), not later than 6 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 103. TREATMENT OF ABLE ACCOUNTS 

UNDER CERTAIN FEDERAL PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) ACCOUNT FUNDS DISREGARDED FOR PUR-
POSES OF CERTAIN OTHER MEANS-TESTED FED-
ERAL PROGRAMS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of Federal law that requires consider-
ation of 1 or more financial circumstances of an 
individual, for the purpose of determining eligi-
bility to receive, or the amount of, any assist-
ance or benefit authorized by such provision to 
be provided to or for the benefit of such indi-
vidual, any amount (including earnings there-
on) in the ABLE account (within the meaning 
of section 529A of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) of such individual, any contributions to 
the ABLE account of the individual, and any 
distribution for qualified disability expenses (as 
defined in subsection (e)(5) of such section) 
shall be disregarded for such purpose with re-
spect to any period during which such indi-
vidual maintains, makes contributions to, or re-
ceives distributions from such ABLE account, 
except that, in the case of the supplemental se-
curity income program under title XVI of the 
Social Security Act— 

(1) a distribution for housing expenses (within 
the meaning of such subsection) shall not be so 
disregarded, and 

(2) in the case of such program, any amount 
(including such earnings) in such ABLE ac-
count shall be considered a resource of the des-
ignated beneficiary to the extent that such 
amount exceeds $100,000. 

(b) SUSPENSION OF SSI BENEFITS DURING PERI-
ODS OF EXCESSIVE ACCOUNT FUNDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The benefits of an individual 
under the supplemental security income pro-
gram under title XVI of the Social Security Act 
shall not be terminated, but shall be suspended, 
by reason of excess resources of the individual 
attributable to an amount in the ABLE account 
(within the meaning of section 529A of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986) of the individual 
not disregarded under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) NO IMPACT ON MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.—An 
individual who would be receiving payment of 

such supplemental security income benefits but 
for the application of paragraph (1) shall be 
treated for purposes of title XIX of the Social 
Security Act as if the individual continued to be 
receiving payment of such benefits. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take 
effect on the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 104. TREATMENT OF ABLE ACCOUNTS IN 

BANKRUPTCY. 
(a) EXCLUSION FROM PROPERTY OF THE ES-

TATE.—Section 541(b) of the title 11, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting a semicolon and ‘‘or’’; 
and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (9) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(10) funds placed in an account of a quali-
fied ABLE program (as defined in section 
529A(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) 
not later than 365 days before the date of the fil-
ing of the petition in a case under this title, 
but— 

‘‘(A) only if the designated beneficiary of such 
account was a child, stepchild, grandchild, or 
stepgrandchild of the debtor for the taxable year 
for which funds were placed in such account; 

‘‘(B) only to the extent that such funds— 
‘‘(i) are not pledged or promised to any entity 

in connection with any extension of credit; and 
‘‘(ii) are not excess contributions (as described 

in section 4973(h) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986); and 

‘‘(C) in the case of funds placed in all such 
accounts having the same designated bene-
ficiary not earlier than 720 days nor later than 
365 days before such date, only so much of such 
funds as does not exceed $6,225.’’. 

(b) DEBTOR’S MONTHLY EXPENSES.—Section 
707(b)(2)(A)(ii)(II) of title 11, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end ‘‘Such 
monthly expenses may include, if applicable, 
contributions to an account of a qualified ABLE 
program to the extent such contributions are not 
excess contributions (as described in section 
4973(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) 
and if the designated beneficiary of such ac-
count is a child, stepchild, grandchild, or 
stepgrandchild of the debtor.’’. 

(c) RECORD OF DEBTOR’S INTEREST.—Section 
521(c) of title 11, United States Code, is amended 
by inserting ‘‘, an interest in an account in a 
qualified ABLE program (as defined in section 
529A(b) of such Code,’’ after ‘‘Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986)’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply with respect to cases 
commenced under title 11, United States Code, 
on or after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 105. INVESTMENT DIRECTION RULE FOR 529 

PLANS. 
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO INVESTMENT 

DIRECTION RULE FOR 529 PLANS.— 
(1) Paragraph (4) of section 529(b) is amended 

by striking ‘‘may not directly or indirectly’’ and 
all that follows and inserting ‘‘may, directly or 
indirectly, direct the investment of any con-
tributions to the program (or any earnings 
thereon) no more than 2 times in any calendar 
year.’’. 

(2) The heading of paragraph (4) of section 
529(b)is amended by striking ‘‘NO’’ and inserting 
‘‘LIMITED’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to taxable years be-
ginning after December 31, 2014. 

TITLE II—OFFSETS 
SEC. 201. CORRECTION TO WORKERS COMPENSA-

TION OFFSET AGE. 
(a) RETIREMENT AGE.—Section 224(a) of the 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 424a(a)) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 
striking ‘‘the age of 65’’ and inserting ‘‘retire-
ment age (as defined in section 216(l)(1))’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to any 

individual who attains 65 years of age on or 
after the date that is 12 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 202. ACCELERATED APPLICATION OF REL-

ATIVE VALUE TARGETS FOR 
MISVALUED SERVICES IN THE MEDI-
CARE PHYSICIAN FEE SCHEDULE. 

Section 1848(c) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395w–4(c)) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (VIII) of paragraph (2)(B)(v), 
as added by section 220(d)(2) of the Protecting 
Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (Public Law 113– 
93)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2016’’; 
and 

(B) by redesignating such subclause as sub-
clause (IX); 

(2) in paragraph (2)(O)— 
(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘2017 through 2020’’ and inserting ‘‘2016 
through 2018’’; 

(B) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘2017’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2016’’; and 

(C) in clause (v), by inserting ‘‘(or, for 2016, 
1.0 percent)’’ after ‘‘0.5 percent’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘2017’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2016’’. 
SEC. 203. CONSISTENT TREATMENT OF VACUUM 

ERECTION SYSTEMS IN MEDICARE 
PARTS B AND D. 

Section 1834(a)(1) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395m(a)(1)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(I) TREATMENT OF VACUUM ERECTION SYS-
TEMS.—Effective for items and services fur-
nished on and after July 1, 2015, vacuum erec-
tion systems described as prosthetic devices de-
scribed in section 1861(s)(8) shall be treated in 
the same manner as erectile dysfunction drugs 
are treated for purposes of section 1860D- 
2(e)(2)(A).’’. 
SEC. 204. ONE-YEAR DELAY OF IMPLEMENTATION 

OF ORAL-ONLY POLICY UNDER MEDI-
CARE ESRD PROSPECTIVE PAYMENT 
SYSTEM. 

Section 632(b)(1) of the American Taxpayer 
Relief Act of 2012 (42 U.S.C. 1395rr note), as 
amended by section 217(a)(1) of the Protecting 
Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (Public Law 113- 
93), is amended by striking ‘‘2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘2025’’. 
SEC. 205. MODIFICATION RELATING TO INLAND 

WATERWAYS TRUST FUND FINANC-
ING RATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4042(b)(2)(A) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) The Inland Waterways Trust Fund fi-
nancing rate is 29 cents per gallon.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by this section shall apply to fuel used after 
March 31, 2015. 
SEC. 206. CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYER 

ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) EMPLOYMENT TAXES.—Chapter 25 is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 3511. CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EM-

PLOYER ORGANIZATIONS. 
‘‘(a) GENERAL RULES.—For purposes of the 

taxes, and other obligations, imposed by this 
subtitle— 

‘‘(1) a certified professional employer organi-
zation shall be treated as the employer (and no 
other person shall be treated as the employer) of 
any work site employee performing services for 
any customer of such organization, but only 
with respect to remuneration remitted by such 
organization to such work site employee, and 

‘‘(2) the exemptions, exclusions, definitions, 
and other rules which are based on type of em-
ployer and which would (but for paragraph (1)) 
apply shall apply with respect to such taxes im-
posed on such remuneration. 

‘‘(b) SUCCESSOR EMPLOYER STATUS.—For pur-
poses of sections 3121(a)(1), 3231(e)(2)(C), and 
3306(b)(1)— 

‘‘(1) a certified professional employer organi-
zation entering into a service contract with a 
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customer with respect to a work site employee 
shall be treated as a successor employer and the 
customer shall be treated as a predecessor em-
ployer during the term of such service contract, 
and 

‘‘(2) a customer whose service contract with a 
certified professional employer organization is 
terminated with respect to a work site employee 
shall be treated as a successor employer and the 
certified professional employer organization 
shall be treated as a predecessor employer. 

‘‘(c) LIABILITY OF CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL 
EMPLOYER ORGANIZATION.—Solely for purposes 
of its liability for the taxes and other obligations 
imposed by this subtitle— 

‘‘(1) a certified professional employer organi-
zation shall be treated as the employer of any 
individual (other than a work site employee or 
a person described in subsection (f)) who is per-
forming services covered by a contract meeting 
the requirements of section 7705(e)(2), but only 
with respect to remuneration remitted by such 
organization to such individual, and 

‘‘(2) the exemptions, exclusions, definitions, 
and other rules which are based on type of em-
ployer and which would (but for paragraph (1)) 
apply shall apply with respect to such taxes im-
posed on such remuneration. 

‘‘(d) TREATMENT OF CREDITS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of any credit 

specified in paragraph (2)— 
‘‘(A) such credit with respect to a work site 

employee performing services for the customer 
applies to the customer, not the certified profes-
sional employer organization, 

‘‘(B) the customer, and not the certified pro-
fessional employer organization, shall take into 
account wages and employment taxes— 

‘‘(i) paid by the certified professional em-
ployer organization with respect to the work site 
employee, and 

‘‘(ii) for which the certified professional em-
ployer organization receives payment from the 
customer, and 

‘‘(C) the certified professional employer orga-
nization shall furnish the customer and the Sec-
retary with any information necessary for the 
customer to claim such credit. 

‘‘(2) CREDITS SPECIFIED.—A credit is specified 
in this paragraph if such credit is allowed 
under— 

‘‘(A) section 41 (credit for increasing research 
activity), 

‘‘(B) section 45A (Indian employment credit), 
‘‘(C) section 45B (credit for portion of em-

ployer social security taxes paid with respect to 
employee cash tips), 

‘‘(D) section 45C (clinical testing expenses for 
certain drugs for rare diseases or conditions), 

‘‘(E) section 45R (employee health insurance 
expenses of small employers), 

‘‘(F) section 51 (work opportunity credit), 
‘‘(G) section 1396 (empowerment zone employ-

ment credit), and 
‘‘(H) any other section as provided by the Sec-

retary. 
‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULE FOR RELATED PARTY.— 

This section shall not apply in the case of a cus-
tomer which bears a relationship to a certified 
professional employer organization described in 
section 267(b) or 707(b). For purposes of the pre-
ceding sentence, such sections shall be applied 
by substituting ‘10 percent’ for ‘50 percent’. 

‘‘(f) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN INDIVID-
UALS.—For purposes of the taxes imposed under 
this subtitle, an individual with net earnings 
from self-employment derived from the cus-
tomer’s trade or business (including a partner in 
a partnership that is a customer) is not a work 
site employee with respect to remuneration paid 
by a certified professional employer organiza-
tion. 

‘‘(g) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND OBLIGA-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall develop such report-
ing and recordkeeping rules, regulations, and 
procedures as the Secretary determines nec-
essary or appropriate to ensure compliance with 
this title by certified professional employer orga-

nizations or persons that have been so certified. 
Such rules shall include— 

‘‘(1) notification of the Secretary in such man-
ner as the Secretary shall prescribe in the case 
of the commencement or termination of a service 
contract described in section 7705(e)(2) between 
such a person and a customer, and the employer 
identification number of such customer, 

‘‘(2) such information as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary for the customer to claim the 
credits identified in subsection (d) and the man-
ner in which such information is to be provided, 
as prescribed by the Secretary, and 

‘‘(3) such other information as the Secretary 
determines is essential to promote compliance 
with respect to the credits identified in sub-
section (d) and section 3302, and 
shall be designed in a manner which stream-
lines, to the extent possible, the application of 
requirements of this section and section 7705, 
the exchange of information between a certified 
professional employer organization and its cus-
tomers, and the reporting and recordkeeping ob-
ligations of the certified professional employer 
organization. 

‘‘(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe such regulations as may be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
section.’’. 

(b) CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYER OR-
GANIZATION DEFINED.—Chapter 79 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 7705. CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EM-

PLOYER ORGANIZATIONS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this title, 

the term ‘certified professional employer organi-
zation’ means a person who applies to be treated 
as a certified professional employer organization 
for purposes of section 3511 and has been cer-
tified by the Secretary as meeting the require-
ments of subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—A person 
meets the requirements of this subsection if such 
person— 

‘‘(1) demonstrates that such person (and any 
owner, officer, and other persons as may be 
specified in regulations) meets such require-
ments as the Secretary shall establish, including 
requirements with respect to tax status, back-
ground, experience, business location, and an-
nual financial audits, 

‘‘(2) agrees that it will satisfy the bond and 
independent financial review requirements of 
subsection (c) on an ongoing basis, 

‘‘(3) agrees that it will satisfy such reporting 
obligations as may be imposed by the Secretary, 

‘‘(4) computes its taxable income using an ac-
crual method of accounting unless the Secretary 
approves another method, 

‘‘(5) agrees to verify on such periodic basis as 
the Secretary may prescribe that it continues to 
meet the requirements of this subsection, and 

‘‘(6) agrees to notify the Secretary in writing 
within such time as the Secretary may prescribe 
of any change that materially affects the con-
tinuing accuracy of any agreement or informa-
tion that was previously made or provided 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(c) BOND AND INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL RE-
VIEW.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An organization meets the 
requirements of this paragraph if such organiza-
tion— 

‘‘(A) meets the bond requirements of para-
graph (2), and 

‘‘(B) meets the independent financial review 
requirements of paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) BOND.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A certified professional em-

ployer organization meets the requirements of 
this paragraph if the organization has posted a 
bond for the payment of taxes under subtitle C 
(in a form acceptable to the Secretary) that is in 
an amount at least equal to the amount speci-
fied in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF BOND.—For the period April 
1 of any calendar year through March 31 of the 

following calendar year, the amount of the bond 
required is equal to the greater of— 

‘‘(i) 5 percent of the organization’s liability 
under section 3511 for taxes imposed by subtitle 
C during the preceding calendar year (but not 
to exceed $1,000,000), or 

‘‘(ii) $50,000. 
‘‘(3) INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL REVIEW REQUIRE-

MENTS.—A certified professional employer orga-
nization meets the requirements of this para-
graph if such organization— 

‘‘(A) has, as of the most recent audit date, 
caused to be prepared and provided to the Sec-
retary (in such manner as the Secretary may 
prescribe) an opinion of an independent cer-
tified public accountant as to whether the cer-
tified professional employer organization’s fi-
nancial statements are presented fairly in ac-
cordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles, and 

‘‘(B) provides to the Secretary an assertion re-
garding Federal employment tax payments and 
an examination level attestation on such asser-
tion from an independent certified public ac-
countant not later than the last day of the sec-
ond month beginning after the end of each cal-
endar quarter. 
Such assertion shall state that the organization 
has withheld and made deposits of all taxes im-
posed by chapters 21, 22, and 24 in accordance 
with regulations imposed by the Secretary for 
such calendar quarter and such examination 
level attestation shall state that such assertion 
is fairly stated, in all material respects. 

‘‘(4) CONTROLLED GROUP RULES.—For pur-
poses of the requirements of paragraphs (2) and 
(3), all certified professional employer organiza-
tions that are members of a controlled group 
within the meaning of sections 414(b) and (c) 
shall be treated as a single organization. 

‘‘(5) FAILURE TO FILE ASSERTION AND ATTESTA-
TION.—If the certified professional employer or-
ganization fails to file the assertion and attesta-
tion required by paragraph (3) with respect to 
any calendar quarter, then the requirements of 
paragraph (3) with respect to such failure shall 
be treated as not satisfied for the period begin-
ning on the due date for such attestation. 

‘‘(6) AUDIT DATE.—For purposes of paragraph 
(3)(A), the audit date shall be six months after 
the completion of the organization’s fiscal year. 

‘‘(d) SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION AUTHOR-
ITY.—The Secretary may suspend or revoke a 
certification of any person under subsection (b) 
for purposes of section 3511 if the Secretary de-
termines that such person is not satisfying the 
agreements or requirements of subsections (b) or 
(c), or fails to satisfy applicable accounting, re-
porting, payment, or deposit requirements. 

‘‘(e) WORK SITE EMPLOYEE.—For purposes of 
this title— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘work site em-
ployee’ means, with respect to a certified profes-
sional employer organization, an individual 
who— 

‘‘(A) performs services for a customer pursu-
ant to a contract which is between such cus-
tomer and the certified professional employer or-
ganization and which meets the requirements of 
paragraph (2), and 

‘‘(B) performs services at a work site meeting 
the requirements of paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) SERVICE CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—A 
contract meets the requirements of this para-
graph with respect to an individual performing 
services for a customer if such contract is in 
writing and provides that the certified profes-
sional employer organization shall— 

‘‘(A) assume responsibility for payment of 
wages to such individual, without regard to the 
receipt or adequacy of payment from the cus-
tomer for such services, 

‘‘(B) assume responsibility for reporting, with-
holding, and paying any applicable taxes under 
subtitle C, with respect to such individual’s 
wages, without regard to the receipt or ade-
quacy of payment from the customer for such 
services, 
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‘‘(C) assume responsibility for any employee 

benefits which the service contract may require 
the certified professional employer organization 
to provide, without regard to the receipt or ade-
quacy of payment from the customer for such 
benefits, 

‘‘(D) assume responsibility for recruiting, hir-
ing, and firing workers in addition to the cus-
tomer’s responsibility for recruiting, hiring, and 
firing workers, 

‘‘(E) maintain employee records relating to 
such individual, and 

‘‘(F) agree to be treated as a certified profes-
sional employer organization for purposes of 
section 3511 with respect to such individual. 

‘‘(3) WORK SITE COVERAGE REQUIREMENT.— 
The requirements of this paragraph are met 
with respect to an individual if at least 85 per-
cent of the individuals performing services for 
the customer at the work site where such indi-
vidual performs services are subject to 1 or more 
contracts with the certified professional em-
ployer organization which meet the require-
ments of paragraph (2) (but not taking into ac-
count those individuals who are excluded em-
ployees within the meaning of section 414(q)(5)). 

‘‘(f) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—The Secretary shall 
make available to the public the name and ad-
dress of— 

‘‘(1) each person certified as a professional 
employer organization under subsection (a), and 

‘‘(2) each person whose certification as a pro-
fessional employer organization is suspended or 
revoked under subsection (d). 

‘‘(g) DETERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT STA-
TUS.—Except to the extent necessary for pur-
poses of section 3511, nothing in this section 
shall be construed to affect the determination of 
who is an employee or employer for purposes of 
this title. 

‘‘(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe such regulations as may be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this 
section.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 3302 is amended by adding at the 

end the following new subsection: 
‘‘(h) TREATMENT OF CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL 

EMPLOYER ORGANIZATIONS.—If a certified pro-
fessional employer organization (as defined in 
section 7705), or a customer of such organiza-
tion, makes a contribution to the State’s unem-
ployment fund with respect to wages paid to a 
work site employee, such certified professional 
employer organization shall be eligible for the 
credits available under this section with respect 
to such contribution.’’. 

(2) Section 3303(a) is amended— 
(A) by striking the period at the end of para-

graph (3) and inserting ‘‘; and’’ and by insert-
ing after paragraph (3) the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(4) if the taxpayer is a certified professional 
employer organization (as defined in section 
7705) that is treated as the employer under sec-
tion 3511, such certified professional employer 
organization is permitted to collect and remit, in 
accordance with paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), 
contributions during the taxable year to the 
State unemployment fund with respect to a 
work site employee.’’, and 

(B) in the last sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (1), (2), and (3)’’ 

and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4)’’, 
and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), or (3)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4)’’. 

(3) Section 6053(c) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYER OR-
GANIZATIONS.—For purposes of any report re-
quired by this subsection, in the case of a cer-
tified professional employer organization that is 
treated under section 3511 as the employer of a 
work site employee, the customer with respect to 
whom a work site employee performs services 
shall be the employer for purposes of reporting 
under this section and the certified professional 

employer organization shall furnish to the cus-
tomer and the Secretary any information the 
Secretary prescribes as necessary to complete 
such reporting no later than such time as the 
Secretary shall prescribe.’’. 

(4) Section 6652 is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(n) FAILURE TO MAKE REPORTS REQUIRED 
UNDER SECTIONS 3511, 6053(c)(8), AND 7705.—In 
the case of a failure to make a report required 
under section 3511, 6053(c)(8), or 7705 which con-
tains the information required by such section 
on the date prescribed therefor (determined with 
regard to any extension of time for filing), there 
shall be paid (on notice and demand by the Sec-
retary and in the same manner as tax) by the 
person failing to make such report, an amount 
equal to $50 for each report with respect to 
which there was such a failure. In the case of 
any failure due to negligence or intentional dis-
regard the preceding sentence shall be applied 
by substituting ‘$100’ for ‘$50’.’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The table of sections for chapter 25 is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 3511. Certified professional employer or-

ganizations.’’. 
(2) The table of sections for chapter 79 is 

amended by inserting after the item relating to 
section 7704 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 7705. Certified professional employer or-

ganizations.’’. 
(f) USER FEES.—Section 7528(b) is amended by 

adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
‘‘(4) CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYER OR-

GANIZATIONS.—The fee charged under the pro-
gram in connection with the certification by the 
Secretary of a professional employer organiza-
tion under section 7705 shall be an annual fee 
not to exceed $1,000 per year.’’. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply with respect to wages 
for services performed on or after January 1 of 
the first calendar year beginning more than 12 
months after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall establish the certification 
program described in section 7705(b) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, as added by sub-
section (b), not later than 6 months before the 
effective date determined under paragraph (1). 

(h) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing contained in this 
section or the amendments made by this section 
shall be construed to create any inference with 
respect to the determination of who is an em-
ployee or employer— 

(1) for Federal tax purposes (other than the 
purposes set forth in the amendments made by 
this section), or 

(2) for purposes of any other provision of law. 
SEC. 207. EXCLUSION OF DIVIDENDS FROM CON-

TROLLED FOREIGN CORPORATIONS 
FROM THE DEFINITION OF PER-
SONAL HOLDING COMPANY INCOME 
FOR PURPOSES OF THE PERSONAL 
HOLDING COMPANY RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 543(a)(1) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and 
(D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respectively, 
and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) dividends received by a United States 
shareholder (as defined in section 951(b)) from a 
controlled foreign corporation (as defined in sec-
tion 957(a)),’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this Act shall apply to taxable years ending 
on or after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 208. INFLATION ADJUSTMENT FOR CERTAIN 

CIVIL PENALTIES UNDER THE IN-
TERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986. 

(a) FAILURE TO FILE TAX RETURN OR PAY 
TAX.—Section 6651 is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(i) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any return 

required to be filed in a calendar year beginning 
after 2014, the $135 dollar amount under sub-
section (a) shall be increased by such dollar 
amount multiplied by the cost-of-living adjust-
ment determined under section 1(f)(3) deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2013’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) there-
of. 

‘‘(2) ROUNDING.—If any amount adjusted 
under paragraph (1) is not a multiple of $5, such 
amount shall be rounded to the next lowest mul-
tiple of $5.’’. 

(b) FAILURE TO FILE CERTAIN INFORMATION 
RETURNS, REGISTRATION STATEMENTS, ETC.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6652(c) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(6) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any failure 

relating to a return required to be filed in a cal-
endar year beginning after 2014, each of the dol-
lar amounts under paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) 
shall be increased by such dollar amount multi-
plied by the cost-of-living adjustment deter-
mined under section 1(f)(3) determined by sub-
stituting ‘calendar year 2013’ for ‘calendar year 
1992’ in subparagraph (B) thereof. 

‘‘(B) ROUNDING.—If any amount adjusted 
under subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) is not less than $5,000 and is not a mul-
tiple of $500, such amount shall be rounded to 
the next lowest multiple of $500, and 

‘‘(ii) is not described in clause (i) and is not a 
multiple of $5, such amount shall be rounded to 
the next lowest multiple of $5.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) The last sentence of section 6652(c)(1)(A) 

is amended by striking ‘‘the first sentence of this 
subparagraph shall be applied by substituting 
‘$100’ for ‘$20’ and’’ and inserting ‘‘in applying 
the first sentence of this subparagraph, the 
amount of the penalty for each day during 
which a failure continues shall be $100 in lieu of 
the amount otherwise specified, and’’. 

(B) Section 6652(c)(2)(C)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘the first sentence of paragraph (1)(A)’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘in applying 
the first sentence of paragraph (1)(A), the 
amount of the penalty for each day during 
which a failure continues shall be $100 in lieu of 
the amount otherwise specified, and in lieu of 
applying the second sentence of paragraph 
(1)(A), the maximum penalty under paragraph 
(1)(A) shall not exceed $50,000, and’’. 

(c) OTHER ASSESSABLE PENALTIES WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE PREPARATION OF TAX RETURNS 
FOR OTHER PERSONS.—Section 6695 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(h) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any failure 

relating to a return or claim for refund filed in 
a calendar year beginning after 2014, each of 
the dollar amounts under subsections (a), (b), 
(c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) shall be increased by 
such dollar amount multiplied by the cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment determined under section 1(f)(3) 
determined by substituting ‘calendar year 2013’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 

‘‘(2) ROUNDING.—If any amount adjusted 
under subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(A) is not less than $5,000 and is not a mul-
tiple of $500, such amount shall be rounded to 
the next lowest multiple of $500, and 

‘‘(B) is not described in clause (i) and is not 
a multiple of $5, such amount shall be rounded 
to the next lowest multiple of $5.’’. 

(d) FAILURE TO FILE PARTNERSHIP RETURN.— 
Section 6698 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any return 

required to be filed in a calendar year beginning 
after 2014, the $195 dollar amount under sub-
section (b)(1) shall be increased by such dollar 
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amount multiplied by the cost-of-living adjust-
ment determined under section 1(f)(3) deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2013’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) there-
of. 

‘‘(2) ROUNDING.—If any amount adjusted 
under paragraph (1) is not a multiple of $5, such 
amount shall be rounded to the next lowest mul-
tiple of $5.’’. 

(e) FAILURE TO FILE S CORPORATION RE-
TURN.—Section 6699 is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any return 

required to be filed in a calendar year beginning 
after 2014, the $195 dollar amount under sub-
section (b)(1) shall be increased by such dollar 
amount multiplied by the cost-of-living adjust-
ment determined under section 1(f)(3) deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2013’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) there-
of. 

‘‘(2) ROUNDING.—If any amount adjusted 
under paragraph (1) is not a multiple of $5, such 
amount shall be rounded to the next lowest mul-
tiple of $5.’’. 

(f) FAILURE TO FILE CORRECT INFORMATION 
RETURNS.—Section 6721(f)(1) is amended by 
striking ‘‘For each fifth calendar year beginning 
after 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘In the case of any 
failure relating to a return required to be filed 
in a calendar year beginning after 2014’’. 

(g) FAILURE TO FURNISH CORRECT PAYEE 
STATEMENTS.—Section 6722(f)(1) is amended by 
striking ‘‘For each fifth calendar year beginning 
after 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘In the case of any 
failure relating to a statement required to be 
furnished in a calendar year beginning after 
2014’’. 

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to returns required to 
be filed after December 31, 2014. 
SEC. 209. INCREASE IN CONTINUOUS LEVY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 
6331(h) is amended by striking the period at the 
end and inserting ‘‘and by substituting ‘30 per-
cent’ for ‘15 percent’ in the case of any specified 
payment due to a Medicare provider or supplier 
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by this section shall apply to payments made 
after 180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) and 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
LEVIN) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. CAMP). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 647. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, many of us know the 

joys and responsibilities of being a par-
ent. We spend years ensuring our chil-
dren have the skills and education to 
reach their full potential as they grow 
and enter adulthood. 

Many of these everyday responsibil-
ities parents face can and often do in-
crease tremendously when they have a 
child with a disability. Today, we have 
an opportunity to ease some of those 
challenges. 

The Achieving a Better Life Experi-
ence Act, commonly known as the 
ABLE Act, will allow those with dis-
abilities and their caregivers to have 
the stability and security of knowing 
that they can save and provide for 
their education, housing, and medical 
expenses in the future. 

In short, the ABLE Act lets those 
with disabilities set up tax-free savings 
accounts to help them manage the 
costs of medical care, housing, trans-
portation, and continued education. 
This will allow those who are on Med-
icaid and SSI to work, earn, and save 
more while still receiving these impor-
tant benefits. 

It is important to note that these 
savings accounts will be available to 
all individuals with disabilities and 
their caretakers, not just those on 
Medicaid and SSI. 

This is a commonsense bill that will 
aid those with disabilities and their 
caretakers so they can live more ful-
filling, happy lives and have the ability 
to provide for a better future. 

b 1530 

At the same time, this will not bur-
den taxpayers since the cost of the 
ABLE Act is fully offset by the savings 
provisions in this bill. These offsets are 
a balanced and fair mix of savings pro-
visions that all Members should be able 
to support. 

This bill is supported by more than 70 
leading organizations and health care 
professionals, including the American 
Association of People with Disabilities, 
the Autism Society of America, Au-
tism Speaks, the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of America, Easter Seals, the Na-
tional Association of Councils on De-
velopmental Disabilities, the National 
Disability Institute, the National 
Down Syndrome Society, the National 
Federation of the Blind, and The Arc. 

They support this bill because they 
know it will help more disabled indi-
viduals help themselves. That is all I 
can ask for—that is all anyone can ask 
for—and it is something I am pleased 
this legislation provides. This is why 
the ABLE Act has 380 cosponsors in the 
House and 74 cosponsors in the Senate. 

I want to particularly thank the 
sponsor of this legislation, my good 
friend from Florida, Representative 
ANDER CRENSHAW, as well as Represent-
atives SESSIONS, MCMORRIS RODGERS, 
and VAN HOLLEN for their diligence in 
helping us bring this legislation to the 
floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not every day that 
we have a chance to clear major hur-
dles in front of people who simply need 
a hand up. That is what this bill does, 
and I encourage all Members to support 
it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
With this bill, we can help millions of 

Americans who are living with disabil-
ities become more financially secure. 
Just as families today can open tax- 
free accounts to save for the future 

costs of college for their children, this 
legislation would make it easier for 
families to save money for disability- 
related expenses like transportation, 
housing, and health prevention and 
wellness. The ABLE Act aims to ease 
the financial burden on these individ-
uals and their families. 

I applaud the efforts of Congressmen 
CRENSHAW, VAN HOLLEN, SESSIONS, and 
you, Chairman CAMP, among others. 

The CBO estimates the cost of the 
bill will be $2 billion over 10 years. The 
bill is paid for through $638 million in 
revenue offsets and $1.4 billion in 
spending cuts. 

There has been active bipartisan 
work on paying for this bill, and there 
is broad agreement on the revenue off-
sets. There is some opposition to the 
Medicare offsets included in the bill be-
cause the legislation uses Medicare 
savings for nonhealth purposes. 

We have challenges ahead, including 
important work on SGR. I understand 
the concern about Medicare offsets. I 
think it is important as we proceed on 
this bill to stress that it must not be 
considered a precedent for using Medi-
care savings to pay for unrelated costs 
associated with tax changes. 

The ABLE Act provides much-needed 
relief, as we have said, to families and 
their children with disabilities. This is 
an important step forward for them in 
a very personal way. I support its pas-
sage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW), 
who is the sponsor of the bill. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding the 
time. 

Let me first just say thank you to 
Chairman CAMP, the chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee, for his 
hard work in bringing this bill out of 
the Ways and Means Committee with a 
unanimous vote. I thank him and his 
staff who have worked long and hard to 
bring this bill to the floor today. 

On a personal note, as Chairman 
CAMP leaves the Congress this year, I 
want to express my thanks and grati-
tude for his friendship over the years 
and for his leadership not only for the 
people of Michigan, but for the people 
of America. You will be missed. 

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about the 
ABLE Act, I think that this is a great 
example of what can be accomplished 
when people work together. People say 
we don’t always work together, but 
here is a case where people have come 
together—Democrats and Republicans, 
the House working with the Senate— 
for the common good of the people of 
America. 

I think all of us probably know some-
body, either a family member or maybe 
a friend of the family—somebody—who 
has a disability. It might be Down syn-
drome, or it might be autism, or it 
might be some other disability, but 
sometimes, I don’t think we under-
stand the difficulty and the challenges 
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that those individuals and their fami-
lies face. They are beyond our com-
prehension sometimes because we are 
lucky in the way that we can live. 

The ABLE Act seeks to address that 
inequity. It seeks to help those people 
who so often society overlooks or 
maybe the government overlooks. The 
ABLE Act is very simple, it is very 
straightforward, it is understandable, 
and we have come to this after 8 years 
of hard work. 

When I first filed the bill in 2006, 
there were very few cosponsors of this 
legislation, but over the years, an 
awful lot of people on both sides of the 
aisle have worked long and hard to 
make this legislation better. Some of 
the individuals who have these disabil-
ities come to Washington every year. 
They have gone out, and they have 
talked to their individual Representa-
tives. 

That is one of the reasons we have 380 
cosponsors in the House. It is because 
those individuals have gone to an office 
and have sat down and have said, ‘‘This 
is something that would make a dif-
ference in my life.’’ And those Mem-
bers have said, ‘‘We want to help.’’ The 
same thing has happened in the Senate. 

You heard Chairman CAMP talk about 
how that takes place. Individuals with 
disabilities can create a tax-free sav-
ings account, put their own money in 
that account, and have a chance to ac-
tually save for their futures. 

Those dollars grow tax free, and as 
long as they are used for qualified ex-
penses, such as medical expenses or 
maybe educational or job training ex-
penses, they can use those proceeds. We 
already allow folks to help themselves 
by setting up tax-free savings accounts 
to save for college. It is called a 529. 

We allow people to save for their re-
tirements through a tax-free savings 
account called an IRA or a 401(k), and 
we allow people to save for their health 
insurance by the creation of health 
savings accounts. It only seems fair to 
me and to all of us that we would pro-
vide the same sort of treatment to 
those individuals who are less fortu-
nate than we are. 

Now, we have a situation in which 
the ABLE accounts will open a door to 
a bright future to millions of Ameri-
cans. It will give those individuals a 
chance to realize their hopes and their 
dreams, to be part of the American 
Dream, and to be able to achieve their 
full potential. 

I can’t think of anything that is 
more rewarding. I can’t think of any 
greater privilege than to speak out for 
people who can’t always speak for 
themselves. This ABLE Act will bring 
justice, and it will bring peace of mind 
to millions of American families who 
live with disabilities every day. I think 
that is something worth fighting for. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my real pleasure to yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN), another person like Mr. CREN-
SHAW and others who have been work-
ing so hard on this issue for a long 
time. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, let 
me start by thanking my colleague, 
Ranking Member LEVIN, for yielding 
but, most importantly, for his partner-
ship on this important bipartisan legis-
lation. 

I also want to thank my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle. Chairman 
CAMP, thank you for all of your efforts 
and diligence in getting us to this 
point. To our fellow cosponsors—Con-
gressman CRENSHAW, Congresswoman 
MCMORRIS RODGERS, Congressman SES-
SIONS, and others—thank you for all 
you have done to get us to this point. 

To our colleagues on the other side of 
the Capitol, Senator BOB CASEY and 
Senator RICHARD BURR, this has been a 
team effort. 

Mr. Speaker, like Congressman CREN-
SHAW, I want to especially recognize 
and honor those families from across 
the country who actually worked so 
hard over so many years to get us to 
this point. Many of those families are 
in the gallery today. Others are watch-
ing from around the country. 

At a time when there is deep cyni-
cism about the ability or lack of abil-
ity of Congress and the government to 
function, they broke through that cyn-
icism and are an example to others of 
what we can do and can accomplish by 
working together. 

Because of their efforts, as we heard, 
we have 380 cosponsors, Republicans 
and Democrats, in the House and 74 
United States Senators, Republicans 
and Democrats. With that broad bipar-
tisan and bicameral support, everyone 
worked together to get to this point. 

We have heard what this does. It pro-
vides an opportunity for families with 
kids or other members of the families 
with disabilities to put aside a little 
money, tax free, to help defray some of 
the extra medical costs that are in-
curred by those families. 

It is a benefit available to families 
who are sending their kids to college, 
and we should make sure that we pro-
vide that kind of benefit to families 
who are trying to make sure their 
loved ones are cared for. 

That is what this does. It is about eq-
uity. It is about fairness. It is about 
making sure that every child has the 
opportunity to reach his or her full po-
tential. It is a time-honored American 
value, and that is why this has at-
tracted such broad support. 

Mr. Speaker, no single piece of legis-
lation—nothing we can do here—can 
single-handedly eliminate the addi-
tional medical and financial burdens 
faced by families living and loving and 
caring for their children with disabil-
ities every day, but this act, this ABLE 
Act, can help ease that financial bur-
den and can help assist families in 
some small way in ensuring that their 
children receive the love and care they 
deserve. 

I thank my colleagues for coming to-
gether on this important effort, and I 
hope it gets through the Senate and to 
the President’s desk, where it can be 
signed soon. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank 
you, everybody, for being a part of this 
effort. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair would remind all 
Members that the rules require Mem-
bers to refrain from referencing occu-
pants in the gallery. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Washington State (Mrs. MCMORRIS 
RODGERS), the distinguished chair of 
the House Republican Conference. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Thank 
you very much, Mr. Chairman, and 
thank you for your tremendous leader-
ship. 

To my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle in the House and in the Senate, I 
thank them for their tremendous sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I join in rising in strong 
support of H.R. 647, the Achieving a 
Better Life Experience Act, the ABLE 
Act, which will help millions of Ameri-
cans and families save for their fu-
tures. 

Today is the day we have been wait-
ing for, for a long time, and I am so 
proud to stand here with my col-
leagues, with the advocates who are 
here, with the families across the Na-
tion who have spent countless days, 
weeks, years pushing us across the fin-
ish line. 

For me, personally, this bill is about 
a little boy who was diagnosed with 
Down syndrome 3 days after he was 
born. His diagnosis came with a list of 
future complications: endless doctors’ 
visits and therapy sessions, potential 
heart defects, even early Alzheimer’s. 

Seven years later, as the mom of that 
little boy, nothing has given me great-
er joy than watching Cole grow and the 
tremendous impact that he is already 
having on this world. 

When Cole was born, my husband and 
I were told don’t put any assets in his 
name because he may need to qualify 
for one of these programs in the future. 
That is the wrong message to send to 
parents who are ready to save—who are 
ready to sacrifice—to ensure that their 
children have an opportunity for a bet-
ter life. 

The ABLE Act is going to change 
this. It is going to empower individuals 
with disabilities and empower their 
families through tax-free savings ac-
counts to save for college, retirement, 
and other future expenses. 

As a part of America’s new Congress, 
we are here to advance real solutions, 
solutions to make people’s lives better, 
solutions that will empower all Ameri-
cans no matter where you come from, 
no matter how much money to your 
name, or what challenges you face. 

The ABLE Act is one of the many 
ways that we are going to do that. It is 
going to empower millions, including 
my son Cole, with the opportunity for 
a better life. 

I encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to support H.R. 647. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT), another dis-
tinguished member of our committee. 
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(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to begin by being very clear. I 
support the ABLE Act itself. It is a 
compassionate bill that seeks to ex-
pand the common good by providing 
tax-free savings accounts for disabled 
Americans. If we were voting on that 
bill today, I would strongly support it. 
But the ABLE Act isn’t the issue here. 
The issue is how we are going to pay 
for it. And the proposal we are consid-
ering today is just one that jeopardizes 
the future of our safety net. 

Newt Gingrich talked about wanting 
to have Medicare wither on the vine. 
That has always been the desire of the 
Republicans. So today we are setting 
out on an unprecedented and dangerous 
course in the funding of this bill. 

In a last-minute development, the 
Congress is now considering using cuts 
to Medicare to offset the cost of this 
legislation, taking away from the old 
people and giving it to these folks. 
That is their idea of a balanced act. 

There has been no serious debate. 
There has never been a hearing and no 
thoughtful discussion of the implica-
tions of this proposal. If we vote to 
make these cuts, we will take the first 
step down a slippery slope that directly 
undermines the social safety net. 

I have checked with the experts in 
the nonpartisan Congressional Re-
search Service and couldn’t find one 
example in which Congress has used 
Medicare as a piggy bank to pay for a 
tax bill. And that is what this bill is, 
basically, a tax exemption. It is a good 
idea, but are we going to use Medicare 
to pay for it? Because, mark my words, 
when it comes time to offer another 
tax break, my colleagues on the other 
side will come after Medicare again; 
and the next time, the cut will be deep-
er and easier because we did it today. 

I believe that we should not be a part 
of beginning to rip Medicare at the 
very bottom. It looks like just a little 
bit. And they will say, oh, it is only a 
tiny bit, and it is not going to affect 
anybody. But you are establishing a 
precedent that you will hear again on 
this floor. For that reason, I intend to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

AARP, 
Washington, DC, December 3, 2014. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: As the largest non-
profit, nonpartisan organization rep-
resenting the interests of Americans age 50 
and older and their families, AARP urges 
you to reject using Medicare savings as an 
offset to pay for non-healthcare programs, 
including the cost of the Achieving a Better 
Life Experience (ABLE) Act of 2014. 

AARP has consistently advocated against 
using permanent reductions in Medicare to 
pay for other unrelated government spend-
ing. While we agree it is important to help 
individuals with disabilities maintain 
health, independence, and quality of life, we 
oppose using Medicare savings to finance tax 
expenditures or other non-healthcare pro-
grams. 

The ABLE Act establishes tax-exempt sav-
ings plans for persons with disabilities, mak-

ing it much easier for them and their fami-
lies to save for future expenses. Although 
ABLE accounts are only available for indi-
viduals under the age of 26, the savings ac-
crued will help with living expenses as the 
person ages. This is especially important be-
cause at ages 50–64, adults with disabilities 
are less than half as likely to be employed as 
those without disabilities. 

However, establishing the ABLE program 
should not be achieved by tapping into Medi-
care savings. This is especially true at a 
time when Medicare faces its own long term 
funding needs, and when Congress will short-
ly need to find savings to pay for either per-
manent Medicare SGR reform or another 
temporary ‘‘doc fix’’ in 2015. We urge you to 
remove Medicare offsets from the ABLE Act. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY A. LEAMOND, 
Executive Vice President, 

State & National Group. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Washington State (Mr. 
REICHERT), a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee and chairman of the 
Human Resources Subcommittee. 

I also ask unanimous consent that 
the gentleman from Washington con-
trol the remainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

Chairman CAMP for yielding and for all 
of his hard work on this legislation and 
for bringing it forward today. 

I thank the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. CRENSHAW), too, for his hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 647, as amended, also 
known as the ABLE Act. And we have 
heard what ABLE stands for, but let 
me just repeat it very slowly so people 
can understand really what this is 
about: achieving better life experience 
for people who have special needs and 
who are disabled. 

We all strive to have better lives, but 
some people in this world need a little 
help, and that is what we are doing 
today. Some people might disagree 
with some of the ways we are going 
about this. The bottom line is we are 
helping people that need a little special 
help, a little extra help from us, and we 
are going to step up and do that. 

This is a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. It is designed to help those indi-
viduals with disabilities overcome the 
hurdles that they often face holding a 
job and trying to live independently. 

Here is the problem: if someone with 
a disability works and achieves even a 
modest level of savings, they lose their 
assets to certain safety net programs, 
such as Medicaid and SSI. This can dis-
courage individuals from pursuing 
work opportunities and gaining the 
independence that comes through 
work. 

Here is the solution: this legislation 
today. This is the solution, Mr. Speak-
er. It helps individuals, regardless of 
disability, to achieve the best possible 
quality of life by ensuring continued 
access to essential safety net programs 
as well as tax-free savings accounts, al-

lowing them to pursue independence 
and community involvement. 

These ABLE accounts would be used 
to cover a wide variety of expenses re-
lated to addressing and overcoming the 
disabilities, and they would grow tax- 
free. These costs quickly add up, as 
needs can range from uncovered health 
care needs, education costs, housing 
needs, transportation costs, assistive 
technology, speech-generating devices 
and other technology, and personal 
support services. 

This bill is critical because it allows 
individuals with ABLE accounts to 
maintain their eligibility for benefits 
while working and saving more for 
their future needs. ABLE account bal-
ances and withdrawals are completely 
excluded for purposes of Medicaid; and 
under the SSI program, the first 
$100,000 in account balances would be 
excluded from being counted as re-
sources, meaning disabled individuals 
could save far more than today, while 
remaining eligible for benefits along 
the way. 

This bill is about real people—we 
have heard some of the stories already 
this afternoon—real people who have 
real hopes and real dreams, dreams of 
being able to support themselves and 
plan for the future, dreams for a better 
life, and people like my godson, Kyle. 

Now, Kyle today is 20 years old, but 
Kyle weighs 60 pounds and is in a 
wheelchair. Kyle was diagnosed at 18 
months old with cancer. He can’t 
speak. Up to this point, Kyle has only 
been able to save $2,000. And once you 
reach that $2,000 level, that is it. If you 
go over that, you don’t get the bene-
fits. Imagine if you were the parents of 
Kyle, trying to save for his future, to 
maybe get a speech device so Mom and 
Dad can hear Kyle say ‘‘I love you,’’ be-
cause he hasn’t been able to say that. 
Imagine not being able to hear your 
child say, ‘‘I love you, Mom. I love you, 
Dad.’’ 

This savings account allows people to 
save that money for their children, to 
buy that technology, to get that wheel-
chair that costs $20,000. Some of us who 
are able-bodied and don’t understand 
the disability that people live with 
every day, you see a wheelchair and 
there is no cost attached. We see people 
in wheelchairs, $20,000 and more for 
people who can only use maybe their 
index finger and a thumb to operate 
the toggle switch on a wheelchair so 
they can go from point A to point B. 

I am proud to be Kyle’s godfather. 
When you wheel Kyle into a room, he 
lights up the room, and we want to 
give him a better life. That is what this 
bill does. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself an additional 30 seconds. 

I would like to thank the cosponsors 
of this bill, the 379 Members. But more 
than anyone, I would really like to es-
pecially thank the families that have 
been working on this for years. It has 
been an honor to visit with them, to 
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get to know them, and to get to know 
their families. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this legisla-
tion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 

2 minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE). 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I think 
everyone here would agree that the 
goals of the ABLE Act are worthy. The 
bill’s title stands for achieving better 
life experience, and it would allow for 
the creation of tax-free savings ac-
counts to benefit individuals with dis-
abilities. These accounts would provide 
a way for families raising children with 
disabilities to set aside savings for 
their child’s care. 

What I am concerned about is the off-
sets. The bill before us today uses 
Medicare cuts to pay for a tax break. 
Medicare is a program that seniors and 
people with disabilities depend upon 
for their health care, and we should not 
be cutting Medicare to pay for this bill. 

