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promote accountability and trans-
parency. Before coming to the Judici-
ary Committee she served on the Sen-
ate Ethics Committee.

I recommended Lydia to the Presi-
dent for this position because I know
her intellect and good judgment will
make her a fine judge. Before Lydia
came to work in the Senate, she served
in the Justice Department and tried
several matters before the Court of
Federal Claims. When she is confirmed,
it will most certainly be the court’s
gain and the Judiciary Committee’s
loss.

I will miss her wise counsel and I
wish her all the best.

Madam President, I yield back all
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Lydia
Kay Griggsby, of Maryland, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of
Federal Claims?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to a vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the Baran
nomination.

The Senator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I
know we have a lot to talk about. This
will be very quick.

I want to point out that is an opening
at the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, which is such an important agen-
cy because they work on the safety of
powerplants, many of which are aging.
We voted for Mr. Baran for a short-
term seat. He had extensive hearings,
88 questions asked in writing. I feel
very strongly that he is very suited for
this position. He worked for the Energy
and Commerce Committee in the House
and worked in a very bipartisan fash-
ion.

In any case, I think this is a very im-
portant position and a very qualified
individual, and I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, all time is yielded back.

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Jeffery Martin Baran, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
s1ion.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Patty
Murray, Tom Udall, Brian Schatz,
Charles E. Schumer, Barbara Boxer,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Richard
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Blumenthal, Jeff Merkley, Al Franken,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Martin Heinrich,
Elizabeth Warren, Richard J. Durbin,
Christopher Murphy, Bernard Sanders.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Jeffery Martin Baran, of Virginia, to
be a Member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from West Virginia
(Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. UDALL) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), and
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 313 Ex.]

YEAS—b53

Baldwin Harkin Murray
Begich Heinrich Nelson
Bennet Heitkamp Pryor
Blumenthal Heller Reed
Booker Hirono Reid
Boxer Johnson (SD) Sanders
Brown Kaine Schatz
Cantwell King
Cardin Klobuchar Slclhumer

aheen
Carper Leahy
Casey Levin Stabenow
Coons Manchin Tester
Donnelly Markey Udall (NM)
Durbin McCaskill Walsh
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Mikulski Whitehouse
Hagan Murphy Wyden

NAYS—40
Alexander Flake Paul
Ayotte Graham Portman
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blunt Hatch Roberts
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Burr Inhofe Scott
ghaglbhss lIIsa}iqson Sessions
oats ohanns
Collins Johnson (WI) ,?‘lﬁelby
Corker Kirk une
Cornyn Lee T(_)omey
Crapo McCain Vl.tter
Enzi McConnell Wicker
Fischer Murkowski
NOT VOTING—T7

Coburn Landrieu Udall (CO)
Cochran Moran

Cruz Rockefeller

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 53, the nays are 40.
The motion is agreed to.

————

NOMINATION OF JEFFERY MARTIN
BARAN TO BE A MEMBER OF

THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the nomination.
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The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jeffery Martin Baran, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Member of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to a vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the
McFerran nomination.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent all time be
yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Lauren McGarity McFerran, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board.

Harry Reid, Tom Harkin, Patrick J.
Leahy, Patty Murray, Tom Udall,
Brian Schatz, Charles E. Schumer, Bar-
bara Boxer, Benjamin L. Cardin, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Jeff Merkley, Al
Franken, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Martin
Heinrich, Elizabeth Warren, Richard J.
Durbin, Christopher Murphy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Lauren McGarity McFerran, of the
District of Columbia, to be a Member
of the National Labor Relations Board,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from West Virginia
(Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. UDALL) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), and
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 314 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Cardin Gillibrand
Begich Carper Hagan
Bennet Casey Harkin
Blumenthal Coons Heinrich
Booker Donnelly Heitkamp
Boxer Durbin Hirono
Brown Feinstein Johnson (SD)
Cantwell Franken Kaine
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King Murphy Shaheen
Klobuchar Murray Stabenow
Leahy Nelson Tester
Levin Pryor Udall (NM)
Markey Reed Walsh
McCaskill Reid Warner
Menendez Sanders Warren
Merkley Schatz Whitehouse
Mikulski Schumer Wyden
NAYS—42
Alexander Flake McConnell
Ayotte Graham Murkowski
Barrasso Grassley Paul
Blunt Hatch Portman
Boozman Heller Risch
Burr Hoeven Roberts
Chambliss Inhofe Rubio
Coats Isakson Scott
Collins Johanns Sessions
Corker Johnson (WI) Shelby
Cornyn Kirk Thune
Crapo Lee Toomey
Enzi Manchin Vitter
Fischer McCain Wicker
NOT VOTING—T7
Coburn Landrieu Udall (CO)
Cochran Moran
Cruz Rockefeller

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 42.
The motion is agreed to.

