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Major Olmes was awarded the Distin-

guished Flying Cross for valor as a for-
ward air observer during the Battle of 
Iwo Jima and the Air Medal and also 
served as an officer in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Following his service, Olmes at-
tended the University of Pittsburgh, 
where he earned his law degree before 
starting his own private practice. He 
was also active in the community, 
serving on the Oil City school board 
and the former Northwest Pennsyl-
vania Bank and Trust Company board. 

Major Olmes was preceded in death 
by his wife, Virginia Lee Pence, fol-
lowing more than 60 years of marriage 
together. As reported in the Oil City 
Derrick, ‘‘His greatest joy was his fam-
ily.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let us remember the 
special life of Major D. ‘‘Jim’’ Olmes as 
we pray for his family during this time 
of mourning. 

f 

THE USE OF VIOLENCE IS 
ABHORRENT 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
we come to this season of joy, I am al-
ways committed to wishing all of my 
colleagues of this body, this govern-
ment, and our people a happy holiday. 

We are on the brink of the release of 
a report that talks about issues of tor-
ture which America has stood against. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commu-
nicate that any report of past practices 
which we abhor does not indicate our 
lack of respect for the men and women 
of the CIA, nor does it give excuse to 
any international provocateur or ter-
rorist to do violence to their own peo-
ple. 

This is a deliberative assessment of 
how we can go forward, how we can 
continue to protect this Nation, and as 
a member of the Homeland Security 
Committee, it is important to protect 
our Nation. But we should not yield to 
those who will use this recklessly and 
violently to do terror around the 
world. 

Let me thank our marines who are 
on high alert. Let me also bring to the 
attention of my colleagues that tomor-
row is Human Rights Day, and I hope 
that we will stand on this floor and 
promote the values of human rights. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I challenge and 
charge those who would use this in a 
violent way: you are wrong, you are 
wrong, and you are wrong. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF NEBRASKA’S LONGEST- 
SERVING GOVERNOR, DAVE 
HEINEMAN 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the public 

service of Dave Heineman, Nebraska’s 
longest-serving Governor. More impor-
tant than his time in office is what he 
has accomplished. 

He has kept our State prosperous by 
supporting agriculture, opening new 
trade opportunities, reforming eco-
nomic development incentives, and im-
proving education through greater 
local control. He has also been an ally 
of taxpayers by keeping our budget bal-
anced and also advocating for tax re-
form. Under his watch, Nebraska con-
sistently ranks among the best States 
to live, work, do business, and raise a 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thankful and 
grateful for Governor Heineman’s lead-
ership and service. I join all Nebras-
kans in wishing him and his wife, Sally 
Ganem, Godspeed as they embark on 
the next chapter of their lives. 

f 

CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY 
DROUGHT RELIEF ACT OF 2014 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rep-
resent a very rural district in northern 
California which has been greatly im-
pacted by the drought. The town of 
Redding, for example, has had its water 
supplies cut to 50 percent this year. 
Farmers along the Tehama-Colusa 
Canal received no water at all from the 
Central Valley Project, leaving thou-
sands of acres of productive farmland 
fallow. 

After the third year of historic 
drought—the worst drought in 1,200 
years, historic in California—it is im-
perative that we act immediately to 
prepare for another dry year. 

H.R. 5781 by DAVID VALADAO takes 
immediate action to store more water 
and start on this remedy. This legisla-
tion is just 18 months in duration, giv-
ing us time to continue working with 
the Senate on a longer-term solution. 

H.R. 5781 has two simple components: 
creating flexibility so we can store 
more water in preparation for the com-
ing year; and preserving the most fun-
damental water right of all, the idea 
that those who live where water origi-
nates should have access to it. 

We also protect northern California 
to ensure that those who live where our 
water originates do not have to have 
their water cut off while other areas of 
the State receive deliveries. Under this 
measure, northern California will be 
guaranteed access to the water that 
rains on their communities. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, we have 
worked in good faith to negotiate a bi-
partisan bill to address California’s 
drought. Nothing in this measure is 
controversial. It leaves the Endangered 
Species Act intact, it respects water 
rights, and it helps every region of 
California. Twenty million Califor-
nians will benefit in some fashion or 
another. 

After several years of drought, it is 
imperative we get on the ball and pre-

pare California for the coming year. We 
are prepared to continue negotiating, 
but there is no water to waste, and 
there is no time to waste. California 
needs us to act today by passing this 
measure while we continue to work 
through the process. 

f 

RENEWING OUR GREAT NATION 
(Mr. YODER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, with each 
new day brings new opportunities for 
our Congress to work together and 
solve problems on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. 

As the 113th Congress comes to a 
close, we do so leaving almost 400 bills 
that have passed the people’s House 
that we sent to the Senate which cre-
ate jobs, reduce government waste, and 
support investment in our Nation’s fu-
ture; yet these bills were never even 
considered or voted upon by the Sen-
ate, and they were never heard from 
again. 

As evidenced by the recent elections, 
the American people reject this blatant 
partisanship, they reject the dysfunc-
tion of the Senate, and they reject the 
unilateral action by the executive 
branch to run roughshod over the voice 
of the people. 

As the national debt soared past $18 
trillion last week, we were reminded 
that it is time to roll up our sleeves 
and get to work to reduce spending and 
balance our budgets, to promote energy 
independence, and to create jobs and 
grow our economy, to fix our broken 
immigration system, and to ensure the 
safety and security of the American 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, we know there is much 
work to be done. As we turn to hopeful 
optimism for the next Congress, let’s 
turn the page together, and let’s renew 
our great Nation. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 9, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2014 at 9:22 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 2520. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
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