Meanwhile, we all know that our ef-
forts to permanently repeal and replace 
the SGR in the lameduck are, unfortu-
nately, falling flat. And while I hope 
we can still pass SGR this month, if it 
does not get done, we are going to have 
a Medicare bill that will cost tens of 
billions of dollars in March, and Repub-
licans will force us to pay for every 
last dime, and here we are, using $1.2 
billion in health offsets for non-health 
bills. 

In addition to the Medicare offsets, 
there are other offsets included in this 
bill that are troublesome. The provi-
sion on certified professional employer 
organizations could have a negative ef-
fect on worker rights, including collec-
tive bargaining and organizing and 
worker protections. 

I say again, the goals of the ABLE 
Act are laudable. I hope that our Sen-
ate colleagues will send the bill back 
to us without these offensive offsets so 
that we can enact a good law that we 
can all be proud of. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. ROSKAM), a distinguished 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Imagine that sense when you get the 
word that a new baby has been diag-
nosed with something that was com-
pletely unanticipated. That has been a 
situation that has been present in the 
lives of constituents, family, friends, 
and those of us who are nearby. 

I think there is a hopefulness today, 
Mr. Speaker, about what we are talk-
ing about. And there are so many peo-
ple that have run for office with the 
idea of trying to get something done, 
the notion that you have this strong of 
a voice all coming together saying, 
You know what? We may not be able to 
agree about what time of day it is in 
this Congress, but we can agree that we 
all ought to come together to help 
those who are unable to help them-

selves or to help those who want to 
care for the ones who are around them. 
So it is also a good lesson to learn 
about the tenacity of Americans who 
have decided to substantively engage 
this place over a period of years. 

A number of minutes ago, we heard 
from the gentleman from Florida, Rep-
resentative CRENSHAW, who talked 
about introducing this back in 2006. He 
was tenacious, and he was joined by 
others, and they pushed and they 
pushed. Now they have accomplished 
something, and we are on the verge of, 
actually, a great moment. 

So I am here to celebrate. I am here 
to celebrate with my colleagues who 
took the initiative. I am here to cele-
brate others who came alongside. But 
most of all, Mr. Speaker, we are here to 
celebrate the lives of those who are 
being supported by this act. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlelady from the District of Colum-
bia, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have 
been working with Mr. CRENSHAW, with 
Senator CASEY, and I congratulate 
them on this bill. But I want to say 
how deeply I regret that there are ex-
traneous provisions in the bill con-
cerning worker protections and offsets 
that keep it from being the bipartisan 
bill that it means to be, or else we 
wouldn’t have seen virtually the whole 
House on the bill. So I have come to 
speak for the underlying bill and to 
hope that those provisions will some-
how be swept aside and we can have the 
bill that I think most who signed on 
thought they were signing. 

We talk on both sides of the aisle, as 
well we should, about personal respon-
sibility, but what we have been doing 
until this time was leaving the disabled 
dependent on their own parents or on 
charities without any way to liberate 
themselves from others. I think about 
the parents of 20-year-old autistic 
brothers who kept them locked up and 
had no way to liberate them or to care 
for them. 

Most woeful is dependence on char-
ities who, themselves, get tax exemp-
tions to take care of people who need 
them, and they do an excellent job. 
But, if we are going to give a tax break 
to people who take care of disabled 
people, surely there should be a tax 
benefit for them to take care of them-
selves. 

And just consider this: most disabled 
people, truly disabled people, are un-
able to find jobs of any kind; but if 
they do, they will not be the kinds of 
jobs normally that leave them able to 
open savings accounts, prepare for 
their own retirement, and the rest. So 
even if they were able to be employed, 
they still, of course, must look to other 
sources of income 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentlelady an 
additional 2 minutes. 

Ms. NORTON. That is why this bill, 
in many ways, is so sensitive. It 

doesn’t supplant any of the assistance 
that is necessary, like Medicaid and 
their own insurance that they may 
have or SSI. 

My own daughter, Katherine Felicia 
Norton, was the Global Down Syn-
drome ambassador this year. Katherine 
will probably not need one of these sav-
ings accounts. But I am here this after-
noon to speak for all of those who do— 
and there are millions in our country— 
and to thank particularly the sponsors 
for what they are trying to do with this 
bill. 

I thank my good friend for yielding 
to me. 

b 1600 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. HOLDING), who is a co-
sponsor of the bill. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for the time. 

Earlier today I had the privilege of 
meeting with Kenneth Kelty and his 
mother, Jacqueline. They are from my 
district, and this is a family who would 
benefit directly from the ABLE Act 
and who shared their support of this 
important bill with me just this after-
noon. Kenneth recently graduated from 
the University Participant Program at 
Western Carolina University, a pro-
gram that allows students with disabil-
ities to study side-by-side with other 
students at the university. In 
Kenneth’s words, it was ‘‘a chance to 
do all the same things as everyone else 
with nothing holding us back.’’ Ken-
neth joined a fraternity, had a good 
time, learned a lot, was able to come 
back, has a job. 

Mr. Speaker, just as the University 
Participant Program helps people with 
disabilities like Kenneth, so will this 
bipartisan ABLE Act. This bill will 
allow tax-free savings accounts for ex-
penses such as housing, education, em-
ployment training. Similar to a 529 
program college savings account, these 
accounts will help provide families 
with some peace of mind when trying 
to save for their children’s long-term 
expenses. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support the ABLE Act. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlelady from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the manager, Mr. LEVIN, for his 
kindness, as well as the manager for 
the majority, Mr. CRENSHAW, and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, and the many others who, 
along with myself, cosponsored this 
legislation. 

It is very moving to have a moment 
of family on the floor of the House as 
I listen to Members recount their indi-
vidual stories of those in their families 
and those of us who encounter our con-
stituents with wonderful, beautiful 
children, many of whom fit squarely in 
this relief that is being given. 

As I watched two twins grow up who 
are prized and special in our commu-
nity, I could just imagine what their 
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mother and their late father would say 
about this opportunity. This legisla-
tion, H.R. 647, squarely answers our 
concerns. 

I want to get to two points that I 
think are so important. We hear it all 
the time: it seems as if these are rich 
people trying to get money, but they 
are not. They may be working families 
and middle class families, and to be 
able to not deny them eligibility for 
Medicaid when there are severe health 
issues that many of these young people 
and children face, and also for them to 
be able to have SSI, which is some-
times a lifeline, to be able to put aside 
this savings that will help them in edu-
cation and transportation—I hear it so 
often, training for employment; any of 
us who have dealt with Goodwill and 
seen what Goodwill does with young 
people whose parents bring them 
there—yet they need other ways of 
being able to respond, and they should 
not be denied higher education. 

This bill allows the savings to be part 
of the higher education efforts that 
these parents want for their children, 
and sometimes the ability for inde-
pendence with primary residence, what 
it says is that these young people, as 
they grow, have developmental possi-
bilities and opportunities, and that 
there are no throwaway children, there 
are no throwaway young people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentlewoman an additional 1 minute. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gen-
tleman. There are no throwaway young 
people, and we should not throw them 
away. 

I agree with my colleagues who have 
mentioned items that we would hope 
would be reframed, if you will, impact-
ing workers’ conditions and rights, pro-
visions that may, in fact, impact Medi-
care. None of us who have committed 
ourselves to the strength of Medicare 
want to see that undermined. But I will 
say that the goodness of this legisla-
tion for my neighbors and my constitu-
ents whom I personally know, individ-
uals whom I personally know—this is a 
lifeline. 

I am very glad to speak on H.R. 647 
for the lifeline that it provides for peo-
ple who deserve it, and they do not in 
any way have the need or the desire to 
see the opportunities for their children 
and their young people be determined 
only by the limitations of their ability 
to provide for them. 

This is an account. It is more than a 
savings account. It is a lifeline account 
to help give every American, no matter 
who they are, this equal opportunity 
and particularly those with disabil-
ities. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot of 
stories today about people in need, 
about people with disabilities and spe-
cial needs, and we have had some 
names attached to those stories, which 
really touches the hearts of those peo-

ple that know those individuals, and I 
hope touches the hearts of the Mem-
bers here in this Chamber when they 
hear the stories of people in need who 
need that special attention. 

One key challenge for disabled indi-
viduals is that their access to certain 
safety net programs can be lost if they 
work. I want to just repeat that. It can 
be lost if they work and achieve even a 
modest level of savings. To overcome 
that challenge, the ABLE Act would 
help more individuals with disabilities 
save and live independently without 
losing access to critical programs like 
Medicaid and SSI. 

Now, starting in 2015, States could 
create an ABLE program under which 
individuals with disabilities could start 
an ABLE account modeled after cur-
rent section 529 savings accounts. Any-
one—parents, grandparents, and other 
family members, and friends—could 
contribute to that account, which 
would grow tax free. Then when they 
need to withdraw from that account, 
those withdrawals would be tax free if 
spent on a wide variety of expenses re-
lated to helping them address and over-
come their disability. That includes ex-
penses like uncovered health care, edu-
cation costs, housing needs, transpor-
tation costs, assistive technology, and 
others that I have mentioned earlier. 

ABLE ACCOUNT DETAILS 
One key challenge for disabled individuals is 

that their access to certain safety-net pro-
grams can be lost if they work and achieve 
even a modest level of savings. 

To overcome that challenge, the ABLE Act 
would help more individuals with disabilities 
save and live independently without losing ac-
cess to critical programs like Medicaid and 
SSI. 

Starting in 2015, States could create an 
ABLE program, under which individuals with 
disabilities could start an ABLE account, mod-
eled after current Section 529 savings ac-
counts. 

Anyone—parents, grandparents, and other 
family and friends—could contribute to their 
ABLE account, which would grow tax-free. 

Then when they need to withdraw from the 
account, those withdrawals would be tax free 
if spent on a wide variety of expenses related 
to helping them address and overcome their 
disability. 

That includes expenses like uncovered 
health care, education costs, housing needs, 
transportation costs, assistive technology, and 
personal support services. 

Critically, individuals with ABLE accounts 
could maintain their eligibility for means-tested 
benefits while working and saving more for 
their future needs. 

ABLE account balances and withdrawals 
are completely excluded for purposes of Med-
icaid. 

And under the SSI program, the first 
$100,000 in account balances would be ex-
cluded from being counted as resources, 
meaning disabled individuals could save far 
more than today while remaining eligible for 
benefits along the way. 

This change will go a long way to easing 
the minds of disabled individuals and those 
around them. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LEVIN. Let me ask my colleague 
if he is ready to close? 

Mr. REICHERT. I am waiting for one 
other speaker. If the gentleman has an-
other speaker, it would be helpful. 

Mr. LEVIN. I do not. 
Mr. REICHERT. I guess we are ready 

to close then, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. LEVIN. Okay. I would like to 

give your colleague a chance, but shall 
we proceed? Is that okay? 

Mr. REICHERT. Yes, we are prepared 
to close. 

Mr. LEVIN. Okay. I can do so very 
briefly. I think we face a somewhat un-
usual situation here. We have an oppor-
tunity to help people who have some 
very major challenges, including chal-
lenges related to their health, and so 
on balance I think there is a need for 
us to act, and so therefore I support 
this bill. 

I just want us to remember, in a 
sense, the unusual opportunity that we 
have here to help millions of people 
who are living with disabilities that af-
fect their lives, including their basic 
health status. 

I yield back the balance of our time. 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself the remaining time. 
I thank the gentleman for his com-

ments and words of support and, again, 
thank all 379 cosponsors of this bipar-
tisan bill. I thank the Senate, which 
has worked with the Members of the 
House on this bill, making it a bi-
cameral bill, and I think it is also im-
portant, Mr. Speaker, to point out the 
outside support that this bill has gar-
nered. 

Let me just name a few of those: the 
American Association of People With 
Disabilities, Autism Society of Amer-
ica, Autism Speaks, the Brain Injury 
Association of America, Easter Seals, 
National Association of Councils on 
Developmental Disabilities, National 
Disability Institute, National Down 
Syndrome Society, National Federa-
tion of the Blind, and the Arc, and that 
is just to name a few of the outside or-
ganizations and groups that support 
this legislation. 

Again, this is important legislation 
designed to help individuals with dis-
abilities overcome the hurdles that 
they often face in holding a job and liv-
ing independently, and I appreciate 
again the comments of the ranking 
member, Mr. LEVIN, and urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today in strong support of the ABLE Act. 
I would like to commend the efforts of my col-
leagues Representative ANDER CRENSHAW and 
Representative CHRIS VAN HOLLEN for their 
leadership and steadfast commitment to mov-
ing this legislation forward. This is truly a great 
bipartisan effort that will help families across 
this country and I’ve been proud to join the 
hundreds of members of Congress who sup-
port it as a cosponsor. 

For years, I have heard from constituents 
like Andrew and Tamara Selinger from West 
Hartford, who have advocated not only on be-
half of their own family, but for families across 
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Connecticut and the country. Their two chil-
dren have Fragile X syndrome and all they are 
asking for are the same opportunities for their 
children that other families have with the 529 
plan, to have a savings mechanism that would 
enhance their lives and pay for non-covered 
medical expenses, while not minimizing the 
services that they receive. I have heard from 
people like Bob and Rosie Shea and Shannon 
Knall from our local Autism Speaks chapter 
and many others from families and groups ad-
vocating on behalf of individuals with disabil-
ities, who have spoken so passionately about 
why this legislation is so important. 

In spite of the partisan rancor that often 
dominates this building, this bill shows that we 
can come together in a meaningful way to act 
in a positive manner on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. It is truly inspiring how many ad-
vocates and families have made their voice 
heard on this legislation and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and finally get it 
across the finish line on behalf of families 
across this country. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
strongly support the ABLE Act and its intent to 
promote greater independence and freedoms 
to disabled and handicapped Americans. How-
ever, I have great concerns with the policy 
that is being used to pay for this legislation 
because it would seek to further decrease 
Medicare reimbursement for physicians—an 
action that could threaten seniors’ access to 
health care. 

Since the passage of the Medicare Mod-
ernization Act of 2003 and the creation of the 
sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula, Con-
gress has passed 17 ‘‘doc-fixes’’ to prevent 
further cuts to physicians providing care for 
our seniors. Each year, the entire medical 
community must pick up the tab to prevent the 
disastrous cuts that would be implemented if 
the SGR was to take effect. The result? Medi-
care reimbursement for physicians has de-
creased by 17% when adjusted for inflation, 
while the cost of care continues to rise. 

In the most recent ‘‘doc fix’’ passed in 
March of this year, a controversial provision 
required the annual re-evaluation of codes 
matching 0.5% of total physician spending 
from 2017 through 2020. If this target is not 
met, the difference would be taken in the form 
of an across the board cut. The proposed off-
set included in the ABLE Act would shift these 
targets forward and compress them, requiring 
CMS to identify misvalued services equal to at 
least 1% of total physician spending in 2016, 
and 0.5% in 2017 and 2018. Moving the target 
to 2016 and frontloading it to require the iden-
tification of 1% of total physician spending in 
the first year would make it extremely difficult 
to meet the target. 

However, CMS has no intention of imple-
menting this law. In the 2015 Medicare Fee 
Schedule Final Rule, CMS finalized a proposal 
to transition 10- and 90-day global period 
codes to 0-day global period codes in 2017, 
and 2018, respectively, yet CMS has not de-
veloped a methodology for how that transition 
will be made. This is a major overhaul of close 
to half of the currently existing CPT codes and 
will dramatically reform how physicians are 
paid. Because CMS has not yet developed a 
methodology for how this transition will occur, 
the nature of the impact is currently unknown, 
leading to further instability in physician pay-
ments. CMS notes in the Rule that due to the 
work necessary to make this change, they will 

not have resources to review certain other po-
tentially misvalued services for the ‘‘next sev-
eral years’’, almost certainly resulting in an 
across the board cut to all physicians caring 
for Medicare patients. 

This continuous pursuit by our Congress 
and CMS to re-evaluate codes within the phy-
sician fee schedule will be detrimental to the 
medical community and to ensuring access for 
our Medicare beneficiaries. A 1% cut may not 
sound like much, but when taken in conjunc-
tion with the combined maximum penalties for 
not meeting the PQRS, physician value-based 
payment modifier, and EHR programs, the 
total potential cut faced by physicians will be 
¥9% in 2016, and ¥11.5% in 2017. This 
does not even take into account the cuts re-
quired by the unresolved SGR. 

Despite these concerns, I will support the 
ABLE Act today with the hope that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will recom-
mit themselves in the new Congress to secur-
ing the Medicare program for all Americans. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, more than 37 
million people in the United States have a dis-
ability, including more than 500,000 in Min-
nesota. For parents raising a child with a dis-
ability, it is both emotionally and financially 
draining. 

While, individuals with disabilities are living 
longer and more productive lives than ever be-
fore, they still face barriers to finding and hold-
ing employment, living independently, and tak-
ing care of their daily needs. We can make it 
easier for these families to bear this financial 
burden. 

The bipartisan ABLE Act, or Achieving a 
Better Life Experience, will give individuals 
with disabilities new opportunities for them to 
save and pay for the costs of their disabilities. 
Using an ABLE account, they and their fami-
lies are able to put aside money tax free and 
then use it to cover qualified expenses such 
as health, education, housing, and transpor-
tation. 

For eight years, this legislation has been 
proposed, talked about, and pending in Con-
gress. I became an early advocate for the 
ABLE Act when I was first elected to the 
House. It is supported by more than 70 health 
care and disability organizations. Now’s the 
time to get this across the finish line and pass 
the ABLE Act to help families and individuals 
most in need. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, as a 
proud cosponsor of H.R. 647, the ABLE Act, 
I urge all of my colleagues to vote in favor of 
this legislation today. If enacted, it would allow 
Americans living with a disability and their 
families to establish tax-exempt financial ac-
counts so they can finance qualified expenses 
including education, housing, transportation, 
employment support, medical care and other 
personal necessities. Critically, it would not 
jeopardize eligibility for other important federal 
benefits like Medicaid and Social Security. 

As a disabled American myself, I under-
stand the financial strain a disability can have 
on individuals and their families. Not only do 
disabled Americans often face higher costs 
and lower incomes, but they are currently pe-
nalized for saving for their future. The ABLE 
Act will allow millions of Americans with dis-
abilities to invest in their futures, live fulfilling 
lives and become more independent and less 
reliant on public benefits. It will empower them 
to build a better economic future for them-
selves and their families. 

Disabled Americans deserve every oppor-
tunity to achieve their dreams. I urge the 
House to pass this important legislation as 
quickly as possible. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my strong support for 
the Achieving a Better Life Experience Act or 
‘‘the ABLE Act,’’ legislation I cosponsored that 
is designed to improve the quality of life for in-
dividuals with disabilities by assisting in long- 
term financial planning. 

As the founder and co-chair of the Coalition 
for Autism Research and Education, I under-
stand the financial demands of raising a child 
with support needs. Education, housing, trans-
portation, employment support, medical care, 
and other life expenses can quickly add up for 
persons with disabilities. 

A study published this year in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association (JAMA) Pe-
diatrics found that the lifetime cost for an indi-
vidual with ASD averages $1.4 million. These 
costs jump to $2.4 million when autism in-
volves intellectual disability—an estimated 40 
percent of individuals with autism also have in-
tellectual disability. 

Unfortunately, under current law, saving 
more than $2,000 jeopardizes access to serv-
ices and supports, such as Social Security 
and Medicaid. If enacted, the ABLE Act— 
which establishes tax-exempt accounts, similar 
to the current 529 Education Savings Plans— 
will no longer force parents to choose between 
saving for their child’s future and sacrificing 
the assistance their child requires. 

I commend Speaker BOEHNER for bringing 
this bill to the floor today. It is especially timely 
for the autism community as we continue to 
address the looming crisis of aging out. Every 
year, 50,000 age-out of their support system 
and into a society that disincentivizes employ-
ment and financial security. Enactment of my 
legislation—the Autism CARES Act—earlier 
this year began the conversation of how to 
better address the needs of individuals with 
ASD who are aging out and we have much 
work to do. 

The ABLE Act is a step in the right direc-
tion. While I have concerns regarding the 
Medicare physician services offsets, ABLE ac-
counts are a sensible and fiscally responsible 
tool that will benefit some of the most vulner-
able members of our society. It is a smart 
piece of legislation to assist families in saving 
and planning for the long-term needs of indi-
viduals with disabilities and a more secure fu-
ture. I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 766, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 
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TAX INCREASE PREVENTION ACT 

OF 2014 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
House Resolution 766, I call up the bill 
(H.R. 5771) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain ex-
piring provisions and make technical 
corrections, and for other purposes, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 766, the 
amendment printed in part A of House 
Report 113–643 is adopted, and the bill, 
as amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 5771 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Except as 
otherwise expressly provided, whenever in 
this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a 
section or other provision of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title, etc. 

TITLE I—CERTAIN EXPIRING 
PROVISIONS 

Subtitle A—Individual Tax Extenders 

Sec. 101. Extension of deduction for certain 
expenses of elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers. 

Sec. 102. Extension of exclusion from gross 
income of discharge of qualified 
principal residence indebted-
ness. 

Sec. 103. Extension of parity for employer- 
provided mass transit and park-
ing benefits. 

Sec. 104. Extension of mortgage insurance 
premiums treated as qualified 
residence interest. 

Sec. 105. Extension of deduction of State and 
local general sales taxes. 

Sec. 106. Extension of special rule for con-
tributions of capital gain real 
property made for conservation 
purposes. 

Sec. 107. Extension of above-the-line deduc-
tion for qualified tuition and 
related expenses. 

Sec. 108. Extension of tax-free distributions 
from individual retirement 
plans for charitable purposes. 

Subtitle B—Business Tax Extenders 

Sec. 111. Extension of research credit. 
Sec. 112. Extension of temporary minimum 

low-income housing tax credit 
rate for non-federally sub-
sidized buildings. 

Sec. 113. Extension of military housing al-
lowance exclusion for deter-
mining whether a tenant in cer-
tain counties is low-income. 

Sec. 114. Extension of Indian employment 
tax credit. 

Sec. 115. Extension of new markets tax cred-
it. 

Sec. 116. Extension of railroad track mainte-
nance credit. 

Sec. 117. Extension of mine rescue team 
training credit. 

Sec. 118. Extension of employer wage credit 
for employees who are active 
duty members of the uniformed 
services. 

Sec. 119. Extension of work opportunity tax 
credit. 

Sec. 120. Extension of qualified zone acad-
emy bonds. 

Sec. 121. Extension of classification of cer-
tain race horses as 3-year prop-
erty. 

Sec. 122. Extension of 15-year straight-line 
cost recovery for qualified 
leasehold improvements, quali-
fied restaurant buildings and 
improvements, and qualified re-
tail improvements. 

Sec. 123. Extension of 7-year recovery period 
for motorsports entertainment 
complexes. 

Sec. 124. Extension of accelerated deprecia-
tion for business property on an 
Indian reservation. 

Sec. 125. Extension of bonus depreciation. 
Sec. 126. Extension of enhanced charitable 

deduction for contributions of 
food inventory. 

Sec. 127. Extension of increased expensing 
limitations and treatment of 
certain real property as section 
179 property. 

Sec. 128. Extension of election to expense 
mine safety equipment. 

Sec. 129. Extension of special expensing 
rules for certain film and tele-
vision productions. 

Sec. 130. Extension of deduction allowable 
with respect to income attrib-
utable to domestic production 
activities in Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 131. Extension of modification of tax 
treatment of certain payments 
to controlling exempt organiza-
tions. 

Sec. 132. Extension of treatment of certain 
dividends of regulated invest-
ment companies. 

Sec. 133. Extension of RIC qualified invest-
ment entity treatment under 
FIRPTA. 

Sec. 134. Extension of subpart F exception 
for active financing income. 

Sec. 135. Extension of look-thru treatment 
of payments between related 
controlled foreign corporations 
under foreign personal holding 
company rules. 

Sec. 136. Extension of temporary exclusion 
of 100 percent of gain on certain 
small business stock. 

Sec. 137. Extension of basis adjustment to 
stock of S corporations making 
charitable contributions of 
property. 

Sec. 138. Extension of reduction in S-cor-
poration recognition period for 
built-in gains tax. 

Sec. 139. Extension of empowerment zone 
tax incentives. 

Sec. 140. Extension of temporary increase in 
limit on cover over of rum ex-
cise taxes to Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Sec. 141. Extension of American Samoa eco-
nomic development credit. 

Subtitle C—Energy Tax Extenders 
Sec. 151. Extension of credit for nonbusiness 

energy property. 
Sec. 152. Extension of second generation 

biofuel producer credit. 
Sec. 153. Extension of incentives for bio-

diesel and renewable diesel. 
Sec. 154. Extension of production credit for 

Indian coal facilities placed in 
service before 2009. 

Sec. 155. Extension of credits with respect to 
facilities producing energy 
from certain renewable re-
sources. 

Sec. 156. Extension of credit for energy-effi-
cient new homes. 

Sec. 157. Extension of special allowance for 
second generation biofuel plant 
property. 

Sec. 158. Extension of energy efficient com-
mercial buildings deduction. 

Sec. 159. Extension of special rule for sales 
or dispositions to implement 
FERC or State electric restruc-
turing policy for qualified elec-
tric utilities. 

Sec. 160. Extension of excise tax credits re-
lating to certain fuels. 

Sec. 161. Extension of credit for alternative 
fuel vehicle refueling property. 

Subtitle D—Extenders Relating to Multiem-
ployer Defined Benefit Pension Plans 

Sec. 171. Extension of automatic extension 
of amortization periods. 

Sec. 172. Extension of shortfall funding 
method and endangered and 
critical rules. 

TITLE II—TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 

Sec. 201. Short title. 
Sec. 202. Amendments relating to American 

Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. 
Sec. 203. Amendment relating to Middle 

Class Tax Relief and Job Cre-
ation Act of 2012. 

Sec. 204. Amendment relating to FAA Mod-
ernization and Reform Act of 
2012. 

Sec. 205. Amendments relating to Regulated 
Investment Company Mod-
ernization Act of 2010. 

Sec. 206. Amendments relating to Tax Re-
lief, Unemployment Insurance 
Reauthorization, and Job Cre-
ation Act of 2010. 

Sec. 207. Amendments relating to Creating 
Small Business Jobs Act of 2010. 

Sec. 208. Clerical amendment relating to 
Hiring Incentives to Restore 
Employment Act. 

Sec. 209. Amendments relating to American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Tax Act of 2009. 

Sec. 210. Amendments relating to Energy 
Improvement and Extension 
Act of 2008. 

Sec. 211. Amendments relating to Tax Ex-
tenders and Alternative Min-
imum Tax Relief Act of 2008. 

Sec. 212. Clerical amendments relating to 
Housing Assistance Tax Act of 
2008. 

Sec. 213. Amendments and provision relating 
to Heroes Earnings Assistance 
and Relief Tax Act of 2008. 

Sec. 214. Amendments relating to Economic 
Stimulus Act of 2008. 

Sec. 215. Amendments relating to Tax Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2007. 

Sec. 216. Amendment relating to Tax Relief 
and Health Care Act of 2006. 

Sec. 217. Amendment relating to Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act of 
2005: A Legacy for Users. 

Sec. 218. Amendments relating to Energy 
Tax Incentives Act of 2005. 

Sec. 219. Amendments relating to American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004. 

Sec. 220. Other clerical corrections. 
Sec. 221. Deadwood provisions. 

TITLE III—JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
TAXATION 

Sec. 301. Increased refund and credit thresh-
old for Joint Committee on 
Taxation review of C corpora-
tion return. 

TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 

Sec. 401. Budgetary effects. 
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TITLE I—CERTAIN EXPIRING PROVISIONS 

Subtitle A—Individual Tax Extenders 
SEC. 101. EXTENSION OF DEDUCTION FOR CER-

TAIN EXPENSES OF ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACH-
ERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 62(a)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘or 2013’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2013, or 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF EXCLUSION FROM 

GROSS INCOME OF DISCHARGE OF 
QUALIFIED PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE 
INDEBTEDNESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (E) of sec-
tion 108(a)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to indebted-
ness discharged after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 103. EXTENSION OF PARITY FOR EMPLOYER- 

PROVIDED MASS TRANSIT AND 
PARKING BENEFITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
132(f) is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 
2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to months 
after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF MORTGAGE INSURANCE 

PREMIUMS TREATED AS QUALIFIED 
RESIDENCE INTEREST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subclause (I) of section 
163(h)(3)(E)(iv) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or accrued after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 105. EXTENSION OF DEDUCTION OF STATE 

AND LOCAL GENERAL SALES TAXES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (I) of sec-

tion 164(b)(5) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 106. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CAPITAL GAIN 
REAL PROPERTY MADE FOR CON-
SERVATION PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (vi) of section 
170(b)(1)(E) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) CONTRIBUTIONS BY CERTAIN CORPORATE 
FARMERS AND RANCHERS.—Clause (iii) of sec-
tion 170(b)(2)(B) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 107. EXTENSION OF ABOVE-THE-LINE DE-

DUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TUITION 
AND RELATED EXPENSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section 
222 is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 108. EXTENSION OF TAX-FREE DISTRIBU-

TIONS FROM INDIVIDUAL RETIRE-
MENT PLANS FOR CHARITABLE PUR-
POSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (F) of sec-
tion 408(d)(8) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2013. 

Subtitle B—Business Tax Extenders 
SEC. 111. EXTENSION OF RESEARCH CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
41(h) is amended by striking ‘‘paid or in-
curred’’ and all that follows and inserting 
‘‘paid or incurred after December 31, 2014.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (D) of section 45C(b)(1) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(D) SPECIAL RULE.—If section 41 is not in 
effect for any period, such section shall be 
deemed to remain in effect for such period 
for purposes of this paragraph.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or incurred after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 112. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY MINIMUM 

LOW-INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT 
RATE FOR NON-FEDERALLY SUB-
SIDIZED BUILDINGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 42(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2014. 
SEC. 113. EXTENSION OF MILITARY HOUSING AL-

LOWANCE EXCLUSION FOR DETER-
MINING WHETHER A TENANT IN 
CERTAIN COUNTIES IS LOW-INCOME. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section 
3005 of the Housing Assistance Tax Act of 
2008 is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘January 
1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the enactment of section 3005 of 
the Housing Assistance Tax Act of 2008. 
SEC. 114. EXTENSION OF INDIAN EMPLOYMENT 

TAX CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 

45A is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 115. EXTENSION OF NEW MARKETS TAX 

CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (G) of sec-

tion 45D(f)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘and 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘2013, and 2014’’. 

(b) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED LIMITATION.— 
Paragraph (3) of section 45D(f) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2018’’ and inserting ‘‘2019’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to calendar 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 116. EXTENSION OF RAILROAD TRACK MAIN-

TENANCE CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 

45G is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ 
and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to expendi-
tures paid or incurred in taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 117. EXTENSION OF MINE RESCUE TEAM 

TRAINING CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section 

45N is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 118. EXTENSION OF EMPLOYER WAGE CRED-

IT FOR EMPLOYEES WHO ARE AC-
TIVE DUTY MEMBERS OF THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 
45P is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to payments 
made after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 119. EXTENSION OF WORK OPPORTUNITY 

TAX CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 

51(c) is amended by striking ‘‘for the em-

ployer’’ and all that follows and inserting 
‘‘for the employer after December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to individ-
uals who begin work for the employer after 
December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 120. EXTENSION OF QUALIFIED ZONE ACAD-

EMY BONDS. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Paragraph (1) of section 

54E(c) is amended by striking ‘‘and 2013’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2013, and 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to obliga-
tions issued after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 121. EXTENSION OF CLASSIFICATION OF 

CERTAIN RACE HORSES AS 3-YEAR 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 
168(e)(3)(A) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ in sub-
clause (I) and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’, 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ in sub-
clause (II) and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 122. EXTENSION OF 15-YEAR STRAIGHT-LINE 

COST RECOVERY FOR QUALIFIED 
LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, 
QUALIFIED RESTAURANT BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS, AND 
QUALIFIED RETAIL IMPROVEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clauses (iv), (v), and (ix) 
of section 168(e)(3)(E) are each amended by 
striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and inserting 
‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 123. EXTENSION OF 7-YEAR RECOVERY PE-

RIOD FOR MOTORSPORTS ENTER-
TAINMENT COMPLEXES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 168(i)(15) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 124. EXTENSION OF ACCELERATED DEPRE-

CIATION FOR BUSINESS PROPERTY 
ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (8) of section 
168(j) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 125. EXTENSION OF BONUS DEPRECIATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
168(k) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ in sub-
paragraph (A)(iv) and inserting ‘‘January 1, 
2016’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) SPECIAL RULE FOR FEDERAL LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS.—Clause (ii) of section 460(c)(6)(B) 
is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014 
(January 1, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 
2015 (January 1, 2016’’. 

(c) EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO ACCELERATE 
THE AMT CREDIT IN LIEU OF BONUS DEPRECIA-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subclause (II) of section 
168(k)(4)(D)(iii) is amended by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(2) ROUND 4 EXTENSION PROPERTY.—Para-
graph (4) of section 168(k) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(K) SPECIAL RULES FOR ROUND 4 EXTENSION 
PROPERTY.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of round 4 ex-
tension property, in applying this paragraph 
to any taxpayer— 

‘‘(I) the limitation described in subpara-
graph (B)(i) and the business credit increase 
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amount under subparagraph (E)(iii) thereof 
shall not apply, and 

‘‘(II) the bonus depreciation amount, max-
imum amount, and maximum increase 
amount shall be computed separately from 
amounts computed with respect to eligible 
qualified property which is not round 4 ex-
tension property. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(I) A taxpayer who has an election in ef-

fect under this paragraph for round 3 exten-
sion property shall be treated as having an 
election in effect for round 4 extension prop-
erty unless the taxpayer elects to not have 
this paragraph apply to round 4 extension 
property. 

‘‘(II) A taxpayer who does not have an elec-
tion in effect under this paragraph for round 
3 extension property may elect to have this 
paragraph apply to round 4 extension prop-
erty. 

‘‘(iii) ROUND 4 EXTENSION PROPERTY.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘round 4 extension property’ means property 
which is eligible qualified property solely by 
reason of the extension of the application of 
the special allowance under paragraph (1) 
pursuant to the amendments made by sec-
tion 125(a) of the Tax Increase Prevention 
Act of 2014 (and the application of such ex-
tension to this paragraph pursuant to the 
amendment made by section 125(c) of such 
Act).’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The heading for subsection (k) of sec-

tion 168 is amended by striking ‘‘JANUARY 1, 
2014’’ and inserting ‘‘JANUARY 1, 2015’’. 

(2) The heading for clause (ii) of section 
168(k)(2)(B) is amended by striking ‘‘PRE-JAN-
UARY 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘PRE-JANUARY 1, 
2015’’. 

(3) Subparagraph (C) of section 168(n)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(4) Subparagraph (D) of section 1400L(b)(2) 
is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(5) Subparagraph (B) of section 1400N(d)(3) 
is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013, in 
taxable years ending after such date. 
SEC. 126. EXTENSION OF ENHANCED CHARI-

TABLE DEDUCTION FOR CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF FOOD INVENTORY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iv) of section 
170(e)(3)(C) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 127. EXTENSION OF INCREASED EXPENSING 

LIMITATIONS AND TREATMENT OF 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY AS SEC-
TION 179 PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) DOLLAR LIMITATION.—Section 179(b)(1) is 

amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘beginning in 2010, 2011, 

2012, or 2013’’ in subparagraph (B) and insert-
ing ‘‘beginning after 2009 and before 2015’’, 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘2013’’ in subparagraph (C) 
and inserting ‘‘2014’’. 

(2) REDUCTION IN LIMITATION.—Section 
179(b)(2) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘beginning in 2010, 2011, 
2012, or 2013’’ in subparagraph (B) and insert-
ing ‘‘beginning after 2009 and before 2015’’, 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘2013’’ in subparagraph (C) 
and inserting ‘‘2014’’. 

(b) COMPUTER SOFTWARE.—Section 
179(d)(1)(A)(ii) is amended by striking ‘‘2014’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2015’’. 

(c) ELECTION.—Section 179(c)(2) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2014’’ and inserting ‘‘2015’’. 

(d) SPECIAL RULES FOR TREATMENT OF 
QUALIFIED REAL PROPERTY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 179(f)(1) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘beginning in 2010, 2011, 2012, 
or 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘beginning after 2009 
and before 2015’’. 

(2) CARRYOVER LIMITATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 179(f)(4) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2013’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘2014’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
of subparagraph (C) of section 179(f)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2011 AND 2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2011, 2012, AND 2013’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 128. EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO EXPENSE 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 

179E is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 129. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL EXPENSING 

RULES FOR CERTAIN FILM AND TEL-
EVISION PRODUCTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 
181 is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to produc-
tions commencing after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 130. EXTENSION OF DEDUCTION ALLOW-

ABLE WITH RESPECT TO INCOME AT-
TRIBUTABLE TO DOMESTIC PRO-
DUCTION ACTIVITIES IN PUERTO 
RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 199(d)(8) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘first 8 taxable years’’ and 
inserting ‘‘first 9 taxable years’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 131. EXTENSION OF MODIFICATION OF TAX 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PAYMENTS 
TO CONTROLLING EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iv) of section 
512(b)(13)(E) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to payments 
received or accrued after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 132. EXTENSION OF TREATMENT OF CER-

TAIN DIVIDENDS OF REGULATED IN-
VESTMENT COMPANIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (1)(C)(v) and 
(2)(C)(v) of section 871(k) are each amended 
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 133. EXTENSION OF RIC QUALIFIED INVEST-

MENT ENTITY TREATMENT UNDER 
FIRPTA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
897(h)(4)(A) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by 

this section shall take effect on January 1, 
2014. Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, such amendment shall not apply with 
respect to the withholding requirement 
under section 1445 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for any payment made before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) AMOUNTS WITHHELD ON OR BEFORE DATE 
OF ENACTMENT.—In the case of a regulated in-
vestment company— 

(A) which makes a distribution after De-
cember 31, 2013, and before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and 

(B) which would (but for the second sen-
tence of paragraph (1)) have been required to 
withhold with respect to such distribution 
under section 1445 of such Code, 

such investment company shall not be liable 
to any person to whom such distribution was 
made for any amount so withheld and paid 
over to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
SEC. 134. EXTENSION OF SUBPART F EXCEPTION 

FOR ACTIVE FINANCING INCOME. 
(a) EXEMPT INSURANCE INCOME.—Paragraph 

(10) of section 953(e) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and in-

serting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’, and 
(2) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and in-

serting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 
(b) SPECIAL RULE FOR INCOME DERIVED IN 

THE ACTIVE CONDUCT OF BANKING, FINANCING, 
OR SIMILAR BUSINESSES.—Paragraph (9) of 
section 954(h) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years of foreign corporations beginning after 
December 31, 2013, and to taxable years of 
United States shareholders with or within 
which any such taxable year of such foreign 
corporation ends. 
SEC. 135. EXTENSION OF LOOK-THRU TREAT-

MENT OF PAYMENTS BETWEEN RE-
LATED CONTROLLED FOREIGN COR-
PORATIONS UNDER FOREIGN PER-
SONAL HOLDING COMPANY RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 954(c)(6) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years of foreign corporations beginning after 
December 31, 2013, and to taxable years of 
United States shareholders with or within 
which such taxable years of foreign corpora-
tions end. 
SEC. 136. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY EXCLU-

SION OF 100 PERCENT OF GAIN ON 
CERTAIN SMALL BUSINESS STOCK. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 
1202(a) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and in-
serting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘AND 2013’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘2013, AND 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to stock ac-
quired after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 137. EXTENSION OF BASIS ADJUSTMENT TO 

STOCK OF S CORPORATIONS MAK-
ING CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
1367(a) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 138. EXTENSION OF REDUCTION IN S-COR-

PORATION RECOGNITION PERIOD 
FOR BUILT-IN GAINS TAX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 1374(d)(7) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘2012 or 2013’’ and inserting 
‘‘2012, 2013, or 2014’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘2012 AND 2013’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘2012, 2013, AND 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 139. EXTENSION OF EMPOWERMENT ZONE 

TAX INCENTIVES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 

1391(d)(1)(A) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN TERMINATION 
DATES SPECIFIED IN NOMINATIONS.—In the 
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case of a designation of an empowerment 
zone the nomination for which included a 
termination date which is contemporaneous 
with the date specified in subparagraph 
(A)(i) of section 1391(d)(1) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (as in effect before the 
enactment of this Act), subparagraph (B) of 
such section shall not apply with respect to 
such designation if, after the date of the en-
actment of this section, the entity which 
made such nomination amends the nomina-
tion to provide for a new termination date in 
such manner as the Secretary of the Treas-
ury (or the Secretary’s designee) may pro-
vide. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to periods 
after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 140. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCREASE 

IN LIMIT ON COVER OVER OF RUM 
EXCISE TAXES TO PUERTO RICO AND 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
7652(f) is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 
2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distilled 
spirits brought into the United States after 
December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 141. EXTENSION OF AMERICAN SAMOA ECO-

NOMIC DEVELOPMENT CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 

119 of division A of the Tax Relief and Health 
Care Act of 2006 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’, 

(2) by striking ‘‘first 8 taxable years’’ in 
paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘first 9 taxable 
years’’, and 

(3) by striking ‘‘first 2 taxable years’’ in 
paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘first 3 taxable 
years’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2013. 

Subtitle C—Energy Tax Extenders 
SEC. 151. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR NONBUSI-

NESS ENERGY PROPERTY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 

25C(g) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 152. EXTENSION OF SECOND GENERATION 

BIOFUEL PRODUCER CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 

40(b)(6)(J) is amended by striking ‘‘January 
1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to qualified 
second generation biofuel production after 
December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 153. EXTENSION OF INCENTIVES FOR BIO-

DIESEL AND RENEWABLE DIESEL. 
(a) CREDITS FOR BIODIESEL AND RENEWABLE 

DIESEL USED AS FUEL.—Subsection (g) of sec-
tion 40A is amended by striking ‘‘December 
31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to fuel sold 
or used after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 154. EXTENSION OF PRODUCTION CREDIT 

FOR INDIAN COAL FACILITIES 
PLACED IN SERVICE BEFORE 2009. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 45(e)(10) is amended by striking ‘‘8-year 
period’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘9-year period’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to coal pro-
duced after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 155. EXTENSION OF CREDITS WITH RESPECT 

TO FACILITIES PRODUCING ENERGY 
FROM CERTAIN RENEWABLE RE-
SOURCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following provisions 
of section 45(d) are each amended by striking 

‘‘January 1, 2014’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’: 

(1) Paragraph (1). 
(2) Paragraph (2)(A). 
(3) Paragraph (3)(A). 
(4) Paragraph (4)(B). 
(5) Paragraph (6). 
(6) Paragraph (7). 
(7) Paragraph (9). 
(8) Paragraph (11)(B). 
(b) EXTENSION OF ELECTION TO TREAT 

QUALIFIED FACILITIES AS ENERGY PROP-
ERTY.—Clause (ii) of section 48(a)(5)(C) is 
amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 2014’’ and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1, 2014. 
SEC. 156. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR ENERGY- 

EFFICIENT NEW HOMES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 

45L is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to homes 
acquired after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 157. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL ALLOWANCE 

FOR SECOND GENERATION BIOFUEL 
PLANT PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 168(l)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 158. EXTENSION OF ENERGY EFFICIENT 

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS DEDUC-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (h) of section 
179D is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 159. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR 

SALES OR DISPOSITIONS TO IMPLE-
MENT FERC OR STATE ELECTRIC RE-
STRUCTURING POLICY FOR QUALI-
FIED ELECTRIC UTILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 
451(i) is amended by striking ‘‘January 1, 
2014’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2015’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to disposi-
tions after December 31, 2013. 
SEC. 160. EXTENSION OF EXCISE TAX CREDITS 

RELATING TO CERTAIN FUELS. 
(a) EXCISE TAX CREDITS AND OUTLAY PAY-

MENTS FOR BIODIESEL AND RENEWABLE DIESEL 
FUEL MIXTURES.— 

(1) Paragraph (6) of section 6426(c) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (B) of section 6427(e)(6) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) EXTENSION OF ALTERNATIVE FUELS EX-
CISE TAX CREDITS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Sections 6426(d)(5) and 
6426(e)(3) are each amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 

(2) OUTLAY PAYMENTS FOR ALTERNATIVE 
FUELS.—Subparagraph (C) of section 
6427(e)(6) is amended by striking ‘‘December 
31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(c) EXTENSION OF ALTERNATIVE FUELS EX-
CISE TAX CREDITS RELATING TO LIQUEFIED 
HYDROGEN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Sections 6426(d)(5) and 
6426(e)(3), as amended by subsection (b), are 
each amended by striking ‘‘(September 30, 
2014 in the case of any sale or use involving 
liquefied hydrogen)’’. 

(2) OUTLAY PAYMENTS FOR ALTERNATIVE 
FUELS.—Paragraph (6) of section 6427(e) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘except as provided in sub-
paragraph (D), any’’ in subparagraph (C), as 
amended by this Act, and inserting ‘‘any’’, 

(B) by striking the comma at the end of 
subparagraph (C) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and 

(C) by striking subparagraph (D) and redes-
ignating subparagraph (E) as subparagraph 
(D). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to fuel sold or used after 
December 31, 2013. 

(2) LIQUEFIED HYDROGEN.—The amendments 
made by subsection (c) shall apply to fuel 
sold or used after September 30, 2014. 

(e) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN PERIODS 
DURING 2014.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, in the case of— 

(1) any biodiesel mixture credit properly 
determined under section 6426(c) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 for periods after De-
cember 31, 2013, and before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and 

(2) any alternative fuel credit properly de-
termined under section 6426(d) of such Code 
for such periods, 
such credit shall be allowed, and any refund 
or payment attributable to such credit (in-
cluding any payment under section 6427(e) of 
such Code) shall be made, only in such man-
ner as the Secretary of the Treasury (or the 
Secretary’s delegate) shall provide. Such 
Secretary shall issue guidance within 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
providing for a one-time submission of 
claims covering periods described in the pre-
ceding sentence. Such guidance shall provide 
for a 180-day period for the submission of 
such claims (in such manner as prescribed by 
such Secretary) to begin not later than 30 
days after such guidance is issued. Such 
claims shall be paid by such Secretary not 
later than 60 days after receipt. If such Sec-
retary has not paid pursuant to a claim filed 
under this subsection within 60 days after 
the date of the filing of such claim, the 
claim shall be paid with interest from such 
date determined by using the overpayment 
rate and method under section 6621 of such 
Code. 
SEC. 161. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR ALTER-

NATIVE FUEL VEHICLE REFUELING 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 
30C is amended by striking ‘‘placed in serv-
ice’’ and all that follows and inserting 
‘‘placed in service after December 31, 2014.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2013. 