———————

NOMINATION OF LAUREN
McGARITY McFERRAN TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL
LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Lauren McGarity McFerran, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of
the National Labor Relations Board.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to the vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the Wil-
liams nomination.

Mr. REID. I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time has been yielded
back.

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Ellen Dudley Williams, of Maryland, to be
Director of the Advanced Research Projects
Agency—Energy, Department of Energy.

Harry Reid, Christopher Murphy, Eliza-
beth Warren, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Ron Wyden, Tom Harkin, Angus S.
King, Jr., Richard Blumenthal, Charles
E. Schumer, Mazie K. Hirono, Amy
Klobuchar, Barbara Boxer, Tammy
Baldwin, Bernard Sanders, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Jeff Merkley.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Ellen Dudley Williams, of Maryland,
to be Director of the Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency—Energy, De-
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partment of Energy, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY), and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. UDALL) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN),
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
COCHRAN), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRrUZz), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE), and the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57,
nays 34, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 315 Ex.]

YEAS—5T7
Alexander Hagan Nelson
Baldwin Harkin Pryor
Begich Heinrich Reed
Bennet Heitkamp Reid
Blumenthal Hirono Rockefeller
Booker Johnson (SD) Sanders
Boxer Kaine Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Stabenow
Carper Levin Tester
Casey Manchin Toomey
Collins Markey Udall (NM)
Coons McCaskill Vitter
Donnelly Menendez Walsh
Durbin Merkley Warner
Feinstein Mikulski Warren
Franken Murkowski Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
NAYS—34

Ayotte Graham Paul
Blunt Grassley Portman
Boozman Hatch Risch
Burr Heller Roberts
Chambliss Hoeven Rubio
Coats Isakson Scott
Corker Johanns Sessions
Cornyn Johnson (WI
Crapg Kirk wh Shelby

: Thune
Enzi Lee Wicker
Fischer McCain
Flake McConnell

NOT VOTING—9

Barrasso Cruz Moran
Coburn Inhofe Murphy
Cochran Landrieu Udall (CO)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 57, the nays are 34.
The motion is agreed to.

NOMINATION OF ELLEN DUDLEY
WILLIAMS TO BE DIRECTOR OF
THE ADVANCED RESEARCH
PROJECTS AGENCY-ENERGY, DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Ellen Dudley Williams, of Maryland, to
be Director of the Advanced Research
Projects Agency-Energy, Department
of Energy.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to give
my remarks while seated at my desk.

The
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to speak
as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. For hours and
hours.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I come today with a spirit of re-
flection and optimism about our fu-
ture. I am also compelled towards an
honest assessment of where we are as a
body—of the promise of what we can
achieve when we don’t shy away from
compromise and what we can’t achieve
when we refuse to compromise.

I also have very much on my mind
that the job of public service is very
hard work, and it is an extremely noble
and honorable calling. Here in the U.S.
Senate we have the unique ability and
responsibility to do very big things: ig-
nite innovation in our schools and in-
dustries, grow and protect a healthy
country, foster global change borne
from policies that lead the globe. At
the same time, we have the oppor-
tunity to touch individual lives with
case management. One on one, with
casework, we often reach people in
their darkest hour.

I love the Senate. I love the Senate.
I love the intensity of the work, the
gravity of the issues, and I love fight-
ing for West Virginians here. I learned
to love this fight, as many of you
know, as a 27-year-old VISTA worker
in the tiny coal community of
Emmons, WV. It was a place that set
my moral compass and gave me direc-
tion, where everything in my real life
actually began. It is where I learned
how little I knew about the problems
people faced there and in other places
in the country, how little I knew, and
what a humbling experience that was
for me.

My time there was transformative. It
explains every policy I have pursued
and every vote I have cast. It was
where my beliefs were bolted down and
where my passions met my principles.
Emmons was where I came to under-
stand that out of our everyday strug-
gles we can enlarge ourselves. We can
grow greater. Truly making a dif-
ference couldn’t be an afterthought. It
never could. Rather, it requires a sin-
gular focus and relentless effort. It
would be hard, but the work mattered.
That is the deal here.

Important undertakings can’t be
halfhearted. You have to commit your
whole self—almost 1like pushing a
heavy rock uphill. With both of your
hands you push, because if you let up
for a split second with either hand, you
and the rock go tumbling backwards
into the abyss. There is always so
much at stake.

Even today in West Virginia too
many are struggling. They are fighting
to survive. I called them hardworking
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