Subtitle D—Extenders Relating to 
Multiemployer Defined Benefit Pension Plans 
SEC. 171. EXTENSION OF AUTOMATIC EXTENSION 

OF AMORTIZATION PERIODS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-

tion 431(d)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2015’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Subparagraph 
(C) of section 304(d)(1) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1084(d)(1)(C)) is amended by striking 
‘‘December 31, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2015’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to applica-
tions submitted under section 431(d)(1)(A) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and sec-
tion 304(d)(1)(C) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 after December 
31, 2014. 
SEC. 172. EXTENSION OF SHORTFALL FUNDING 

METHOD AND ENDANGERED AND 
CRITICAL RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 221(c) of the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006 are each amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2014’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2015’’. 
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(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 

(2) of section 221(c) of the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006 is amended by striking ‘‘January 
1, 2015’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2016’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2014. 

TITLE II—TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Tax Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 202. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO AMERICAN 

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT OF 2012. 
(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 

101(b).—Subclause (I) of section 642(b)(2)(C)(i) 
is amended by striking ‘‘section 
151(d)(3)(C)(iii)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
68(b)(1)(C)’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 102.— 
Clause (ii) of section 911(f)(2)(B) is amended 
by striking ‘‘described in section 1(h)(1)(B) 
shall be treated as a reference to such excess 
as determined’’ and inserting ‘‘described in 
section 1(h)(1)(B), and the reference in sec-
tion 55(b)(3)(C)(ii) to the excess described in 
section 1(h)(1)(C)(ii), shall each be treated as 
a reference to each such excess as deter-
mined’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
104.— 

(1) Clause (ii) of section 55(d)(4)(B) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (A), 
(B), and (D) of’’ before ‘‘paragraph (1)’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (C) of section 55(d)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘increase’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘increased amount’’. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
310.—Clause (iii) of section 6431(f)(3)(A) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘2011’’ and inserting ‘‘years 
after 2010’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘of such allocation’’ and in-
serting ‘‘of any such allocation’’. 

(e) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 331.— 
Clause (iii) of section 168(k)(4)(J) is amended 
by striking ‘‘any taxable year’’ and inserting 
‘‘its first taxable year’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the American 
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 to which they re-
late. 
SEC. 203. AMENDMENT RELATING TO MIDDLE 

CLASS TAX RELIEF AND JOB CRE-
ATION ACT OF 2012. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
7001.—Paragraph (1) of section 7001 of the 
Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation 
Act of 2012 is amended by striking ‘‘201(b)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘202(b)’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if 
included in section 7001 of the Middle Class 
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012. 
SEC. 204. AMENDMENT RELATING TO FAA MOD-

ERNIZATION AND REFORM ACT OF 
2012. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1107.—Section 4281 is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘SEC. 4281. SMALL AIRCRAFT ON NONESTAB-

LISHED LINES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The taxes imposed by 

sections 4261 and 4271 shall not apply to 
transportation by an aircraft having a max-
imum certificated takeoff weight of 6,000 
pounds or less, except when such aircraft is 
operated on an established line or when such 
aircraft is a jet aircraft. 

‘‘(b) MAXIMUM CERTIFICATED TAKEOFF 
WEIGHT.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘maximum certificated takeoff weight’ 
means the maximum such weight contained 
in the type certificate or airworthiness cer-
tificate. 

‘‘(c) SIGHTSEEING.—For purposes of this 
section, an aircraft shall not be considered 

as operated on an established line at any 
time during which such aircraft is being op-
erated on a flight the sole purpose of which 
is sightseeing. 

‘‘(d) JET AIRCRAFT.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘jet aircraft’ shall not in-
clude any aircraft which is a rotorcraft or 
propeller aircraft.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if 
included in section 1107 of the FAA Mod-
ernization and Reform Act of 2012. 
SEC. 205. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO REGU-

LATED INVESTMENT COMPANY MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2010. 

(a) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
101.— 

(1) Subsection (c) of section 101 of the Reg-
ulated Investment Company Modernization 
Act of 2010 is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ in para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and 
(3)’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) EXCISE TAX.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), for purposes of section 4982 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, para-
graphs (1) and (2) shall apply by substituting 
‘the 1-year periods taken into account under 
subsection (b)(1)(B) of such section with re-
spect to calendar years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2010’ for ‘taxable years beginning 
after the date of the enactment of this Act’. 

‘‘(B) ELECTION.—A regulated investment 
company may elect to apply subparagraph 
(A) by substituting ‘2011’ for ‘2010’. Such 
election shall be made at such time and in 
such form and manner as the Secretary of 
the Treasury (or the Secretary’s delegate) 
shall prescribe.’’. 

(2) The first sentence of paragraph (2) of 
section 852(c) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘and without regard to’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, without regard to’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, and without regard to 
any capital loss arising on the first day of 
the taxable year by reason of clauses (ii) and 
(iii) of section 1212(a)(3)(A)’’ before the pe-
riod at the end. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 304.— 
Paragraph (1) of section 855(a) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘on or’’ before ‘‘before’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
308.— 

(1) Paragraph (8) of section 852(b) is amend-
ed by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (G) and by striking subparagraphs 
(C) and (D) and inserting the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(C) POST-OCTOBER CAPITAL LOSS.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term ‘post-Octo-
ber capital loss’ means— 

‘‘(i) any net capital loss attributable to the 
portion of the taxable year after October 31, 
or 

‘‘(ii) if there is no such loss— 
‘‘(I) any net long-term capital loss attrib-

utable to such portion of the taxable year, or 
‘‘(II) any net short-term capital loss attrib-

utable to such portion of the taxable year. 
‘‘(D) LATE-YEAR ORDINARY LOSS.—For pur-

poses of this paragraph, the term ‘late-year 
ordinary loss’ means the sum of any post-Oc-
tober specified loss and any post-December 
ordinary loss. 

‘‘(E) POST-OCTOBER SPECIFIED LOSS.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘post- 
October specified loss’ means the excess (if 
any) of— 

‘‘(i) the specified losses (as defined in sec-
tion 4982(e)(5)(B)(ii)) attributable to the por-
tion of the taxable year after October 31, 
over 

‘‘(ii) the specified gains (as defined in sec-
tion 4982(e)(5)(B)(i)) attributable to such por-
tion of the taxable year. 

‘‘(F) POST-DECEMBER ORDINARY LOSS.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘post- 
December ordinary loss’ means the excess (if 
any) of— 

‘‘(i) the ordinary losses not described in 
subparagraph (E)(i) and attributable to the 
portion of the taxable year after December 
31, over 

‘‘(ii) the ordinary income not described in 
subparagraph (E)(ii) and attributable to such 
portion of the taxable year.’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (G) of section 852(b)(8), as 
so redesignated, is amended by striking ‘‘, 
(D)(i)(I), and (D)(ii)(I)’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
(E)’’. 

(3) The first sentence of paragraph (2) of 
section 852(c), as amended by subsection (a), 
is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘, and without regard to’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, without regard to’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, and with such other ad-
justments as the Secretary may prescribe’’ 
before the period at the end. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
402.— 

(1) Subparagraph (B) of section 4982(e)(6) is 
amended by inserting before the period at 
the end the following: ‘‘or which determines 
income by reference to the value of an item 
on the last day of the taxable year’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (A) of section 4982(e)(7) is 
amended by striking ‘‘such company’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘any net ordinary loss’’ 
and inserting ‘‘such company may elect to 
determine its ordinary income and net ordi-
nary loss (as defined in paragraph (2)(C)(ii)) 
for the calendar year without regard to any 
portion of any net ordinary loss’’. 

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO SEC-
TION 201.—Subparagraph (A) of section 
851(d)(2) is amended by inserting ‘‘of this 
paragraph’’ after ‘‘subparagraph (B)(i)’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall take effect as if included in the 
provision of the Regulated Investment Com-
pany Modernization Act of 2010 to which 
they relate. 

(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—In the case of an 
election by a regulated investment company 
under section 852(b)(8) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 with respect to any taxable 
year beginning before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, such company may treat 
the amendments made by paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (c) as not applying with re-
spect to any such election. 
SEC. 206. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TAX RE-

LIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
REAUTHORIZATION, AND JOB CRE-
ATION ACT OF 2010. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 103.— 
Clause (ii) of section 32(b)(3)(B) is amended 
by striking ‘‘in 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘after 
2009’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS RELATING TO 
SECTION 302.— 

(1) Paragraph (1) of section 2801(a) is 
amended by striking ‘‘(or, if greater, the 
highest rate of tax specified in the table ap-
plicable under section 2502(a) as in effect on 
the date)’’. 

(2) Subsection (f) of section 302 of the Tax 
Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthor-
ization, and Job Creation Act of 2010 is 
amended by striking ‘‘subsection’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
753.—Subparagraph (A) of section 1397B(b)(1) 
is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
clause (ii), by striking the period at the end 
of clause (iii) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by 
adding at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) the day after the date set forth in sec-
tion 1391(d)(1)(A)(i) were substituted for ‘Jan-
uary 1, 2010’ each place it appears.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
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included in the provisions of the Tax Relief, 
Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, 
and Job Creation Act of 2010 to which they 
relate. 
SEC. 207. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO CREATING 

SMALL BUSINESS JOBS ACT OF 2010. 
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 

2102.— 
(1) Subsection (h) of section 2102 of the Cre-

ating Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, and payee state-
ments required to be furnished,’’ after ‘‘in-
formation returns required to be filed’’. 

(2) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b), 
and subsection (c)(1)(C), of section 6722 are 
each amended by striking ‘‘the required fil-
ing date’’ and inserting ‘‘the date prescribed 
for furnishing such statement’’. 

(3) Subparagraph (B) of section 6722(c)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘filed’’ and inserting 
‘‘furnished’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the Creating 
Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 to which 
they relate. 
SEC. 208. CLERICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO 

HIRING INCENTIVES TO RESTORE 
EMPLOYMENT ACT. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 512.— 
Paragraph (1) of section 512(a) of the Hiring 
Incentives to Restore Employment Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘after paragraph (6)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘after paragraph (5)’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the Hiring Incen-
tives to Restore Employment Act to which it 
relates. 
SEC. 209. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO AMERICAN 

RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT TAX 
ACT OF 2009. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1003.—Paragraph (4) of section 24(d) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN YEARS.—In 
the case of any taxable year beginning after 
2008 and before 2018, paragraph (1)(B)(i) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘$3,000’ for 
‘$10,000’.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1004.—Paragraph (3) of section 25A(i) is 
amended by striking ‘‘Subsection (f)(1)(A) 
shall be applied’’ and inserting ‘‘For pur-
poses of determining the Hope Scholarship 
Credit, subsection (f)(1)(A) shall be applied’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
1008.— 

(1) Paragraph (6) of section 164(b) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraph (E) and by re-
designating subparagraphs (F) and (G) as 
subparagraphs (E) and (F), respectively. 

(2) Subparagraphs (E) and (F) of section 
164(b)(6), as so redesignated, are each amend-
ed by striking ‘‘This paragraph’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Subsection (a)(6)’’. 

(d) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1104.—Subparagraph (A) of section 48(d)(3) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or alternative min-
imum taxable income’’ after ‘‘includible in 
the gross income’’. 

(e) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
1141.— 

(1) Subsection (f) of section 30D is amend-
ed— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(determined without re-
gard to subsection (c))’’ before the period at 
the end of paragraph (1), and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘(determined without re-
gard to subsection (c))’’ before the period at 
the end of paragraph (2). 

(2) Paragraph (3) of section 30D(f) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: ‘‘For 
purposes of subsection (c), property to which 
this paragraph applies shall be treated as of 
a character subject to an allowance for de-
preciation.’’. 

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
1142.— 

(1) Subsection (b) of section 38 is amended 
by striking ‘‘plus’’ at the end of paragraph 
(35), by redesignating paragraph (36) as para-
graph (37), and by inserting after paragraph 
(35) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(36) the portion of the qualified plug-in 
electric vehicle credit to which section 
30(c)(1) applies, plus’’. 

(2)(A) Subsection (e) of section 30 is amend-
ed— 

(i) by inserting ‘‘(determined without re-
gard to subsection (c))’’ before the period at 
the end of paragraph (1), and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘(determined without re-
gard to subsection (c))’’ before the period at 
the end of paragraph (2). 

(B) Paragraph (3) of section 30(e) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: ‘‘For 
purposes of subsection (c), property to which 
this paragraph applies shall be treated as of 
a character subject to an allowance for de-
preciation.’’. 

(g) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1302.—Paragraph (3) of section 48C(b) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘as the qualified in-
vestment’’ after ‘‘The amount which is treat-
ed’’. 

(h) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 
1541.— 

(1) Paragraph (2) of section 853A(a) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘(determined after the 
application of this section)’’ before the 
comma at the end. 

(2) Subsection (a) of section 853A is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘with respect to credits’’ 
and inserting ‘‘with respect to some or all of 
the credits’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘(determined without re-
gard to this section and sections 54(c), 
54A(c)(1), 54AA(c)(1), and 1397E(c))’’ after 
‘‘credits allowable’’. 

(3) Subsection (b) of section 853A is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) EFFECT OF ELECTION.—If the election 
provided in subsection (a) is in effect with 
respect to any credits for any taxable year— 

‘‘(1) the regulated investment company— 
‘‘(A) shall not be allowed such credits, 
‘‘(B) shall include in gross income (as in-

terest) for such taxable year the amount 
which would have been so included with re-
spect to such credits had the application of 
this section not been elected, 

‘‘(C) shall include in earnings and profits 
the amount so included in gross income, and 

‘‘(D) shall be treated as making one or 
more distributions of money with respect to 
its stock equal to the amount of such credits 
on the date or dates (on or after the applica-
ble date for any such credit) during such tax-
able year (or following the close of the tax-
able year pursuant to section 855) selected 
by the company, and 

‘‘(2) each shareholder of such investment 
company shall— 

‘‘(A) be treated as receiving such share-
holder’s proportionate share of any distribu-
tion of money which is treated as made by 
such investment company under paragraph 
(1)(D), and 

‘‘(B) be allowed credits against the tax im-
posed by this chapter equal to the amount of 
such distribution, subject to the provisions 
of this title applicable to the credit in-
volved.’’. 

(4) Subsection (c) of section 853A is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS.—The 
amount treated as a distribution of money 
received by a shareholder under subsection 
(b)(2)(A) (and as credits allowed to such 
shareholder under subsection (b)(2)(B)) shall 
not exceed the amount so reported by the 
regulated investment company in a written 
statement furnished to such shareholder.’’. 

(5) Clause (ii) of section 853A(e)(1)(A) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘other than a qualified 

bond described in section 54AA(g)’’ after ‘‘as 
defined in section 54AA(d))’’. 

(i) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
2202.— 

(1) Subparagraph (A) of section 2202(b)(1) of 
division B of the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009 is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘political subdivision of a State,’’ after 
‘‘any State,’’. 

(2) Section 2202 of division B of the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) TREATMENT OF POSSESSIONS.— 
‘‘(1) PAYMENTS TO MIRROR CODE POSSES-

SIONS.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
pay to each possession of the United States 
with a mirror code tax system amounts 
equal to the loss to that possession by reason 
of credits allowed under subsection (a) with 
respect to taxable years beginning in 2009. 
Such amounts shall be determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury based on informa-
tion provided by the government of the re-
spective possession. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION WITH CREDIT ALLOWED 
AGAINST UNITED STATES INCOME TAXES.—No 
credit shall be allowed against United States 
income taxes for any taxable year under this 
section to any person to whom a credit is al-
lowed against taxes imposed by the posses-
sion by reason of the credit allowed under 
subsection (a) for such taxable year. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) POSSESSION OF THE UNITED STATES.— 

For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘possession of the United States’ includes the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

‘‘(B) MIRROR CODE TAX SYSTEM.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘mirror 
code tax system’ means, with respect to any 
possession of the United States, the income 
tax system of such possession if the income 
tax liability of the residents of such posses-
sion under such system is determined by ref-
erence to the income tax laws of the United 
States as if such possession were the United 
States. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—For pur-
poses of section 1324(b)(2) of title 31, United 
States Code, the payments under this sub-
section shall be treated in the same manner 
as a refund due from the credit allowed 
under section 36A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (as added by this Act).’’. 

(j) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 1131.— 

Paragraph (2) of section 45Q(d) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘shall establish’’ and inserting 
‘‘Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the Secretary of Energy, and 
the Secretary of the Interior, shall estab-
lish’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 1141.— 
Paragraph (37) of section 1016(a) is amended 
by striking ‘‘section 30D(e)(4)’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 30D(f)(1)’’. 

(3) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 3001.— 
Subparagraph (A) of section 3001(a)(14) of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 is amended by striking ‘‘is amended by 
redesignating paragraph (9) as paragraph 
(10)’’ and inserting ‘‘, as amended by this 
Act, is amended by redesignating paragraphs 
(9) and (10) as paragraphs (10) and (11), re-
spectively,’’. 

(k) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009 
to which they relate. 
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SEC. 210. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO ENERGY 

IMPROVEMENT AND EXTENSION ACT 
OF 2008. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 108.— 
Subparagraph (E) of section 45K(g)(2) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 45.—No 
credit shall be allowed with respect to any 
coke or coke gas which is produced using 
steel industry fuel (as defined in section 
45(c)(7)) as feedstock if a credit is allowed to 
any taxpayer under section 45 with respect 
to the production of such steel industry 
fuel.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 113.— 
Paragraph (1) of section 113(b) of the Energy 
Improvement and Extension Act of 2008 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) TRUST FUND.—The term ‘Trust Fund’ 
means the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund 
established under section 9501 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986.’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
306.— 

(1) Clause (ii) of section 168(i)(18)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘10 years’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘16 years’’. 

(2) Clause (ii) of section 168(i)(19)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘10 years’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘16 years’’. 

(d) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 308.— 
Clause (i) of section 168(m)(2)(B) is amended 
by striking ‘‘section 168(k)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subsection (k) (determined without regard 
to paragraph (4) thereof)’’. 

(e) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 402.— 
Subparagraph (A) of section 907(f)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘this subsection shall 
be applied’’ and all that follows through the 
period at the end and inserting the following: 
‘‘this subsection, as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of the enactment of the Energy 
Improvement and Extension Act of 2008, 
shall apply to unused oil and gas extraction 
taxes carried from such unused credit year 
to a taxable year beginning after December 
31, 2008.’’. 

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
403.— 

(1) Subsection (c) of section 1012 is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘FUNDS’’ in the heading for 
paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘REGULATED IN-
VESTMENT COMPANIES’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘FUND’’ in the heading for 
paragraph (2)(B), and 

(C) by striking ‘‘fund’’ each place it ap-
pears in paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘regu-
lated investment company’’. 

(2) Paragraph (1) of section 1012(d) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2010’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2011’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘an open-end fund’’ and in-
serting ‘‘a regulated investment company’’. 

(3) Paragraph (3) of section 1012(d) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) SEPARATE ACCOUNTS; ELECTION FOR 
TREATMENT AS SINGLE ACCOUNT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Rules similar to the 
rules of subsection (c)(2) shall apply for pur-
poses of this subsection. 

‘‘(B) AVERAGE BASIS METHOD.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), in the case of an elec-
tion under rules similar to the rules of sub-
section (c)(2)(B) with respect to stock held in 
connection with a dividend reinvestment 
plan, the average basis method is permissible 
with respect to all such stock without regard 
to the date of the acquisition of such 
stock.’’. 

(4) Subsection (g) of section 6045 is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN STOCK HELD 
IN CONNECTION WITH DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT 
PLAN.—For purposes of this subsection, stock 

acquired before January 1, 2012, in connec-
tion with a dividend reinvestment plan shall 
be treated as stock described in clause (ii) of 
paragraph (3)(C) (unless the broker with re-
spect to such stock elects not to have this 
paragraph apply with respect to such 
stock).’’. 

(g) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 108.— 

Paragraph (2) of section 45(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$3 amount’’ and inserting ‘‘$2 
amount’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 306.— 
(A) Paragraph (5) of section 168(b) is 

amended by striking ‘‘(2)(C)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(2)(D)’’. 

(B) The last sentence of section 
168(k)(4)(C)(i) is amended by striking 
‘‘(b)(2)(C)’’ and inserting ‘‘(b)(2)(D)’’. 

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Energy Im-
provement and Extension Act of 2008 to 
which they relate. 
SEC. 211. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TAX EX-

TENDERS AND ALTERNATIVE MIN-
IMUM TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2008. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 208.— 
Subsection (b) of section 208 of the Tax Ex-
tenders and Alternative Minimum Tax Relief 
Act of 2008 is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall take effect on January 1, 
2008. Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, such amendment shall not apply with 
respect to the withholding requirement 
under section 1445 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for any payment made before 
October 4, 2008. 

‘‘(2) AMOUNTS WITHHELD ON OR BEFORE DATE 
OF ENACTMENT.—In the case of a regulated in-
vestment company— 

‘‘(A) which makes a distribution after De-
cember 31, 2007, and before October 4, 2008, 
and 

‘‘(B) which would (but for the second sen-
tence of paragraph (1)) have been required to 
withhold with respect to such distribution 
under section 1445 of such Code, 

such investment company shall not be liable 
to any person to whom such distribution was 
made for any amount so withheld and paid 
over to the Secretary of the Treasury.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
305.—Paragraphs (7)(B) and (8)(D) of section 
168(e) are each amended by inserting ‘‘which 
is not qualified leasehold improvement prop-
erty’’ after ‘‘Property described in this para-
graph’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 706.— 
(A) Paragraph (2) of section 1033(h) is 

amended by inserting ‘‘is’’ before 
‘‘compulsorily’’. 

(B) Subclause (II) of section 172(b)(1)(F)(ii) 
is amended by striking ‘‘subsection 
(h)(3)(C)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
165(h)(3)(C)(i)’’. 

(C) The heading for paragraph (1) of section 
165(h) is amended by striking ‘‘$100’’ and in-
serting ‘‘DOLLAR’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 709.— 
Subsection (k) of section 143 is amended by 
redesignating the second paragraph (12) (re-
lating to special rules for residences de-
stroyed in Federally declared disasters) as 
paragraph (13). 

(3) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 712.— 
Section 712 of the Tax Extenders and Alter-
native Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008 is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 702(c)(1)(A)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 702(b)(1)(A)’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Tax Extend-
ers and Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act 
of 2008 to which they relate. 

SEC. 212. CLERICAL AMENDMENTS RELATING TO 
HOUSING ASSISTANCE TAX ACT OF 
2008. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
3002.—Paragraph (1) of section 42(b) is 
amended by striking ‘‘For purposes of this 
section, the term’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term’’. 
(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 

3081.—Clause (iv) of section 168(k)(4)(E) is 
amended by striking ‘‘adjusted minimum 
tax’’ and inserting ‘‘adjusted net minimum 
tax’’. 

(c) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
3092.—Subsection (b) of section 121 is amend-
ed by redesignating the second paragraph (4) 
(relating to exclusion of gain allocated to 
nonqualified use) as paragraph (5). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Housing As-
sistance Tax Act of 2008 to which they relate. 
SEC. 213. AMENDMENTS AND PROVISION RELAT-

ING TO HEROES EARNINGS ASSIST-
ANCE AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF 2008. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 106.— 
Paragraph (2) of section 106(c) of the Heroes 
Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 
2008 is amended by striking ‘‘substituting 
for’’ and inserting ‘‘substituting ‘June 17, 
2008’ for’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 114.— 
Paragraph (1) of section 125(h) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘(and shall not fail to be treated as 
an accident or health plan)’’ before ‘‘mere-
ly’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 110.— 

Subparagraph (B) of section 121(d)(12) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘of paragraph (9)’’ 
after ‘‘and (D)’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 301.— 
Paragraph (2) of section 877(e) is amended by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (A) or (B) of’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Heroes 
Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 
2008 to which they relate. 
SEC. 214. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO ECONOMIC 

STIMULUS ACT OF 2008. 
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 

101.—Paragraph (2) of section 6213(g) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘32, or 6428’’ in subpara-
graph (L) and inserting ‘‘or 32’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (O), by striking the period at the end 
of subparagraph (P) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, 
and by inserting after subparagraph (P) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(Q) an omission of a correct valid identi-
fication number required under section 
6428(h) (relating to 2008 recovery rebates for 
individuals) to be included on a return.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO SEC-
TION 103.—Subclause (IV) of section 
168(k)(2)(B)(i) is amended by striking 
‘‘clauses also apply’’ and inserting ‘‘clause 
also applies’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Economic 
Stimulus Act of 2008 to which they relate. 
SEC. 215. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TAX TECH-

NICAL CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2007. 
(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 

4(c).—Paragraph (1) of section 911(f) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
flush sentence: 
‘‘For purposes of this paragraph, the amount 
excluded under subsection (a) shall be re-
duced by the aggregate amount of any deduc-
tions or exclusions disallowed under sub-
section (d)(6) with respect to such excluded 
amount.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO SEC-
TION 11(g).—Clause (iv) of section 56(g)(4)(C) 
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is amended by striking ‘‘a cooperative de-
scribed in section 927(a)(4)’’ and inserting 
‘‘an organization to which part I of sub-
chapter T (relating to tax treatment of co-
operatives) applies which is engaged in the 
marketing of agricultural or horticultural 
products’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Tax Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2007 to which they 
relate. 
SEC. 216. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TAX RELIEF 

AND HEALTH CARE ACT OF 2006. 
(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 105.— 

Subparagraph (B) of section 45A(b)(1) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘If any portion of wages are taken into ac-
count under subsection (e)(1)(A) of section 51, 
the preceding sentence shall be applied by 
substituting ‘2-year period’ for ‘1-year pe-
riod’.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the Tax Relief 
and Health Care Act of 2006 to which it re-
lates. 
SEC. 217. AMENDMENT RELATING TO SAFE, AC-

COUNTABLE, FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT 
TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT OF 
2005: A LEGACY FOR USERS. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
11161.—Paragraph (1) of section 9503(b) is 
amended by inserting before the period at 
the end the following: ‘‘and taxes received 
under section 4081 shall be determined with-
out regard to tax receipts attributable to the 
rate specified in section 4081(a)(2)(C)’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act of 2005: A Legacy for Users to 
which it relates. 
SEC. 218. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO ENERGY 

TAX INCENTIVES ACT OF 2005. 
(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 

1341.—Subparagraph (B) of section 30B(h)(5) 
is amended by inserting ‘‘(determined with-
out regard to subsection (g))’’ before the pe-
riod at the end. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 
1342.—Paragraph (1) of section 30C(e) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) REDUCTION IN BASIS.—For purposes of 
this subtitle, the basis of any property for 
which a credit is allowable under subsection 
(a) shall be reduced by the amount of such 
credit so allowed (determined without regard 
to subsection (d)).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provision of the Energy Tax 
Incentives Act of 2005 to which it relates. 
SEC. 219. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO AMERICAN 

JOBS CREATION ACT OF 2004. 
(a) AMENDMENT RELATING TO SECTION 101.— 

Subsection (d) of section 101 of the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 199.—This 
subsection shall be applied without regard to 
any deduction allowable under section 199.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO SECTION 
102.—Paragraph (3) of section 199(b) is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘of a short taxable year 
or’’ after ‘‘in cases’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘AND DISPOSITIONS’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, DISPOSITIONS, AND SHORT TAXABLE 
YEARS’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO SEC-
TION 413.—Paragraph (7) of section 904(h) is 
amended by striking ‘‘as ordinary income 
under section 1246 or’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 

included in the provision of the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004 to which they re-
late. 
SEC. 220. OTHER CLERICAL CORRECTIONS. 

(a) Paragraph (8) of section 30B(h) is 
amended by striking ‘‘vehicle)., except that’’ 
and inserting ‘‘vehicle), except that’’. 

(b) Subparagraph (A) of section 38(c)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘credit credit’’ and in-
serting ‘‘credit’’. 

(c) Section 46 is amended by adding a 
comma at the end of paragraph (4). 

(d) Subparagraph (E) of section 50(a)(2) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, 48A(b)(3), 48B(b)(3), 
48C(b)(2), or 48D(b)(4)’’ after ‘‘in section 
48(b)’’. 

(e) Clause (i) of section 54A(d)(2)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘100 percent or more’’ 
and inserting ‘‘100 percent’’. 

(f) Paragraph (2) of section 125(b) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘statutory nontaxable bene-
fits’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘qualified benefits’’. 

(g) Paragraph (2) of section 125(h) is 
amended by striking ‘‘means, any’’ and in-
serting ‘‘means any’’. 

(h) Subparagraph (F) of section 163(h)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘Veterans Administra-
tion or the Rural Housing Administration’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Department of Veterans Af-
fairs or the Rural Housing Service’’. 

(i) Subsection (a) of section 249 is amended 
by striking ‘‘1563(a)(1)’’ and inserting 
‘‘1563(a)(1))’’. 

(j) Paragraphs (8) and (10) of section 280F(d) 
are each amended by striking ‘‘subsection 
(a)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’. 

(k) Clause (iii) of section 402A(c)(4)(E) is 
amended by striking ‘‘403(b)(7)(A)(i)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘403(b)(7)(A)(ii)’’. 

(l) Section 527 is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘(2 U.S.C. 432(e))’’ in sub-

section (h)(2)(A)(i) and inserting ‘‘(52 U.S.C. 
30102(e))’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘(2 U.S.C. 431 et seq.)’’ in 
subsections (i)(6) and (j)(5)(A) and inserting 
‘‘(52 U.S.C. 30101 et seq.)’’. 

(m) Subsection (b) of section 858 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘857(b)(8)’’ and inserting 
‘‘857(b)(9)’’. 

(n) Subparagraph (A) of section 1012(c)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 1012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘this section’’. 

(o) The heading for section 1394(f) is 
amended by striking ‘‘DESIGNATED UNDER 
SECTION 1391(g)’’. 

(p) Paragraphs (1) and (2)(A) of section 
1394(f) are each amended by striking ‘‘a new 
empowerment zone facility bond’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘an empowerment zone facility bond’’. 

(q) Clause (i) of section 1400N(c)(3)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 42(d)(5)(C)(iii)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 42(d)(5)(B)(iii)’’. 

(r) Subsections (e)(3)(B) and (f)(7)(B) of sec-
tion 4943 are each amended by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 1970’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 1971’’. 

(s) Paragraph (2) of section 4982(f) is 
amended by adding a comma at the end. 

(t) Paragraph (3) of section 6011(e) is 
amended by striking ‘‘shall require than’’ 
and inserting ‘‘shall require that’’. 

(u) Subsection (b) of section 6072 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘6011(e)(2)’’ and inserting 
‘‘6011(c)(2)’’. 

(v) Subsection (d) of section 6104 is amend-
ed by redesignating the second paragraph (6) 
(relating to disclosure of reports by the In-
ternal Revenue Service) and third paragraph 
(6) (relating to application to nonexempt 
charitable trusts and nonexempt private 
foundations) as paragraphs (7) and (8), re-
spectively. 

(w) Subsection (c) of section 6662A is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 6664(d)(2)(A)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 6664(d)(3)(A)’’. 

(x) Subparagraph (FF) of section 6724(d)(2) 
is amended by striking ‘‘section 6050W(c)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 6050W(f)’’. 

(y) Section 7122 is amended by redesig-
nating the second subsection (f) (relating to 
frivolous submissions, etc.) as subsection (g). 

(z) Subsection (a) of section 9035 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 320(b)(1)(A)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 315(b)(1)(A)’’. 

(aa) Section 9802 is amended by redesig-
nating the second subsection (f) (relating to 
genetic information of a fetus or embryo) as 
subsection (g). 

(bb) Paragraph (3) of section 13(e) of the 
Worker, Homeownership, and Business As-
sistance Act of 2009 is amended by striking 
‘‘subsection (d)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(c)’’. 

SEC. 221. DEADWOOD PROVISIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) ADJUSTMENTS IN TAX TABLES SO THAT IN-

FLATION WILL NOT RESULT IN TAX INCREASES.— 
Paragraph (7) of section 1(f) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(7) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN BRACKETS.— 
In prescribing tables under paragraph (1) 
which apply to taxable years beginning in a 
calendar year after 1994, the cost-of-living 
adjustment used in making adjustments to 
the dollar amounts at which the 36 percent 
rate bracket begins or at which the 39.6 per-
cent rate bracket begins shall be determined 
under paragraph (3) by substituting ‘1993’ for 
‘1992’.’’. 

(2) CERTAIN PLUG-IN ELECTRIC VEHICLES.— 
(A) Subpart B of part IV of subchapter A of 

chapter 1 is amended by striking section 30 
(and by striking the item relating to such 
section in the table of sections for such sub-
part). 

(B) Subsection (b) of section 38, as amended 
by section 209(f)(1) of this Act, is amended by 
inserting ‘‘plus’’ at the end of paragraph (35), 
by striking paragraph (36), and by redesig-
nating paragraph (37) as paragraph (36). 

(C) Subclause (VI) of section 48C(c)(1)(A)(i) 
is amended by striking ‘‘, qualified plug-in 
electric vehicles (as defined by section 
30(d)),’’. 

(D) Section 1016(a) is amended by striking 
paragraph (25). 

(E) Section 6501(m) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 30(e)(6),’’. 

(3) EARNED INCOME CREDIT.— 
(A) Paragraph (1) of section 32(b) is amend-

ed— 
(i) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (C), 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the 

case of taxable years beginning after 1995:’’ 
in subparagraph (A) and moving the table 2 
ems to the left. 

(B) Subparagraph (B) of section 32(b)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘increased by’’ and all 
that follows and inserting ‘‘increased by 
$3,000.’’. 

(4) FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER CREDIT.—Section 
6213(g)(2), as amended by section 214(a)(2) of 
this Act, is amended by striking subpara-
graph (P). 

(5) MAKING WORK PAY CREDIT.— 
(A) Subpart C of part IV of subchapter A of 

chapter 1 is amended by striking section 36A 
(and by striking the item relating to such 
section in the table of sections for such sub-
part). 

(B) Subparagraph (A) of section 6211(b)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘, 36A’’. 

(C) Section 6213(g)(2) is amended by strik-
ing subparagraph (N). 

(6) GENERAL BUSINESS CREDITS.—Subsection 
(d) of section 38 is amended by striking para-
graph (3). 

(7) LOW-INCOME HOUSING CREDIT.—Subclause 
(I) of section 42(h)(3)(C)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘($1.50 for 2001)’’. 

(8) MINIMUM TAX CREDIT.— 
(A)(i) Section 53 is amended by striking 

subsections (e) and (f). 
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(ii) The amendment made by clause (i) 

striking subsection (f) of section 53 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 shall not be con-
strued to allow any tax abated by reason of 
section 53(f)(1) of such Code (as in effect be-
fore such amendment) to be included in the 
amount determined under section 53(b)(1) of 
such Code. 

(B) Paragraph (4) of section 6211(b)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘, 53(e)’’. 

(9) ADJUSTMENTS BASED ON ADJUSTED CUR-
RENT EARNINGS.—Clause (ii) of section 
56(g)(4)(F) is amended by striking ‘‘In the 
case of any taxable year beginning after De-
cember 31, 1992, clause’’ and inserting 
‘‘Clause’’. 

(10) ITEMS OF TAX PREFERENCE; DEPLE-
TION.—Paragraph (1) of section 57(a) is 
amended by striking ‘‘Effective with respect 
to taxable years beginning after December 
31, 1992, this’’ and inserting ‘‘This’’. 

(11) INTANGIBLE DRILLING COSTS.— 
(A) Clause (i) of section 57(a)(2)(E) is 

amended by striking ‘‘In the case of any tax-
able year beginning after December 31, 1992, 
this’’ and inserting ‘‘This’’. 

(B) Clause (ii) of section 57(a)(2)(E) is 
amended by striking ‘‘(30 percent in case of 
taxable years beginning in 1993)’’. 

(12) ENVIRONMENTAL TAX.— 
(A) Subchapter A of chapter 1 is amended 

by striking part VII (and by striking the 
item relating to such part in the table of 
parts for such subchapter). 

(B) Paragraph (2) of section 26(b) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraph (B). 

(C) Section 30A(c) is amended by striking 
paragraph (1) and by redesignating para-
graphs (2), (3), and (4) as paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (3), respectively. 

(D) Subsection (a) of section 164 is amended 
by striking paragraph (5). 

(E) Section 275(a) is amended by striking 
the last sentence. 

(F) Section 882(a)(1) is amended by striking 
‘‘, 59A’’. 

(G) Section 936(a)(3) is amended by striking 
subparagraph (A) and by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (B), (C), and (D) as subparagraphs 
(A), (B), and (C), respectively. 

(H) Section 1561(a) is amended— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-

graph (2), by striking ‘‘, and’’ at the end of 
paragraph (3) and inserting a period, and by 
striking paragraph (4), and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘, the amount specified in 
paragraph (3), and the amount specified in 
paragraph (4)’’ and inserting ‘‘and the 
amount specified in paragraph (3)’’. 

(I) Section 4611(e) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘section 59A, this section,’’ 

in paragraph (2)(B) and inserting ‘‘this sec-
tion’’, and 

(ii) in paragraph (3)(A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘section 59A,’’, and 
(II) by striking the comma after ‘‘rate)’’. 
(J) Section 6425(c)(1)(A) is amended by in-

serting ‘‘plus’’ at end of clause (i), by strik-
ing ‘‘plus’’ and inserting ‘‘over’’ at the end of 
clause (ii), and by striking clause (iii). 

(K) Section 6655 is amended— 
(i) in subsections (e)(2)(A)(i) and 

(e)(2)(B)(i), by striking ‘‘taxable income, al-
ternative minimum taxable income, and 
modified alternative minimum taxable in-
come’’ and inserting ‘‘taxable income and al-
ternative minimum taxable income’’, 

(ii) in subsection (e)(2)(B), by striking 
clause (iii), and 

(iii) in subsection (g)(1)(A), by inserting 
‘‘plus’’ at the end of clause (ii), by striking 
clause (iii), and by redesignating clause (iv) 
as clause (iii). 

(L) Section 9507(b)(1) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘59A,’’. 

(13) STANDARD DEDUCTION.— 

(A) So much of paragraph (1) of section 
63(c) as follows ‘‘the sum of—’’ is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(A) the basic standard deduction, and 
‘‘(B) the additional standard deduction.’’. 
(B) Subsection (c) of section 63 is amended 

by striking paragraphs (7), (8), and (9). 
(14) ANNUITIES; CERTAIN PROCEEDS OF EN-

DOWMENT AND LIFE INSURANCE CONTRACTS.— 
Section 72 is amended— 

(A) in subsection (c)(4), by striking ‘‘; ex-
cept that if such date was before January 1, 
1954, then the annuity starting date is Janu-
ary 1, 1954’’, and 

(B) in subsection (g)(3), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 1954, or’’ and ‘‘, whichever is later’’. 

(15) UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION.—Sec-
tion 85 is amended by striking subsection (c). 

(16) ACCIDENT AND HEALTH PLANS.—Section 
105(f) is amended by striking ‘‘or (d)’’. 

(17) FLEXIBLE SPENDING ARRANGEMENTS.— 
Section 106(c)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘Ef-
fective on and after January 1, 1997, gross’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Gross’’. 

(18) CERTAIN COMBAT ZONE COMPENSATION OF 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.—Subsection 
(c) of section 112 is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(after June 24, 1950)’’ in 
paragraph (2), and 

(B) by striking ‘‘such zone;’’ and all that 
follows in paragraph (3) and inserting ‘‘such 
zone.’’. 

(19) LEGAL SERVICE PLANS.— 
(A) Part III of subchapter B of chapter 1 is 

amended by striking section 120 (and by 
striking the item relating to such section in 
the table of sections for such subpart). 

(B)(i) Section 414(n)(3)(C) is amended by 
striking ‘‘120,’’. 

(ii) Section 414(t)(2) is amended by striking 
‘‘120,’’. 

(iii) Section 501(c) is amended by striking 
paragraph (20). 

(iv) Section 3121(a) is amended by striking 
paragraph (17). 

(v) Section 3231(e) is amended by striking 
paragraph (7). 

(vi) Section 3306(b) is amended by striking 
paragraph (12). 

(vii) Section 6039D(d)(1) is amended by 
striking ‘‘120,’’. 

(viii) Section 209(a)(14) of the Social Secu-
rity Act is amended— 

(I) by striking subparagraph (B), and 
(II) by striking ‘‘(14)(A)’’ and inserting 

‘‘(14)’’. 
(20) PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE.—Section 

121(b)(3) is amended— 
(A) by striking subparagraph (B), and 
(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘(A) 

IN GENERAL.—’’ and moving the text 2 ems to 
the left. 

(21) CERTAIN REDUCED UNIFORMED SERVICES 
RETIREMENT PAY.—Section 122(b)(1) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘after December 31, 1965,’’. 

(22) GREAT PLAINS CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAM.—Section 126(a) is amended by striking 
paragraph (6) and by redesignating para-
graphs (7), (8), (9), and (10) as paragraphs (6), 
(7), (8), and (9), respectively. 

(23) TREBLE DAMAGE PAYMENTS UNDER THE 
ANTITRUST LAW.—Section 162(g) is amended 
by striking the last sentence. 

(24) STATE LEGISLATORS’ TRAVEL EXPENSES 
AWAY FROM HOME.—Paragraph (4) of section 
162(h) is amended by striking ‘‘For taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 1980, 
this’’ and inserting ‘‘This’’. 

(25) INTEREST.— 
(A) Section 163 is amended— 
(i) by striking paragraph (6) of subsection 

(d), and 
(ii) by striking paragraph (5) of subsection 

(h). 
(B) Section 56(b)(1)(C) is amended by strik-

ing clause (ii) and by redesignating clauses 
(iii), (iv), and (v) as clauses (ii), (iii), and (iv), 
respectively. 

(26) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES.—Sec-
tion 164, as amended by section 209(c) of this 
Act, is amended by striking subsections 
(a)(6) and (b)(6). 

(27) DISASTER LOSSES.— 
(A) Subsection (h) of section 165 is amend-

ed by striking paragraph (3) and by redesig-
nating paragraphs (4) and (5) as paragraphs 
(3) and (4), respectively. 

(B) Paragraph (3) of section 165(h), as so re-
designated, is amended by striking ‘‘para-
graphs (2) and (3)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(2)’’. 

(C) Subsection (i) of section 165 is amend-
ed— 

(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘(as defined by clause (ii) of 

subsection (h)(3)(C))’’, and 
(II) by striking ‘‘(as defined by clause (i) of 

such subsection)’’, 
(ii) by striking ‘‘(as defined by subsection 

(h)(3)(C)(i)’’ in paragraph (4), and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(5) FEDERALLY DECLARED DISASTERS.—For 

purposes of this subsection— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘Federally de-

clared disaster’ means any disaster subse-
quently determined by the President of the 
United States to warrant assistance by the 
Federal Government under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act. 

‘‘(B) DISASTER AREA.—The term ‘disaster 
area’ means the area so determined to war-
rant such assistance.’’. 

(D) Section 1033(h)(3) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 165(h)(3)(C)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 165(i)(5)’’. 

(28) CHARITABLE, ETC., CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
GIFTS.—Section 170 is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (3) of subsection 
(b), 

(B) by striking paragraph (6) of subsection 
(e), and 

(C) by striking subsection (k). 
(29) AMORTIZABLE BOND PREMIUM.— 
(A) Subparagraph (B) of section 171(b)(1) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(B)(i) with reference to the amount pay-

able on maturity (or if it results in a smaller 
amortizable bond premium attributable to 
the period before the call date, with ref-
erence to the amount payable on the earlier 
call date), in the case of a bond described in 
subsection (a)(1), and 

‘‘(ii) with reference to the amount payable 
on maturity or on an earlier call date, in the 
case of a bond described in subsection 
(a)(2).’’. 

(B) Paragraphs (2) and (3)(B) of section 
171(b) are each amended by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(1)(B)(i)’’. 

(30) NET OPERATING LOSS CARRYBACKS, 
CARRYOVERS, AND CARRYFORWARDS.— 

(A) Section 172, as amended by section 
211(c)(1)(B) of this Act, is amended— 

(i) by striking subparagraphs (D), (H), (I), 
and (J) of subsection (b)(1) and by redesig-
nating subparagraphs (E), (F), and (G) as 
subparagraphs (D), (E), and (F), respectively, 
and 

(ii) by striking subsections (g) and (j) and 
by redesignating subsections (h), (i), and (k) 
as subsections (g), (h), and (i), respectively. 

(B) Each of the following provisions of sec-
tion 172 (as amended by section 211(c)(1)(B) of 
this Act and as redesignated by subpara-
graph (A)) are amended as follows: 

(i) By striking ‘‘ending after August 2, 
1989’’ in subsection (b)(1)(D)(i)(II). 

(ii) By striking ‘‘subsection (h)’’ in sub-
section (b)(1)(D)(ii) and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(g)’’. 

(iii) By striking ‘‘section 165(h)(3)(C)(i)’’ in 
subsection (b)(1)(E)(ii)(II) and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 165(i)(5)’’. 
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(iv) By striking ‘‘subsection (i)’’ and all 

that follows in the last sentence of sub-
section (b)(1)(E)(ii) and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(h)).’’. 

(v) By striking ‘‘subsection (i)’’ in sub-
section (b)(1)(F) and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(h)’’. 

(vi) By striking subparagraph (F) of para-
graph (2) of subsection (g). 

(vii) By striking ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(E)’’ 
each place it appears in subsection (g)(4) and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(D)’’. 

(viii) By striking the last sentence of sub-
section (h)(1). 

(ix) By striking ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(G)’’ each 
place it appears in subsection (h)(3) and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(F)’’. 

(C) Subsection (d) of section 56 is amended 
by striking paragraph (3). 

(D) Paragraph (5) of section 382(l) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraph (F) and by re-
designating subparagraphs (G) and (H) as 
subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively. 

(31) RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTAL EXPENDI-
TURES.—Subparagraph (A) of section 174(a)(2) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) WITHOUT CONSENT.—A taxpayer may, 
without the consent of the Secretary, adopt 
the method provided in this subsection for 
his first taxable year for which expenditures 
described in paragraph (1) are paid or in-
curred.’’. 

(32) AMORTIZATION OF CERTAIN RESEARCH 
AND EXPERIMENTAL EXPENDITURES.—Para-
graph (2) of section 174(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘beginning after December 31, 1953’’. 

(33) SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION EXPEND-
ITURES.—Paragraph (1) of section 175(d) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) WITHOUT CONSENT.—A taxpayer may, 
without the consent of the Secretary, adopt 
the method provided in this section for the 
taxpayer’s first taxable year for which ex-
penditures described in subsection (a) are 
paid or incurred.’’. 

(34) CLEAN-FUEL VEHICLES.— 
(A) Part VI of subchapter A of chapter 1 is 

amended by striking section 179A (and by 
striking the item relating to such section in 
the table of sections for such part). 

(B) Section 30C(e) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(7) REFERENCE.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, any reference to section 179A shall be 
treated as a reference to such section as in 
effect immediately before its repeal.’’. 

(C) Section 62(a) is amended by striking 
paragraph (14). 

(D) Section 263(a)(1) is amended by striking 
subparagraph (H). 

(E) Section 280F(a)(1) is amended by strik-
ing subparagraph (C). 

(F) Section 312(k)(3) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘179A,’’ each place it appears. 

(G) Section 1016(a) is amended by striking 
paragraph (24). 

(H) Section 1245(a) is amended by striking 
‘‘179A,’’ each place it appears in paragraphs 
(2)(C) and (3)(C). 

(35) QUALIFIED DISASTER EXPENSES.—Part 
VI of subchapter A of chapter 1 is amended 
by striking section 198A (and by striking the 
item relating to such section in the table of 
sections for such part). 

(36) ACTIVITIES NOT ENGAGED IN FOR PROF-
IT.—Section 183(e)(1) is amended by striking 
the last sentence. 

(37) DOMESTIC PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES.— 
(A) Subsection (a) of section 199 is amend-

ed— 
(i) by striking paragraph (2), 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) of paragraph (1) as paragraphs (1) and (2), 
respectively, and by moving paragraphs (1) 
and (2) (as so redesignated) 2 ems to the left, 
and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘ALLOWANCE OF DEDUC-
TION.—’’ and all that follows through ‘‘There 

shall be allowed’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(a) ALLOWANCE OF DEDUCTION.—There 
shall be allowed’’. 

(B) Paragraphs (2) and (6)(B) of section 
199(d) are each amended by striking 
‘‘(a)(1)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘(a)(2)’’. 

(38) RETIREMENT SAVINGS.— 
(A) Subparagraph (A) of section 219(b)(5) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The deductible amount 

is $5,000.’’. 
(B) Clause (ii) of section 219(b)(5)(B) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE AMOUNT.—For purposes of 

clause (i), the applicable amount is $1,000.’’. 
(C) Paragraph (5) of section 219(b) is 

amended by striking subparagraph (C) and 
by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (C). 

(D) Clause (ii) of section 219(g)(2)(A) is 
amended by striking ‘‘for a taxable year be-
ginning after December 31, 2006’’. 

(E) Section 219(g)(3)(B) is amended by 
striking clauses (i) and (ii) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(i) In the case of a taxpayer filing a joint 
return, $80,000. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of any other taxpayer 
(other than a married individual filing a sep-
arate return), $50,000.’’. 

(F) Paragraph (8) of section 219(g) is 
amended by striking ‘‘the dollar amount in 
the last row of the table contained in para-
graph (3)(B)(i), the dollar amount in the last 
row of the table contained in paragraph 
(3)(B)(ii), and the dollar amount contained in 
paragraph (7)(A),’’ and inserting ‘‘each of the 
dollar amounts in paragraphs (3)(B)(i), 
(3)(B)(ii), and (7)(A)’’. 

(39) REPORTS REGARDING QUALIFIED VOL-
UNTARY RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

(A) Section 219 is amended by striking 
paragraph (4) of subsection (f) and subsection 
(h). 

(B) Section 6652 is amended by striking 
subsection (g). 

(40) INTEREST ON EDUCATION LOANS.—Para-
graph (1) of section 221(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘shall not exceed’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘shall not exceed $2,500.’’. 

(41) DIVIDENDS RECEIVED ON CERTAIN PRE-
FERRED STOCK; AND DIVIDENDS PAID ON CER-
TAIN PREFERRED STOCK OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.— 

(A) Sections 244 and 247 are hereby re-
pealed, and the table of sections for part VIII 
of subchapter B of chapter 1 is amended by 
striking the items relating to sections 244 
and 247. 

(B) Paragraph (5) of section 172(d) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(5) COMPUTATION OF DEDUCTION FOR DIVI-
DENDS RECEIVED.—The deductions allowed by 
section 243 (relating to dividends received by 
corporations) and 245 (relating to dividends 
received from certain foreign corporations) 
shall be computed without regard to section 
246(b) (relating to limitation on aggregate 
amount of deductions).’’. 

(C) Paragraph (1) of section 243(c) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any divi-
dend received from a 20-percent owned cor-
poration, subsection (a)(1) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘80 percent’ for ‘70 percent’.’’. 

(D) Section 243(d) is amended by striking 
paragraph (4). 

(E) Section 246 is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘, 244,’’ in subsection (a)(1), 
(ii) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘sections 243(a)(1), 244(a),’’ 

and inserting ‘‘section 243(a)(1)’’, 
(II) by striking ‘‘244(a),’’ the second place 

it appears, and 
(III) by striking ‘‘subsection (a) or (b) of 

section 245, and 247,’’ and inserting ‘‘and sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 245,’’, and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘, 244,’’ in subsection (c)(1). 

(F) Section 246A is amended by striking ‘‘, 
244,’’ both places it appears in subsections (a) 
and (e). 

(G) Sections 263(g)(2)(B)(iii), 277(a), 
301(e)(2), 469(e)(4), 512(a)(3)(A), subparagraphs 
(A), (C), and (D) of section 805(a)(4), 805(b)(5), 
812(e)(2)(A), 815(c)(2)(A)(iii), 832(b)(5), 
833(b)(3)(E), and 1059(b)(2)(B) are each amend-
ed by striking ‘‘, 244,’’ each place it appears. 

(H) Section 1244(c)(2)(C) is amended by 
striking ‘‘244,’’. 

(I) Section 805(a)(4)(B) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘, 244(a),’’ each place it appears. 

(J) Section 810(c)(2)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘244 (relating to dividends on cer-
tain preferred stock of public utilities),’’. 

(K) The amendments made by this para-
graph shall not apply to preferred stock 
issued before October 1, 1942 (determined in 
the same manner as under section 247 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as in effect be-
fore its repeal by such amendments). 

(42) ORGANIZATION EXPENSES.—Section 
248(c) is amended by striking ‘‘beginning 
after December 31, 1953,’’ and by striking the 
last sentence. 

(43) BOND REPURCHASE PREMIUM.—Section 
249(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘, in the case 
of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness 
issued after February 28, 1913,’’. 

(44) AMOUNT OF GAIN WHERE LOSS PRE-
VIOUSLY DISALLOWED.—Section 267(d) is 
amended by striking ‘‘(or by reason of sec-
tion 24(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1939)’’ in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘after 
December 31, 1953,’’ in paragraph (2), by 
striking the second sentence, and by striking 
‘‘or by reason of section 118 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1939’’ in the last sentence. 

(45) ACQUISITIONS MADE TO EVADE OR AVOID 
INCOME TAX.—Paragraphs (1) and (2) of sec-
tion 269(a) are each amended by striking ‘‘or 
acquired on or after October 8, 1940,’’. 

(46) MEALS AND ENTERTAINMENT.—Para-
graph (3) of section 274(n) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—’’, 
(B) by striking ‘‘substituting ‘the applica-

ble percentage’ for’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
stituting ‘80 percent’ for’’, and 

(C) by striking subparagraph (B). 
(47) INTEREST ON INDEBTEDNESS INCURRED 

BY CORPORATIONS TO ACQUIRE STOCK OR AS-
SETS OF ANOTHER CORPORATION.— 

(A) Section 279 is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘after December 31, 1967,’’ in 

subsection (a)(2), 
(ii) by striking ‘‘after October 9, 1969,’’ in 

subsection (b), 
(iii) by striking ‘‘after October 9, 1969, and’’ 

in subsection (d)(5), and 
(iv) by striking subsection (i) and redesig-

nating subsection (j) as subsection (i). 
(B) The amendments made by this para-

graph shall not— 
(i) apply to obligations issued on or before 

October 9, 1969 (determined in the same man-
ner as under section 279 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 as in effect before such 
amendments), and 

(ii) be construed to require interest on ob-
ligations issued on or before December 31, 
1967, to be taken into account under section 
279(a)(2) of such Code (as in effect after such 
amendments). 

(48) BANK HOLDING COMPANIES.— 
(A) Clause (iii) of section 304(b)(3)(D) is re-

pealed. 
(B) The heading of subparagraph (D) of sec-

tion 304(b)(3) is amended by striking ‘‘AND 
SPECIAL RULE’’. 

(49) EFFECT ON EARNINGS AND PROFITS.— 
Subsection (d) of section 312 is amended by 
striking paragraph (2) and redesignating 
paragraph (3) as paragraph (2). 

(50) DISQUALIFIED STOCK.—Paragraph (3) of 
section 355(d) is amended by striking ‘‘after 
October 9, 1990, and’’ each place it appears. 
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(51) BASIS TO CORPORATIONS.—Section 362 is 

amended by striking ‘‘on or after June 22, 
1954’’ in subsection (a) and by striking ‘‘, on 
or after June 22, 1954,’’ each place it appears 
in subsection (c). 

(52) TEMPORARY WAIVER OF MINIMUM RE-
QUIRED DISTRIBUTION.—Section 401(a)(9) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (H). 

(53) INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS.— 
Clause (i) of section 408(p)(2)(E) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(ii), the applicable amount is 
$10,000.’’. 

(54) TAX CREDIT EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP 
PLANS.—Section 409 is amended by striking 
subsection (q). 

(55) CATCH-UP CONTRIBUTIONS.—Clauses (i) 
and (ii) of section 414(v)(2)(B) are amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(i) In the case of an applicable employer 
plan other than a plan described in section 
401(k)(11) or 408(p), the applicable dollar 
amount is $5,000. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of an applicable employer 
plan described in section 401(k)(11) or 408(p), 
the applicable dollar amount is $2,500.’’. 

(56) EMPLOYEE STOCK PURCHASE PLANS.— 
Section 423(a) is amended by striking ‘‘after 
December 31, 1963,’’. 

(57) PENSION RELATED TRANSITION RULES.— 
(A) Section 402(g)(1)(B) is amended by 

striking ‘‘shall be’’ and all that follows and 
inserting ‘‘is $15,000.’’. 

(B)(i) Subparagraph (D) of section 417(e)(3) 
is amended— 

(I) by striking clauses (ii) and (iii), 
(II) by striking ‘‘if—’’ and all that follows 

through ‘‘section 430(h)(2)(D)’’ and inserting 
‘‘if section 430(h)(2)(D)’’, and 

(III) by striking ‘‘described in such sec-
tion,’’ and inserting ‘‘described in such sec-
tion.’’. 

(ii) Clause (iii) of section 205(g)(3)(B) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1055(g)(3)(B)) is amended— 

(I) by striking subclauses (II) and (III), 
(II) by striking ‘‘if—’’ and all that follows 

through ‘‘section 303(h)(2)(D)’’ and inserting 
‘‘if section 303(h)(2)(D)’’, and 

(III) by striking ‘‘described in such sec-
tion,’’ and inserting ‘‘described in such sec-
tion.’’. 

(C)(i) Paragraph (5) of section 430(c) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (B) and 
by striking ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—’’. 

(ii) Paragraph (5) of section 303(c) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1083(c)) is amended by strik-
ing subparagraph (B) and by striking ‘‘(A) IN 
GENERAL.—’’. 

(D)(i) Paragraph (2) of section 430(h) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (G). 

(ii) Paragraph (2) of section 303(h) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1083(h)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (G). 

(E)(i) Paragraph (3) of section 436(j), as 
added by section 113(a)(1)(B) of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006, is amended by strik-
ing subparagraphs (B) and (C) and by strik-
ing ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—’’. 

(ii) Subparagraph (C) of section 206(g)(9) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1056(g)(9)) is amended 
by striking clauses (ii) and (iii) and by strik-
ing ‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—’’. 

(F)(i) Section 436(j) is amended by striking 
the paragraph (3) added by section 203(a)(2) of 
the Preservation of Access to Care for Medi-
care Beneficiaries and Pension Relief Act of 
2010. 

(ii) Section 206(g)(9) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1056(g)(9)) is amended by striking sub-
paragraph (D). 

(G)(i) Section 436 is amended by striking 
subsection (m). 

(ii) Section 206(g) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1056(g)) is amended by striking paragraph 
(11). 

(H) Section 457(e)(15)(A) is amended by 
striking ‘‘shall be’’ and all that follows and 
inserting ‘‘is $15,000.’’. 

(58) LIMITATION ON DEDUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN 
FARMING.— 

(A) Section 464 is amended by striking 
‘‘any farming syndicate (as defined in sub-
section (c))’’ both places it appears in sub-
sections (a) and (b) and inserting ‘‘any tax-
payer to whom subsection (d) applies’’. 

(B)(i) Subsection (c) of section 464 is here-
by moved to the end of section 461 and redes-
ignated as subsection (j). 

(ii) Such subsection (j) is amended— 
(I) by striking ‘‘For purposes of this sec-

tion’’ in paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘For 
purposes of subsection (i)(4)’’, and 

(II) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(3) FARMING.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘farming’ has the meaning 
given to such term by section 464(e). 

‘‘(4) LIMITED ENTREPRENEUR.—For purposes 
of this subsection, the term ‘limited entre-
preneur’ means a person who— 

‘‘(A) has an interest in an enterprise other 
than as a limited partner, and 

‘‘(B) does not actively participate in the 
management of such enterprise.’’. 

(iii) Paragraph (4) of section 461(i) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 464(c)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (j)’’. 

(C) Section 464 is amended— 
(i) by striking subsections (e) and (g) and 

redesignating subsections (d) and (f) as sub-
sections (c) and (d), respectively, and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(e) FARMING.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘farming’ means the cultiva-
tion of land or the raising or harvesting of 
any agricultural or horticultural commodity 
including the raising, shearing, feeding, car-
ing for, training, and management of ani-
mals. For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, trees (other than trees bearing fruit or 
nuts) shall not be treated as an agricultural 
or horticultural commodity.’’. 

(D) Subsection (d) of section 464 of such 
Code (as redesignated by subparagraph (C)) is 
amended— 

(i) by striking paragraph (1) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) as para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3), respectively, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B) TO 
APPLY TO’’ in the heading. 

(E) Subparagraph (A) of section 58(a)(2) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 464(c)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 461(j)’’. 

(59) DEDUCTIONS LIMITED TO AMOUNT AT 
RISK.—Subparagraph (A) of section 465(c)(3) 
is amended by striking ‘‘In the case of tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 1978, 
this’’ and inserting ‘‘This’’. 

(60) PASSIVE ACTIVITY LOSSES AND CREDITS 
LIMITED.— 

(A) Section 469 is amended by striking sub-
section (m). 

(B) Subsection (b) of section 58 is amended 
by adding ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (1), 
by striking paragraph (2), and by redesig-
nating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2). 

(61) ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED BY CHANGES IN 
METHOD OF ACCOUNTING.—Section 481(b)(3) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (C). 

(62) EXEMPTION FROM TAX ON CORPORATIONS, 
CERTAIN TRUSTS, ETC.—Section 501 is amend-
ed by striking subsection (s). 

(63) REQUIREMENTS FOR EXEMPTION.— 
(A) Section 503(a)(1) is amended to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—An organization de-

scribed in paragraph (17) or (18) of section 
501(c), or described in section 401(a) and re-

ferred to in section 4975(g) (2) or (3), shall not 
be exempt from taxation under section 501(a) 
if it has engaged in a prohibited trans-
action.’’. 

(B) Paragraph (2) of section 503(a) is 
amended by striking ‘‘described in section 
501(c)(17) or (18) or paragraph (a)(1)(B)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘described in paragraph (1)’’. 

(C) Subsection (c) of section 503 is amended 
by striking ‘‘described in section 501(c)(17) or 
(18) or subsection (a)(1)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘described in subsection (a)(1)’’. 

(64) ACCUMULATED TAXABLE INCOME.—Para-
graph (1) of section 535(b) and paragraph (1) 
of section 545(b) are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 531’’ and all that follows and in-
serting ‘‘section 531 or the personal holding 
company tax imposed by section 541.’’. 

(65) DEFINITION OF PROPERTY.—Subsection 
(b) of section 614 is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraphs (3)(C) and (5), 
and 

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘which-
ever of the following years is later: The first 
taxable year beginning after December 31, 
1963, or’’. 

(66) AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY SURVIVING ANNU-
ITANT UNDER JOINT AND SURVIVOR ANNUITY 
CONTRACT.—Subparagraph (A) of section 
691(d)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘after De-
cember 31, 1953, and’’. 

(67) INCOME TAXES OF MEMBERS OF ARMED 
FORCES ON DEATH.—Section 692(a)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘after June 24, 1950’’. 

(68) SPECIAL RULES FOR COMPUTING RE-
SERVES.—Paragraph (7) of section 807(e) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (B) and 
redesignating subparagraph (C) as subpara-
graph (B). 

(69) INSURANCE COMPANY TAXABLE INCOME.— 
(A) Section 832(e) is amended by striking 

‘‘of taxable years beginning after December 
31, 1966,’’. 

(B) Section 832(e)(6) is amended by striking 
‘‘In the case of any taxable year beginning 
after December 31, 1970, the’’ and inserting 
‘‘The’’. 

(70) CAPITALIZATION OF CERTAIN POLICY AC-
QUISITION EXPENSES.—Section 848 is amended 
by striking subsection (j). 

(71) TAX ON NONRESIDENT ALIEN INDIVID-
UALS.—Subparagraph (B) of section 871(a)(1) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(B) gains described in subsection (b) or (c) 
of section 631,’’. 

(72) LIMITATION ON CREDIT.—Paragraph (2) 
of section 904(d) is amended by striking sub-
paragraph (J). 

(73) FOREIGN EARNED INCOME.—Clause (i) of 
section 911(b)(2)(D) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The exclusion amount 
for any calendar year is $80,000.’’. 

(74) BASIS OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED FROM DE-
CEDENT.— 

(A) Section 1014(a)(2) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) in the case of an election under section 
2032, its value at the applicable valuation 
date prescribed by such section,’’. 

(B) Section 1014(b) is amended by striking 
paragraphs (7) and (8). 

(75) ADJUSTED BASIS.—Section 1016(a) is 
amended by striking paragraph (12). 

(76) PROPERTY ON WHICH LESSEE HAS MADE 
IMPROVEMENTS.—Section 1019 is amended by 
striking the last sentence. 

(77) INVOLUNTARY CONVERSION.—Section 
1033 is amended by striking subsection (j) 
and by redesignating subsections (k) and (l) 
as subsections (j) and (k), respectively. 

(78) PROPERTY ACQUIRED DURING AFFILI-
ATION.—Section 1051 is hereby repealed, and 
the table of sections for part IV of sub-
chapter O of chapter 1 is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1051. 
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(79) CAPITAL GAINS AND LOSSES.—Section 

1222 is amended by striking the last sen-
tence. 

(80) HOLDING PERIOD OF PROPERTY.— 
(A) Paragraph (1) of section 1223 is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘after March 1, 1954,’’. 
(B) Paragraph (4) of section 1223 is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘ ‘(or under so much of section 
1052(c) as refers to section 113(a)(23) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1939)’ ’’. 

(C) Paragraphs (6) and (8) of section 1223 
are repealed. 

(81) PROPERTY USED IN THE TRADE OR BUSI-
NESS AND INVOLUNTARY CONVERSIONS.—Sub-
paragraph (A) of section 1231(c)(2) is amended 
by striking ‘‘beginning after December 31, 
1981’’. 

(82) SALE OR EXCHANGE OF PATENTS.—Sec-
tion 1235 is amended— 

(A) by striking subsection (c) and by redes-
ignating subsections (d) and (e) as sub-
sections (c) and (d), respectively, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘subsection (d)’’ in sub-
section (b)(2)(B) and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(c)’’. 

(83) DEALERS IN SECURITIES.—Subsection (b) 
of section 1236 is amended by striking ‘‘after 
November 19, 1951,’’. 

(84) SALE OF PATENTS.—Subsection (a) of 
section 1249 is amended by striking ‘‘after 
December 31, 1962,’’. 

(85) GAIN FROM DISPOSITION OF FARMLAND.— 
Paragraph (1) of section 1252(a) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘after December 31, 1969’’ 
the first place it appears, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘after December 31, 1969,’’ 
in subparagraph (A). 

(86) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED ON 
RETIREMENT OR SALE OR EXCHANGE OF DEBT 
INSTRUMENTS.—Subsection (c) of section 1271 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN OBLIGA-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO WHICH ORIGINAL 
ISSUE DISCOUNT NOT CURRENTLY INCLUD-
IBLE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On the sale or exchange 
of debt instruments issued by a government 
or political subdivision thereof after Decem-
ber 31, 1954, and before July 2, 1982, or by a 
corporation after December 31, 1954, and on 
or before May 27, 1969, any gain realized 
which does not exceed— 

‘‘(A) an amount equal to the original issue 
discount, or 

‘‘(B) if at the time of original issue there 
was no intention to call the debt instrument 
before maturity, an amount which bears the 
same ratio to the original issue discount as 
the number of complete months that the 
debt instrument was held by the taxpayer 
bears to the number of complete months 
from the date of original issue to the date of 
maturity, shall be considered as ordinary in-
come. 

‘‘(2) SUBSECTION (a)(2)(A) NOT TO APPLY.— 
Subsection (a)(2)(A) shall not apply to any 
debt instrument referred to in paragraph (1) 
of this subsection. 

‘‘(3) CROSS REFERENCE.—For current inclu-
sion of original issue discount, see section 
1272.’’. 

(87) AMOUNT AND METHOD OF ADJUSTMENT.— 
Section 1314 is amended by striking sub-
section (d) and by redesignating subsection 
(e) as subsection (d). 

(88) ELECTION; REVOCATION; TERMINATION.— 
Clause (iii) of section 1362(d)(3)(A) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘unless’’ and all that follows 
and inserting ‘‘unless the corporation was an 
S corporation for such taxable year.’’. 

(89) OLD-AGE, SURVIVORS, AND DISABILITY IN-
SURANCE.—Subsection (a) of section 1401 is 
amended by striking ‘‘the following percent’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘12.4 per-
cent of the amount of the self-employment 
income for such taxable year.’’. 

(90) HOSPITAL INSURANCE.—Paragraph (1) of 
section 1401(b) is amended by striking: ‘‘the 

following percent’’ and all that follows and 
inserting ‘‘2.9 percent of the amount of the 
self-employment income for such taxable 
year.’’. 

(91) MINISTERS, MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS OR-
DERS, AND CHRISTIAN SCIENCE PRACTI-
TIONERS.—Paragraph (3) of section 1402(e) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘whichever of the following 
dates is later: (A)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘;or (B)’ ’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting a period. 

(92) WITHHOLDING OF TAX ON NONRESIDENT 
ALIENS.—The first sentence of subsection (b) 
of section 1441 and the first sentence of para-
graph (5) of section 1441(c) are each amended 
by striking ‘‘gains subject to tax’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘October 4, 1966’’ and 
inserting ‘‘and gains subject to tax under 
section 871(a)(1)(D)’’. 

(93) AFFILIATED GROUP DEFINED.—Subpara-
graph (A) of section 1504(a)(3) is amended by 
striking ‘‘for a taxable year which includes 
any period after December 31, 1984’’ in clause 
(i) and by striking ‘‘in a taxable year begin-
ning after December 31, 1984’’ in clause (ii). 

(94) DISALLOWANCE OF THE BENEFITS OF THE 
GRADUATED CORPORATE RATES AND ACCUMU-
LATED EARNINGS CREDIT.— 

(A) Subsection (a) of section 1551 is amend-
ed— 

(i) by striking paragraph (1) and by redes-
ignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as paragraphs 
(1) and (2), respectively, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘after June 12, 1963,’’ each 
place it appears. 

(B) Section 1551(b) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘or (2)’’ in paragraph (1), 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘(a)(3)’’ in paragraph (2) 

and inserting ‘‘(a)(2)’’. 
(95) CREDIT FOR STATE DEATH TAXES.— 
(A)(i) Part II of subchapter A of chapter 11 

is amended by striking section 2011 (and by 
striking the item relating to such section in 
the table of sections for such subpart). 

(ii) Section 2106(a)(4) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 2011(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘2058(a)’’. 

(B)(i) Subchapter A of chapter 13 is amend-
ed by striking section 2604 (and by striking 
the item relating to such section in the table 
of sections for such subpart). 

(ii) Clause (ii) of section 164(b)(4)(A) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘(as in effect before its 
repeal)’’ after ‘‘section 2604’’. 

(iii) Section 2654(a)(1) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘(computed without regard to section 
2604)’’. 

(96) GROSS ESTATE.—Subsection (c) of sec-
tion 2031 is amended by striking paragraph 
(3) and by amending paragraph (1)(B) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(II) $500,000.’’. 
(97)(A) Part IV of subchapter A of chapter 

11 is amended by striking section 2057 (and 
by striking the item relating to such section 
in the table of sections for such subpart). 

(B) Paragraph (10) of section 2031(c) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘(as in effect before its 
repeal)’’ immediately before the period at 
the end thereof. 

(98) PROPERTY WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.— 
Subsection (c) of section 2104 is amended by 
striking ‘‘With respect to estates of dece-
dents dying after December 31, 1969, depos-
its’’ and inserting ‘‘Deposits’’. 

(99) FICA TAXES.— 
(A) Subsection (a) of section 3101 is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘the following percentages’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘6.2 per-
cent of the wages (as defined in section 
3121(a)) received by the individual with re-
spect to employment (as defined in section 
3121(b))’’. 

(B)(i) Subsection (a) of section 3111 is 
amended by striking ‘‘the following percent-
ages’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘6.2 
percent of the wages (as defined in section 

3121(a)) paid by the employer with respect to 
employment (as defined in section 3121(b)).’’. 

(ii) Subsection (b) of section 3111 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘the following percentages’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘1.45 per-
cent of the wages (as defined in section 
3121(a)) paid by the employer with respect to 
employment (as defined in section 3121(b)).’’. 

(C)(i) Section 3121(b) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (17). 

(ii) Section 210(a) of the Social Security 
Act is amended by striking paragraph (17). 

(100) RAILROAD RETIREMENT.— 
(A) Subsection (b) of section 3201 is amend-

ed to read as follows: 
‘‘(b) TIER 2 TAX.—In addition to other 

taxes, there is hereby imposed on the income 
of each employee a tax equal to the percent-
age determined under section 3241 for any 
calendar year of the compensation received 
during such calendar year by such employee 
for services rendered by such employee.’’. 

(B) Subsection (b) of section 3211 is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) TIER 2 TAX.—In addition to other 
taxes, there is hereby imposed on the income 
of each employee representative a tax equal 
to the percentage determined under section 
3241 for any calendar year of the compensa-
tion received during such calendar year by 
such employee representative for services 
rendered by such employee representative.’’. 

(C) Subsection (b) of section 3221 is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) TIER 2 TAX.—In addition to other 
taxes, there is hereby imposed on every em-
ployer an excise tax, with respect to having 
individuals in his employ, equal to the per-
centage determined under section 3241 for 
any calendar year of the compensation paid 
during such calendar year by such employer 
for services rendered to such employer.’’. 

(D) Subsection (b) of section 3231 is amend-
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘compensation; except’’ and 
all that follows in the first sentence and in-
serting ‘‘compensation.’’, and 

(ii) by striking the second sentence. 
(101) CREDITS AGAINST FEDERAL UNEMPLOY-

MENT TAX.— 
(A) Paragraph (4) of section 3302(f) is 

amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘subsection—’’ and all that 

follows through ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subsection, the’’, 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B), 
(iii) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as 

subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, and 
(iv) by moving the text of such subpara-

graphs (as so redesignated) 2 ems to the left. 
(B) Paragraph (5) of section 3302(f) is 

amended by striking subparagraph (D) and 
by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (D). 

(102) DOMESTIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT 
TAXES.—Section 3510(b) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (4). 

(103) LUXURY PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES.— 
(A) Chapter 31 is amended by striking sub-

chapter A (and by striking the item relating 
to such subchapter in the table of sub-
chapters for such chapter). 

(B)(i) Section 4221 is amended— 
(I) in subsections (a) and (d)(1), by striking 

‘‘subchapter A or’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
chapter’’, 

(II) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘In the 
case of taxes imposed by subchapter A of 
chapter 31, paragraphs (1), (3), (4), and (5) 
shall not apply.’’, and 

(III) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘4001(c), 
4001(d), or’’. 

(ii) Section 4222 is amended by striking 
‘‘4001(c), 4001(d),’’. 

(iii) Section 4293 is amended by striking 
‘‘subchapter A of chapter 31,’’. 

(104) TRANSPORTATION BY AIR.—Section 
4261(e) is amended— 
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(A) in paragraph (1), by striking subpara-

graph (C), and 
(B) by striking paragraph (5). 
(105) TAXES ON FAILURE TO DISTRIBUTE IN-

COME.— 
(A) Subsection (g) of section 4942 is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘For all taxable years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 1975, subject’’ in 
paragraph (2)(A) and inserting ‘‘Subject’’. 

(B) Section 4942(i)(2) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘beginning after December 31, 1969, and’’. 

(106) TAXES ON TAXABLE EXPENDITURES.— 
Section 4945(f) is amended by striking ‘‘(ex-
cluding therefrom any preceding taxable 
year which begins before January 1, 1970)’’. 

(107) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—Sec-
tion 4682(h) is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) as para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3), respectively, and 

(B) in paragraph (1) (as so redesignated)— 
(i) by striking the heading and inserting 

‘‘IN GENERAL’’, and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘after 1991’’ in subpara-

graph (C). 
(108) RETURNS.—Subsection (a) of section 

6039D is amended by striking ‘‘beginning 
after December 31, 1984,’’. 

(109) INFORMATION RETURNS.—Subsection 
(c) of section 6060 is amended by striking 
‘‘ ‘year’ ’’ and all that follows and inserting 
‘‘year.’’. 

(110) COLLECTION.—Section 6302 is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subsection (e)(2), by striking ‘‘im-
posed by’’ and all that follows through ‘‘with 
respect to’’ and inserting ‘‘imposed by sec-
tions 4251, 4261, or 4271 with respect to’’, 

(B) by striking the last sentence of sub-
section (f)(1), and 

(C) in subsection (h)— 
(i) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-

nating paragraphs (3) and (4) as paragraphs 
(2) and (3), respectively, and 

(ii) by amending paragraph (3) (as so redes-
ignated) to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH OTHER ELECTRONIC 
FUND TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS.—Under regu-
lations, any tax required to be paid by elec-
tronic fund transfer under section 5061(e) or 
5703(b) shall be paid in such a manner as to 
ensure that the requirements of the second 
sentence of paragraph (1)(A) of this sub-
section are satisfied.’’. 

(111) ABATEMENTS.—Section 6404(f) is 
amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(112) 2008 RECOVERY REBATE FOR INDIVID-
UALS.— 

(A) Subchapter B of chapter 65 is amended 
by striking section 6428 (and by striking the 
item relating to such section in the table of 
sections for such subchapter). 

(B) Subparagraph (A) of section 6211(b)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘6428,’’. 

(C) Paragraph (2) of section 6213(g), as 
amended by section 214(a)(2) of this Act and 
paragraphs (4) and (5)(C) of this subsection, 
is amended by striking subparagraph (Q), by 
redesignating subparagraph (O) as subpara-
graph (N), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
subparagraph (M), and by striking the 
comma at the end of subparagraph (N) (as so 
redesignated) and inserting a period. 

(D) Paragraph (2) of section 1324(b) of title 
31, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘6428, or 6431,’’ and inserting ‘‘or 6431’’. 

(113) ADVANCE PAYMENT OF PORTION OF IN-
CREASED CHILD CREDIT FOR 2003.—Subchapter 
B of chapter 65 is amended by striking sec-
tion 6429 (and by striking the item relating 
to such section in the table of sections for 
such subchapter). 

(114) FAILURE BY CORPORATION TO PAY ESTI-
MATED INCOME TAX.—Clause (i) of section 
6655(g)(4)(A) is amended by striking ‘‘(or the 
corresponding provisions of prior law)’’. 

(115) RETIREMENT.—Section 7447(i)(3)(B)(ii) 
is amended by striking ‘‘at 4 percent per 

annum to December 31, 1947, and 3 percent 
per annum thereafter’’, and inserting ‘‘at 3 
percent per annum’’. 

(116) ANNUITIES TO SURVIVING SPOUSES AND 
DEPENDENT CHILDREN OF JUDGES.— 

(A) Paragraph (2) of section 7448(a) is 
amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘or under section 1106 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1939’’, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘or pursuant to section 
1106(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1939’’. 

(B) Subsection (g) of section 7448 is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘or other than pursuant to 
section 1106 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1939’’. 

(C) Subsections (g), (j)(1), and (j)(2) of sec-
tion 7448 are each amended by striking ‘‘at 4 
percent per annum to December 31, 1947, and 
3 percent per annum thereafter’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘at 3 percent per annum’’. 

(117) MERCHANT MARINE CAPITAL CONSTRUC-
TION FUNDS.—Paragraph (4) of section 7518(g) 
is amended by striking ‘‘any nonqualified 
withdrawal’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘ ‘shall be determined’’ and inserting ‘‘any 
nonqualified withdrawal shall be deter-
mined’’. 

(118) VALUATION TABLES.— 
(A) Subsection (c) of section 7520 is amend-

ed by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2). 

(B) Paragraph (2) of section 7520(c) (as re-
designated by subparagraph (A)) is amend-
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘Not later than December 
31, 1989, the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘thereafter’’ in the last 
sentence thereof. 

(119) DEFINITION OF EMPLOYEE.—Section 
7701(a)(20) is amended by striking ‘‘chapter 
21’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘chap-
ter 21.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) GENERAL RULE.—Except as otherwise 

provided in subsection (a) or paragraph (2) of 
this subsection, the amendments made by 
this section shall take effect on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—If— 
(A) any provision amended or repealed by 

the amendments made by this section ap-
plied to— 

(i) any transaction occurring before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, 

(ii) any property acquired before such date 
of enactment, or 

(iii) any item of income, loss, deduction, or 
credit taken into account before such date of 
enactment, and 

(B) the treatment of such transaction, 
property, or item under such provision would 
(without regard to the amendments or re-
peals made by this section) affect the liabil-
ity for tax for periods ending after date of 
enactment, nothing in the amendments or 
repeals made by this section shall be con-
strued to affect the treatment of such trans-
action, property, or item for purposes of de-
termining liability for tax for periods ending 
after such date of enactment. 

TITLE III—JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
TAXATION 

SEC. 301. INCREASED REFUND AND CREDIT 
THRESHOLD FOR JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION REVIEW OF C COR-
PORATION RETURN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 
section 6405 are each amended by inserting 
‘‘($5,000,000 in the case of a C corporation)’’ 
after ‘‘$2,000,000’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, except 
that such amendment shall not apply with 
respect to any refund or credit with respect 
to a report that has been made before such 
date under section 6405 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 

TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
SEC. 401. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budgetary ef-
fects of this Act shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant 
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You- 
Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budg-
etary effects of this Act shall not be entered 
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for 
purposes of section 201 of S. Con. Res. 21 
(110th Congress). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) and 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
LEVIN) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. CAMP). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 5771. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
As we all know, there is a series of 

tax provisions that routinely expire 
that Congress must then renew, typi-
cally extending them for 1 year retro-
actively and 1 year prospectively. Con-
gress routinely extends these policies 
without offsetting the revenue loss. 

This on again-off again style of legis-
lating on a temporary basis is a ter-
rible way to make tax policy. We are 
the only Nation in the world that lets 
large pieces of its Tax Code expire. 

Hard-working taxpayers deserve to 
know whether these tax policies are 
going to be there year in and year out 
on a permanent basis. Temporary re-
newals cannot provide the certainty 
that American businesses need in order 
to make the best decisions about how 
to invest in cutting-edge research, 
whether to buy new pieces of equip-
ment, and most importantly, whether 
to hire that additional worker. These 
temporary renewals mean uncertainty 
for families as well as they try to plan 
their family budgets. 

Throughout the year, the Ways and 
Means Committee has produced legisla-
tion that carefully examined many of 
these temporary extenders and re-
formed and made permanent several of 
the most important ones. The whole 
House on a bipartisan basis later 
passed this legislation. 

This included important policies such 
as a permanent and improved credit for 
research and development and perma-
nently higher section 179 expensing lev-
els for small businesses—policies that 
were also included in the President’s 
budget proposals. 

Analysis by the nonpartisan experts 
at the Joint Committee on Taxation 
confirmed that permanent extensions 
of these policies would result in compa-
nies spending more on R&D and mak-
ing new investments, all of which 
would promote job creation and higher 
wages. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:31 Dec 04, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A03DE7.022 H03DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8336 December 3, 2014 
Having passed a number of these poli-

cies through the House on a bipartisan 
basis, we proceeded with the rather 
old-fashioned approach of beginning bi-
partisan negotiations with the Senate. 

b 1615 
Until last week, we were making sig-

nificant progress in those negotiations 
as everyone involved worked in good 
faith to reach a successful conclusion. 
We were close to reaching an agree-
ment that would ensure that many of 
the bills that passed the House on a bi-
partisan basis would be included. 

In addition, we were going beyond 
the list of traditional tax extenders 
and including additional policies de-
signed specifically to assist low- and 
middle-income American families, in 
particular, policies such as the Amer-
ican Opportunity Tax Credit, which 
helps low- and middle-income families 
afford college, which was also included 
in the President’s budget proposals. 
Other policies included making perma-
nent the deduction for State and local 
sales taxes and the tax rules for mass 
transit benefits. 

However, before these negotiations 
could conclude, the administration 
took the unbelievable step of issuing a 
veto threat. The President issued a 
veto threat over bipartisan, bicameral 
negotiations. 

Now, I can’t tell you with certainty 
exactly what the administration wants 
because the administration has not 
even bothered to reach out and tell us 
what the President’s priorities are; 
rather than trying to engage and work 
with Congress, the administration is 
only communicating through press 
statements. 

The President has often said that he 
wants to work with Congress to find bi-
partisan solutions. In fact, in his press 
conference after the election, the 
President said: 

I am eager to work with the new Congress 
to make the next 2 years as productive as 
possible. I am committed to making sure 
that I measure ideas not by whether they are 
from Democrats or Republicans, but whether 
they work for the American people. 

That statement is completely at odds 
with the President’s actions last week, 
and we all know that actions speak 
louder than words. As a result of the 
administration’s actions, negotiations 
with the Senate have come to a stand-
still. 

Inexplicably, the administration and 
some Senate Democrats have taken the 
position that policies that promote 
savings, investment, charitable dona-
tions, and job creation are a ‘‘give-
away’’ to big corporations. 

These Senators and the administra-
tion should listen to the 1,032 chari-
table organizations that have written 
to every Member of Congress in sup-
port of the permanent tax incentives 
for charitable giving that would have 
been included in the agreement with 
the Senate. I don’t think that policies 
that promote donations to food banks, 
homeless shelters, and hospitals are 
giveaways to corporate America. 

The administration’s actions now 
force us to take a different and less ef-
fective approach. With the end of the 
year and a new tax filing season rap-
idly approaching, we need to act. The 
IRS has been clear, unless Congress 
acts quickly, it will be forced to delay 
the start of the tax filing season. 

American families are struggling to 
make ends meet as wages remain flat, 
even as expenses increase. These fami-
lies can’t and should not face a delay in 
getting their tax refund. 

The legislation before us today will 
address the concerns raised by the IRS 
and ensure the tax filing season can 
open on time. We should ensure that 
the President’s actions do not hurt 
hardworking taxpayers who are count-
ing on that tax refund; therefore, I 
urge the House to pass this legislation 
and ensure that the tax filing season 
opens on time. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
This legislation is crucial as much 

for what it avoids as what it accom-
plishes. A 1-year extension avoids the 
dangerous plan pushed by House Re-
publicans for much of this last year to 
make permanent a select number of 
provisions at a cost of nearly $1 tril-
lion. 

That plan was not only fiscally irre-
sponsible, it also left many provisions 
behind that are vital to working fami-
lies and small businesses, including the 
exclusion for mortgage debt forgive-
ness, new market tax credits, continu-
ations of the expansions to the earned 
income tax credit, and the refundable 
portion of the child tax credit. 

This bill also avoids an almost equal-
ly harmful proposal under consider-
ation last week that would have per-
manently extended a select group of 
expiring provisions and would also 
have given permanent breaks to a rel-
ative few while costing more than $400 
billion and leaving out critical provi-
sions that help working families. 

I actively and publicly opposed that 
proposal. Fortunately, it generated a 
veto threat from the President. 

The provisions in today’s extender 
bill need more serious consideration 
than would have been provided in that 
proposal both as to substance, whether 
they contribute to economic growth 
and jobs, and how they fit into the 
need for both equity and fiscal respon-
sibility. 

Some of the extender provisions have 
contributed to economic growth, such 
as the provisions for R&D, promoting 
development of renewable energy, en-
couraging development of small busi-
ness, and increasing educational oppor-
tunity. Others should not be part of 
any permanent action, such as bonus 
depreciation, which was always con-
templated as a temporary measure to 
stimulate economic growth and activ-
ity. 

Some of the provisions in tax extend-
ers should end, and others need to be 
addressed as we make better sense of 

the international tax structure, includ-
ing closing tax loopholes. While I did 
not agree with many of the provisions 
of the tax reform proposal of the chair-
man, he did attempt to address issues 
in a more comprehensive way, unlike 
what was passed through the House up 
to $1 trillion and was attempted last 
week. 

It was a serious mistake, as I said, 
for the Republicans to have taken 
pieces of it, trying to make them per-
manent without paying a dime to off-
set the more than $800 billion cost of 
doing so. 

The bill today, therefore, only main-
tains the status quo for this year. Not 
to act would disrupt the coming tax fil-
ing season for millions of American 
workers and businesses which have re-
lied on Congress to extend these provi-
sions and will, in a matter of weeks, 
begin filing their 2014 tax returns. As a 
result, I will support this measure. 

As we act in the future, including on 
tax reform, I believe the lesson that 
should be learned from the past is that 
it is critical to try to work on a bipar-
tisan basis, recognizing the importance 
of maintaining support for the values 
that must underpin legislative action. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I do want to thank my friend from 

Michigan for his support of this legisla-
tion before us today. It is something 
that we do need to do. We cannot allow 
these provisions to be expired for all of 
2014, but I would say that, if you look 
around, we are not seeing the kind of 
growth and opportunity that we should 
see in America. We are not seeing the 
kind of job creation, we are not seeing 
the kind of income increases; yet ex-
penses are going up for families. 

The items that the gentleman talked 
about, whether it was research and de-
velopment or section 179 or the Amer-
ican Opportunity Tax Credit, all of 
those were going to be permanent in 
the package that we were working on, 
and even the mortgage debt forgiveness 
for those who are selling their homes 
and their mortgages were underwater, 
we were extending that for 2 years, so 
there were a lot of things for families. 

Certainly, the charitable provisions 
for food banks and for charitable giv-
ing, those would certainly help middle 
class Americans as well. 

The reason why I think it is impor-
tant to get permanent policy is that we 
haven’t seen the kind of growth that 
we need to see, and the more of these 
items that we can make permanent, 
the more stability we have, the more 
likely it is that employers and individ-
uals and families are going to make the 
kind of long-term decisions that will 
cause our economy to grow. 

It is not just me saying this; it is the 
nonpartisan Joint Committee on Tax-
ation that says permanent policies 
such as these, as we were working on, 
are the kinds of things that the coun-
try needs to do to grow. 

Again, I want to thank him for his 
support of the legislation. Hopefully, in 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:31 Dec 04, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00062 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03DE7.054 H03DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8337 December 3, 2014 
the future, we will be able to get at 
some of these issues in a more perma-
nent way, so that we don’t have this 
unusual system where we have had all 
of these policies expired for all of 2014 
and, in the final 2 weeks, we are going 
to retroactively put them into place 
for the final weeks of the year, so that 
when people file in April, they will be 
able to take advantage of these items. 
We should really do this on a more reg-
ular basis. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self 1 minute. 
Look, you made provisions perma-

nent, Mr. Chairman, and you paid for 
them in your bill. There is disagree-
ment how you paid for them, but you 
paid for them, and then you come forth 
with up to $1 trillion permanent unpaid 
for and leave out the child tax credit 
and the EITC. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield myself an addi-
tional 1 minute. 

Then we hear last week a proposal 
for $400 billion of it unpaid for, perma-
nent—unpaid for, permanent—leaving 
out the EITC and the child tax credit, 
so that is why the President acted, and 
that is why it was essential he act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to other 
Members in the second person. 

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 4 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman CAMP for his courage. I am 
not going to thank him for this bill, 
however, but I am going to vote for 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, American families and 
businesses deserve certainty from their 
tax system—confidence, stability. I am 
glad we are able to move forward on 
this legislation rather than pursue a 
plan to make certain tax preferences 
permanent while ballooning our debt. 

While I am supporting this tax ex-
tender package, Mr. Speaker, I do so 
with two very serious reservations. 
First, it adds the cost of extending this 
preference to our deficit. It is good, 
however, that we did not make unpaid- 
for extensions on a permanent basis, as 
the ranking member has just discussed. 

Second, this is a very short-term fix 
when Congress needs to work toward a 
long-term solution. I join the ranking 
member in congratulating Mr. CAMP 
for bringing that forward—well, at 
least he put it on the table. It didn’t 
come forward. 

We ought to make the research and 
experimentation tax credit permanent, 
but we need to pay for it. While this 
legislation allows teachers to deduct 
their out-of-pocket expenses, it does 
not give them the certainty that they 
will be able to do so in 2015 or beyond. 
To that extent, they are in the same 
position as everybody else covered by 
this bill will be. 

Neither does this bill provide appro-
priate tax support for renewable en-

ergy, biofuels, and energy efficiency— 
sadly, the failure to extend this for at 
least 2 years may result in the loss of 
up to 30,000 jobs—nor, Mr. Speaker, 
does it provide long-term clarity on 
long-term bonus depreciation or small 
business expensing, all of which would 
give greater confidence to the growth 
of jobs. 

This all speaks to a larger challenge 
that Congress has an opportunity to 
address in the new year; instead of this 
annual ritual of extending individual 
credits and deductions, we ought to en-
gage in meaningful, comprehensive, 
and pro-growth tax reform that pro-
vides greater certainty across our 
economy to businesses and individuals 
alike. 

We all know that doing so will not be 
easy. It will involve difficult choices on 
both sides of the aisle. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I want to con-
gratulate you. You had the courage to 
put forward a bill earlier this year that 
made tough decisions in order to show 
a path to lower rates and a simpler 
Code without adding to the deficit, but 
that path wasn’t the path taken by the 
majority in this Congress. 

Instead, the House voted on bill after 
bill after bill to cut taxes recklessly 
without any plan to stabilize the debt, 
invest in our future priorities, and cre-
ate jobs in a meaningful way. 

This package we will be voting on 
today is the least we can do. It isn’t 
what I hoped for, and it isn’t what I 
hoped I would stand in this well and 
urge my colleagues to support at the 
beginning of the 113th Congress, but it 
is better than many of the cynical al-
ternatives that we have heard about. 

b 1630 

I want to congratulate the ranking 
member and, frankly, the President of 
the United States for saying ‘‘no’’ to an 
irresponsible package. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 2 minutes to the gentleman. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

While I support this measure, I do so 
believing that America deserves better, 
wants better, hopes to get better. That 
is what each and every one of us was 
sent here to deliver: responsible policy 
for our country. This is not that policy. 
It is, however, as I said, better than the 
alternative in that it would at least 
give those in 2014 who have operated on 
the expectation of getting the credit 
the assurance that they will get it. 

My hope, Mr. Speaker, is that, come 
next December, we won’t be here again 
considering another tax extender bill 
to keep the economy from collapsing. 
It is my hope, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Republican majority and the Demo-
cratic minority can work together to 
effect responsible, fiscally sound tax 
reform which will help grow our econ-
omy and give the business community 
and our people the confidence they 
need to have to grow our economy and 

to participate effectively in making 
America better. 

Mr. Speaker, again, in closing, I want 
to congratulate Mr. CAMP, because I 
think he did bring forth a bill that 
could have engendered that responsible 
debate that we needed, a fiscally sound 
proposal making tough tradeoffs that 
we ought to have the courage to make. 
He had that courage, and I congratu-
late him for it. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I just want 
to thank the distinguished gentleman 
from Maryland for his remarks. This is 
a debate America needs to have and, 
hopefully, next year that debate will 
move forward. 

With that, I yield 3 minutes to the 
distinguished gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. STUTZMAN). 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Tax Increase 
Prevention Act of 2014. 

Mr. Speaker, American workers and 
businesses are most successful when 
they are able to keep, spend, and invest 
more of their hard-earned money. Our 
economy, which has already remained 
too weak for too long, simply cannot 
afford a series of irresponsible tax 
hikes that will target individuals, 
small businesses, and job creators all 
across the country. So this legislation 
will help protect those taxpayers—our 
taxpayers—and their pocketbooks and 
provide them some level of clarity as 
they plan for the new year. 

Right now, working families and 
businesses are simply trying to make 
ends meet. I know from speaking with 
families and workers back home in In-
diana that the last thing that they can 
afford is higher taxes when they need 
to be providing for their kids’ edu-
cation, savings, or growing their busi-
ness. 

In this legislation, Mr. Speaker, I am 
especially pleased to support the provi-
sions that would extend the increased 
section 179 deduction levels, as well as 
the extension of bonus depreciation. 
Countless farms, small businesses, and 
manufacturers in the Hoosier State 
and across the country use these im-
portant tools to make business-build-
ing capital investments. A failure to 
act on those tax extensions would only 
slow an economic recovery that des-
perately needs to pick up the pace. 

Today, we have an opportunity to 
stand together as Republicans and 
Democrats and pass legislation that 
will prevent economic harm to millions 
of families and businesses across the 
United States. While this may not be 
the intention that we would all like to 
have, I do believe that this is the best 
that we can do for right now to prevent 
any sort of further damage to the econ-
omy. 

I would like to, in closing, thank 
Chairman CAMP and the members of 
the Ways and Means Committee for 
their hard work on this issue, and I 
would urge my colleagues to support 
their efforts. 

I would also like to take a brief mo-
ment to thank Chairman CAMP for his 
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many years of service as a tireless ad-
vocate for the constituents back in 
Michigan. I have the opportunity to 
travel with him to Detroit from time 
to time and appreciate his thoughtful-
ness and his leadership and his desire 
to do what is best for America. He is an 
honorable colleague, and I have been 
honored to have had the chance to 
serve with him. I wish him the very 
best in his retirement and know that 
he will continue to stay busy one way 
or another. 

Thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for 
your work on this. I know that you 
definitely set the table for further tax 
reform, which is desperately needed 
here in our country, and know that it 
would be good for our economy. Thank 
you for what you have done. This has 
given folks back home some clarity 
and certainty for this year. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT), another dis-
tinguished member of our committee. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
there is a fundamental issue with our 
current policy on tax extenders. 

I was a Ways and Means chairman in 
the State legislature and was told by a 
very important businessman in the 
State of Washington once: I don’t care 
what rate you give me, tell me how 
long it is going to be; how am I going 
to amortize this? I need to know the 
length of time. 

This bill, so people really understand, 
lasts exactly 28 days. It will die on Jan-
uary 1. It is for last year. 

Now, businesses and individuals can’t 
be certain they are going to get a tax 
break because of the stop-and-start, 
temporary nature of Congress reau-
thorizing these tax bills. Businesses 
and individuals need to know what the 
tax is going to be in the beginning of 
the year so that they can plan and take 
advantage of incentives rather than 
waiting until the last 2 weeks of the 
year when the Congress may or may 
not act. 

This year, businesses that want to 
take advantage of the research tax 
credit have either been sitting on the 
sidelines or making investments or not 
making investments not knowing, or 
maybe they gambled and said: Well, we 
figure that Congress will do something 
some day. 

Everyone should take note of today, 
the 3rd of December. Next year, right 
about this time, we will be right back 
here with the same bill—we can have 
the same speeches put right out here— 
because we simply do not give busi-
nesses certainty. If we did, we would 
have the economy rolling better. 

Individuals and businesses are going 
into this year wondering whether they 
will have to act retroactively on these 
provisions. I am going to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
like everybody else, but it makes no 
sense that you have a bill like this 28 
days before the end of the year. You 

have got the IRS wondering if they are 
going to be able to do the tax stuff and 
all of this chaos that is created. There 
are calls coming into our office: Are 
you going to pass this? Are you going 
to pass that? What should I do for next 
year? The answer that a Congressman 
has to give if he is honest is, ‘‘I don’t 
know.’’ 

This place is dysfunctional. It may be 
some of the explanation of why people 
didn’t vote in the last election. They 
figured that Congress isn’t going to do 
anything, and this is a perfect example 
of it. We should have done it a long 
time ago, and done it permanently. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, at this time, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the distinguished gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. RYAN), the chairman of the 
Budget Committee and the incoming 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the chair. 

The reason I came down here is to 
speak in favor of this legislation, to 
suggest that I wish we could have got-
ten where we were with the bipartisan 
negotiations that occurred before 
White House involvement. This is obvi-
ously something that is necessary that 
has to pass. 

But here is the reason that I came 
down. I came down to say thank you to 
DAVE CAMP for being an absolutely 
stellar chairman of the House Ways 
and Means Committee. This is a man 
who spent 24 years in this room mak-
ing a difference in the lives of the peo-
ple from Michigan and the lives of the 
300 million Americans in this country. 
This country is so much better off be-
cause of the dedicated service of this 
man, the chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee. He came in at a 
young age, reforming a lot of different 
programs, but one of the biggest marks 
he made in his early days in Congress 
is welfare reform. 

DAVE CAMP was one of the principal 
architects of that 1996 welfare reform, 
which did so much to move people from 
welfare to work, to reduce child pov-
erty, to help single moms get back to 
work, to get people lives of dignity. 
And he went from there to trade, to tax 
reform, to health care reform, on and 
on and on. 

I only hope that I can do somewhat 
of the job that he has done in being a 
stellar steward of this magnificent 
committee and being a fantastic chair-
man. Mr. Speaker, I simply wish him 
great success in his future endeavors. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. BLUMENAUER), another distin-
guished member of our committee. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I, 
too, would extend my congratulations 
to Mr. CAMP. I have enjoyed being able 
to work with him for a lot of these 20 
years. I enjoy his leadership, his dedi-
cation, and his friendship. In a sense, I 
feel that it was unfortunate that he 
had to navigate all these bizarre, chop-
py waters. It would have been fun to 

see what would have happened in a lit-
tle more measured environment. 

The legislation we are dealing with 
here today is kind of a symbol of the 
difficulty he faces and the frustrations 
we all met. This should be the first leg-
islation that we deal with in the next 
Congress, not the last legislation we 
deal with now. 

It has been referenced that this is 
only going to be in effect for a few 
days. Look at what has happened when 
we deal with areas that I care deeply 
about. I have worked for years with 
short-line railroad interests. They rely 
on a tax credit to be able to make a dif-
ference in rural and small town Amer-
ica. Some of them are plunging in and 
have taken the risk that will be ex-
tended, some have not. These are in-
vestments that can’t be made in that 
fashion. 

I have enjoyed working with the wind 
energy industry and looking at what 
we have done over the course of 2005 to 
2012. When we had the production tax 
credit in place and there was some cer-
tainty, we had the wind industry grow 
nine times over, over $100 billion in in-
vestment and helping us generate clean 
energy and drop the price per unit pro-
foundly. Now who knows what they are 
facing. 

Looking at the transit benefit, I was 
pleased to have worked to be able to 
give transit parity to the millions of 
Americans who take buses and trains 
to work, to treat them the way we 
treat people who drive a car. For 3 
years, they were treated that way. And 
then Congress, after the change in 
power had dropped to $125 a month, and 
then we kind of got it back when we 
dealt with the fiscal cliff, now it is 
back to $130. It is not fair to people in 
Chicago, in Detroit, in Metropolitan 
Washington, in New Jersey, in small 
town America where they take advan-
tage of this. It is another example of 
where we are in this squirrel cage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional minute to the gentleman. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. I appreciate his 
courtesy. 

I am to the point where I don’t actu-
ally know what is the right vote. I 
have no doubt that it will pass, but is 
it the right signal to send for so many 
industries that have a right to expect 
certainty, that have a right to expect 
the things that they have relied upon 
for years, built their business models 
around, are treated in the cavalier 
fashion by this Congress? I don’t think 
that is right. 

I think there are many areas of re-
form. I appreciate my friend Mr. CAMP 
diving in and dealing with some of 
these tough issues. We had a dem-
onstration that it is not going to be 
easy to deal with tax reform. But it is 
not going to help anybody for the long 
term or short term to have businesses 
roll the dice on things in many cases 
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that are critical to the national inter-
est and that they rely upon. They de-
serve better, and so does the American 
public. 

b 1645 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 

balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KIND), another member of 
our committee. 

Mr. KIND. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, this may be one of the 
last times I have an opportunity to ad-
dress the current chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Mr. CAMP from 
Michigan, and I just want to commend 
him for such a distinguished career in 
the United States Congress. He has 
been an honest broker on the issues, a 
good friend, and I know all of us are 
going to miss him terribly when he de-
cides to retire and go on to other ven-
tures in his life. We all wish him well. 

Mr. Speaker, I think all of us, it is 
safe to assume, are not happy with this 
process or the fact that we are here 
again at the end of the year trying to 
do a 1-year extension on tax breaks 
that will be retroactive to 2014, mind 
you, and not paid for. This is a lousy 
way to run a Tax Code. It is a lousy 
way to run a government. I think indi-
viduals and businesses, large and small, 
need greater certainty for the decisions 
they have got to make with their lives 
and their businesses, especially the in-
vestment decisions; and by doing 
things retroactively around here and 
maintaining that uncertainty in future 
years, it is not the right way to go. 
And, also, not paying for it. 

I think there are opportunities. Cer-
tainly the Committee for a Responsible 
Federal Budget laid out a whole list of 
potential pay-fors that, if we had real 
interest, we could have very easily 
scrubbed the Code to find some offsets 
to pay for the $40 billion cost that this 
1-year extension has today, rather than 
just adding it to the debt and deficit in 
our country. We have got to do a better 
job at that. 

But if this also means we have an op-
portunity moving into next year of 
being serious about comprehensive tax 
reform, something that is long over-
due—again, with the leadership of the 
Ways and Means Committee and Mr. 
CAMP and introducing his discussion 
draft proposal earlier this year, so a lot 
of a groundwork has been made—then 
this might be the pressure that we need 
to get the committee and this body to 
do what is long overdue, and that is re-
form an antiquated Tax Code to make 
it more fair, more simple, to make it 
more competitive in the global envi-
ronment. 

I think that is a goal that, again, 
hopefully, we share, and it might be an 
avenue of bipartisan cooperation as we 
do move forward. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. KIND. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, I continuously hear 

from small business owners and farm-
ers back home about the need for 
greater certainty and the need to re-
vamp a Tax Code that has outlived its 
usefulness. It is riddled with inefficien-
cies. It is riddled with certain expendi-
tures that have been included in it 
throughout the years due to powerful 
special interests who know how to 
work the Halls of Congress to get their 
special provisions in it, and who we are 
leaving behind are hardworking fami-
lies back home and the small busi-
nesses on Main Street who can’t hire 
their legion of lobbyists out here to 
protect their interests or to get their 
special provisions in. 

So as we move forward, hopefully 
this will be one of those areas where we 
can find some common ground and do 
what is right for our Nation. That 
would help jump-start the U.S. econ-
omy and put us in a much more com-
petitive place, when it comes to the 
global economy, at the same time. 

I reluctantly support it. I think we 
could have done a better job. But I 
think it is also important for policy 
reasons to maintain these tax provi-
sions until we get a chance to do com-
prehensive reform around here. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL), another distin-
guished member of our committee. 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Thank you, Mr. 
Ranking Member, and thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. I listened to both sides, and 
you have given me the reasons that I 
am going to be opposed to this legisla-
tion. 

For the past 4 years, the Ways and 
Means Committee has debated com-
prehensive tax reform. Sadly, the fruit 
of that discussion before us is a 1-year 
retroactive extension of a temporary 
tax provision. This is an illusion. This 
is a Fellini movie we are seeing on a 
late afternoon in Washington, D.C. It is 
completely unpaid for. It gives no cer-
tainty to businesses or individuals be-
cause it expires 1 month from today. 

Unlike today’s bill, Chairman CAMP’s 
tax reform draft dealt with many ex-
piring tax provisions in a courageous 
way. We were dealing with wind cred-
its, R&D tax credits, mortgage debt 
forgiveness, all the way down the line, 
as well as the mortgage principal ex-
tension, which is needed for people who 
have had catastrophic problems within 
their own States. This is an example of 
what a responsible approach to extend-
ers looks like. 

This bill before us today is wholly in-
adequate. Not only does it add billions 
of dollars to the deficit, we kick the 
can down the road by only dealing with 
extenders in a retroactive manner. In 
other words, this money has been spent 
over the last 11 months, hopefully, get-

ting to the point where we would pay 
for it. That is not the way to run the 
show, and you know that only puts us 
deeper into uncertainty and certainly 
deeper into debt. 

Does anyone believe the 2 weeks 
these provisions will be in effect will 
encourage any business to make deci-
sions about whether to hire more work-
ers or invest in alternative energy or 
research, new equipment for small 
businesses or development in disadvan-
taged communities? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Thank you. 
I am not finished yet, but I want to 

say to Mr. CAMP, you have been a civil 
voice that will be missed in this hal-
lowed Hall. And I mean that sincerely 
from my heart, because civil discussion 
is necessary in the House of Represent-
atives. 

Many times, in other places, it has 
not been civil. It will do nothing to en-
courage this legislation, this new de-
velopment in renewable energy. 

I want to be clear. I strongly support, 
my record will show, many of these tax 
provisions. I want to work with col-
leagues on the other side and my own 
side to make many of them permanent. 

While this approach may help tax-
payers and businesses who made deci-
sions assuming Congress would act re-
sponsibly, it is not in the country’s 
long-term interest, Mr. Speaker. At a 
bare minimum, Congress should be ex-
tending these provisions until the end 
of 2015 in a fiscally responsible way. 

Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately must oppose 
this legislation, the so called ‘‘Tax Increase 
Prevention Act.’’ For the past four years, the 
Ways and Means Committee has debated 
comprehensive tax reform. Sadly, the fruit of 
that discussion before us is a one-year, retro-
active extension of temporary tax provisions, 
completely unpaid for, and that gives no cer-
tainty to businesses or individuals because it 
expires one month from today. 

It didn’t have to be this way. Earlier this 
year, Chairman CAMP released an ambitious 
proposal for a comprehensive reform of our 
tax code. I did not agree with everything in 
that proposal, and neither did many of my 
friends on the other side of the aisle. But I 
was confident that both sides could use Chair-
man’s CAMP’s draft as a starting point to come 
together around a reform plan that would fi-
nally address the many loopholes and ineffi-
ciencies in our tax code. 

Mr. CAMP’s draft also dealt with the many 
expiring tax provisions before us today in a 
courageous way. He resisted the temptation to 
assume these breaks would be indefinitely ex-
tended and added to the deficit. Instead, he 
made permanent the ones he wanted to keep 
and paid for them, while separately identifying 
ones he would let expire. This is an example 
of what a responsible approach to extenders 
looks like. Unfortunately, what happened next 
could not have been less reflective of Mr. 
CAMP’s earlier work. 

Before the ink had even dried on Chairman 
Camp’s tax reform draft, the majority of 
Ways and Means began passing permanent 
extensions of nearly $1 trillion in tax 
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provisions and did not even make an attempt 
to pay for one dime of them. This approach 
is the height of irresponsibility and has 
squandered any good will that had been de-
veloped during the years of debate over tax 
reform. 

This bill before us today is wholly inad-
equate. Not only does it add to the deficit and 
kick the can down the road, but by only deal-
ing with extenders in a retroactive manner, it 
will not even encourage any business invest-
ment in the future. Does anyone really believe 
that the two weeks these provisions will be in 
effect will really encourage any business make 
decisions about whether to hire more workers, 
or invest in alternative energy, research and 
development, new equipment for small busi-
nesses or development in disadvantaged com-
munities? 

A retroactive extension will do nothing for 
commuters in New Jersey, who have been de-
nied parity in their transit benefits for the last 
11 months and will now be denied them again 
next year. It will do nothing to encourage new 
development in renewable energy, including 
offshore wind in my home state, as developers 
will have no certainty at all that the critical tax 
credits in this bill will be there for them next 
year. 

I want to be clear: I strongly support many 
of these tax provisions, and I want to work 
with my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle to make many of them permanent. How-
ever, while this bare minimum approach might 
help taxpayers and businesses who made de-
cisions assuming Congress would act respon-
sibly, it is not in the country’s long-term inter-
est. At a bare minimum, Congress should be 
extending these provisions until the end of 
2015, in a fiscally responsible way, and then 
get back to work on real, permanent tax re-
form that ends this destructive cycle of expir-
ing and renewing temporary tax policy once 
and for all. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I just want to say to my friend from 
New Jersey, I agree with you on the 
need for certainty. We have heard 
today a lot of common discussion 
about the need for certainty in our Tax 
Code and how difficult it is to be the 
only country in the world that let’s tax 
policy expire and what that means for 
families and employers. But in terms of 
the concerns you raise about the def-
icit, as the gentleman well knows, 
these measures have never been offset. 
These measures have never been paid 
for, whether it was a Republican ma-
jority or a Democrat majority. Wheth-
er it was a Republican President or a 
Democrat President, these provisions 
have never been paid for. 

I would just say to the gentleman 
and to the Members of this body, why 
do we need to raise taxes on somebody 
to keep taxes the same? What we are 
doing is continuing current policy. In 
many cases, like R&D, it has been con-
tinued since 1981. Let’s call it what it 
is. 

If we are continuing something in a 
piecemeal fashion every few years, let’s 
just make it permanent so we can get 
the benefits of those provisions in 
terms of reliability and certainty, as 
the gentleman raised, so that the small 

businesses all throughout the country 
can actually plan and expect that these 
items will be in place. 

I share the concerns that have been 
raised by a number of speakers. Here 
we are at the end of 2014, retroactively 
putting in policies for the whole year. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) another member 
of our committee. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, this 1-year retroactive exten-
sion is not ideal. It is not the best that 
we should or could do. It does little to 
provide certainty to individuals and 
businesses for 2015. My constituent, 
Mary Joe, still will not know whether 
she can give money from her IRA to a 
Chicago charity without tax liability 
in 2015, nor does my constituent, 
Henry, know if he can receive enhanced 
tax benefits for donating food to the 
Chicago Food Depository. 

Further, I am deeply disappointed 
that this bill fails to extend the Trade 
Adjustment Assistance for health care 
workers laid off through no fault of 
their own. However, I believe that this 
bill may be our only option for this 
year to provide these tax benefits for 
2014 and to ensure the taxpayers can 
begin filing their taxes and receiving 
their refunds early next year. There 
are many provisions included that are 
critical to Chicago and Illinois, and 
that must be covered in 2014. 

This is not the best bill, but it is a 
necessary bill. I look forward to work-
ing in a bipartisan way to ensure com-
prehensive permanent reforms to the 
Tax Code that help all Americans, in-
cluding provisions that help the lowest 
income workers, such as the earned in-
come tax credit and enhanced child tax 
credit. 

I end, Mr. Speaker, by commending 
Chairman CAMP. 

Mr. CAMP, I commend you on your ef-
forts to bring comprehensive tax re-
form to the forefront, and I wish you 
well as you finish out a very distin-
guished career in the people’s House. 
Sir, I salute you. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

You are never sure what is going to 
happen the next day around here, so I 
am not sure if this is the last time you 
will be presenting a bill—something 
could come up next week—but let me 
assume that it is for just a moment 
and speak on a personal basis if I 
might. I hope the speaker won’t cut me 
off. You are not supposed to talk to 
each other, so I will try to speak to you 
while I speak to the chair. I will try to 
do both. 

Around here we can question each 
other’s positions. In a sense, that is 
why we are here. DAVE CAMP leaves 
here having participated in a discus-
sion of substance and questioning each 
other’s positions in a way to try to 
come forth with legislation. But I 

think, in a rather unique way, our 
chairman has been able to do that with 
complete integrity, with complete seri-
ousness—now and then a sense of 
humor, but complete seriousness—and 
the ability to question within a frame-
work of some friendship. 

So if this is your last management of 
a bill, I simply want to say for myself 
and, more importantly, I think, for 
this institution, if I might, that your 
decision to leave here means that you 
are leaving with your head so high and 
with, I hope, a feeling of real accom-
plishment and complete integrity and 
seriousness about your work. I am sure 
that your constituents are very proud 
to have voted for you 12 times. That 
was a commendable dozen. 

So with some feeling of gratitude for 
having been able to serve with you, 
DAVE, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I want to thank my friend, colleague, 
and partner on the Ways and Means 
Committee from Michigan for those 
very gracious and kind remarks. 

I think the Ways and Means Com-
mittee is the best committee in Con-
gress. We have a lot of bills that come 
to us. We have a lot of hard decisions. 
There is a lot of discussion. As you 
know, this is a big country and there 
are a lot of different opinions, but we 
always try to find a way to at least do 
that in a manner that is productive for 
the people we represent and that sent 
us here. 

I want to thank you for the ability to 
work with you over these last few 
years. Maybe I should have turned that 
12 into a baker’s dozen, with all the 
kind remarks that have been said here 
today. I just want thank you and thank 
the members of the committee and 
staff on both sides of the aisle. 

One of the things that is required in 
a committee like Ways and Means, 
with all of the responsibilities, is a 
staff that is able to work together as 
well. 

b 1700 
So they help make us do the job well. 

They help keep us informed and really 
help make all the things that we do 
come together, including items like 
this legislation today so, thank you. 

I would just urge passage of H.R. 5771, 
what we call the extenders bill, or the 
Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 766, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 
Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I have a mo-

tion to recommit at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the 

gentleman opposed to the bill? 
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Mr. NEAL. I am opposed to the bill in 

its current form, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I reserve a 

point of order against the motion to re-
commit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A point 
of order is reserved. 

The Clerk will report the motion to 
recommit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. NEAL moves to recommit the bill H.R. 

5771 to the Committee on Ways and Means 
with instructions to report the same back to 
the House forthwith with the following 
amendment: 

Add at the end of title I the following (and 
conform the table of contents accordingly): 
Subtitle E—No Government Subsidies for 

Corporations That Move Their Head-
quarters Overseas to Avoid Paying Taxes 

SEC. 191. TAX BENEFITS DISALLOWED IN CASE 
OF INVERTED CORPORATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer 
which is, or is a member of an expanded af-
filiated group which includes, an applicable 
inverted corporation, the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if the provisions of, and amend-
ments made by, this title (other than this 
subtitle) had never been enacted. 

(b) APPLICABLE INVERTED CORPORATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the term ‘‘applicable inverted corpora-
tion’’ means any foreign corporation which— 

(A) would be a surrogate foreign corpora-
tion under subsection (a)(2) of section 7874 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 if such 
subsection were applied by substituting ‘‘80 
percent’’ for ‘‘60 percent’’, or 

(B) is an inverted domestic corporation. 
(2) INVERTED DOMESTIC CORPORATION.—For 

purposes of this subsection, a foreign cor-
poration shall be treated as an inverted do-
mestic corporation if, pursuant to a plan (or 
a series of related transactions)— 

(A) the entity completes after May 8, 2014, 
the direct or indirect acquisition of— 

(i) substantially all of the properties held 
directly or indirectly by a domestic corpora-
tion, or 

(ii) substantially all of the assets of, or 
substantially all of the properties consti-
tuting a trade or business of, a domestic 
partnership, and 

(B) after the acquisition, either— 
(i) more than 50 percent of the stock (by 

vote or value) of the entity is held— 
(I) in the case of an acquisition with re-

spect to a domestic corporation, by former 
shareholders of the domestic corporation by 
reason of holding stock in the domestic cor-
poration, or 

(II) in the case of an acquisition with re-
spect to a domestic partnership, by former 
partners of the domestic partnership by rea-
son of holding a capital or profits interest in 
the domestic partnership, or 

(ii) the management and control of the ex-
panded affiliated group which includes the 
entity occurs, directly or indirectly, pri-
marily within the United States, and such 
expanded affiliated group has significant do-
mestic business activities. 

(3) EXCEPTION FOR CORPORATIONS WITH SUB-
STANTIAL BUSINESS ACTIVITIES IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRY OF ORGANIZATION.—A foreign cor-
poration described in paragraph (2) shall not 
be treated as an inverted domestic corpora-
tion if after the acquisition the expanded af-
filiated group which includes the entity has 
substantial business activities in the foreign 
country in which or under the law of which 
the entity is created or organized when com-
pared to the total business activities of such 
expanded affiliated group. For purposes of 
applying section 7874(a)(2)(B)(iii) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 and the pre-
ceding sentence, the term ‘‘substantial busi-
ness activities’’ shall have the meaning 
given such term under Treasury regulations 
in effect on May 8, 2014, except that the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may issue regulations 
increasing the threshold percent in any of 
the tests under such regulations for deter-
mining if business activities constitute sub-
stantial business activities for purposes of 
this paragraph. 

(4) MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (2)(B)(ii)— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe regulations for pur-
poses of determining cases in which the man-
agement and control of an expanded affili-
ated group is to be treated as occurring, di-
rectly or indirectly, primarily within the 
United States. The regulations prescribed 
under the preceding sentence shall apply to 
periods after May 8, 2014. 

(B) EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND SENIOR MAN-
AGEMENT.—Such regulations shall provide 
that the management and control of an ex-
panded affiliated group shall be treated as 
occurring, directly or indirectly, primarily 
within the United States if substantially all 
of the executive officers and senior manage-
ment of the expanded affiliated group who 
exercise day-to-day responsibility for mak-
ing decisions involving strategic, financial, 
and operational policies of the expanded af-
filiated group are based or primarily located 
within the United States. Individuals who in 
fact exercise such day-to-day responsibilities 
shall be treated as executive officers and 
senior management regardless of their title. 

(5) SIGNIFICANT DOMESTIC BUSINESS ACTIVI-
TIES.—For purposes of paragraph (2)(B)(ii), 
an expanded affiliated group has significant 
domestic business activities if at least 25 
percent of— 

(A) the employees of the group are based in 
the United States, 

(B) the employee compensation incurred 
by the group is incurred with respect to em-
ployees based in the United States, 

(C) the assets of the group are located in 
the United States, or 

(D) the income of the group is derived in 
the United States, 
determined in the same manner as such de-
terminations are made for purposes of deter-
mining substantial business activities under 
regulations referred to in paragraph (3) as in 
effect on May 8, 2014, but applied by treating 
all references in such regulations to ‘‘foreign 
country’’ and ‘‘relevant foreign country’’ as 
references to ‘‘the United States’’. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury may issue regulations 
decreasing the threshold percent in any of 
the tests under such regulations for deter-
mining if business activities constitute sig-
nificant domestic business activities for pur-
poses of this paragraph. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the terms ‘‘domestic corporation’’, 
‘‘foreign corporation’’, and ‘‘expanded affili-
ated group’’ shall each have the same mean-
ing as when used in section 7874 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986. 

Mr. NEAL (during the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
we dispense with the reading of the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I am op-
posed to this bill in its current form, 
and I want to remind colleagues that 

this amendment to the bill will not kill 
the bill, nor will it send it back to com-
mittee, and, in fact, if adopted, we will 
immediately proceed to final passage. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here today de-
bating this faulty effort for one reason 
and one reason only: the failure fun-
damentally to change the Tax Code. 

Now, let me say to my friends, the 
praise delivered on behalf of Mr. CAMP 
is well-earned. But I also want to say 
something today. We all love to say, ‘‘I 
hate to say I told you so,’’ but we real-
ly like to say, ‘‘I told you so.’’ 

I told you so. The staff would be rich 
if they took that bet that I offered not 
long ago on the very floor of this 
House. 

Now, Mr. CAMP, the wily sorcerer of 
tax policies that he is, he employed 
every bit of magic at his disposal to 
bring forth tax reform. He put together 
a great model and, for 3 years, without 
the glare of publicity, we actually had 
an adult conversation between the par-
ties, principals and the stakeholders, 
who listened carefully to what every-
one had to say. 

Unfortunately, the Republican lead-
ership was not spellbound by the sor-
cerer’s good deeds. When he was 
pleased to release his tax proposal, the 
leadership of the Republican side said, 
Blah, blah, blah. 

Well, one blah in support of con-
tinuing uncertainty for the American 
family and for business; two blahs, or a 
second blah, for cutting economic 
growth and business investment; and 
finally, a third blah to the lowest 
worker participation rate in 36 years. 

Seven to 8 million Americans still 
looking for work, but we can’t do tax 
reform. 

The last time we reformed our code, 
the Internet didn’t exist, but we can’t 
do tax reform. 

Economic growth at 2 percent, but 
we can’t do tax reform. 

Forty percent of the Business 
Roundtable’s major alliances said this 
week they plan on hiring new employ-
ees. That means 60 percent don’t—but 
we can’t do tax reform. 

Thirteen percent of these companies 
said they are committing to investing 
in buying new equipment, but that 
means 87 percent are not. 

Our inaction on tax reform is harm-
ing this economy, and it is not Mr. 
CAMP’s fault. Rather than working on 
this bill and staying with it, with wage 
stagnation, low worker participation 
rate, depressed business investment, 
instead of addressing these problems, 
we are debating a bill that, once the 
President signs it, we will immediately 
see it as being outdated, and we are 
going to start the process all over 
again, maybe in just a couple of days. 

What we have before us, in terms of 
process, is the pinnacle of congres-
sional nonsense. This bill does not 
incentivize companies to invest more; 
no more for research. We are rewarding 
companies for their past behavior. 

You cannot find any economist with 
credibility that will suggest that retro-
activity in the Tax Code is sound pol-
icy. 
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Pick up the newspaper and you are 

going to find very quickly that, as we 
released this draft, over that same pe-
riod of time, more companies inverted. 
The sound of the dam breaking is all 
around us. 

Recent reports have stated that the 
United States stands to lose $2 billion 
next year alone, and since the first in-
version in 1982, we have lost more than 
$9 billion. Sadly, these inversions are a 
part of an epidemic that started a dec-
ade ago. 

CRS points out that at least 47 com-
panies have inverted since the begin-
ning of the last year, 19 inversion deals 
are still pending, and 14 more are sure 
to come in the coming year alone. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation 
says now it is costing us $33.6 billion in 
lost tax revenue because of our inabil-
ity to deal with corporate tax inver-
sions. 

I understand the argument about tax 
avoidance versus tax evasion. We have 
done a reasonably good job at cracking 
down on Switzerland and Liechtenstein 
and other places, but we need to ad-
dress this question of Bermuda and 
these other tax havens where corporate 
residents of America pay their fair 
share, and those who invert to escape 
taxes—while, incidentally, we are en-
gaged militarily across the globe with 
a substantial bill—they feel as though 
they don’t have to deliver anything. 

Now, my motion to recommit today 
is very simple. Those companies that 
have inverted cannot take advantage of 
the very tax benefits that we are going 
to vote upon in a few minutes, which, 
by the way, I favor extending. If you 
have inverted, you should not be al-
lowed the same credits and deductions 
and exclusions that American busi-
nesses who have stayed here dutifully, 
respectfully, and with great patriotic 
fervor continue to pay. 

I don’t understand, for the life of me, 
why Republicans can’t support doing 
something about corporate tax inver-
sions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my point of order and seek time in op-
position to the motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation is withdrawn. 

The gentleman from Michigan is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I would just 
say, in brief, there is nothing in this 
motion to recommit that addresses the 
issues raised by my friend from Massa-
chusetts. The problems the gentleman 
identified are not dealt with at all 
here. 

Does this motion to recommit in-
crease investment, create jobs, and 
raise wages? 

Does this motion to recommit create 
certainty in what is an uncertain Tax 
Code with this process? 

It doesn’t. What this does is make 
our Tax Code more complex, makes 
American workers and American em-
ployers less competitive, and it will ac-

tually hurt our economy and stifle 
growth. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on this motion to 
recommit, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX, 
this 15-minute vote on the motion to 
recommit will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on the question of passage, if or-
dered, and passage of H.R. 647. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 197, nays 
223, not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 543] 

YEAS—197 

Adams 
Barber 
Barrow (GA) 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera (CA) 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 

Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
Meeks 

Meng 
Michaud 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Pingree (ME) 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 

Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 

Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Waters 

Waxman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—223 

Amash 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bilirakis 
Black 
Blackburn 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Cook 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Daines 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Ellmers 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 

Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Lankford 
Latham 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 

Petri 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schock 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Terry 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—14 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Capito 
Capuano 
Doyle 

Duckworth 
Hall 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul 
McKeon 

Miller, Gary 
Negrete McLeod 
Southerland 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

b 1737 

Messrs. PEARCE, BARR, BACHUS, 
YOHO, BRIDENSTINE, and Ms. 
GRANGER changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. EDWARDS and Mr. WAXMAN 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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So the motion to recommit was re-

jected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 378, noes 46, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 544] 

AYES—378 

Adams 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Capito 
Capps 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 

Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 

Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
LaMalfa 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Levin 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McAllister 

McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 

Quigley 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 

Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NOES—46 

Amash 
Becerra 
Blumenauer 
Broun (GA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cooper 
Cotton 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Ellison 
Fleming 
Garrett 
Gowdy 
Grijalva 

Harris 
Hastings (FL) 
Huelskamp 
Jones 
Jordan 
Labrador 
Lamborn 
Lankford 
Lee (CA) 
Lewis 
Lummis 
McClintock 
Meadows 
Mulvaney 
Napolitano 
O’Rourke 

Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pocan 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Ribble 
Sanford 
Schakowsky 
Shuster 
Stockman 
Thompson (CA) 
Visclosky 
Welch 
Whitfield 

NOT VOTING—10 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Capuano 
Doyle 

Duckworth 
Hall 
McCarthy (NY) 
McKeon 

Miller, Gary 
Negrete McLeod 

b 1745 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE 
EXPERIENCE ACT OF 2014 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SES-
SIONS). The unfinished business is the 
vote on passage of the bill (H.R. 647) to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide for the tax treatment of 

ABLE accounts established under 
State programs for the care of family 
members with disabilities, and for 
other purposes, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 17, 
not voting 13, as follows: 

[Roll No. 545] 

YEAS—404 

Adams 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Capito 
Capps 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 

Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 

Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGovern 
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McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, George 
Moran 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 

Rangel 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 

Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Waters 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—17 

Amash 
Becerra 
Bridenstine 
Garamendi 
Grijalva 
Huelskamp 

Jones 
McDermott 
Moore 
Napolitano 
Pocan 
Ruiz 

Sanford 
Schakowsky 
Scott, David 
Takano 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

NOT VOTING—13 

Aderholt 
Bishop (UT) 
Capuano 
Castro (TX) 
Doyle 

Duckworth 
Hall 
McCarthy (NY) 
McKeon 
Miller, Gary 

Negrete McLeod 
Pearce 
Poe (TX) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1755 
Mr. GARAMENDI changed his vote 

from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 
So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 545, H.R. 647, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my 
vote was not recorded on rollcall No. 545 on 
H.R. 647—ABLE Act of 2014. I was present 
for the vote but not recorded due to a me-
chanical problem with my voting card. I am a 

cosponsor of this legislation and I intended to 
vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PERRY). The Chair will remind all per-
sons in the gallery that they are here 
as guests of the House and that any 
manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation 
of the rules of the House. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE SCOTT PERRY, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable SCOTT 
PERRY, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

December 1, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a subpoena, issued by the 
United States Army, seeking documents for 
use by the prosecution in a court-martial. 
The subpoena seeks documents in my cus-
tody and control that relate to various com-
munications, dated in 2008, between a con-
stituent and the office of former U.S. Rep-
resentative Todd Platts. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
SCOTT PERRY, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL 
VISITOR CENTER FOR A CERE-
MONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO 
THE WORLD WAR II MEMBERS 
OF THE CIVIL AIR PATROL 
Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on House Administration 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of House Concurrent Resolution 
120, and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 120 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

CEREMONY TO PRESENT CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO WORLD 
WAR II MEMBERS OF CIVIL AIR PA-
TROL. 

Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Visitor 
Center is authorized to be used on December 
10, 2014, for a ceremony to present the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the World War II 
members of the Civil Air Patrol collectively, 

in recognition of the military service and ex-
emplary record of the Civil Air Patrol during 
World War II. Physical preparations for the 
conduct of the ceremony shall be carried out 
in accordance with such conditions as the 
Architect of the Capitol may prescribe. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1800 

ADDING EBOLA TO THE FDA PRI-
ORITY REVIEW VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM ACT 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 2917) to ex-
pand the program of priority review to 
encourage treatments for tropical dis-
eases, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2917 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Adding 
Ebola to the FDA Priority Review Voucher 
Program Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PRIORITY REVIEW TO ENCOURAGE 

TREATMENTS FOR TROPICAL DIS-
EASES. 

Section 524 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360n) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3)— 
(A) by redesignating subparagraph (Q) as 

subparagraph (R); 
(B) by inserting after subparagraph (P) the 

following: 
‘‘(Q) Filoviruses.’’; and 
(C) in subparagraph (R), as so redesignated, 

by striking ‘‘regulation by’’ and inserting 
‘‘order of’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by adding ‘‘There is 

no limit on the number of times a priority 
review voucher may be transferred before 
such voucher is used.’’ after the period at the 
end; and 

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘365 days’’ 
and inserting ‘‘90 days’’. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

SUDDEN UNEXPECTED DEATH 
DATA ENHANCEMENT AND 
AWARENESS ACT 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 669) to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to improve the health of children and 
help better understand and enhance 
awareness about unexpected sudden 
death in early life, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, and concur in the 
Senate amendments. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ments. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sudden Unex-
pected Death Data Enhancement and Aware-
ness Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONTINUING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 

STILLBIRTH, SUDDEN UNEXPECTED 
INFANT DEATH AND SUDDEN UNEX-
PLAINED DEATH IN CHILDHOOD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall continue activities related 
to still birth, sudden unexpected infant death, 
and sudden unexplained death in childhood, in-
cluding, as appropriate— 

(1) collecting information, such as socio-demo-
graphic, death scene investigation, clinical his-
tory, and autopsy information, on stillbirth, 
sudden unexpected infant death, and sudden 
unexplained death in childhood through the 
utilization of existing surveillance systems and 
collaborating with States to improve the quality, 
consistency, and collection of such data; 

(2) disseminating information to educate the 
public, health care providers, and other stake-
holders on stillbirth, sudden unexpected infant 
death and sudden unexplained death in child-
hood; and 

(3) collaborating with the Attorney General, 
State and local departments of health, and 
other experts, as appropriate, to provide con-
sistent information for medical examiners and 
coroners, law enforcement personnel, and 
health care providers related to death scene in-
vestigations and autopsies for sudden unex-
pected infant death and sudden unexplained 
death in childhood, in order to improve the 
quality and consistency of the data collected at 
such death scenes and to promote consistent re-
porting on the cause of death after autopsy to 
inform prevention, intervention, and other ac-
tivities. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall submit to Congress a report that includes 
a description of any activities that are being 
carried out by agencies within the Department 
of Health and Human Services, including the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the National Institutes of Health, related to 
stillbirth, sudden unexpected infant death, and 
sudden unexplained death in childhood, includ-
ing those activities identified under subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 3. NO ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

This Act shall not be construed to increase the 
amount of appropriations that are authorized to 
be appropriated for any fiscal year. 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
improve the health of children and help bet-
ter understand and enhance awareness about 
unexpected sudden death in early life.’’. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the reading of the Senate amend-
ments be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 

House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONDEMNING THE ACTIONS OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 758) strongly 
condemning the actions of the Russian 
Federation, under President Vladimir 
Putin, which has carried out a policy of 
aggression against neighboring coun-
tries aimed at political and economic 
domination, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 758 

Whereas the Russian Federation has sub-
jected Ukraine to a campaign of political, 
economic, and military aggression for the 
purpose of establishing its domination over 
the country and progressively erasing its 
independence; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s invasion 
of, and military operations on, Ukrainian 
territory represent gross violations of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, and 
territorial integrity and a violation of inter-
national law, including the Russian Federa-
tion’s obligations under the United Nations 
Charter; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has, since 
February 2014, violated each of the 10 prin-
ciples of the 1975 Helsinki Accords in its rela-
tions with Ukraine; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s forcible 
occupation and illegal annexation of Crimea 
and its continuing support for separatist and 
paramilitary forces in eastern Ukraine are 
violations of its obligations under the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum on Security Assur-
ances, in which it pledged to respect the 
independence and sovereignty and the exist-
ing borders of Ukraine, and to refrain from 
the threat or use of force against the terri-
torial integrity or political independence of 
Ukraine; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has pro-
vided military equipment, training, and 
other assistance to separatist and para-
military forces in eastern Ukraine that has 
resulted in over 4,000 civilian deaths, hun-
dreds of thousands of civilian refugees, and 
widespread destruction; 

Whereas the Ukrainian military remains 
at a significant disadvantage compared to 
the armed forces of the Russian Federation 
in terms of size and technological sophistica-
tion; 

Whereas the United States strongly sup-
ports efforts to assist Ukraine to defend its 
territory and sovereignty against military 
aggression by the Russian Federation and by 
separatist forces; 

Whereas the terms of the cease-fire speci-
fied in the Minsk Protocol that was signed 
on September 5, 2014, by representatives of 
the Government of Ukraine, the Russian 
Federation, and the Russian-led separatists 
in the eastern area of Ukraine have been re-
peatedly violated by the Russian Federation 
and the separatist forces it supports; 

Whereas separatist forces in areas they 
controlled in eastern Ukraine prevented the 
holding of elections on May 25, 2014, for a 
new President of Ukraine and on October 26, 
2014, for a new Rada, thereby preventing the 

people of eastern Ukraine from exercising 
their democratic right to select their can-
didates for office in free and fair elections; 

Whereas on November 2, 2014, separatist 
forces in eastern Ukraine held fraudulent 
and illegal elections in areas they controlled 
for the supposed purpose of choosing leaders 
of the illegitimate local political entities 
they have declared; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to provide the military, political, and eco-
nomic support without which the separatist 
forces could not continue to maintain their 
areas of control; 

Whereas the reestablishment of peace and 
security in Ukraine requires the full with-
drawal of Russian forces from Ukrainian ter-
ritory, the resumption of the Government of 
Ukraine’s control over all of the country’s 
international borders, the disarming of the 
separatist and paramilitary forces in the 
east, an end to Russia’s use of its energy ex-
ports and trade barriers to apply economic 
and political pressure, and an end to Russian 
interference in Ukraine’s internal affairs; 

Whereas Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, a ci-
vilian airliner, was destroyed by a missile 
fired by Russian-backed separatist forces in 
eastern Ukraine, resulting in the loss of 298 
innocent lives; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to supply the vast majority of arms pur-
chases, which include anti-aircraft missile 
systems and other lethal weapons, to the 
Bashar Assad regime in Syria, a state spon-
sor of terrorism that is actively backed by 
Hezbollah, a sophisticated terrorist group 
hostile to the United States and its close al-
lies; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has pro-
tected the Assad regime and backed its bru-
tal assault against the Syrian people; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has used 
and is continuing to use coercive economic 
measures, including the manipulation of en-
ergy prices and supplies, as well as trade re-
strictions, to place political and economic 
pressure on Ukraine; 

Whereas France agreed to sell to the Rus-
sian Federation two Mistral-class amphib-
ious assault ships in 2011 for $1.7 billion; 

Whereas Russian possession of these ships 
would be a destabilizing addition to the Rus-
sian military, which would likely have 
boosted its ability to invade Crimea; 

Whereas given the Russian invasion of sov-
ereign territory of the Republic of Ukraine 
in Crimea and elsewhere and its dangerous 
behavior throughout the region, France de-
cided to suspend delivery of the Mistral-class 
warships to the Russian Federation; 

Whereas purchase of the two Mistral-class 
warships by North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) countries would expand NATO’s 
capabilities, resolve France’s legitimate con-
cern over the cost of the ships, and eliminate 
a potential threat to countries in Eastern 
Europe; 

Whereas the Russian Federation invaded 
the Republic of Georgia in August 2008, con-
tinues to station military forces in the re-
gions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, and is 
implementing measures intended to progres-
sively integrate these regions into the Rus-
sian Federation, including by signing a 
‘‘treaty’’ between Georgia’s Abkhazia Region 
and the Russian Federation on November 24, 
2014; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to subject the Republic of Georgia to polit-
ical and military intimidation, economic co-
ercion, and other forms of aggression in an 
effort to establish its control of the country 
and to prevent Georgia from establishing 
closer relations with the European Union 
and the United States; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to station military forces in the 
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Transniestria region of Moldova in violation 
of the express will of the Government of 
Moldova and of its Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) commit-
ments; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to provide support to the illegal separatist 
regime in the Transniestria region of 
Moldova; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to subject Moldova to political and military 
intimidation, economic coercion, and other 
forms of aggression in an effort to establish 
its control of the country and to prevent ef-
forts by Moldova to establish closer relations 
with the European Union and the United 
States; 

Whereas the Russian Federation acceded to 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) Treaty obligation of the Union of So-
viet Socialist Republics in a declaration 
issued at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in October 
1992; 

Whereas under the terms of the INF Trea-
ty, a flight-test or deployment of any INF- 
banned weapon delivery vehicle by the Rus-
sian Federation constitutes a militarily sig-
nificant violation of the INF Treaty; 

Whereas on April 2, 2014, the Commander, 
U.S. European Command, and Supreme Al-
lied Commander Europe, General Breedlove, 
stated that, ‘‘A weapon capability that vio-
lates the INF, that is introduced into the 
greater European land mass is absolutely a 
tool that will have to be dealt with. . . I 
would not judge how the alliance will choose 
to react, but I would say they will have to 
consider what to do about it. . . It can’t go 
unanswered.’’; 

Whereas on July 29, 2014, the United States 
Department of State released its report on 
the Adherence to and Compliance with Arms 
Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament 
Agreements and Commitments, as required 
by Section 403 of the Arms Control and Dis-
armament Act, for calendar year 2013, which 
found that, ‘‘[t]he United States has deter-
mined that the Russian Federation is in vio-
lation of its obligations under the INF Trea-
ty not to possess, produce, or flight-test a 
ground-launched cruise missile (GLCM) with 
a range capability of 500 km to 5,500 km, or 
to possess or produce launchers of such mis-
siles’’; 

Whereas concerns also exist with respect 
to a new Russian ballistic missile, the RS-26, 
which, according to reports, has been tested 
on multiple occasions at intermediate 
ranges, and in different configurations, 
which would be covered by the interpretative 
statements the United States Senate relied 
upon when it ratified the INF Treaty in May 
1988; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has re-
quested the approval of new sensors and new 
aircraft to be flown over the United States 
and Europe as part of the Treaty on Open 
Skies, and serious concerns have been raised 
regarding impacts to United States national 
security if such approval is given; 

Whereas on November 11, 2014, the Com-
mander, U.S. European Command, and Su-
preme Allied Commander Europe, General 
Breedlove, stated that, Russian forces ‘‘capa-
ble of being nuclear’’ are being moved to the 
Crimea Peninsula; 

Whereas according to reports, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation has repeat-
edly engaged in the infiltration of, and at-
tacks on, computer networks of the United 
States Government, as well as individuals 
and private entities, for the purpose of illic-
itly acquiring information and disrupting op-
erations, including by supporting Russian in-
dividuals and entities engaged in these ac-
tions; 

Whereas the political, military, and eco-
nomic aggression against Ukraine and other 

countries by the Russian Federation under-
scores the enduring importance of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as the 
cornerstone of collective Euro-Atlantic de-
fense; 

Whereas the United States reaffirms its ob-
ligations under the North Atlantic Treaty, 
especially Article 5 which states that ‘‘an 
armed attack against one or more’’ of the 
treaty signatories ‘‘shall be considered an at-
tack against them all’’; 

Whereas the Russian Federation is con-
tinuing to use its supply of energy as a 
means of political and economic coercion 
against Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, and 
other European countries; 

Whereas the United States strongly sup-
ports energy diversification initiatives in 
Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, and other Euro-
pean countries to reduce the ability of the 
Russian Federation to use its supply of en-
ergy for political and economic coercion, in-
cluding the development of domestic sources 
of energy, increased efficiency, and sub-
stituting Russian energy resources with im-
ports from other countries; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to conduct an aggressive propaganda effort 
in Ukraine in which false information is used 
to subvert the authority of the legitimate 
national government, undermine stability, 
promote ethnic dissension, and incite vio-
lence; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has ex-
panded the presence of its state-sponsored 
media in national languages across central 
and western Europe with the intent of using 
news and information to distort public opin-
ion and obscure Russian political and eco-
nomic influence in Europe; 

Whereas expanded efforts by United States 
international broadcasting across all media 
in the Russian and Ukrainian languages are 
needed to counter Russian propaganda and 
to provide the people of Ukraine and the sur-
rounding regions with access to credible and 
balanced information; 

Whereas the Voice of America and Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), Incor-
porated continue to represent a minority 
market share in Ukraine and other regional 
states with significant ethno-linguistic Rus-
sian populations who increasingly obtain 
their local and international news from Rus-
sian state-sponsored media outlets; 

Whereas the United States International 
Programming to Ukraine and Neighboring 
Regions Act of 2014 (PL 113–96) requires the 
Voice of America and RFE/RL, Incorporated 
to provide programming content to target 
populations in Ukraine and Moldova 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, including at least 8 
weekly hours of total original video and tele-
vision content and 14 weekly hours of total 
audio content while expanding cooperation 
with local media outlets and deploying 
greater content through multimedia plat-
forms and mobile devices; and 

Whereas Vladimir Putin has established an 
increasingly authoritarian regime in the 
Russian Federation through fraudulent elec-
tions, the persecution and jailing of political 
opponents, the elimination of independent 
media, the seizure of key sectors of the econ-
omy and enabling supporters to enrich them-
selves through widespread corruption, and 
implementing a strident propaganda cam-
paign to justify Russian aggression against 
other countries and repression in Russia, 
among other actions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) strongly supports the efforts by Presi-
dent Poroshenko and the people of Ukraine 
to establish a lasting peace in their country 
that includes the full withdrawal of Russian 
forces from the territory of Ukraine, full 
control of Ukraine’s international borders, 

the disarming of separatist and paramilitary 
forces in eastern Ukraine, the adoption of 
policies to reduce the ability of the Russian 
Federation to use energy exports and trade 
barriers as weapons to apply economic and 
political pressure, and an end to interference 
by the Russian Federation in the internal af-
fairs of Ukraine; 

(2) affirms the right of Ukraine, Georgia, 
Moldova, and all countries to exercise their 
sovereign rights within their internationally 
recognized borders free from outside inter-
vention, and to conduct their foreign policy 
in accordance with their determination of 
the best interests of their peoples; 

(3) condemns the continuing political, eco-
nomic, and military aggression by the Rus-
sian Federation against Ukraine, Georgia, 
and Moldova and the continuing violation of 
their sovereignty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity; 

(4) states that the military intervention by 
the Russian Federation in Ukraine— 

(A) is in breach of its obligations under the 
United Nations Charter; 

(B) is in clear violation of each of the 10 
principles of the 1975 Helsinki Accords; 

(C) is in violation of the 1994 Budapest 
Memorandum on Security Assurances in 
which it pledged to respect the independ-
ence, sovereignty, and existing borders of 
Ukraine and to refrain from the threat of the 
use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of Ukraine; and 

(D) poses a threat to international peace 
and security; 

(5) calls on the Russian Federation to re-
verse its illegal annexation of Crimea, to end 
its support of the separatist forces in Cri-
mea, and to remove its military forces from 
that region other than those operating in 
strict accordance with its 1997 agreement on 
the Status and Conditions of the Black Sea 
Fleet Stationing on the Territory of 
Ukraine; 

(6) calls on the President to cooperate with 
United States allies and partners in Europe 
and other countries around the world to 
refuse to recognize any de jure or de facto 
sovereignty of the Russian Federation over 
Crimea, its airspace, or its territorial 
waters; 

(7) calls on the Russian Federation to re-
move its military forces and military equip-
ment from the territory of Ukraine, Georgia, 
and Moldova, and to end its political, mili-
tary, and economic support of separatist 
forces; 

(8) calls on the Russian Federation and the 
separatist forces it supports and controls in 
Ukraine to end their violations of the cease- 
fire announced in Minsk on September 5, 
2014; 

(9) calls on the President to cooperate with 
United States allies and partners in Europe 
and other countries around the world to im-
pose visa bans, targeted asset freezes, sec-
toral sanctions, and other measures on the 
Russian Federation and its leadership with 
the goal of compelling it to end its violation 
of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, to remove its military forces and 
equipment from Ukrainian territory, and to 
end its support of separatist and para-
military forces; 

(10) calls on the President to provide the 
Government of Ukraine with lethal and non- 
lethal defense articles, services, and training 
required to effectively defend its territory 
and sovereignty; 

(11) calls on the President to provide the 
Government of Ukraine with appropriate in-
telligence and other relevant information in 
a timely manner to assist the Government of 
Ukraine to defend its territory and sov-
ereignty; 
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(12) calls on North Atlantic Treaty Organi-

zation (NATO) allies and United States part-
ners in Europe and other nations around the 
world to suspend all military cooperation 
with Russia, including prohibiting the sale 
to the Russian Government of lethal and 
non-lethal military equipment; 

(13) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to its obligations under the 
North Atlantic Treaty, especially Article 5, 
and calls on all Alliance member states to 
provide their full share of the resources 
needed to ensure their collective defense; 

(14) urges the President, in consultation 
with Congress, to conduct a review of the 
force posture, readiness, and responsibilities 
of United States Armed Forces and the 
forces of other members of NATO to deter-
mine if the contributions and actions of each 
are sufficient to meet the obligations of col-
lective self-defense under Article 5 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty and to specify the 
measures needed to remedy any deficiencies; 

(15) welcomes the decision of France to in-
definitely suspend the delivery of the Mis-
tral-class warships to the Russian Federa-
tion and urges the United States, France, 
NATO, and other partners to engage in con-
sultations and consider all alternative acqui-
sition options for such warships which would 
not include transfer of the ships to the Rus-
sian Federation; 

(16) urges the President to publicly hold 
the Russian Federation accountable for vio-
lations of its obligations under the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty 
and to take action to bring the Russian Fed-
eration back into compliance with the Trea-
ty; 

(17) urges the President to work with 
Asian, European, and other allies to develop 
a comprehensive strategy to ensure the Rus-
sian Federation is not able to gain any ben-
efit by its development of military systems 
that violate the INF Treaty; 

(18) believes the emplacement by the Rus-
sian Federation of its nuclear weapons on 
Ukrainian territory would constitute a pro-
vocative and destabilizing move; 

(19) calls on Ukraine and other countries to 
support energy diversification initiatives to 
reduce the ability of the Russian Federation 
to use its energy exports as a means of ap-
plying political or economic pressure, in-
cluding by promoting energy efficiency and 
reverse natural gas flows from Western Eu-
rope, and calls on the United States to pro-
mote increased natural gas exports and en-
ergy efficiency; 

(20) calls on the President and the United 
States Department of State to develop a 
strategy for multilateral coordination to 
produce or otherwise procure and distribute 
news and information in the Russian lan-
guage to countries with significant Russian- 
speaking populations which maximizes the 
use of existing platforms for content deliv-
ery such as the Voice of America and Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), Incor-
porated, leverages indigenous public-private 
partnerships for content production, and 
seeks in-kind contributions from regional 
state governments; 

(21) calls on the United States Department 
of State to identify positions at key diplo-
matic posts in Europe to evaluate the polit-
ical, economic, and cultural influence of 
Russia and Russian state-sponsored media 
and to coordinate with host governments on 
appropriate responses; 

(22) calls on the Russian Federation to 
cease its support for the Assad regime in 
Syria; 

(23) calls on the President to publicly and 
privately demand the Russian Federation 
cease its destabilizing behavior at every op-
portunity and in every engagement between 

the United States and its officials and the 
Russian Federation and its officials; 

(24) calls upon the Russian Federation to 
seek a mutually beneficial relationship with 
the United States that is based on respect 
for the independence and sovereignty of all 
countries and their right to freely determine 
their future, including their relationship 
with other nations and international organi-
zations, without interference, intimidation, 
or coercion by other countries; and 

(25) calls for the reestablishment of a close 
and cooperative relationship between the 
people of the United States and the Russian 
people based on the shared pursuit of democ-
racy, human rights, and peace among all na-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on this 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 758 and commend the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) 
for his work in bringing this important 
measure to the floor tonight. I also 
commend the work of our great chair-
man, Chairman ROYCE, and our fabu-
lous ranking member, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ENGEL), for their 
work on this critical issue. 

As this resolution documents, Mr. 
Speaker, Vladimir Putin has repeat-
edly demonstrated that he is a threat 
not just to our friends and allies, but to 
international peace and stability. 
From Ukraine, Moldova, and the Re-
public of Georgia, to arms control vio-
lations and support for the Assad re-
gime in Syria, Putin’s continuing mili-
tary, economic, and political aggres-
sion against Ukraine and others is on 
full display. Of course, his most dra-
matic action was the forcible occupa-
tion and annexation of Crimea earlier 
this year. 

Today, as we consider this resolu-
tion, Russian forces are operating on 
Ukrainian soil supporting separatists 
that they have heavily armed. The ap-
parent intent of the Russian-backed 
separatists is to carve out an area that 
Russia will be able to permanently 
dominate. This is not what the people 
of Ukraine want. 

Already, thousands of Ukrainians 
have died in the fighting, and hundreds 
of thousands have been made refugees, 
with many more suffering severe depri-
vation. The destruction of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 demonstrated the 
threat to civilians in this conflict, but 

many more have been killed in the 
months since; yet these tragedies go 
mostly unnoticed in the West. 

Ukraine is not asking the U.S. to de-
fend it against Russia, but instead to 
provide it with the means with which 
it can defend its people and its sov-
ereignty, but the administration has 
refused to do so, instead, restricting 
U.S. assistance to small amounts of 
nonlethal goods and equipment. 

As Ukraine’s President said when he 
addressed us in Congress in September, 
one cannot win a war with blankets. 
Ukraine is clearly in need of urgent 
military assistance. The administra-
tion must act quickly to equip it with 
the means not just to clothe its sol-
diers, but to stop tanks as well. 

The assault on Ukraine isn’t being 
carried out by military means alone. 
Putin has also attempted to use eco-
nomic coercion on Ukraine. He has 
used Russia’s supply of energy to 
Ukraine and to other countries, includ-
ing many in the European Union, as a 
political weapon, shutting off deliv-
eries in the middle of winter. 

The United States and our friends 
and allies in Europe and around the 
world are taking action to ensure that 
he and his regime pay a heavy price for 
this aggression. By imposing sanctions 
on key sectors, especially financial in-
stitutions and the oil sector, we have 
put enormous pressure on the Russian 
economy, which its officials openly 
admit. 

More needs to be done, Mr. Speaker. 
We must also counter Russia’s ability 
to use energy as a weapon. The U.S. 
can play an important role in this ef-
fort simply by removing the unilateral 
restrictions we have imposed on our ex-
port of natural gas. 

Finally, we must work with our al-
lies in NATO to enhance the security of 
the Baltic States and other countries 
of the alliance that are menaced by 
Russian aggression. A perceived weak-
ness could lead to miscalculation on 
Moscow’s part with incalculable con-
sequences. No one should doubt our 
commitment to NATO. 

Through these and other measures, 
Mr. Speaker, we can demonstrate to 
Putin and the world that we will do 
what is necessary to protect Ukraine 
and other countries that are threat-
ened by his imperial ambitions and en-
sure that they can live in peace and se-
curity. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume, 
and I rise in strong support of H. Res. 
758. 

Mr. Speaker, after the cold war, we 
all hoped that Russia would emerge as 
a modern power, governed by demo-
cratic norms, the rule of law, and re-
spect for human rights. Regrettably, 
things didn’t turn out that way. It is 
time to recognize the fact that Russia, 
under the leadership of Vladimir Putin, 
is a threat to European security and to 
U.S. interests in the region. 
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We must be clear that our concerns 

are not directed toward the Russian 
people. In fact, as Putin tightens his 
grip, his own citizens are among those 
suffering the most. Basic freedoms are 
under attack. The media has become a 
mouthpiece for Putin and his cronies, 
and as Russia continues its aggression 
in Ukraine, international sanctions are 
hitting home, dragging down Russia’s 
economy. 

Nevertheless, we have high hopes for 
those inside Russia who seek an alter-
native, who want a brighter future for 
their country and for their children, so 
this resolution encourages the estab-
lishment of close and cooperative ties 
between the people of the United 
States and the people of Russia. 

It pains me that Putin has effectively 
destroyed democracy in Russia. We 
must let the Russian people know that 
we stand by them against this tyrant. 
We need to keep supporting those in 
Russia who are struggling against 
tough odds to keep the media and civil 
space open, to share ideas that origi-
nate beyond the Kremlin’s walls, to 
shine a light on the corruption in Mos-
cow and the misinformation on the air-
waves. 

I think this resolution sends an im-
portant message, and I would like to 
thank the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
KINZINGER) for taking the lead on this 
important issue, but I also think we 
should be doing more, and I am pleased 
to be working with Chairman ROYCE on 
new legislation to support Ukraine and 
further penalize Russia for its contin-
ued trampling of Ukrainian sov-
ereignty. 

I am also pleased that this resolution 
lays out Congress’ strong opposition to 
France’s sale of two Mistral warships 
to Russia, a key priority of mine over 
the last several months. We should all 
thank France for indefinitely sus-
pending transfer of the ship to Russia, 
but I think we can go even further, 
with NATO buying or leasing the ships. 

I believe that this would be a win- 
win-win: a win for NATO, which would 
acquire these powerful ships; a win for 
France, whose legitimate financial in-
terests would be addressed; and a win 
for the countries in Eastern Europe, 
which would be further threatened if 
Russia, indeed, had these vessels. 

Among those countries under Mos-
cow’s pressure are Ukraine, Moldova, 
and Georgia, where Russia continues to 
stoke separatism. There was a vote re-
cently in Moldova which rejected Putin 
and his nonsense, and I was happy to 
see it. 

In the Baltic States and elsewhere, 
Russian propaganda fills the airwaves, 
spreading deceptions about the West. 
Across Eastern Europe, millions wait 
with apprehension to see what Putin 
will do next. They have good reason. 
We know that he is willing to flout 
international law and trample his 
neighbors’ sovereignty, so better to 
stand up to a bully now than to try to 
reverse his future gains. 

When Putin talks about going into 
Crimea to protect ethnic Russians, it 

sounds to me a very lot like Hitler in 
1938 who said he was going in to 
Czechoslovakia to the Sudetenland to 
protect ethnic Germans. 

During the cold war, the United 
States stared down the Soviet Union at 
the height of its power and refused to 
blink. We sided with those behind the 
Iron Curtain who stood up for their 
universal rights. 

Today, those rights are once again 
under threat; so, my colleagues, let’s 
pass this resolution, and let’s keep 
working to meet the challenge of Rus-
sia’s growing aggression. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER), a member of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
author of this important measure. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 
yielding the time. Thanks to the com-
mittee and the leadership for bringing 
this very important issue forward. 

Russia’s continuing political, mili-
tary, and economic aggression against 
Ukraine, as well as Georgia and 
Moldova, must be addressed; in short, 
this aggression will not stand. Man-
kind everywhere has a responsibility to 
stand up for territorial integrity and 
sovereignty in Ukraine, Georgia, and 
Moldova. 

U.S. and European sanctions, to date, 
have unfortunately not caused Russia 
to change course. It is imperative that 
this body continues to pressure Russia 
and remain focused on exposing their 
illegal actions. 

Mr. Putin would love nothing more 
than the world to simply not take no-
tice or not have the political will to di-
rectly push back against his illegal an-
nexation of Crimea. In fact, there is 
some who would promote a policy of 
appeasement for political, business, or 
other purposes against Russia. 

That approach is woefully short-
sighted and naive and underestimates 
what Mr. Putin’s regime is capable of 
throughout Eastern Europe and now, 
unfortunately, the Middle East. 

The U.S., Europe, and our allies must 
aggressively keep the pressure on Mr. 
Putin to encourage him to change his 
behavior. Sadly, Mr. Putin will only re-
spond to raw power, and we must re-
main unified in our opposition to the 
annexation of Crimea and continued ef-
forts to destabilize eastern Ukraine. 
We must be willing to change Mr. 
Putin’s calculation to make it far too 
costly for him to continue down this 
path. 

My constituents in Illinois have been 
shocked by Russia’s military aggres-
sion into Ukraine, and over the past 
year, they have been afraid that we are 
moving into a second cold war. I agree 
with my constituents and believe Putin 
has alienated all the Western countries 
he ostensibly was trying to woo by the 
Sochi Olympics and is on the path to 
reigniting a second cold war. 

Moreover, Putin has enraged the 
world by denying Russia’s involvement 
in the death of 200 civilian passengers 
on a commercial Malaysian airplane 
from Holland to Malaysia in the spring 
of 2014. 

b 1815 

Russia, sending arms and rockets to 
the Russian-aligned forces in Ukraine, 
was the match that lit the fire for this 
heinous act. 

On another note, I have had the op-
portunity to visit the country of Geor-
gia on several occasions over the past 
few years and have been impressed 
with its people and their political aspi-
rations. I have personally witnessed 
Russian troops in Georgia, where they 
continue to occupy Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. In the same way Crimea 
should be returned to Ukraine, Russia 
should immediately withdraw its 
troops from Georgia. 

The recent ‘‘treaty’’ between Geor-
gia’s Abkhazia region and the Russian 
Federation is a farce. Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia remain integral parts of 
Georgia and deserve to be part of an 
independent, sovereign Georgia. 

It is long past time to stand up to 
Mr. Putin and his wars of opportunities 
in Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine, and 
I would urge my colleagues to support 
the measure. 

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not 
thank Chairman ROYCE for his strong 
leadership on this and many other 
issues that have come before the For-
eign Affairs Committee this past Con-
gress. It has been an absolute pleasure 
to serve on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. The past 2 years have been 
an extremely tumultuous time for the 
world. I am extremely proud of this 
committee’s work to directly confront 
the problems quickly and with clear, 
unified voice. 

While I can’t thank everyone, I would 
like to specifically thank the following 
staff for their tremendous diligence 
and hard work: Tom Sheehy, Edward 
Burrier, Doug Seay, Elizabeth Heng, 
and, out of my personal office, Michael 
Essington. You have been wonderful to 
work with on this committee, and I am 
sure you will continue the hard work 
in the next Congress as we confront a 
world that is severely lacking in global 
American leadership. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman very much. 

Let me express my appreciation to 
the author of this bill, Mr. KINZINGER, 
and to the managers on the bill, as well 
as, in particular, to thank the ranking 
member, the chairman, and, of course, 
the manager today. Thank you for 
your leadership. 

I associate myself with Congressman 
ENGEL’s remarks about leaving a space 
for affirmation of the Russian people 
but to make it very clear that we con-
demn the actions of Mr. Putin. Maybe 
calling him that is even too polite. 
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Remember the days of Gorbachev 

when we understood that there was an 
open Russia, there was a Russia who 
was committed to working for world 
peace, standing on their own principles 
and values and history, not denying 
their strength, but yet working col-
laboratively in a civilized way. What 
happened to that Russia? What hap-
pened to the Russia that was supposed 
to be shown to the world during the 
Olympics? What happened to the Rus-
sia that believed in its great history 
and was prepared to stand alongside of 
all world leaders to make a better 
place? 

The taking over, the dominance, the 
literal invasion of Crimea was intoler-
able and an unacceptable action by a 
nation that calls itself ‘‘standing civ-
ilized with other nations.’’ The horrific 
tragedy of Malaysian Airlines and what 
many of us viewed around the world as 
we watched bodies being unattended 
and thugs not allowing persons to come 
and see to those bodies, how long they 
languished in those fields. 

So I think it is important to ask the 
question of Mr. Putin: What has hap-
pened to the Russia that we have 
known? 

I would say that this resolution con-
demns the actions of the government 
and the leadership of the government, 
but not the Russian people. I look for-
ward to legislation coming forward 
that we all will debate on how we 
interact with the Russian people and 
provide the freedom of press and the 
freedom of speech and the opportuni-
ties for them. 

Mr. Speaker, as I conclude my re-
marks, I would be remiss not to be able 
to acknowledge Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, 
who has an excellent bill on the floor, 
H. Res. 714, but to be able to say to 
him, I consider him a great American 
and a representative of his community 
and his region and all that he has done 
to turn our attention to south China, 
east China, and the Asian Pacific re-
gion. We are grateful for what he has 
done and grateful for his service. I 
thank him very much and wish for the 
continued support of his legislation 
and his service to this country. 

Let me also say that I support S. 
2673, the United States-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act, and look forward to 
its passage. 

Again, in conclusion, I hope that this 
legislation, the underlying legislation, 
is a statement on behalf of America, of 
what we mean and what we stand for. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Ohio, MARCY KAP-
TUR, who has been a leader in Ukraine 
freedom and other issues involving 
Eastern Europe. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my dear friend and colleague, the rank-
ing member, Congressman ELIOT ENGEL 
of New York, for yielding me this time, 
and also wish to thank the chair, 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida, obvi-

ously Chairman ROYCE, Congressman 
KINZINGER, all those who have brought 
this important resolution to the floor, 
and I rise in support. 

Let me just say that the actions of 
Russia have truly disappointed any lib-
erty-loving person that exists on the 
face of the Earth. I think this resolu-
tion further undergirds the high regard 
this Nation places on the value of lib-
erty, and liberty for all; its provisions 
that deal with increasing sanctions and 
with added efforts in the energy secu-
rity arena for Ukraine are extraor-
dinarily important; the focus on addi-
tional communications; defensive 
equipment for the military of Ukraine 
to defend the interests of that country; 
and, importantly, cooperation with 
NATO nations and nonallied NATO na-
tions to develop the kind of inter-
national cooperative effort that truly 
can yield a better Central and Eastern 
Europe in the decades ahead. 

I want to commend the leadership on 
both sides of the aisle. This is a bipar-
tisan effort, what the American people 
are asking us for, aspiring to the high-
est values that we hold as a nation, and 
that is liberty for all, liberty for those 
who live in places where individuals 
have not had the opportunity to fully 
flourish because of the totalitarian and 
repressive regimes that make normal 
life impossible. 

I would urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution, and I thank the 
leadership for bringing this up in the 
closing hours of this Congress. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
and also Mr. KINZINGER, the sponsor for 
this fine resolution. 

In 1 minute I have one very simple 
thing to say. It is time that we recog-
nize who we are dealing with here. I 
know that it is easy and it is fun to 
talk about diplomacy and diplomatic 
talk and pretend that Mr. Putin is this 
democratic leader who has democratic 
aspirations, but as this resolution 
clearly states, facts just do not bear 
that out. 

So I thank the sponsor, and I thank 
the chairwoman for bringing to the 
floor the truth of what Europe is 
threatened with and the world is 
threatened with. Mr. Putin, that re-
gime, is a regime of a thug for thugs, 
and he must be treated that way. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

In closing, let me again stress the 
importance of this resolution. It is 
strong and it is comprehensive. It says 
what needs to be said, namely, that the 
United States stands firmly with 
Ukraine as it faces Russia’s aggrega-
tion, period, plain and simple, and it 
condemns that aggregation in unam-
biguous terms. 

But this resolution also keeps the 
door open to improved U.S.-Russian re-
lations should Mr. Putin cease his ag-
gression against Ukraine and observe 

the rules and norms that undergird the 
international order. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. It is very important. It is 
very timely. It is important that we 
act now. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank our esteemed chairman, Mr. 
ROYCE of California, as well as Mr. 
KINZINGER, the author of this resolu-
tion, for bringing forth this timely res-
olution before us. 

By approving this resolution, Mr. 
Speaker, the House will send Vladimir 
Putin a clear and unmistakable mes-
sage, one aimed not only at him, but at 
all of those in other countries who are 
tempted to use aggression and invasion 
to achieve their objectives. 

There is more at stake here than 
simply defending Ukraine’s independ-
ence and sovereignty, although that is 
our primary goal. The message is that 
the United States will not simply stand 
by and silently watch the world ascend 
into anarchy nor allow aggressors to 
accomplish their goals by force and co-
ercion. 

By demonstrating to Putin that his 
aggressive actions will only result in 
unacceptable costs to him and his re-
gime, we can prevent others from con-
cluding that we and our allies will do 
nothing to stop them and that they are 
free to impose the law of the jungle 
once again. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 758 as amended, 
which condemns Russia aggression against 
her neighbors. In the past year, we have seen 
Russia’s determination to exert influence over 
neighboring sovereign states such as Ukraine. 
Ever since November 2013, when the Ukrain-
ian people gathered peacefully in Maidan 
Square to protest against a corrupt, Russian- 
backed government, the Ukrainian people 
have come under siege by separatist forces 
supported and armed by Russia. It is clear to 
all of us that in spite of the ceasefire, Russia 
has never intended to honor the terms of the 
agreement and has continued to undermine 
any genuine effort to stabilize Ukraine. 

Here in the United States, we must fully un-
derstand that such acts of aggression under-
mine peace and security—not just for Ukraine, 
but for all of Europe and the international com-
munity. At this critical juncture when normalcy 
seems unattainable, the United States must 
stand with the Ukrainian people and support 
their own desire to build a free and democratic 
country, free from Russia’s interference—in 
complete freedom to determine Ukraine’s own 
course of history. 

We and our NATO allies have taken impor-
tant steps in support of Ukraine. We are col-
lectively providing $100 million in military as-
sistance and have increased military coopera-
tion. We have imposed economic sanctions 
that force Russia pay a heavy price for its ag-
gression. The international community has 
spoken with one voice—if Russia chooses ag-
gression, there are clear consequences to its 
expansionist agenda. 

But there is much more that needs to be 
done. I urge my colleagues to continue their 
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support of the Ukrainian people by passing 
additional legislation that provides for military 
and humanitarian assistance. The Ukrainian 
people have demonstrated time and again 
their will to defend their nation against a more 
powerful aggressor—with no expectation that 
anyone would come to their aid. Now, we 
need to do our part and give them the chance 
to stand up for the same values and principles 
that define us as a nation. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 758 as amended. President 
Vladimir Putin seems to have learned nothing 
from history other than that power grows out 
of the barrel of a gun. The Russian Federation 
under President Putin has demonstrated an 
ethos of naked aggression that threatens the 
principle of nation-state sovereignty and the 
territorial integrity of Russia’s neighbors. 

When Russian troops were identified as fo-
menting unrest in Crimea in February of this 
year, President Putin adamantly denied Rus-
sian involvement. By April, Russia had illegally 
annexed Crimea, and Putin had come clean 
about the blatant Russian intrusion. 

He admitted that Russian troops had been 
deployed to Crimea before the illegal annex-
ation on March 21, and exposed the illegit-
imate referendum on independence in Crimea 
for what it was, a referendum held at the end 
of the barrel of a gun. As Ukrainians in Crimea 
flee their Russian occupiers, I cannot help but 
feel the reverberations of Crimea’s bloody his-
tory. 

What we are witnessing in eastern Ukraine 
constitutes one of the most audacious power 
grabs of the 21st century, and it is happening 
in Europe no less. 

I recently participated in a bipartisan delega-
tion to the Annual Session of the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly. I can attest that our 
NATO allies are under no illusions about Mr. 
Putin and they see him for what he is, a bully 
who will only be encouraged by concession. 

The 28 nations represented at the NATO 
PA adopted strong language calling on NATO 
member countries to ‘‘make it unambiguously 
clear that the illegal ‘annexation’ of Crimea will 
never be recognized.’’ 

The leadership of the NATO PA has rotated 
to the United States, and my colleague, Mr. 
Turner of Ohio, has been elected President of 
the parliamentary body. The world is looking 
to the United States to reverse the dangerous 
precedent that has been set in Crimea. 

To that end, I am pleased to see that H. 
Res. 758 includes language that echoes bipar-
tisan legislation I introduced earlier this year 
with my colleague Rep. STEVE CHABOT, the 
Crimea Annexation Non-Recognition Act, H.R. 
5241. 

Today’s resolution calls on the President to 
cooperate with United States allies and part-
ners in Europe and other countries around the 
world to refuse to recognize any de jure or de 
facto sovereignty of the Russian Federation 
over Crimea, its airspace, or its territorial 
waters. 

Some of my colleagues may recall that in 
the Cold War era, the U.S. had a policy of 
non-recognition regarding the Soviet Union’s 
illegal annexation of the Baltic Republics. The 
U.S. recognized neither the de jure nor de 
facto sovereignty of the Soviet Union over the 
Baltic Republics. 

Our policy of non-recognition did not end in 
1991 because it had become outdated or 
failed to recognize a fait accompli. It ended 

because the Baltic people gained their inde-
pendence in 1991 almost 50 years after the 
Soviet occupation began, and today, Estonia, 
Lithuania, and Latvia are NATO allies. 

Without a clear stance on the issue of Cri-
mea, the West becomes unwittingly complicit 
in Putin’s further aggression in eastern 
Ukraine and offers little hope to Ukrainians 
leaving Crimea that they will ever have the op-
portunity to return home. 

For the United States to allow this naked 
aggression to go unaddressed would be truly 
an abrogation of our moral responsibility and 
would turn our back on what we should have 
learned from 20th century history. 

Congress must make a stand, and I, for 
one, am stuck at Crimea. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 758, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

REAFFIRMING THE PEACEFUL 
RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES IN 
THE SOUTH CHINA AND THE 
EAST CHINA SEAS 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 714) reaffirming 
the peaceful and collaborative resolu-
tion of maritime and jurisdictional dis-
putes in the South China Sea and the 
East China Sea as provided for by uni-
versally recognized principles of inter-
national law, and reaffirming the 
strong support of the United States 
Government for freedom of navigation 
and other internationally lawful uses 
of sea and airspace in the Asia-Pacific 
region, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 714 

Whereas the maritime domains of the Asia- 
Pacific region, which include both the sea 
and airspace above the domains, are critical 
to the region’s prosperity, stability, and se-
curity, including global commerce; 

Whereas the maritime domain in the Asia- 
Pacific region between the Pacific and In-
dian Oceans includes critical sea lines of 
commerce and communication; 

Whereas China, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, and Brunei have disputed 
territorial claims over the Spratly Islands, 
and China, Taiwan, and Vietnam have dis-
puted territorial claims over the Paracel Is-
lands; 

Whereas, although the United States Gov-
ernment is not a claimant in maritime dis-
putes in either the East China or South 
China Seas, the United States has an inter-
est in the peaceful diplomatic resolution of 

disputed claims in accordance with inter-
national law, in freedom of navigation and 
overflight, and in the free-flow of commerce 
free of coercion, intimidation, or the use of 
force; 

Whereas in 2002, the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China 
agreed to the Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea, and com-
mitted to developing an effective Code of 
Conduct; 

Whereas that declaration committed all 
parties to those territorial disputes to ‘‘reaf-
firm their respect for and commitment to 
the freedom of navigation in and over flight 
above the South China Sea as provided for by 
the universally recognized principles of 
international law’’, and to ‘‘resolve their ter-
ritorial and jurisdictional disputes by peace-
ful means, without resorting to the threat or 
use of force’’; 

Whereas since that time, tensions over the 
disputed maritime and territorial areas have 
increased; 

Whereas on September 2010, tensions esca-
lated in the East China Sea near the 
Senkaku (Diaoyutai) Islands, a territory 
under the legal administration of Japan, 
when a Chinese fishing vessel deliberately 
rammed Japanese Coast Guard patrol boats; 

Whereas on February 25, 2011, a frigate 
from the People’s Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) fired shots at three fishing boats 
from the Philippines; 

Whereas on March 2, 2011, the Government 
of the Philippines reported that two patrol 
boats from China attempted to ram one of 
its surveillance ships; 

Whereas on May 26, 2011, a maritime secu-
rity vessel from China cut the cables of an 
exploration ship from Vietnam, the Binh 
Minh, in the South China Sea in waters near 
Cam Ranh Bay in the exclusive economic 
zone of Vietnam; 

Whereas on May 31, 2011, three Chinese 
military vessels used guns to threaten the 
crews of four Vietnamese fishing boats while 
they were fishing in the waters of the 
Spratly Islands; 

Whereas on June 9, 2011, three vessels from 
China, including one fishing vessel and two 
maritime security vessels, ran into and dis-
abled the cables of another exploration ship 
from Vietnam, the Viking 2, in the exclusive 
economic zone of Vietnam; 

Whereas on July 22, 2011, an Indian naval 
vessel, sailing about 45 nautical miles off the 
coast of Vietnam, was warned by a Chinese 
naval vessel that it was allegedly violating 
Chinese territorial waters; 

Whereas in April 2012, tensions escalated 
between the Philippines and China following 
a standoff over the Scarborough Shoal; 

Whereas in June 2012, Vietnam passed a 
Maritime law that claimed sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over the Paracel and Spratly Is-
lands; 

Whereas in June 2012, China’s cabinet, the 
State Council, approved the establishment of 
the city of Sansha to oversee the areas 
claimed by China in the South China Sea; 

Whereas in July 2012, Chinese military au-
thorities announced that they had estab-
lished a corresponding People’s Liberation 
Army garrison in Sansha, in the new prefec-
ture; 

Whereas on June 23, 2012, the China Na-
tional Offshore Oil Corporation invited bids 
for oil exploration in areas within 200 nau-
tical miles of the continental shelf and with-
in the exclusive economic zone of Vietnam; 

Whereas in January 2013, a Chinese naval 
ship allegedly fixed its weapons-targeting 
radar on Japanese vessels in the vicinity of 
the Senkaku islands in the East China Sea, 
and, on April 23, 2013, eight Chinese marine 
surveillance ships entered the 12-nautical- 
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mile territorial zone off the Senkaku Is-
lands, further escalating regional tensions; 

Whereas on May 9, 2013, a fatal shooting in-
cident occurred in which shots fired from a 
Philippine Coast Guard patrol boat resulted 
in the death of a Taiwanese fisherman; 

Whereas on May 1, 2014, China’s state- 
owned energy company, CNOOC, anchored its 
deepwater drilling rig Hai Yang Shi You 981 
(HD–981) in Vietnamese waters and deployed 
over 80 vessels, including seven military ves-
sels, to support its provocative actions and 
attempt to change the status quo by force; 

Whereas Chinese vessels accompanying Hai 
Yang Shi You 981 (HD–981) intimidated Viet-
namese Coast Guard ships in violation of the 
Convention on the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea, ramming 
multiple Vietnamese vessels, and using heli-
copters and water cannons to obstruct oth-
ers; 

Whereas on May 5, 2014, vessels from the 
Maritime Safety Administration of China 
(MSAC) established an exclusion zone with a 
radius of three nautical miles around Hai 
Yang Shi You 981 (HD–981); 

Whereas China’s actions in support of the 
Hai Yang Shi You 981 (HD–981) drilling activ-
ity constitute a unilateral attempt to 
change the status quo by force; 

Whereas claimants have participated in 
land reclamation and building up of land fea-
tures, and whereas such activities have 
raised tensions among the claimants; 

Whereas, without prior consultations with 
the United States, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea or other nations of the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, China declared an Air Defense Identi-
fication Zone (ADIZ) over the East China 
Sea on November 23, 2013; 

Whereas China announced that all aircraft, 
even if they do not intend to enter the ADIZ 
airspace, would have to submit flight plans, 
maintain radio contact, and follow direc-
tions from the Chinese Ministry of National 
Defense; 

Whereas the ‘‘rules of engagement’’ de-
clared by China, which at one time included 
the threat of ‘‘emergency defensive meas-
ures’’, are in violation of the concept of ‘‘due 
regard for the safety of civil aviation’’ under 
the Chicago Convention of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization and thereby are 
a departure from accepted practice; 

Whereas China’s declaration of an ADIZ 
over the East China Sea has contributed to 
increased uncertainty and unsafe conditions 
in the maritime region in East Asia and the 
broader Asia-Pacific region; 

Whereas freedom of navigation and other 
lawful uses of sea and airspace in the Asia- 
Pacific region are embodied in international 
law, not granted by certain states to others; 

Whereas the United States Government ex-
pressed profound concerns with China’s uni-
lateral, provocative, dangerous, and desta-
bilizing declaration of such a zone, including 
the potential for misunderstandings and mis-
calculations by aircraft operating lawfully 
in international airspace; 

Whereas China’s declaration of an ADIZ in 
the East China Sea will not alter how the 
United States Government conducts oper-
ations in the region or the unwavering 
United States commitment to peace, secu-
rity and stability in the Asia-Pacific region; 

Whereas other governments in the Asia- 
Pacific region, including the Governments of 
Japan, Korea, Philippines, Australia and In-
donesia have expressed deep concern about 
China’s declaration of such a zone, regarding 
it as an effort to unduly infringe upon the 
freedom of flight in international airspace 
and to change the status quo that could esca-
late tensions and potentially cause uninten-
tional consequences in the East China Sea; 

Whereas the United States Government 
does not support unilateral actions taken by 

any claimant seeking to change the status 
quo through the use of coercion, intimida-
tion, or military force; 

Whereas the United States Government is 
deeply concerned about unilateral actions 
taken by any state to prevent any other 
state from exercising its sovereign rights to 
the resources of the exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) and continental shelf by making 
claims to those areas that have no apparent 
basis in international law; declarations of 
administrative and military districts in con-
tested areas in the South and East China 
Seas; and the imposition of new fishing regu-
lations covering disputed areas, which have 
raised tensions in the region; 

Whereas international law is important to 
safeguard the rights and freedoms of all 
states in the Asia-Pacific region; 

Whereas China and Vietnam have under-
taken discussions to reduce tensions between 
their navies; 

Whereas in November 2014, the United 
States and China signed a non-binding 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on 
‘‘rules of behavior for safety of air and mari-
time encounters’’; 

Whereas the MOU currently addresses only 
maritime behaviors and both sides have 
agreed to complete an additional annex on 
air-to-air encounters in 2015; 

Whereas the United States welcomes the 
agreement by Japan and China, in advance of 
their bilateral meeting in November 2014, to 
reduce tensions over disputed islands in the 
East China Sea and to ‘‘gradually resume po-
litical, diplomatic and security dialogues’’; 
and 

Whereas a peaceful and prosperous China, 
which acts as a responsible international 
stakeholder and which respects international 
laws, standards, and institutions, will en-
hance security and peace in the Asia-Pacific 
region: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) reaffirms the strong support of the 
United States for the peaceful resolution of 
maritime territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea and the East China Sea and 
pledges continued efforts to facilitate a col-
laborative, peaceful process to resolve these 
disputes; 

(2) reaffirms the strong support for free-
dom of navigation and over flight and con-
demns coercive and threatening actions or 
the use of force to impede these freedoms in 
international maritime domains and air-
space by military or civilian vessels, to alter 
the status quo or to destabilize the Asia-Pa-
cific region; 

(3) does not recognize the East China Sea 
Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) de-
clared by China, which is contrary to free-
dom of overflight in international airspace, 
and calls on China to refrain from taking 
similar provocative actions elsewhere in the 
Asia-Pacific region, including in the South 
China Sea; 

(4) urges the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), all United States 
allies and partners, and all claimants to ami-
ably and fairly resolve these outstanding dis-
putes, including through the conclusion of a 
Code of Conduct for the South China Sea; 

(5) urges the conclusion of the annex to the 
non-binding memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between the United States and China 
on ‘‘rules of behavior for safety of air and 
maritime encounters’’ addressing air-to-air 
encounters in 2015; 

(6) supports the continuation of operations 
by the United States to support freedom of 
navigation in international waters and air 
space in the South China Sea and the East 
China Sea; and 

(7) encourages the continuation of efforts 
by the United States Government to 

strengthen partnerships in the region to 
build capacity for maritime domain aware-
ness in support of freedom of navigation, 
maintenance of peace and stability, and re-
spect for universally recognized principles of 
international law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 714. 

I would like to recognize the gen-
tleman from American Samoa, our 
good friend, ENI FALEOMAVAEGA, for in-
troducing this important measure, and 
I was proud to have joined him as the 
lead cosponsor. 

I would like to commend and thank 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA for his nearly four 
decades of service in the United States 
Congress and to our Foreign Affairs 
Committee, which will soon come to an 
end, sadly, and we will all miss him 
dearly. 

Throughout his career, ENI has 
fought for human rights and for the 
rule of law, especially in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, and the idea that all peo-
ple should have the opportunity to 
prosper without fear for their family’s 
safety or livelihoods. This resolution 
that he presents before us is a fitting 
representation of the ideals and goals 
that ENI has worked so hard in support 
of during his many years in Congress. 

This resolution encourages a peaceful 
reconciliation of the maritime and ju-
risdictional disputes in the South and 
East China Seas, as well as the kind of 
peace that is too often lacking in our 
world today. This resolution is also an 
important statement in support of the 
universally recognized principle of the 
freedom of navigation. 

Mr. Speaker, peace in Asia has held 
for over a generation, and we have seen 
incredible economic growth. Home to a 
vast combination of global sea routes 
and shipping lanes, substantial energy 
resources, and significant fishing terri-
tories, the importance of maintaining 
peace in the South China Sea and the 
East China Sea cannot be overstated. 

b 1830 

According to estimates, the South 
China Sea contains oil reserves of 900 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas, mak-
ing the area second only to Saudi Ara-
bia in regard to oil supply. With Asian 
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energy consumption set to double by 
the year 2030, the conflicting claims in 
this region will likely grow more in-
tense. 

Beyond the region’s vast energy re-
sources, peace in the South China Sea 
is essential for international com-
merce. Each year, $5.3 trillion in trade 
passes through the South China Sea, 
over $1 trillion of which can be attrib-
uted to the United States. But the 
fragile stability that has held in Asia is 
now being threatened by China’s hege-
monic ambitions and its aggressive 
stance towards its neighbors. From its 
declaration of an Air Defense Identi-
fication Zone to its ramming of other 
nation’s fishing boats to its economic 
coercion of U.S. allies like Taiwan, 
China has rapidly raised tensions in 
the region. 

China is pushing the limits on the 
high seas, motivated by potent nation-
alist trends and the resources at stake. 
China’s territorial stakes are a clear 
challenge to its neighbors and must 
not be allowed to go unchallenged. This 
resolution rightfully states that Chi-
na’s declaration has contributed to in-
creased uncertainty and unsafe condi-
tions in East Asia. 

Additionally, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA’s 
resolution calls for freedom of naviga-
tion, which is a bedrock principle of 
international commerce that dates 
back centuries, helping to ensure the 
continued flow of global trade. 

Mr. Speaker, given the importance of 
this region, I urge my colleagues to 
support Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA’s resolu-
tion, which puts the House on record 
supporting a peaceful process to re-
solve these disputes. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 714. Let me start by thank-
ing my colleague from American 
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) for au-
thorizing this resolution. I also thank 
him for his many years of distin-
guished service here in Congress. This 
is especially moving for me because 
ENI and I were both elected to Congress 
on the same day and started to serve 
that first day. We were elected in No-
vember of 1988, and we both served 
starting January 3, 1989. As the jargon 
is here in Washington, we are class-
mates. We sat next to each other on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee for all 
those years and had a good chance to 
travel together and have our families 
get to know each other, especially our 
wives. It really has been a pleasure to 
be a friend and a colleague of Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA. We are going to miss 
him, but I know he will grace our pres-
ence and come back and visit. 

So this is really a tribute. This is an 
important resolution. It is important 
for its substance, but it is also impor-
tant because I look at it as a tribute to 
ENI FALEOMAVAEGA, my colleague, my 
friend, a really great human being, 
great American, and great person rep-

resenting American Samoa for so many 
years. Thank you, ENI. 

As both the chairman and the rank-
ing member of the Subcommittee on 
Asia and the Pacific throughout the 
years, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA was focused 
on U.S. policy involving the Asia-Pa-
cific region. He was focused on this pol-
icy long before anyone decided we need 
a ‘‘pivot’’ or ‘‘rebalance’’ to the region. 
ENI always knew—and knows—that 
Asia is important, and that the United 
States, as a Pacific power, has a vital 
role to play. 

The measure we are considering 
today reaffirms our strong support for 
a peaceful resolution to disputes in the 
South China Sea and East China Sea. 
It calls on all parties to reduce ten-
sions, manage disputes peacefully, and 
adhere to international law. It encour-
ages our own government to keep 
working with allies and partners, help-
ing expand their ability to keep an eye 
on their own maritime domains. 

The United States, as I mentioned 
before, is a Pacific power. We have a 
vital interest in freedom of navigation 
and overflight in these disputed areas, 
which are vital to economic security 
and lawful commerce in the region. 
These are universal rights, not rights 
granted by some states to others and 
not rights that China thinks it can 
dominate and be aggressive in terms of 
claiming the seas as its own, even 
though many of those seas are literally 
thousands of miles away from main-
land China. 

Tensions in the East and South China 
Sea have been steadily increasing for 
the last several years. Provocations 
have become bolder and more frequent, 
and little progress has been made on a 
code of conduct in the South China Sea 
to establish rules of the road among 
claimants. 

When I went there more than a year 
ago with Chairman ROYCE, we were 
told by the government of the Phil-
ippines and Japan that they were very, 
very concerned with what China has 
been doing and claiming. The United 
States does not take sides in these dis-
putes. We believe that they should be 
resolved diplomatically and without 
force or coercion. Territorial claims— 
and arbitration of those claims—should 
be based on international law. 

There have been some hopeful signs. 
Japan and Taiwan have worked out an 
agreement relating to fishing rights. 
China and Vietnam have began discus-
sions on how to reduce tensions be-
tween their respective navies. In ad-
vance of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation summit, called APEC, and 
bilateral meetings, Japan and China 
decided to ‘‘agree to disagree’’ on the 
issue of the Senkaku Islands. They are 
now looking for other ways to expand 
their diplomatic, political, and secu-
rity ties, despite their differences. 

In addition, the President announced 
during his recent visit to Beijing that 
the United States and China agreed to 
a range of maritime confidence-build-
ing measures. We will continue work-

ing to expand this cooperation into air-
space next year. 

These developments are positive and 
should continue in earnest, but they 
are not enough. H. Res. 714 urges all 
parties to stay focused on this progress 
and to continue working for a peaceful 
resolution of maritime disputes in 
areas that are vitally important to the 
continued economic development, 
peace, and security of the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my pleasure and honor to yield 5 min-
utes to the Representative from Amer-
ican Samoa, Mr. ENI FALEOMAVAEGA. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. I want to espe-
cially thank my good friend from New 
York and the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida for their leadership and their sup-
port of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 714, a resolution I introduced call-
ing for the peaceful and collaborative 
resolution of maritime territorial dis-
putes in the South China Sea and the 
East China Sea. 

I thank my colleagues, both Repub-
licans and Democrats, who have stood 
with me since 2012 on this issue. I want 
to especially thank again Chairwoman 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN and Chairman 
STEVE CHABOT for their leadership and 
support. I also thank Chairman ED 
ROYCE and Ranking Member ELIOT 
ENGEL for their support and help. 

I am so serious about this matter 
that I have introduced this language as 
a resolution, as a bill, and now again as 
a resolution in hopes that the House 
will take a stand in response to China’s 
aggressive actions in the South China 
Sea and the East China Sea. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to China, 
I consider myself a fair broker, but it is 
time for China to stop provoking its 
neighbors and pursue a course of peace. 
This is the last resolution I have intro-
duced that the House will consider, and 
I am proud that this resolution calls 
for peace in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Also, as a matter of observation, Mr. 
Speaker, two-thirds of the world’s pop-
ulation is in the Asia-Pacific region. 
For years, I have always had a little 
sense of complaint that it seems that 
our focus has always been toward Eu-
rope and the Middle East. Not that 
they are not important, but the fact is 
that issues coming out of the Asia-Pa-
cific region should be given our proper 
attention. 

I have served on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee since I first came to 
the U.S. Congress in 1989. For as long 
as I have served, it has always been, 
and continues to be, my belief that the 
United States should pay more atten-
tion to the Asia-Pacific region. As of 
now, we should pay particular atten-
tion to the ongoing tensions in the 
South China Sea. 
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Also, although the United States 

Government is not a claimant in mari-
time disputes in either the East China 
Sea or the South China Sea, the United 
States has an interest in the peaceful 
diplomatic resolution of disputed 
claims in accordance with inter-
national law; in freedom of navigation 
and overflight; and in the free flow of 
commerce that is free of coercion, in-
timidation, or the use of force. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the leader-
ship of Vietnam in standing for peace— 
even when China violated its sov-
ereignty by planting its oil rig, HD–981, 
in the waters of Vietnam’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone. I also commend Tai-
wan and Japan for peacefully reaching 
an agreement to jointly share fishing 
resources in their overlapping Exclu-
sive Economic Zones through the East 
China Sea Initiative, which dem-
onstrates that resolutions can be 
achieved through peaceful means. 

Mr. Speaker, I firmly believe that we 
should earnestly seek ways to promote 
peace, and I thank you for the oppor-
tunity I have had to associate with you 
and our colleagues to carry out our re-
sponsibilities in this great Nation. 

It has been my distinct honor to 
serve the people of American Samoa in 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 
the past 25 years. I thank them for giv-
ing me the opportunity to serve them 
and this great Nation. I believe I did 
my best, and I hope I will be remem-
bered for giving all I could to American 
Samoa and to our great Nation, espe-
cially to the Asia-Pacific region, a re-
gion that has been too long neglected 
by our national government. 

To borrow the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi: 

I hope my life will be my message. 

Mr. Speaker, we will meet again, 
hopefully, and I extend to each of my 
colleagues my fondest aloha. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Guam, Representative MADELEINE 
BORDALLO. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in very strong support of H. Res. 714, 
authored by my very good friend, Rep-
resentative ENI FALEOMAVAEGA of 
American Samoa. This resolution reaf-
firms the United States’ interest in a 
peaceful and collaborative resolution 
of maritime and jurisdictional disputes 
in the South and East China Seas. 

Disputes over islands in the South 
and East China Seas have broad eco-
nomic and security implications to 
United States interests in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Escalation of these dis-
putes undercut peace and stability in 
the region and seriously impact econo-
mies across the globe. 

I strongly believe that the United 
States must take a leadership role in 
these disputes and work with our Asian 
allies to support a peaceful and col-
laborative resolution to these issues. 
The resolution takes a step in the right 

direction. We cannot accept unilateral 
action by any of the countries involved 
in these disputes, as it further degrades 
security in the region. Here is a clear 
example of Congress supporting the 
United States’ role in the rebalance of 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

In particular, we cannot allow recent 
aggressive actions by China to go un-
checked. So I urge all parties, like Sec-
retary Clinton did in 2012, to push to-
ward finalizing a code of conduct that 
would establish a mechanism to resolve 
these differences. I believe that it is 
important for all parties to come to a 
resolution over these disputes and not 
allow them to fester any longer. 

b 1845 

These disputes should no longer be 
used as weapons to bolster nationalism 
helping to secure domestic power. 

We must do all that we can to ensure 
continued peace and stability in the 
Asia-Pacific region, and I am glad that 
the House of Representatives is acting 
on this important measure to send a 
clear message to China and our allies 
in the region. 

I want to close by saying that I am a 
close friend of Congressman ENI 
FALEOMAVAEGA. I am from Guam, he 
represents American Samoa, islands in 
the Pacific area. I want to thank him 
for his leadership on this issue and his 
long and dedicated service in the House 
of Representatives, I understand not 
just as an elected Member, but as a 
staffer as well, serving here over 40 
years, as well as all the other issues in 
the Asia-Pacific region that he has 
looked after. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly, again, urge 
my colleagues to pass H. Res. 714. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am going 
to close now. In closing, I would like to 
underscore the importance and timeli-
ness of this resolution. It is imperative 
that disagreements in the East or 
South China Seas be resolved peace-
fully, without force or coercion, and in 
accordance with international law. 

Anything less than this jeopardizes 
the interests of the United States, of 
our allies and partners, and the contin-
ued economic development, peace, and 
security of the Asia-Pacific region. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this important resolution, H. Res. 714. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Will the gen-
tleman yield? 

Mr. ENGEL. I yield to the gentleman 
from American Samoa. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding, and certainly 
want to thank him for his most elo-
quent statements towards me. I feel a 
little embarrassed by it, but I do want 
to thank him. 

I do want to note, also, that it has 
been my honor to have served with him 
and our colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle very well, on affairs affecting 
our national interests, our govern-
ment. 

The gentlelady from Florida will 
note that I have a relative who happens 
to live in her district. His name hap-
pens to be Dwayne Johnson, and if you 
haven’t seen his latest movie, ‘‘Her-
cules,’’ I suggest to my colleagues that 
you should see the movie ‘‘Hercules’’ 
and see what Samoans are like. 

I do want to thank the gentleman 
again for yielding. 

Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentleman, 
and I want to just say, I think we all 
have relatives that live in ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN’s district. And if we don’t, we 
want to go to her district in the win-
tertime. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. And I would like to point out 
that Dwayne Johnson, The Rock, is a 
University of Miami Hurricanes alum. 
It is not bragging if it is true. But 
thank you. 

Mr. Speaker, over the past several 
years, I have noticed, we all have no-
ticed a worrying trend in Asia. What 
we are seeing is that Asia’s collective 
attention is gradually shifting away 
from economic prosperity to security 
concerns. 

Where nations used to focus on trade 
and commerce, there is increasing dis-
cussion of nationalism, of military 
budgets, and even provocative behav-
ior. There is no better example than 
the territorial disputes that Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA points out in his reso-
lution in the South China and East 
China Sea. 

We need to work against this shift 
toward nationalism and promote a 
peaceful resolution to these disputes. 
This resolution by Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA 
encourages just that. I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank our good friend and colleague 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA for his lifetime of 
service. And I know that I am speaking 
for our esteemed chairman, Mr. ROYCE, 
and all of the Members when we say, 
thank you, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, for 
your service to our country during the 
Vietnam war. 

Thank you for the service in the 
cause of peace in the decades that fol-
lowed that conflict during his distin-
guished career here in the people’s 
House. We are a better institution for 
you having served here, sir. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 714, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
reaffirming the strong support of the 
United States Government for the 
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peaceful and collaborative resolution 
of maritime and jurisdictional disputes 
in the South China Sea and the East 
China Sea as provided for by univer-
sally recognized principles of inter-
national law, and reaffirming the vital 
interest of the United States in free-
dom of navigation and other inter-
nationally lawful uses of sea and air-
space in the Asia-Pacific region.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL STRA-
TEGIC PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2014 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 2673) to enhance the strategic 
partnership between the United States 
and Israel. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2673 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 
2014’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The people and the Governments of the 

United States and of Israel share a deep and 
unbreakable bond, forged by over 60 years of 
shared interests and shared values. 

(2) Today, the people and Governments of 
the United States and of Israel are facing a 
dynamic and rapidly changing security envi-
ronment in the Middle East and North Afri-
ca, necessitating deeper cooperation on a 
range of defense, security, and intelligence 
matters. 

(3) From Gaza, Hamas continues to deny 
Israel’s right to exist and persists in firing 
rockets indiscriminately at population cen-
ters in Israel. 

(4) Hezbollah—with support from Iran— 
continues to stockpile rockets and may be 
seeking to exploit the tragic and volatile se-
curity situation within Syria. 

(5) The Government of Iran continues to 
pose a grave threat to the region and the 
world at large with its reckless pursuit of 
nuclear weapons. 

(6) Given these challenges, it is imperative 
that the United States continues to deepen 
cooperation with allies like Israel in pursuit 
of shared policy objectives. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reaffirm the unwavering support of 

the people and the Government of the United 
States for the security of Israel as a Jewish 
state; 

(2) to reaffirm the principles and objectives 
enshrined in the United States-Israel En-
hanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012 
(Public Law 112–150) and ensure its imple-
mentation to the fullest extent; 

(3) to reaffirm the importance of the 2007 
United States-Israel Memorandum of Under-
standing on United States assistance to 
Israel and the semi-annual Strategic Dia-
logue between the United States and Israel; 

(4) to pursue every opportunity to deepen 
cooperation with Israel on a range of critical 
issues including defense, homeland security, 
energy, and cybersecurity; 

(5) to continue to provide Israel with ro-
bust security assistance, including for the 
procurement of the Iron Dome Missile De-
fense System; and 

(6) to support the Government of Israel in 
its ongoing efforts to reach a negotiated po-
litical settlement with the Palestinian peo-
ple that results in two states living side-by- 
side in peace and security. 
SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ISRAEL AS A 

MAJOR STRATEGIC PARTNER. 
It is the sense of Congress that Israel is a 

major strategic partner of the United States. 
SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCK-

PILE AUTHORITY. 
(a) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIA-

TIONS ACT, 2005.—Section 12001(d) of the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005 
(Public Law 108–287; 118 Stat. 1011) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘more than 10 years after’’ 
and inserting ‘‘more than 11 years after’’. 

(b) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961.—Sec-
tion 514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h(b)(2)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and 2014’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, 2014, and 2015’’. 
SEC. 6. ELIGIBILITY OF ISRAEL FOR THE STRA-

TEGIC TRADE AUTHORIZATION EX-
CEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT CON-
TROL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that Israel— 
(1) has adopted high standards in the field 

of export controls; 
(2) has declared its unilateral adherence to 

the Missile Technology Control Regime, the 
Australia Group, and the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group; and 

(3) is a party to— 
(A) the Convention on Prohibitions or Re-

strictions on the Use of Certain Conven-
tional Weapons which may be Deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimi-
nate Effects, signed at Geneva October 10, 
1980; 

(B) the Protocol for the Prohibition of the 
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 
Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods 
of Warfare, signed at Geneva June 17, 1925; 
and 

(C) the Convention on the Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material, adopted at Vienna 
on October 26, 1979. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR STRATEGIC TRADE AU-
THORIZATION EXCEPTION.—The President, con-
sistent with the commitments of the United 
States under international arrangements, 
shall take steps so that Israel may be in-
cluded in the list of countries eligible for the 
strategic trade authorization exception 
under section 740.20(c)(1) of title 15, Code of 
Federal Regulations, to the requirement for 
a license for the export, reexport, or in-coun-
try transfer of an item subject to controls 
under the Export Administration Regula-
tions. 
SEC. 7. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL COOPERATION 

ON ENERGY, WATER, HOMELAND SE-
CURITY, AGRICULTURE, AND ALTER-
NATIVE FUEL TECHNOLOGIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized, subject to existing law— 

(1) to undertake activities in cooperation 
with Israel; and 

(2) to provide assistance promoting co-
operation in the fields of energy, water, agri-
culture, and alternative fuel technologies. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the President is authorized, sub-
ject to existing requirements of law and any 
applicable agreements or understandings be-
tween the United States and Israel— 

(1) to share and exchange with Israel re-
search, technology, intelligence, informa-
tion, equipment, and personnel, including 
through sales, leases, or exchanges in kind, 
that the President determines will advance 
the national security interests of the United 
States and are consistent with the Strategic 
Dialogue and pertinent provisions of law; 
and 

(2) to enhance scientific cooperation be-
tween Israel and the United States. 

(c) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PILOT PRO-
GRAMS.—The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, acting through the Director of the 
Homeland Security Advanced Research 
Projects Agency and with the concurrence of 
the Secretary of State, is authorized, subject 
to existing law, to enter into cooperative re-
search pilot programs with Israel to enhance 
Israel’s capabilities in— 

(1) border, maritime, and aviation security; 
(2) explosives detection; and 
(3) emergency services. 

SEC. 8. REPORT ON INCREASED UNITED STATES- 
ISRAEL COOPERATION ON CYBERSE-
CURITY. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the President 
shall submit to Congress a report, in a classi-
fied format or including a classified annex, 
as appropriate, on the feasibility and advis-
ability of expanding United States-Israeli co-
operation on cyber issues, including sharing 
and advancing technologies related to the 
prevention of cybercrimes. 
SEC. 9. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING THE 

VISA WAIVER PROGRAM. 
It shall be the policy of the United States 

to include Israel in the list of countries that 
participate in the visa waiver program under 
section 217 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187) when Israel satisfies, 
and as long as Israel continues to satisfy, the 
requirements for inclusion in such program 
specified in such section. 
SEC. 10. STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF SEC-

TION 4 OF THE UNITED STATES- 
ISRAEL ENHANCED SECURITY CO-
OPERATION ACT OF 2012. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the President 
shall, to the extent practicable and in an ap-
propriate manner, provide an update to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives on current and future ef-
forts undertaken by the President to fulfill 
the objectives of section 4 of the United 
States-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation 
Act (22 U.S.C. 8603). 
SEC. 11. IMPROVED REPORTING ON ENHANCING 

ISRAEL’S QUALITATIVE MILITARY 
EDGE AND SECURITY POSTURE. 

(a) BIENNIAL ASSESSMENT REEVALUA-
TIONS.—Section 201(c) of the Naval Vessel 
Transfer Act of 2008 (22 U.S.C. 2776 note) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) BIENNIAL UPDATES.—Two years after 
the date on which each quadrennial report is 
transmitted to Congress, the President 
shall— 

‘‘(A) reevaluate the assessment required 
under subsection (a); and 

‘‘(B) inform and consult with the appro-
priate congressional committees on the re-
sults of the reevaluation conducted pursuant 
to subparagraph (A).’’. 

(b) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MAJOR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT.—Section 36(h) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 
2776(h)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO DETER-
MINATION FOR MAJOR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT.—A 
determination under paragraph (1) relating 
to the sale or export of major defense equip-
ment shall include— 

‘‘(A) a detailed explanation of Israel’s ca-
pacity to address the improved capabilities 
provided by such sale or export; 

‘‘(B) a detailed evaluation of— 
‘‘(i) how such sale or export alters the stra-

tegic and tactical balance in the region, in-
cluding relative capabilities; and 
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‘‘(ii) Israel’s capacity to respond to the im-

proved regional capabilities provided by such 
sale or export; 

‘‘(C) an identification of any specific new 
capacity, capabilities, or training that Israel 
may require to address the regional or coun-
try-specific capabilities provided by such 
sale or export; and 

‘‘(D) a description of any additional United 
States security assurances to Israel made, or 
requested to be made, in connection with, or 
as a result of, such sale or export.’’. 
SEC. 12. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ENERGY CO-

OPERATION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 917(a) of the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42 
U.S.C. 17337(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘renew-
able’’ and inserting ‘‘covered’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘possible many’’ and in-

serting ‘‘possible— 
‘‘(A) many’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘and 
‘‘(B) significant contributions to the devel-

opment of renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency through the established programs of 
the United States-Israel Binational Indus-
trial Research and Development Foundation 
and the United States-Israel Binational 
Science Foundation;’’; 

(3) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘renewable’’ and inserting 

‘‘covered’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(4) in paragraph (7)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘renewable’’ and inserting 

‘‘covered’’; and 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting a semicolon; and 
(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) United States-Israel energy coopera-

tion and the development of natural re-
sources by Israel are in the strategic interest 
of the United States; 

‘‘(9) Israel is a strategic partner of the 
United States in water technology; 

‘‘(10) the United States can play a role in 
assisting Israel with regional safety and se-
curity issues; 

‘‘(11) the National Science Foundation of 
the United States, to the extent consistent 
with the National Science Foundation’s mis-
sion, should collaborate with the Israel 
Science Foundation and the United States- 
Israel Binational Science Foundation; 

‘‘(12) the United States and Israel should 
strive to develop more robust academic co-
operation in— 

‘‘(A) energy innovation technology and en-
gineering; 

‘‘(B) water science; 
‘‘(C) technology transfer; and 
‘‘(D) analysis of emerging geopolitical im-

plications, crises and threats from foreign 
natural resource and energy acquisitions, 
and the development of domestic resources 
as a response; 

‘‘(13) the United States supports the goals 
of the Alternative Fuels Administration of 
Israel with respect to expanding the use of 
alternative fuels; 

‘‘(14) the United States strongly urges open 
dialogue and continued mechanisms for reg-
ular engagement and encourages further co-
operation between applicable departments, 
agencies, ministries, institutions of higher 
education, and the private sector of the 
United States and Israel on energy security 
issues, including— 

‘‘(A) identifying policy priorities associ-
ated with the development of natural re-
sources of Israel; 

‘‘(B) discussing and sharing best practices 
to secure cyber energy infrastructure and 
other energy security matters; 

‘‘(C) leveraging natural gas to positively 
impact regional stability; 

‘‘(D) issues relating to the energy-water 
nexus, including improving energy efficiency 
and the overall performance of water tech-
nologies through research and development 
in water desalination, wastewater treatment 
and reclamation, water treatment in gas and 
oil production processes, and other water 
treatment refiners; 

‘‘(E) technical and environmental manage-
ment of deep-water exploration and produc-
tion; 

‘‘(F) emergency response and coastal pro-
tection and restoration; 

‘‘(G) academic outreach and engagement; 
‘‘(H) private sector and business develop-

ment engagement; 
‘‘(I) regulatory consultations; 
‘‘(J) leveraging alternative transportation 

fuels and technologies; and 
‘‘(K) any other areas determined appro-

priate by the United States and Israel; 
‘‘(15) the United States— 
‘‘(A) acknowledges the achievements and 

importance of the Binational Industrial Re-
search and Development Foundation and the 
United States-Israel Binational Science 
Foundation; and 

‘‘(B) supports continued multiyear funding 
to ensure the continuity of the programs of 
the foundations specified in subparagraph 
(A); and 

‘‘(16) the United States and Israel have a 
shared interest in addressing immediate, 
near-term, and long-term energy, energy 
poverty, energy independence, and environ-
mental challenges facing the United States 
and Israel, respectively.’’. 

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 917(b) of the 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘renewable 
energy or energy efficiency’’ and inserting 
‘‘covered energy’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) natural gas energy, including conven-

tional and unconventional natural gas tech-
nologies and other associated technologies, 
and natural gas projects conducted by or in 
conjunction with the United States-Israel 
Binational Science Foundation and the 
United States-Israel Binational Industrial 
Research and Development Foundation; and 

‘‘(I) improvement of energy efficiency and 
the overall performance of water tech-
nologies through research and development 
in water desalination, wastewater treatment 
and reclamation, and other water treatment 
refiners.’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking ‘‘energy 
efficiency or renewable’’ and inserting ‘‘cov-
ered’’. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS; RE-
GIONAL ENERGY COOPERATION.— 

(1) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.—Section 
917 of the Energy Independence and Security 
Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337) is amended— 

(A) by striking subsection (d); 
(B) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (e); 
(C) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(c) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, subject 

to the availability of appropriations, may 
enter into cooperative agreements sup-
porting and enhancing dialogue and planning 
involving international partnerships between 
the Department, including National Labora-
tories of the Department, and the Govern-

ment of Israel and its ministries, offices, and 
institutions. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Secretary may 
not pay more than 50 percent of Federal 
share of the costs of implementing coopera-
tive agreements entered into pursuant to 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL REPORTS.—If the Secretary en-
ters into agreements authorized by para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall submit an an-
nual report to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives that describes— 

‘‘(A) actions taken to implement such 
agreements; and 

‘‘(B) any projects undertaken pursuant to 
such agreements. 

‘‘(d) UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ENERGY CEN-
TER.—The Secretary may establish a joint 
United States-Israel Energy Center in the 
United States leveraging the experience, 
knowledge, and expertise of institutions of 
higher education and entities in the private 
sector, among others, in offshore energy de-
velopment to further dialogue and collabora-
tion to develop more robust academic co-
operation in energy innovation technology 
and engineering, water science, technology 
transfer, and analysis of emerging geo-
political implications, crises and threats 
from foreign natural resource and energy ac-
quisitions, and the development of domestic 
resources as a response.’’; and 

(D) in subsection (e), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘the date that is 7 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act’’ and inserting 
‘‘September 30, 2024’’. 

(2) CONSTRUCTIVE REGIONAL ENERGY CO-
OPERATION.—The Secretary of State shall 
continue the ongoing diplomacy efforts of 
the Secretary of State in— 

(A) engaging and supporting the energy se-
curity of Israel; and 

(B) promoting constructive regional en-
ergy cooperation in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on this 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this has been a long 
time coming, but I am so pleased that 
we finally have an opportunity to send 
to the President’s desk the bill before 
us, the U.S.-Israel Strategic Partner-
ship Act. 

I authored the original bill, alongside 
my Florida colleague, my good friend 
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Mr. DEUTCH, and together we intro-
duced it in the House almost 2 years 
ago. Chairman ROYCE, Ranking Mem-
ber ENGEL, and their staffs were im-
mensely supportive in pushing this bill 
through, and we ultimately passed the 
House version, H.R. 938, in this body in 
March, with an overwhelming vote of 
410–1. 

I want to thank our colleagues in the 
other Chamber, Senator BOXER and 
Senator BLUNT, for introducing the 
companion bill in the Senate. 

Today is, indeed, a significant day in 
the history of the United States-Israel 
relationship. Our bill takes the already 
strong bond between our two countries 
and makes it even stronger. 

In the aftermath of this summer’s 
Gaza conflict, in which we saw Hamas 
fire thousands of rockets indiscrimi-
nately into innocent Israeli civilian 
populations, and with the alarming rise 
in terror attacks in Jerusalem these 
past few weeks, well, Mr. Speaker, now 
is precisely the time for us to make 
this bill a law. 

Our bill is as important strategically 
as it is symbolically. It shows the 
world how deeply America values its 
bilateral relationship with Israel, af-
fording the democratic Jewish state 
the unique label of major strategic 
partner of the United States. 

At a time when many around the 
world seek to test our resolve and our 
commitment to our friend and ally, 
passing this bill will reaffirm an un-
wavering commitment to Israel, to its 
right to defend herself and her citizens, 
and redoubles our efforts to ensure 
that Israel always maintains a quali-
tative military edge over its enemies. 

Israel has many enemies, like Hamas. 
Hamas is, no doubt, planning its next 
assault against our ally. 

Hezbollah, another enemy which may 
be preoccupied right now in Syria, cer-
tainly has not forgotten its desire to 
wipe out Israel, especially not when its 
patron, the Iranian regime, continues 
to incite violence against Israel and 
calls for its very destruction. 

Iran’s Supreme Leader, while he is 
telling his people to continue to string 
along the P5+1 countries in the nuclear 
negotiations under the ruse of wanting 
to reach an agreement, is calling for all 
Palestinians in the West Bank to take 
up arms against Israel. 

And while the administration con-
tinues to extend and negotiate a very 
weak and dangerous Iran nuclear deal, 
it is important that we in the United 
States Congress send a signal to 
Khamenei and Rouhani and all the 
mullahs in Iran that the United States 
Congress will not undermine our ally, 
Israel, for a regime that cannot be 
trusted and is the world’s leading state 
sponsor of terrorism. 

This bill will do that, Mr. Speaker. It 
will do that and much more, and I am 
so honored to have led the charge, with 
Mr. ROYCE, with Mr. ENGEL, with Mr. 
DEUTCH, in getting this bill to the 
President’s desk. I look forward to it 
finally becoming law. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of S. 2673, the U.S.- 
Israel Strategic Partnership Act, and I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me first thank Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, the chair of the Middle 
East and North Africa Subcommittee, 
and Mr. DEUTCH, the ranking member 
of that subcommittee, for authoring 
the House version of this legislation, 
which passed by a vote of 410–1 on 
March 5 of this year. 

I will have to figure out who that one 
is. 

They have worked tirelessly, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr. DEUTCH, with 
their Senate counterparts, Senators 
BOXER and BLUNT, to send this bill to 
the President. 

This legislation would reaffirm our 
support for the U.S.-Israel relationship 
at a time of unprecedented threats. 

In the north, Israel sees Syria en-
gulfed in a civil war that has killed up-
wards of 200,000 people. The extremists 
who have filled the vacuum of leader-
ship, like the al-Qaeda-affiliated al- 
Nusra front, are sitting right on 
Israel’s border. They even kidnapped 
U.N. peacekeepers tasked with keeping 
that border calm. 

From Jordan, typically a quiet ally, 
we have seen some ugly rhetoric over 
the past few weeks. After terrorists 
seized a synagogue and slaughtered 
rabbis in their place of worship, the 
Jordanian Parliament praised the so- 
called martyrs who perpetrated this 
heinous attack. 

This summer’s war against Hamas 
and Gaza left the Israeli public acutely 
aware of their own vulnerabilities. For 
years, Israelis on border towns have 
said that they have heard digging un-
derneath their feet, scratches and vi-
brations that kept them up at night. 

It turns out they were right. Hamas 
was digging tunnels in order to kidnap 
Israeli civilians and soldiers, or per-
petrate large-scale terrorist attacks in 
some of Israel’s largest cities. 

I stood with Chairman ROYCE in one 
of those tunnels just a couple of 
months ago. We were also with Mr. 
ROHRABACHER, and we looked at those 
tunnels. It was just amazing. They 
were solidly-constructed and well-engi-
neered. 

I couldn’t help but wonder what Gaza 
would look like today if Hamas had put 
those resources into building schools or 
hospitals or a modern infrastructure 
for the Palestinian people. But they 
didn’t. They, instead, made them ter-
ror tunnels. What a waste. 

Hamas is now a legitimate political 
actor. It uses violence to gain power. It 
sees no value in human life, neither its 
Israeli victims nor its Palestinian 
human shields. And we did pass a reso-
lution earlier this year condemning 
Hamas’ use of innocent civilians as 
human shields. 

And, of course, Israel faces the exis-
tential threat of Iran and its illicit nu-

clear weapons program. Even as talks 
continue between the P5+1 and Iran, 
Tehran continues to support inter-
national terrorism that targets Jews in 
Israel and other parts of the world. 

Israel is a bright light, Mr. Speaker, 
in a very, very dark region, the only 
democracy in the Middle East, and a 
valued ally of the United States. That 
is why we are considering this bill to 
strengthen our relationship with the 
state and the people of Israel, and to 
send a clear and unmistakable message 
to Israel’s foes, and that message is: 
America stands with Israel. 

Specifically, this bill would build on 
our robust defense cooperation. It 
would ramp up U.S.-Israel collabora-
tion on cybersecurity, expand U.S.- 
Israel energy cooperation, and reaffirm 
our commitment to Israel’s QME, or 
qualitative military edge. 

This legislation names Israel as a 
major strategic partner, demonstrating 
that our relationship is not trans-
actional, it is not assistance-based. Our 
relationship is based on shared cul-
tural, societal, and historical ties, and 
is clearly ingrained in the values we 
hold dear. It is mutually beneficial and 
serves the strategic interests of both 
countries. 

Again, in my trip to Israel with 
Chairman ROYCE and Mr. ROHRABACHER 
and Mr. GREGORY MEEKS, we under-
stood why America stands with Israel. 

So, for these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. It is 
very important. It is very important 
that we do this. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1900 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my pleasure to yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New York, Mrs. 
NITA LOWEY, who is the ranking mem-
ber of the Appropriations sub-
committee which deals with all of 
these important issues. 

Mrs. LOWEY. I want to thank all of 
the authors of this bill for your impor-
tant work, and I appreciate your bring-
ing these issues once again to the at-
tention of my colleagues and to all of 
those who are watching us this 
evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the United States-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act. 

During a period of tremendous tur-
moil in the Middle East, the passage of 
this important legislation sends a 
strong signal to our steadfast ally that 
the United States Congress remains 
fully committed to its security. 

This bill, which I cosponsored, sup-
ports greater U.S.-Israeli cooperation 
on a number of fronts, including en-
ergy, cybersecurity, homeland secu-
rity, and agriculture. It also extends 
the authorization for U.S. weapons to 
be stored in Israel in case they are 
needed by either of our countries to re-
spond to an emergency. 
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Additionally, this bill provides for 

the greater congressional oversight of 
Israel’s qualitative military edge over 
its neighbors, a status that remains ab-
solutely critical to Israel’s ongoing se-
curity needs. Lastly, this bill encour-
ages Israel’s inclusion in the Visa 
Waiver Program and supports a greater 
engagement with Israel on meeting the 
program’s requirements. 

I remain committed to making it 
easier for young Israelis to travel to 
the United States. As I have said be-
fore, our visa policies should reflect 
the unbreakable bond between our na-
tions and people. 

Supporting Israel, our strongest ally 
and the only democracy in the region, 
remains a vital component of pro-
tecting U.S. national security inter-
ests. 

As ranking member of the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs, I 
will continue to fight to provide Israel 
with the resources it requires to secure 
its borders and protect its citizens. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida, Mr. TED DEUTCH, one of the au-
thors of this bill. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today, 
the House is taking up the Senate 
version of the United States-Israel 
Strategic Partnership Act, a bill that 
passed this Chamber in March with a 
vote of 410–1. Our vote today will send 
this important piece of legislation to 
the President’s desk. 

I am particularly grateful for the ef-
forts of my colleagues on the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, notably 
those by Chairman ED ROYCE; by rank-
ing member and my friend, ELIOT 
ENGEL, for helping to ensure this legis-
lation’s passage; by the Senate spon-
sors, Senator BOXER and Senator 
BLUNT; and by my friend, chairman, 
and stalwart champion of the U.S.- 
Israel relationship, chairman emeritus 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. 

I would also like to offer a special 
thanks as well to Casey Kustin, in my 
office; to Eddy Acevedo; and to the en-
tire committee staff, including Matt 
Zweig and Mira Resnick, who worked 
so hard to bring this bill to the floor at 
this moment. 

This critical bill enhances the broad 
cooperation between the United States 
and Israel on a wide spectrum of issues, 
and it reflects the simple truth that 
our bilateral relationship spans not 
only shared security interests but 
shared values. 

This bill was crafted with particular 
consideration of the heightened secu-
rity situation faced by Israel today. 
This summer’s Operation Protective 
Edge reminds us just how vital and 
strong U.S. support for Israel can be as 
the Iron Dome missile defense system 
saved tens of thousands of lives by tak-
ing down hundreds of Hamas rockets 
aimed at civilians and as the U.S. was 
able to quickly assist Israel in the re-

supply of defense articles, so that it 
could defend its citizens from brutal 
terror attacks. 

The United States-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act also highlights Israel’s 
significant contributions to the areas 
of water, irrigation, agriculture, and 
energy issues by expanding collabo-
rative research efforts. It recognizes 
that the United States is strengthened 
by these joint efforts with Israel to 
tackle shared problems and to advance 
shared interests. 

Through dire security threats and 
unimaginable hostility from the out-
side actors, the State of Israel has 
managed to thrive as an open and free 
democratic society, and it has pros-
pered into a global leader in research 
and development in countless fields. 

This bill, the United States-Israel 
Strategic Partnership Act, sends a 
clear and a bipartisan message to our 
ally Israel and to the rest of the world 
that the U.S.-Israel relationship runs 
wide and deep, that our commitment to 
the lasting safety and security of Israel 
is and always will be unbreakable, and 
that our work together not only in se-
curity but in agriculture, cybersecu-
rity, water, and energy advances the 
interests of our Nation, as well as 
those of our great ally. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
U.S.-Israel Strategic Partnership Act. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
let me say that I am very proud to help 
send this bill to the President’s desk. 
This is really significant and impor-
tant. 

The United States stands with Israel 
during these challenging times, and 
deepening our ties with Israel will only 
help strengthen our mutually bene-
ficial relationship. Let me say that 
again, ‘‘mutually beneficial relation-
ship.’’ 

It benefits both countries to have the 
kind of relationship that we have with 
Israel. It benefits both countries be-
cause we have shared values and care 
about democracy. It benefits both 
countries because we share intelligence 
and do so many things together as clos-
est allies. 

This is a very important piece of leg-
islation, and I urge everyone to support 
it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

It is in our national security inter-
ests of the United States to strengthen 
our relationship with our strongest 
ally, the democratic Jewish State of 
Israel. 

Our two nations share more than just 
a strategic partnership—we share the 
same values; we share the same ideals. 
The United States and Israel are both 
freedom-loving and democratic nations 
that serve as a model of how free and 
open societies can work and can thrive, 
but it is also our belief in these ideals 
that has made us a target by those who 

seek to oppress their people and impose 
strict laws that govern their everyday 
lives and restrict their freedom of ex-
pression and their freedom of religion. 

The citizens of the United States and 
of Israel speak openly, and we live hon-
estly, but our enemies hate everything 
that we stand for, and they will stop at 
nothing to harm or destroy our way of 
life. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, it is so im-
portant that we continue to strengthen 
our relationship with Israel and sup-
port its right to defend itself and its 
citizens, and that is exactly what we 
will be doing when we pass this bill. 

I would like to say to my Florida col-
league, Mr. DEUTCH, that it has been a 
joy to have joined him in our recent 
trip to Israel, and I have greatly en-
joyed our Florida road trip as we speak 
around our great State about the 
strength and the vitality of the U.S.- 
Israel relationship. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of S. 2673, the U.S.-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act. I’d like to note that the 
groundwork for this legislation was laid when 
the House-passed H.R. 938 by a vote of 410– 
1 in March. I would like to recognize the Gen-
tlewoman from Florida, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, 
and the Gentleman from Florida, Mr. DEUTCH, 
for their leadership in authoring that important 
measure. With passage of this legislation 
today, this bill now goes to the President’s 
desk for his signature. 

I also want to thank the Ranking Member of 
the Committee, the Gentleman from New 
York, Mr. ENGEL, for his assistance in bringing 
this legislation to the floor and for his long-
standing support for the State of Israel. Over 
the past two years, Mr. ENGEL and I have had 
the chance to travel twice to Israel together as 
Chair and Ranking Member, showing bipar-
tisan support for the relationship. 

We witnessed together the many factors 
that drive our relationship. Israel is a pluralistic 
democracy which includes the freedoms we 
cherish: freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of association, freedom of the 
press, and government by the consent of the 
governed. 

Our militaries hold combined exercises 
where they constantly learn from each other. 
A key collaboration here has been in missile 
defense. Jointly developed and produced by 
the U.S. and Israeli militaries, the Arrow de-
fense system, Iron Dome, and David’s Sling 
system—which is currently under develop-
ment—will soon be combined to create the 
world’s most sophisticated missile shields. And 
given the threats Israel faces, this is needed 
now more than ever. This summer, once again 
we saw how the Iron Dome helped save inno-
cent Israeli lives, giving its leaders breathing 
room and preventing more bloodshed. Con-
gress can be proud of its role in backing the 
Iron Dome. 

But we must always be working to ensure 
that our support for Israel keeps apace with 
the threats proliferating against the country— 
from Iran to Hamas. 

That is why today’s legislation is important. 
Once signed into law, it will expedite the provi-
sion of critical security assistance to Israel by 
ushering in an expedited licensing regime and 
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increasing the U.S. war reserves stockpile, for 
Israel to access, if needed. It will also require 
more frequent and detailed reporting on 
Israel’s Qualitative Military edge—a provision 
which is the direct result of Mr. COLLINS’ good 
efforts—so I thank the gentleman from Geor-
gia for his contribution. Finally, the legislation 
will expand our cooperation with Israel on en-
ergy research and development. 

I urge all Members to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I’d 
like to thank my colleagues Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN 
and Mr. DEUTCH who worked on the House 
version of this much-needed and timely bill. 

This substantive bill expands our relation-
ship with our closest ally by formally declaring 
Israel a ‘‘major strategic partner’’ of the U.S. It 
provides for increased cooperation in many 
spheres, including homeland security, cyber 
security, defense and intelligence, as well as 
water, energy, agriculture, and alternative 
fuels. This will send a signal to Israel’s en-
emies that, despite their manipulative and dis-
honest global campaign against Israel, the 
U.S.-Israel relationship continues to deepen— 
as it should. It is right and good for both of our 
countries. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is largely a response 
to anti-Semitism—to militant, military and ter-
roristic, and profoundly evil expressions of 
anti-Semitism. That’s what poisons the hearts 
and minds of those who launch rockets at 
Israel and tunnel under its borders. 

As we see on a sickeningly regular basis, 
many governments in the Middle East (and 
elsewhere) propagate anti-Semitic incitement 
as an official or quasi-official state ideology— 
the hate that still kills. They do this in order to 
distract people from their own authoritarian 
rule and human rights abuses. This constant 
incitement is a major factor in the security situ-
ation in the Middle East. In February of last 
year I chaired a hearing at which we heard im-
portant testimony from Dr. Zuhdi Jasser on 
this subject. He made the point that it is not 
only Jews who suffer from this incitement, but 
that Muslims suffer too, as Middle-Eastern 
despots deploy anti-Semitism as one of their 
principal tools in the subjugation and impover-
ishment of entire Muslim peoples. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill fights the evil effects of 
anti-Semitism. I urge my colleagues to support 
this outstanding bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 2673. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXECUTIVE ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I have 
got a heavy heart because I feel like, in 
just the short time you and I have been 
in this body, we have seen the same 

story play out more than once. You 
would like to think that we would all 
learn from our mistakes in this body. 

In fact, I don’t fault any of my col-
leagues who make mistakes. I am one 
of the folks who is guilty of having 
made a mistake before, Mr. Speaker, 
and I am not going to put you in that 
same box; but, yes, I have made a mis-
take before. The question isn’t: ‘‘Do 
you make mistakes?’’ The question is: 
‘‘What do you learn from your mis-
takes?’’ 

As we go down this road of executive 
action, this conversation that the 
country is having today, I feel like we 
have been down this road before, and I 
want to try to connect a couple of 
those dots for folks tonight, Mr. Speak-
er. 

You can’t see what I have here, but it 
is something that is near and dear to 
your heart. It is article II, section 2, of 
the United States Constitution. 

It says: 
The President shall have the power to fill 

up all vacancies that may happen during the 
recess of the Senate by granting commis-
sions which shall expire at the end of their 
session. 

Now, you wonder why this is impor-
tant. It is just one paragraph in a rel-
atively lengthy and really meaty Con-
stitution. The answer is because it de-
fines the relationship between the arti-
cle I, Congress, and the article II, 
White House. 

It says, White House, if you want to 
make appointments to positions of 
great power, of great authority, in the 
United States Government, you must 
do so with the advice and consent of 
the United States Senate, that the 
Senate must confirm all of those indi-
viduals the President wishes to place in 
these positions of great power. 

The President back in 2012, 2011, had 
some folks he wanted to appoint to po-
sitions of great responsibility. One of 
those was to the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. You will recall this, Mr. 
Speaker. The President made some 
nominations, and the Senate said, ‘‘No, 
this isn’t going to fly.’’ 

Now, the President could have gone 
back and said: ‘‘Do you know what? If 
you don’t like these nominees, this is 
an important job, it is an important re-
sponsibility, I am going to appoint 
some different nominees. I am going to 
put some different names out there. I 
am going to work with you to try to 
find some folks we can agree on as the 
Constitution requires.’’ 

It is not what the President did. In 
fact, there is a pattern of that not 
being what the President does. 

What the President did instead of 
working with the Senate—what the 
President did instead of offering some 
different names—what the President 
did instead of trying to find common 
ground was he went to this article II, 
section 2, of the United States Con-
stitution and said: ‘‘I have the power to 
fill these spots without anybody else’s 
advice or counsel, without anybody 
else’s consent, as long as I do it during 
recess.’’ 

He woke up one morning, and he de-
clared the Senate in recess, and he 
made these appointments. Now, that 
would be all well and good, Mr. Speak-
er, if the Senate had, in fact, been in 
recess, but the Senate was not in re-
cess. 

I have here on a chart, Mr. Speaker, 
a quote from Senate Majority Leader 
HARRY REID. It is November 16, 2007, 
when President Bush was still the 
President of the United States. He, too, 
wanted to make some nominations. 
The Senate then, as in 2012, disagreed 
with those nominations and didn’t 
want to appoint those people. 

Senate Majority Leader HARRY REID 
said this: 

The Senate will be coming in for pro forma 
sessions during the Thanksgiving holiday to 
prevent recess appointments. My hope is 
that this will prompt the President to see 
that it is in our mutual interests for the 
nominations process to get back on track. 

Hear that, Mr. Speaker? Senate Ma-
jority Leader HARRY REID said to then- 
President George Bush: ‘‘I don’t like 
the folks you are trying to nominate. I 
disagree with you on those nomina-
tions, so I am going to keep the Senate 
in, in pro forma session, to prevent you 
from nominating those folks during a 
period of recess, to prevent you from 
using article II, section 2. I hope that 
will encourage you to come and work 
with us together to find folks who are 
mutually agreeable for these posi-
tions.’’ 

In November 2007, HARRY REID kept 
the Senate in session, these pro forma 
sessions, all through the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

b 1915 

I now bring you to December 19, 2007, 
later that same year. Again, Senate 
Majority Leader HARRY REID said this: 
I could be a grinch. I could tell the 
President that I would not move any 
nominations, given his demand to 
make controversial recess appoint-
ments. But I am not going to do that 
tonight, Mr. President. I am not going 
to meet intransigence with intran-
sigence. We will confirm those appoint-
ments this evening, and I will keep the 
Senate in pro forma session to block 
the President from doing an end run 
around the Senate and the Constitu-
tion with his other controversial nomi-
nees. 

Hear that: Getting ready to head 
home for Christmas, Senator HARRY 
REID said to then-President George 
Bush: I will not let you do an end run 
around the Constitution by appointing 
individuals to these powerful positions 
across the government without the 
consent of the Senate. I will not let 
you do it, and I will prevent you from 
doing it by keeping the Senate in pro 
forma session during the holidays. 

Pro forma session means you are in 
once every 3 days. That is how the law 
defines it. You come in once every 3 
days. It doesn’t count as a recess. 
HARRY REID knows this. It is the tool 
that he uses to prevent then-President 
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George Bush from doing, and I quote, 
an end run around the Senate and the 
Constitution. 

I found it fairly persuasive, Mr. 
Speaker. In fact, President George 
Bush found it fairly persuasive. And 
this ended the argument because no 
President has a vested interest in mak-
ing an end run around the Senate and 
the Constitution. 

But President Obama didn’t see 
things that same way. In January of 
2012, faced with the exact same cir-
cumstances, Mr. Speaker, a Senate in 
pro forma session designed specifically 
to prevent recess appointments, the 
President woke up one morning in Jan-
uary and said: The Senate is, in fact, in 
recess. They say that they are not, but 
they are wrong. They, in fact, are. I am 
going to make four appointments 
today. 

Now, you would think, having read 
what we read from Senate Majority 
Leader HARRY REID, that the Senate 
would have melted down with defenders 
of article I standing up and saying: Mr. 
President, we may agree with your pol-
itics, we may agree with your policy, 
but we disagree with this end run that 
you are making around the Senate and 
the United States Constitution. 

It is what you would have expected. 
It is what you would have hoped for. 
But it is not what you got. 

Senator TOM HARKIN, when asked 
about those appointments, said the 
President ‘‘acted responsibly’’ in mak-
ing those appointments. He ‘‘acted re-
sponsibly.’’ 

This is the National Labor Relations 
Board we are talking about. So, of 
course, the AFL–CIO commented that 
President Richard Trumka said the 
President was ‘‘exercising his constitu-
tional authority to ensure that cru-
cially important agencies protecting 
workers and consumers are not shut 
down.’’ 

The Labor Secretary is one of those 
Members that had to be confirmed by 
the United States Senate. Then-Labor 
Secretary Hilda Solis said: ‘‘We can’t 
afford to not move on very important 
issues that affect working class peo-
ple.’’ We cannot afford not to move. We 
cannot afford to allow the Constitution 
to get in the way of those things that 
we would like to do. 

This isn’t sour grapes from a Repub-
lican in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, Mr. Speaker. This case went to 
the Supreme Court. This case went to 
the Supreme Court. And on that Court, 
of course, sit two Obama appointees; 
two Clinton appointees sit there. Mr. 
Speaker, 21⁄2 years later, 9–0 was the 
ruling from the Supreme Court that 
what the President did was patently 
unconstitutional. Unconstitutional. 

Now, this isn’t a surprise to anyone. 
You will remember the words of HARRY 
REID when he implemented these ses-
sions to prevent recess appointments. 
He said: I am not going to let the 
President do ‘‘an end run around the 
Constitution.’’ The Constitution has 
these requirements. HARRY REID knew 

it. President Bush knew it. HARRY REID 
knew it again in 2012. President Obama 
knew it in 2012, and he did it anyway, 
as then-Labor Secretary Hilda Solis 
said: because we have important things 
that we need to do, and we can’t let 
things get in the way. 

Quoting from that 9–0 decision, Mr. 
Speaker, Justice Breyer wrote the ma-
jority opinion. He said: ‘‘The recess ap-
pointments clause is not designed to 
overcome serious institutional friction. 
Friction between the branches is an in-
evitable consequence of our constitu-
tional structure.’’ 

That bears repeating, Mr. Speaker. 
The ‘‘clause is not designed to over-
come serious institutional friction. 
Friction between the branches is an in-
evitable consequence of our constitu-
tional structure.’’ 

I don’t even know if that captures it, 
Mr. Speaker. It is not really an inevi-
table consequence. It is there by de-
sign. It is not an accident that we have 
this friction. It is there by design. 

This isn’t the ranting of a sour 
grapes conservative Republican. This is 
the unanimous decision of a Supreme 
Court that is as divided as any Court 
we have seen in my lifetime. 

But they unanimously said: Presi-
dent Obama, your goals are not what 
we are litigating today. The process 
that you are using to achieve your 
goals is unconstitutional. Why? Be-
cause Congress got in your way. And 
instead of working with Congress, you 
went around Congress, and the law 
doesn’t allow for that. 

Sound familiar, Mr. Speaker? Sound 
familiar? It took 21⁄2 years to litigate 
that case. It took 21⁄2 years to get an 
answer from the Supreme Court. In 
those 21⁄2 years, over 400 cases were de-
cided by the National Labor Relations 
Board, now all invalidated by this Su-
preme Court decision, lives thrown into 
turmoil. 

Not one Senator, not one Democratic 
Senator, not one Senator from the 
leadership spoke out to say: Mr. Presi-
dent, I may agree with your politics, I 
may agree with your policies, but the 
way you are getting them done is un-
constitutional. 

And every one of them knew it, just 
like the Supreme Court did, 9–0, when 
they ruled 21⁄2 years later. 

Now fast-forward to today, Mr. 
Speaker. We are talking about immi-
gration. And we are not talking about 
good immigration policy, because that 
is what we talk about in the Judiciary 
Committee. We are not talking about 
immigration law in this country, be-
cause that is what is decided in the 
House and the Senate. What we are 
talking about is the President taking 
action on his own in an end run around 
the Senate, an end run around the 
House, an end run around the Constitu-
tion and implementing immigration 
policy all by himself. 

He was asked about that in a 
Univision town hall, Mr. Speaker. It 
was March of 2011, and the question 
that was put to the President was: 

‘‘Mr. President, my question will be as 
follows: With an executive order, could 
you be able to stop deportations of the 
students?’’ 

Fair question. Fair question. A lot of 
folks out there have this issue on their 
mind. 

It was March of 2011, and this is what 
President Barack Obama said in an-
swer to the question: Mr. President, 
can’t you just stop deportations by ex-
ecutive order? The President said this: 
‘‘With respect to the notion that I can 
just suspend deportations with execu-
tive order, that’s just not the case be-
cause there are laws on the books that 
Congress has passed.’’ 

The President was right on that day 
in March. 

‘‘I can’t just do this by executive 
order,’’ he told the questioner, ‘‘be-
cause there are laws on the books that 
Congress has passed.’’ He says: ‘‘Con-
gress passes the law. The executive 
branch’s job is to enforce and imple-
ment those laws. Then the judiciary 
has to interpret those laws. There are 
enough laws on the books by Congress 
that are very clear in terms of how we 
have to enforce our immigration sys-
tem that for me to simply, through ex-
ecutive order, ignore those congres-
sional mandates would not conform 
with my appropriate role as Presi-
dent.’’ 

Those are not my words, Mr. Speak-
er. Those are President Barack 
Obama’s words. ‘‘There are enough 
laws on the books by Congress that are 
very clear’’—very clear—‘‘in terms of 
how we have to enforce our immigra-
tion system that for me to simply, 
through executive order, ignore those 
congressional mandates would not con-
form with my responsibilities as Presi-
dent.’’ 

Now, that is powerful, Mr. Speaker; 
but that is not even the most inter-
esting part of that response. He went 
on in that question and said this: 

That doesn’t mean that we can’t 
make decisions to emphasize enforce-
ment. It doesn’t mean that we can’t 
strongly advocate and propose legisla-
tion that would change the law in 
order to make it fair or more just and 
ultimately would help young people 
who are here trying to do the right 
thing and whose talents we want to 
embrace in order to succeed as a coun-
try. It doesn’t mean that we can’t work 
hard to change the law. It just means 
that I, as President, don’t have the 
ability to do it by myself. The Con-
stitution requires a team effort be-
tween Congress and the White House. 

Mr. Speaker, this wasn’t just a one- 
time thing. This wasn’t just a quote 
that I pulled out of thin air. I am not 
trying to mischaracterize the Presi-
dent’s feelings. 

November 2013, he is being heckled. 
He is giving a speech, and he is being 
heckled by protesters who want him to 
do more in terms of changing immigra-
tion law. You have just heard his last 
quote, where he said, I can’t do this by 
myself. Congress has to lead in this 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:42 Dec 04, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00085 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03DE7.091 H03DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8360 December 3, 2014 
area. He is being heckled; and he says 
this: 

‘‘What you need to know, when I’m 
speaking as President of the United 
States and I come to this community, 
is that if, in fact, I could solve all these 
problems without passing laws in Con-
gress, then I would do so.’’ 

That is what he says to the heckler. 
He said: Sir, what you need to know is, 
if I could, I would. If I could change 
these laws without Congress, I would. 
But the Constitution doesn’t allow for 
it. 

President Obama went on to say: 
‘‘We’re also a nation of laws. That’s 

part of our tradition. And so the easy 
way out is to try to yell and pretend 
like I can do something by violating 
our laws. And what I’m proposing is 
the harder path, which is to use our 
democratic processes to achieve the 
same goal that you want to achieve. 
But it won’t be as easy as just shout-
ing. It requires us lobbying and getting 
it done.’’ 

Wow, Mr. Speaker. He is being heck-
led for his position on immigration pol-
icy, and he says to the heckler: If I 
could do something about it, I would, 
but I can’t because America’s tradition 
is a tradition of laws. He says: It is not 
as easy as just one man deciding that 
he is going to ignore the law or change 
the law. What it takes is hard work, 
working with Congress, lobbying in 
Congress, working through legislation 
and changing the laws. It is not as easy 
as one man deciding he doesn’t like the 
law, because our tradition is a tradi-
tion of law. 

He goes on to that heckler, Mr. 
Speaker, and he says to him: If you are 
serious about making that happen— 
that change happen, changing the 
law—if you are serious about making 
that happen, then I am willing to work 
with you, but it is going to require 
work. 

He says: It is not simply a matter of 
us just saying we are going to violate 
the law. That is not our tradition. The 
great thing about this country, Presi-
dent Obama said, is we have this won-
derful process of democracy. And some-
times it is messy, and sometimes it is 
hard, but ultimately, justice and truth 
win out. That has always been the case 
in this country, and that is going to 
continue to be the case today. 

Mr. Speaker, that was a year ago. 
That was a year ago that President 
Obama said to the heckler wanting him 
to do unilateral immigration action, he 
said it is not just a matter of us saying 
we are going to violate the law. He said 
we have got this wonderful process, 
this crazy, crazy process called democ-
racy, where we go to the House and we 
go to the Senate and we work to 
change the law. He says it is hard. He 
says it is a hard process. It is a messy 
process. But ultimately, truth and jus-
tice win out. And he is so right. He is 
so right. 

Justice Breyer in that 9–0 decision, 
rebuking the President for violating 
the Constitution, said: ‘‘Friction be-

tween the branches is an inevitable 
consequence of our constitutional 
structure.’’ 

b 1930 

We have been down this road before. 
Mr. Speaker, I represent a commu-

nity of immigrants, a vibrant, wonder-
ful, wonderful community of immi-
grants, folks who have stood in line 
and paid their money, folks who have 
relatives overseas who have been wait-
ing in line 5 years, or 10 years, or 20 
years, and I welcome the opportunity 
to work with my colleagues to change 
the law to bring fairness and justice to 
them. Oh, Mr. Speaker, I have got folks 
in my district with big brains, big 
minds, strong work ethics, but the 
visas they are here under don’t allow 
them to go to work. 

The President has proposed offering 4 
million new work permits to folks who 
have done it the wrong way. I have got 
folks in my district who have done it 
the right way, waiting in line without 
the ability to work. 

Are there things on which we can 
agree? There absolutely are. But isn’t 
the first of those things that the Presi-
dent cannot unilaterally change the 
law from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue? He 
knew that was true in 2012. He knew 
that was true in 2013. What has 
changed about our 250-year-old Con-
stitution today that suddenly makes it 
okay? The silence in this town is deaf-
ening from folks who know the right 
way, who know the right way to pass a 
law, to change a law, to implement a 
law, and to enforce a law in the Amer-
ica that you and I love, the America 
that we inherited from patriots before 
us. 

The President says it is sometimes 
messy and it is sometimes hard, but 
the great thing about this country is 
we have this wonderful process called 
democracy. Justice Breyer says, ‘‘Mr. 
President you might have forgotten a 
little bit about that democracy.’’ And 
9–0 the Supreme Court says the Con-
stitution was thrown by the wayside in 
the President’s zeal to implement his 
policies, in the President’s zeal to do, 
as HARRY REID described it, an end run 
around the Senate, and the President’s 
zeal to do, as Mr. REID described it, an 
end run around the Constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome a policy de-
bate with the President. I welcome a 
partnership with the President to fix a 
muddled immigration process that we 
have in this country today. We are a 
land of immigrants. We always have 
been, and we always will be. And I 
thrive on that. I celebrate that. But we 
are also a land of laws, a sentiment the 
President has acknowledged and cele-
brated in years past and a sentiment 
that just days after the last election 
the President threw out the window in 
the spirit of the ends justifying the 
means. 

I don’t think the American people 
are going to let that stand, Mr. Speak-
er. And I call on folks from the left and 
the right to be a part of that chorus of 

voices. We are not having a debate to-
night. We are not having a debate to-
morrow about policies of immigration 
reform. The discussion we are having is 
about process. The discussion we are 
having is about whether or not the 
Constitution matters. The discussion 
we are having is, who writes the laws? 
Does Congress craft the laws and the 
President signs them? Or does the 
President craft the laws and the Presi-
dent signs them? 

‘‘It is not simply a matter of our say-
ing we are going to violate the law,’’ 
the President said. ‘‘The easy way is to 
yell and scream and pretend that I can 
do something by violating our laws, 
but the better path is the harder path,’’ 
the President says. ‘‘With respect to 
the notion that I can just suspend de-
portation through executive order, 
that is just not the case because there 
are laws on the books that Congress 
has passed,’’ the President says. 
‘‘There are enough laws on the books 
by Congress that are very clear in 
terms of how we have to enforce our 
immigration system that for me to 
simply through executive order ignore 
those congressional mandates would 
not conform with my appropriate role 
as President,’’ President Obama says. 

Nine to zero in defense of the Con-
stitution the last time the President 
decided he was going to go it alone, an 
end run around the Senate, as HARRY 
REID says, an end run around the Con-
gress, as HARRY REID says. But it took 
21⁄2 years for the Supreme Court to sort 
that out. 

I think America deserves better, I 
think those trying to immigrate to 
this country deserve better, I think 
those fighting for work back home de-
serve better, and perhaps worst, Mr. 
Speaker, I think the President knows 
better and has chosen the path he has 
chosen anyway. There is still time to 
turn back on that decision, Mr. Speak-
er. 

There is still time to engage in that 
partnership, to engage in that messy, 
that hard, but that oh so rewarding 
process as the President has described 
it that is the Constitution-defined de-
mocracy that we live in today. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

NO INDICTMENT IN ERIC 
GARNER’S CHOKE HOLD CASE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BRAT). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2013, the Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. JOHNSON) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise tonight, ladies and gentlemen, 
with a heavy heart because today we 
had a secret grand jury finding in New 
York that resulted in no charges 
against the police officer who killed an 
unarmed man named Eric Garner, a 
man whom they accused of trying to 
sell some cigarettes. That man was ap-
proached by law enforcement on the 
streets of New York, and when ap-
proached, he said that he had not done 
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anything wrong. He held his hands up 
in the hands up, don’t shoot position, 
and they took him down while his 
hands were up and applied a choke 
hold, an illegal choke hold, and applied 
it until the man took his last breath. 

What did Eric Garner say 13 times be-
fore he died? What did he say 13 times 
before he died? He said, ‘‘I can’t 
breathe. I can’t breathe. I can’t 
breathe.’’ And he said that over and 
over again until he could not breathe. 
He took his last breath just like Mi-
chael Brown, accused of stealing some 
cigarettes—or cigars, excuse me—Mi-
chael Brown, accused of stealing some 
cigars, Eric Garner, accused of selling 
some cigarettes. I don’t know when 
possession and/or sale of tobacco mer-
ited a death penalty in this country, 
but both of them, both of those cases 
involved tobacco products. Both of 
them involved men—Black men—with 
their hands up in the ‘‘don’t shoot’’ po-
sition. Both of them were killed. Both 
cases were handled in a secret grand 
jury process. We don’t know the names 
of the grand jurors, we don’t know 
what went on in that grand jury room, 
although we do have the transcript in 
the Michael Brown case, and it shows 
that a lot of injustice was done in that 
grand jury room which resulted in an 
unjust no bill against the police officer 
involved in that case. 

We don’t know what happened in the 
New York case, but we got a result, a 
no bill against that police officer who 
was caught on tape just like in the 
Rodney King case, all caught on tape, 
Eric Garner caught on tape, the kill-
ing, but still no justice done. Cameras 
are not the sole answer, it appears. It 
runs deeper than a camera. 

These are dark days, ladies and gen-
tlemen, that we are living in today. 
The first African American President 
is treated like no other President has 
ever been treated before. Is this a 
symptom of the Obama backlash that 
is occurring in this country? Is there 
any connection between what we see 
happening in the streets of Ferguson 
and on the streets of New York, with 
what is going on with the dehumaniza-
tion of the leader of the free world? 

First they said he was not a resident, 
not a citizen of this country. Then they 
said he was a Communist, a socialist. 
They accused him of being weak and 
indecisive as a President and not really 
having the intellectual capacity to be 
the President. Now they are saying he 
was a Muslim. Now they are saying 
that he is an emperor, a king, dis-
regarding the Constitution. Where are 
we in America when it comes to Black 
males and how we treat them and how 
they end up faring in life? 

Is it our fault? Yes, we do have re-
sponsibility. We can always do better. 
But don’t put your foot on my neck 
and tell me that it is my fault that 
your foot is on my neck. People are 
tired of seeing what is happening over 
and over again. A young, 12-year-old 
Black male with a BB gun at a park on 
the streets and a police car rolls up, a 

police officer gets out and immediately 
shoots the young man and kills him. 
Will that go to another secret grand 
jury process and have the same result 
as what we saw with Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner? It is happening 
throughout the streets of the Nation. 

I tell you, I have been gratified by 
the protesters. I have seen protesters 
out there. It has been Black and White 
protesters out there demonstrating 
peacefully being met with a militarized 
response. And I say that to say this, 
that I am going to paraphrase some-
thing that you will probably be famil-
iar with: 

They first came for the gypsy, and I wasn’t 
a gypsy, and I didn’t say anything. Then 
they came for the Jews, and I was not a Jew, 
and so I didn’t say anything. Then they came 
for the women, and I wasn’t a woman, and I 
didn’t say anything. Then they came for me, 
and there was nobody left to say anything. 

Is that where we are headed in this 
country, ladies and gentlemen? Be-
cause there are all kinds of people out 
peacefully protesting, and that is what 
I advocate for, peaceful protests. Vio-
lence is not the way. Violence just pro-
duces more pain and agony. Violence is 
not the way. Nonviolence is the way 
that we must confront this because 
really, when you move past the fact 
that Black males are at the bottom of 
the totem pole, and we are the ones 
who bear the brunt, these who come to 
aid us are in the line of fire also. 

b 1945 
What happens to one of us happens to 

all of us. If not you now, then what 
happens tomorrow when you come to 
my assistance? So we all are our broth-
er’s keeper. 

Right now, we are operating under an 
economic philosophy in this country 
that only the strong survive. If you are 
weak, it is your fault, and I don’t owe 
you anything. Don’t ask me for noth-
ing. You get yours. I got mine; you get 
yours. Don’t worry about me. Don’t 
ask me for nothing. 

That is the economic attitude that 
we have that we are trying to preserve 
and protect in this hallowed body here. 
It is called laissez-faire capitalism, and 
it is supported by the U.S. Supreme 
Court that has contorted itself in such 
ways so as to rule in ways that enable 
a corporation to become a person. 

When we have a corporation having a 
right to free speech and having unlim-
ited funds and unlimited duration and 
we have a corporation that has a right 
to religious freedom, so that it can dic-
tate to its employees their religious 
beliefs—it doesn’t even make sense for 
a corporation to have a religious belief, 
but that is what our Supreme Court 
has found—and every other way that it 
can aid corporations to become richer. 

The rich get richer, and the poor get 
poorer, and I don’t owe you a thing— 
you are on your own. That is what they 
want us to believe, but it is time for 
people—for us to come together. It is 
all about economics. 

They put Blacks against Whites, poor 
Whites and poor Blacks against each 

other, and then they are going to the 
bank in the Brink’s truck, and we are 
sitting, pointing fingers at ourselves, 
when we are all in the same boat to-
gether, the 99 percent—or the 47 per-
cent, as one of our Presidential can-
didates most famously talked about in 
the last election. I am proudly one of 
those 47 percent, and I represent the 47 
percent that is really the 99 percent. 

So this extrajudicial killing of Black 
men has to end. If not, then what is 
going to happen to you tomorrow? 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to associate myself with the words 
of my colleague, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL). I think this 
body has been blessed by ROB WOODALL 
being here, and his words tonight just 
reinforce that. 

The President has declared an am-
nesty. The law of the land is if someone 
is in this country illegally, they are 
not allowed to legally work. To change 
that law requires a bill. As Saturday 
Night Live pointed out in their version 
of Schoolhouse Rock, a bill has to pass 
the House, it has to pass the Senate, 
and then it goes to the President and 
gets his signature if it is going to 
change existing law. 

For anyone to just pronounce ‘‘here 
is the new change’’ is an indiscriminate 
approach to changing the law without 
following the law. 

I believe such an indiscriminate approach 
would be both unwise and unfair. It would 
suggest to those thinking about coming here 
illegally that there will be no repercussions 
for such a decision, and this could lead to a 
surge in more illegal immigration, and it 
would also ignore the millions of people 
around the world who are waiting to come 
here legally. 

Ultimately, our Nation, like all nations, 
has the right and obligation to control its 
borders and set laws for residency and citi-
zenship, and no matter how decent they are, 
no matter their reasons, the 11 million who 
broke these laws should be held accountable. 
That is what I believe. 

All of the words—every one of the 
words I just spoke, beginning with ‘‘I 
believe such an indiscriminate ap-
proach would be both unwise and un-
fair’’—were words directly out of the 
mouth of the United States of Amer-
ica’s Barack Hussein Obama. 

He was right. In everything he said in 
that quote, he was exactly right. There 
are millions of people lined up around 
the world who are wanting to come 
here legally. Most of those who would 
be coming would have to have some 
way to support themselves; yet the 
President spoke into law and signed his 
oral fiat saying: ‘‘You know what, I am 
going to disregard everything I have 
previously said that was exactly right, 
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change the law without a bill going to 
the House or the Senate or without 
coming to me for my signature after it 
has passed both.’’ 

Our President also said: 
I take the Constitution very seriously. The 

biggest problems that we are facing right 
now is the President trying to bring more 
and more power into the executive branch 
and not go through Congress at all, and that 
is what I intend to reverse when I am Presi-
dent of the United States of America. 

The trouble is he said that on March 
31, 2008, and when he became President, 
he forgot that promise. Somebody 
needs to get that promise in front of 
him again. 

Also, in 2008, before he got elected, he 
said: 

We have got a government designed by the 
Founders so there will be checks and bal-
ances. You don’t want a President who is too 
powerful or a Congress that is too powerful 
or a court that is too powerful. Everybody 
has got their role. Congress’ job is to pass 
legislation. The President can veto it or he 
can sign it. 

Senator Obama said: 
I believe in the Constitution, and I will 

obey the Constitution of the United States. 
We are not going to use signing statements 
as a way of doing an end-run around Con-
gress. 

I had a practice court instructor at 
Baylor Law School. He was an incred-
ible trial lawyer before he came to be a 
professor at Baylor Law School. He 
talked even slower than I talk. I can 
still hear Matt Dawson saying, when he 
caught a witness saying something dif-
ferent one time than he said another 
time, he would say to the witness: 
‘‘Well, were you lying then, or are you 
lying now?’’ 

Let the shoe fit on the foot that 
wears that size. 

Now, there has been a lot of talk 
about the law, and I have been called 
anal and everything else around this 
House floor, even by people in my 
party, for actually reading bills and 
reading laws, but 8 United States Code 
section 1324a(a)(1) says: 

It is unlawful for a person or other entity— 
(A) to hire, or to recruit or refer for a fee, for 
employment in the United States an alien 
knowing the alien is an unauthorized alien, 
as defined in subsection (h)(3) of this section, 
with respect to such employment; or (B) (i) 
to hire for employment in the United States 
an individual without complying with the re-
quirements of subsection (b) of this section; 
or (ii) if the person or entity is an agricul-
tural association, agricultural employer, or 
farm labor contractor, to hire, or to recruit 
or refer for a fee, for employment in the 
United States an individual without com-
plying with the requirements of subsection 
(b) of this section. 

Basically, it makes clear, and it is 
easier for me to see it in print, but 
when I see it in print, it is very clear, 
it is illegal for someone to get a job in 
America who is not an authorized 
alien. 

If you are an illegal alien or an unau-
thorized alien, as the language is here, 
then you are not entitled, it is illegal 
for you to get a job in the United 
States, and it is illegal for someone to 
hire you. 

It really raises an interesting ques-
tion, and I haven’t seen this in the 
President’s fiat, the royal decree that 
he made, I haven’t seen if he is pro-
viding amnesty for every employer 
that hires someone who is here ille-
gally because the President is saying, 
basically, ‘‘I’m giving you amnesty, so 
you can go work wherever you want 
to,’’ but as the law makes clear in sec-
tion 1324 of volume 8 of the United 
States Code, it is illegal to hire some-
one that is illegally in the country. 

Is the President going to pardon 
every employer that hires one of the 5 
million that is going to get a permit? 
We know that the President wants to 
give pardons to folks who are here ille-
gally, but the trouble is a pardon 
doesn’t work for someone wanting to 
grant legal status. A pardon only 
works if you want to forgive a crime 
that has been committed, like Presi-
dent Clinton did. 

President-elect George W. Bush and 
Vice President Cheney, he kept them 
waiting. The service was supposed to 
start, and President Clinton was over 
there, just signing pardons as fast as he 
could. It took him awhile to get that 
done. 

He left President-elect George W. 
Bush and Vice President Cheney wait-
ing. They were late starting the service 
that day on Inauguration Day for 
George W. Bush because he was signing 
those pardons as fast as he could, be-
cause he had to sign the individual par-
dons. 

Well, the President hasn’t signed 5 
million pardons, and even if he did, a 
pardon forgives the committing of a 
crime. It does not change the status of 
someone that is illegally in the coun-
try. A pardon pertains to criminal law. 

The changing of status is under natu-
ralization and immigration, and that 
power is strictly reserved to this House 
and the body down the hall, the U.S. 
Senate. 

b 2000 

We have the power under article I, 
section 8, to make the law on those 
things; the President does not. And 
there is no provision that allows him 
to pardon someone from the require-
ments of the naturalization or immi-
gration laws. 

Now, something else caught my at-
tention. It is down in the miscella-
neous provisions of section 1324, be-
cause I am always looking: Okay, does 
the President have a loophole here? 
And at first I thought maybe he did. It 
turns out he doesn’t. But under the def-
inition of ‘‘unauthorized alien,’’ it 
says: 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘unau-
thorized alien’’ means, with respect to the 
employment of an alien at a particular time, 
that the alien is not at that time either: 

A) an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence, or 

B) authorized to be so employed by this 
chapter or by the attorney general (now the 
Secretary of Homeland Security). 

So I thought maybe this is their 
loophole here that the President might 

try to use, even though that is not 
what was said in a basis that was pro-
vided. 

But then when you get over here, it 
says this exception may not be pro-
vided to the alien unless the alien is 
lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence or otherwise would, without re-
gard to removal proceedings, be pro-
vided such authorization. 

So again, it kicks it back to the law 
as Congress has decreed it in the past, 
by both Houses passing it with a ma-
jority and a President previously sign-
ing it, that you have to follow the law 
in order to get this lawful permanent 
resident status. You have to be law-
fully admitted. You are not even eligi-
ble for that miscellaneous exception 
under section 1324. 

There are people that have violated 
the law to come into the country in 
such a way that it is not necessarily a 
crime, but if they go to work, under 
volume 8 of the United States Code, 
section 1324, it will be a crime for any-
body that hires them, and it will be a 
crime for them. That is where the 
crime may get committed. 

I guess at that time if the President 
wants to sign 5 million pardons for 5 
million employers, well, he could do 
that. He has that authority under the 
Constitution. He can sign pardons for 
all 5 million employers that employ 
people who are unauthorized aliens in 
this country. No matter what the 
President gives them under the law, 
that person is still an unauthorized 
alien under this criminal provision. 

There are some interesting days 
ahead, and the statute of limitations 
will not have run out when a new 
President comes into office. The only 
way that wouldn’t happen is if the 
President got a third term, and, of 
course, we know that would be as un-
constitutional as the President legis-
lating, and surely that wouldn’t hap-
pen. 

Now, it is interesting, too, that in 
the manner in which the President has 
given this amnesty and is authorizing 
these work permits, he has actually 
doubled down legally on his violation 
of the law previously under DACA in 
which he had said that—well, this is 
the way he doubled down on it. Basi-
cally, he expands his previous uncon-
stitutional action that the House 
passed a law the last week of July can-
celing but the Senate didn’t take it up. 
That is why, when the President says 
Congress hadn’t done anything, the 
House did. They talked about the Sen-
ate passing a comprehensive bill, and 
they forget to mention that the Sen-
ate’s bill is unconstitutional. We are 
not allowed to take it up because it 
raised revenue, and under the Constitu-
tion, such a bill has to originate in the 
House. 

If the Senate gets around to sending 
it down here, we don’t get to bring it 
on the floor. It would be what is called 
‘‘blue slipped,’’ where you put a blue 
slip on there and say the House cannot 
take this up. It raises revenue. It has 
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to originate in the House. Therefore, 
the House is not allowed to take it up. 

Since the Senate passed a bill that 
was not allowed under the Constitu-
tion, we took one up ourselves and we 
passed that one, and it was constitu-
tional and it was a good bill. There was 
more that needed to be done, but for 
what it did, it was a good bill. It dealt 
largely with securing our border. Be-
cause the question people are not ask-
ing and the President is not answering 
is a very important question. 

If this act of amnesty, unconstitu-
tional, illegal as it is, if this act of am-
nesty is allowed to stand, and obvi-
ously the border is not secure, we still 
have thousands and thousands con-
tinuing to come across our border ille-
gally, and nowadays nobody apparently 
is being turned away, then the big 
question I am getting to that has to be 
answered is: How often should we go 
ahead and have an amnesty? Because 
clearly, since the President has chosen 
to provide an amnesty unconstitution-
ally without securing the border first— 
and the vast majority of Americans do, 
and even a majority of our Hispanic 
friends that are legally here want the 
border secure before we do anything 
else. 

I have said over and over, if the 
President will just secure the border, 
as we get confirmed by the border 
States, not by anybody over at Home-
land Security—we have already seen 
their kind of work, at least the people 
at the top—but if it is confirmed by the 
border States that the borders are now 
factually secured, then people would be 
amazed at what the House and the Sen-
ate can negotiate on and get accom-
plished. 

But until the border is secured, then 
we have to decide, if this amnesty is 
going to stand, as unconstitutional and 
as illegal as it is, how often should we 
give an amnesty? The President has 
given amnesty to 5 million this time. 
And, of course, those 5 million are in 
this time where there is already over 92 
million people of working age who are 
not working, they have given up even 
trying to get a job, and there are mil-
lions more that are looking for jobs 
and can’t find them. So we will put 5 
million Americans out of work, middle 
class, poor working Americans that are 
legally here. They will be put out of 
work. Why? Because people that have 
just gotten an amnesty, as unconstitu-
tional as it is, they will surely take 
jobs for lesser pay than what the Amer-
ican citizens or legal permanent resi-
dents were getting paid, so they will 
bump them out of a job. 

And then also for any employer that 
hires more than 50 employees, they 
have learned over the last few years 
since ObamaCare passed, actually in 
2010, employers have learned if you 
have got more than 50 employees, then 
you are going to end up paying a $3,000 
fine for anybody that you don’t provide 
what the Federal Government con-
siders adequate insurance for. 

So, for example, today, our friend 
Dennis Michael Lynch was pointing 

out that he has about 200 or so employ-
ees that are either American citizens 
or legally here, and the law is clear he 
is going to have to provide insurance 
that is approved by this government. 
That means even if they are 60 years 
old and they are a single man, they are 
going to have to have maternity cov-
erage. Or as the couple I saw on TV, 
the gay or lesbian couple, women in 
their sixties, saying, ‘‘We don’t need 
maternity care.’’ Well, it won’t matter 
because they require it. 

If you don’t provide that very expen-
sive insurance for your employees, if 
you have more than 50 employees, then 
you are going to be paying the $3,000 
fine, penalty. As Chief Justice Roberts 
called it at page 14 and 15 of his opin-
ion, clearly it is not a tax, it is a pen-
alty, it is a fine. Never mind what he 
said 40 pages later. But you are going 
to have to pay this fine, this penalty, 
of $3,000 per employee. 

So for somebody like our friend Den-
nis Michael Lynch, this President has, 
by his act of amnesty, conveyed to 
Dennis Michael Lynch: If you will let 
those 200 American citizens or legal 
permanent residents who have done ev-
erything the right way, if you will 
allow them to be fired, let them go, and 
then hire these people who are illegally 
in the country, then my administra-
tion has put in place a law called, in-
formally, ObamaCare that will save 
you $600,000. 

So basically, Dennis Michael Lynch, 
how would you like to take home an 
extra $600,000 this next year? All you 
have got to do is let your American 
citizens go, hire people illegally in the 
country, because under this royal de-
cree from the White House they don’t 
have to be provided insurance. 

So Dennis Michael Lynch can save at 
least $600,000. It may be he had 300 em-
ployees, in which case he gets to pock-
et an extra $900,000 if he’ll just let the 
American citizens go and hire those 
folks that are illegally here. And since 
there are 5 million of those folks that 
are going to be looking for jobs, then 
300 is a drop in the bucket compared to 
the 5 million. But $600- to $900,000 for 
one person in extra income, that is 
some serious money. Even for people in 
Congress, that is serious money. 

But that also doesn’t address the 
issue of whether or not Dennis Michael 
Lynch, if he went ahead and did that 
and made himself an extra $600- to 
$900,000 next year, it doesn’t address 
the issue of whether a new President 
that comes in in January of 2017 might 
have their Justice Department actu-
ally follow the law, and even though 
might not be able to pursue the aliens 
illegally here that got jobs, certainly 
would be able to prosecute the employ-
ers. 

But here again, the President could 
do what President Clinton did and 
leave his successor sitting there wait-
ing on Inauguration Day while he signs 
5 million pardons, and he could do that. 
That doesn’t seem to have been this ad-
ministration’s history. If you get 

thrown under the bus, someone else has 
said before: When this administration 
throws you under the bus, they mean 
for you to stay there. So you probably 
shouldn’t count on a pardon in the fu-
ture for people that violate the law and 
don’t have a pardon in their hand be-
fore this President leaves office. 

Now, there has been a lot of discus-
sion among Republicans here in the 
House and among some of our friends. 
In fact, some of us have been talking 
tonight about what is the best way to 
address this unconstitutional amnesty. 
And I know our leadership has talked 
about, well, we could fund all of the 
government with an omnibus, taking 
appropriations bills that have been 
done already by the House—there have 
been seven of those—adding four to 
them, and then not funding the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and only 
funding them until March, and then by 
March of next year we could try to 
overturn the amnesty action taken by 
the President. 

b 2015 

Most of us believe if those permits 
are issued before Congress stops them, 
it is going to be difficult to get enough 
votes to withdraw the permits. Once 
they are out there, it is going to be so 
tough to get them withdrawn. Some of 
us have been saying we don’t think we 
can wait until March because, if you 
wait until March, there is a real risk 
that permits are done. 

Maybe if we just do a short-term CR 
until January, when we get the new 
Senate in, then we can act on that, but 
another problem there is that it is not 
just the Department of Homeland Se-
curity that is involved in this process 
for people that are here illegally. 

You have the Department of Home-
land Security. You also have the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs that is in-
volved in this unconstitutional am-
nesty. That is the State Department 
that is involved. You have the Depart-
ment of Defense that has been involved 
in housing for the next influx of people 
as they flood in. DOD housed many of 
those people initially. 

You have got Health and Human 
Services, who takes custody of minors 
that comes in and ships them all over 
the country. You have got Social Secu-
rity that is going to be issuing Social 
Security numbers. You have got the 
Department of Justice and CJS for im-
migration court processing. You have 
got HUD for housing. 

There are a lot of issues here, and as 
somebody once said, you should never 
take a hostage that the other person 
you are trying to influence by taking 
hostage is willing for you to shoot. It 
doesn’t do you much good to take a 
hostage that the other side wants you 
to shoot. 

We need to be concerned that if we 
say, ‘‘All right. We are not funding the 
Department of Homeland Security 
until you cease this illegal and uncon-
stitutional action,’’ the President 
might say, ‘‘So you mean you’re not 
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going to fund the Border Patrol? In 
other words, you’re going to leave the 
border wide open, so that anybody 
wants to come in, can. And that’s your 
threat. You are going to leave the bor-
der wide open for anybody to come in 
unless I back off of my amnesty.’’ 

Well, good luck. That is not going to 
do the trick. We need a short-term CR 
to get us into the first of the year. For 
example, the House has defunded our-
selves over a 4-year period by over 20 
percent. We cut our own budgets over 
20 percent. Nobody noticed, nobody 
cared, except those of us in the House. 
We had to make real adjustments. 

If we can make those adjustments, I 
think the White House ought to be able 
to make those adjustments. Maybe 
they could do with a few less czars— 
maybe we defund all the czars—but 
there are smart ways to defund the 
waste, fraud, and abuse in the execu-
tive branch, and I don’t think it is a 
good idea to start with Homeland Secu-
rity. 

At the same time, what happens 
when those employers that hire the 5 
million people that have just been 
given amnesty are able to save mil-
lions of dollars? What happens to 
them? They are going to make more 
money than ever, and that is during a 
President’s administration who has 
presided for the first time in our his-
tory over a Nation where 95 percent of 
all the income has gone to the top 1 
percent. It has got to stop. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2139 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BURGESS) at 9 o’clock and 
39 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
H.R. 3979, PROTECTING VOLUN-
TEER FIREFIGHTERS AND EMER-
GENCY RESPONDERS ACT OF 
2014; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5759, EXECUTIVE 
AMNESTY PREVENTION ACT OF 
2014; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5781, CALI-
FORNIA EMERGENCY DROUGHT 
RELIEF ACT OF 2014 

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–646) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 770) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 

3979) to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency 
services volunteers are not taken into 
account as employees under the shared 
responsibility requirements contained 
in the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act; providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5759) to establish 
a rule of construction clarifying the 
limitations on executive authority to 
provide certain forms of immigration 
relief; and providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 5781) to provide short- 
term water supplies to drought-strick-
en California, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ADERHOLT (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY of California) for today on 
account of a family illness. 

Mr. DOYLE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of family 
medical issues. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1237. An act to improve the administra-
tion of programs in the insular areas, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources; in addition to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
and the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 2203. An act to provide for the award 
of a gold medal on behalf of Congress to Jack 
Nicklaus, in recognition of his service to the 
Nation in promoting excellence, good sports-
manship, and philanthropy. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 4, 2014, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

8134. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Reg-
ulation Systems Compliance and Integrity 
[Release No.: 34-73639; File No.: S7-01-13] 
(RIN: 3235-AL43) received December 1, 2014, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

8135. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule 
— Food Labeling; Nutrition Labeling of 
Standard Menu Items in Restaurants and 
Similar Retail Food Establishments [Docket 
No.: FDA-2011-F-0172] (RIN: 0910-AG57) re-
ceived December 1, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8136. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule 
— Food Labeling; Calorie Labeling of Arti-
cles of Food in Vending Machines [Docket 
No.: FDA-2011-F-0171] (RIN: 0910-AG56) re-
ceived December 1, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8137. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Peri-
odic Report on the National Emergency 
Caused by the Lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979 for February 26, 2014, to 
August 25, 2014; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

8138. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Semiannual Report of the Office of Inspector 
General for the period ending September 30, 
2014; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

8139. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the 
Agency Financial Report for FY 2014; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

8140. A letter from the Chairwoman, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
semiannual report on the activities of the 
Office of Inspector General for the period 
from April 1, 2014, through September 30, 
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. 
Act), section 5(b); Public Law 95-452, section 
5(b); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

8141. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Revisions to Frame-
work Adjustment 51 to the Northeast Multi-
species Fishery Management Plan and Sec-
tor Annual Catch Entitlements; Updated An-
nual Catch Limits for Sectors and the Com-
mon Pool for Fishing Year 2014 [Docket No.: 
140624530-4848-01] (RIN: 0648-XD354) received 
November 24, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

8142. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Western Pacific Pe-
lagic Fisheries; U.S. Territorial Catch and 
Fishing Effort Limits [Docket No.: 130708597- 
4380-01] (RIN: 0648-BD46) received November 
24, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:07 Dec 04, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00090 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03DE7.099 H03DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8365 December 3, 2014 
Mr. MILLER of Florida: Committee on 

Veterans’ Affairs. H.R. 4971. A bill to direct 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to conduct 
annual surveys of veterans on experiences 
obtaining hospital care and medical services 
from medical facilities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 113–645). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. NUGENT: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 770. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the Senate amendment to the 
bill (H.R. 3979) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency 
services volunteers are not taken into ac-
count as employees under the shared respon-
sibility requirements contained in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5759) to establish a rule of construction clari-
fying the limitations on executive authority 
to provide certain forms of immigration re-
lief; and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 5781) to provide short-term water 
supplies to drought-stricken California 
(Rept. 113–646). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr. 
RIBBLE, Mr. HINOJOSA, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Ms. TITUS, Ms. TSONGAS, and 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida): 

H.R. 5783. A bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act, the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, 
and the Low-Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Act of 1981 to require that the value of 
child’s savings accounts be disregarded for 
the purpose of determining eligibility to re-
ceive benefits under such Acts; and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committees on 
Agriculture, Energy and Commerce, and 
Education and the Workforce, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself and Ms. 
TITUS): 

H.R. 5784. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide additional edu-
cational assistance under the Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to certain eligible 
individuals; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

By Mr. GRAYSON: 
H.R. 5785. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the ex-
clusion from gross income of discharges of 
qualified principal residence indebtedness; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and 
Mr. WELCH): 

H.R. 5786. A bill to amend certain banking 
statutes to exempt community banks from 
certain regulatory requirements, to include 
a community bank representative in the 
membership of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, to create a process 
for a county to be designated as a rural area, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 
(for himself and Mr. GRIFFIN of Ar-
kansas): 

H.R. 5787. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude payments re-
ceived under the Work Colleges Program 
from gross income, including payments made 
from institutional funds; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUELSKAMP: 
H.R. 5788. A bill to designate the Junction 

City Community-Based Outpatient Clinic lo-
cated at 715 Southwind Drive, Junction City, 
Kansas, as the Lieutenant General Richard 
J. Seitz Community-Based Outpatient Clin-
ic; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER: 
H.R. 5789. A bill to establish a system for 

integration of Rapid DNA instruments for 
use by law enforcement to reduce violent 
crime and reduce the current DNA analysis 
backlog; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Indiana: 
H.R. 5790. A bill to authorize the Director 

of the National Institutes of Health to design 
and enter into agreements for the implemen-
tation of prize competitions with the goal of 
improving health outcomes and thereby re-
ducing Federal expenditures; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MCCAUL: 
H. Con. Res. 120. Concurrent resolution au-

thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
World War II members of the Civil Air Pa-
trol; to the Committee on House Administra-
tion. considered and agreed to. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statements are submitted regard-
ing the specific powers granted to Congress 
in the Constitution to enact the accom-
panying bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 
H.R. 5783. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 2: The Congress 

shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du-
ties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense and gen-
eral welfare of the United States; but all du-
ties, imposts and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States; 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 
commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian 
tribes; 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: 
H.R. 5784. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The bill is authorized by Congress’ power 

to ‘‘provide for the common Defense and gen-
eral Welfare of the United States’’ pursuant 
to Article I, section 8 of the United States 
Constitution. 

By Mr. GRAYSON: 
H.R. 5785. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. LANKFORD: 

H.R. 5786. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the explicit constitutional 

authority to regulate commerce ‘‘with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 

and with Indian tribes:’’ as enumerated in 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3, of the United 
States Constitution. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 5787. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, which states ‘‘The 

Congress shall have Power To lay and collect 
Taxes. . .,’’ and Article I, Section 7, which 
states ‘‘All Bills for raising Revenue shall 
originate in the House of Representatives.’’ 

By Mr. HUELSKAMP: 
H.R. 5788. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 ‘‘The Con-

gress shall have Power to make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powes, 
and all other Powers vested by the Constitu-
tion in the Government of hte United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof’’ 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER: 
H.R. 5789. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. YOUNG of Indiana: 
H.R. 5790. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 352: Mr. PITTENGER. 
H.R. 597: Ms. DELAURO. 
H.R. 942: Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. SMITH of 

Texas, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Ms. MICHELLE 
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Mr. HIMES, Mr. LIPINSKI, and Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California. 

H.R. 1015: Mr. CUMMINGS and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 1094: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 1229: Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 

LYNCH, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, and Mr. 
ELLISON. 

H.R. 1998: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 2288: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 2591: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 2907: Mr. SALMON. 
H.R. 2994: Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. 

SHUSTER, Mr. ROSS, Ms. MENG, Mrs. DAVIS of 
California, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 
Mrs. CAPPS, Ms. ESTY, Mr. CUMMINGS, and 
Mr. FLEMING. 

H.R. 3116: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. CAPU-
ANO, and Mrs. WALORSKI. 

H.R. 3172: Mr. HONDA. 
H.R. 3836: Mr. FOSTER, Mr. COSTA, and Mrs. 

LUMMIS. 
H.R. 4122: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4188: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 4341: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. 

ELLISON, Mr. LEWIS, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. MATHE-
SON, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 4395: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina and 
Ms. BROWNLEY of California. 

H.R. 4752: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 4842: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4851: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 4930: Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. COFFMAN, Ms. 

LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, and Mr. 
NEAL. 

H.R. 4951: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 4969: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 5082: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 5197: Ms. KAPTUR. 
H.R. 5226: Mr. COOPER. 
H.R. 5227: Mr. HOLDING. 
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H.R. 5294: Mr. POCAN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and 

Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 5343: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 5353: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 5364: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 5368: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 5373: Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 5380: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 5403: Mr. POE of Texas and Mr. 

CHABOT. 
H.R. 5417: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. 
H.R. 5454: Mr. MORAN, Ms. FRANKEL of Flor-

ida, Mr. MARINO, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. SCHIFF, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. HUFFMAN, and 
Ms. LEE of California. 

H.R. 5478: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 5484: Ms. ESTY, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Ms. 

PINGREE of Maine. 
H.R. 5504: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5505: Mrs. WALORSKI. 
H.R. 5580: Mr. KING of New York. 
H.R. 5620: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 5644: Mr. JOLLY. 
H.R. 5656: Mr. REICHERT, Mr. HANNA, Ms. 

LEE of California, Mr. FATTAH, and Ms. 
FUDGE. 

H.R. 5705: Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. WELCH, and 
Mr. RIBBLE. 

H.R. 5706: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 5710: Mr. FATTAH. 
H.R. 5721: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 5737: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 5753: Ms. KAPTUR and Mrs. MILLER of 

Michigan. 

H.R. 5759: Mr. MCKINLEY and Mr. KLINE. 
H.R. 5768: Mr. JORDAN, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. 

COOK, Mr. FLORES, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. 
WALBERG, Mr. MARINO, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. 
LAMALFA, Mr. YODER, Mr. DUNCAN of South 
Carolina, Mr. YOHO, and Mr. MULVANEY. 

H.R. 5780: Mr. CARNEY. 
H.R. 5782: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H. Res. 109: Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Mrs. 
MCMORRIS RODGERS. 

H. Res. 190: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK and Mr. 
DOYLE. 

H. Res. 281: Mr. BENISHEK, Mr. GRIFFITH of 
Virginia, Mr. ROSS, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. JOLLY, 
Mr. COHEN, Ms. EDWARDS, and Mr. GIBSON. 

H. Res. 428: Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. 
H. Res. 596: Mrs. BACHMANN and Mr. 

LOWENTHAL. 
H. Res. 688: Ms. DELAURO, Mr. AL GREEN of 

Texas, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, and Ms. 
BROWN of Florida. 

H. Res. 728: Mr. POCAN and Ms. CLARK of 
Massachusetts. 

H. Res. 757: Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. 
H. Res. 758: Mr. SHIMKUS and Mr. CHABOT. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 
Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 

statements on congressional earmarks, 

limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. GOODLATTE 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Judiciary in H.R. 5759 do 
not contain any congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff bene-
fits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. HASTINGS OF WASHINGTON 

The provisions of H.R. 5781, the California 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2014, that 
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Natural Resources do not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of House Rule XXI. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 

113. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
the City Commission of Miami, Florida, rel-
ative to Resolution R-14-0387 urging the 113th 
Congress to enact the ‘‘All-American Flag 
Act’’; which was referred to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 
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