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have made him synonymous with being one of 
the best, if not the best, attorney around. At 
the end of the day, Ellis is recognized for his 
service to God, his family, his country, his 
community, and the people that seek his help. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Attorney Will Ellis Pittman for 
his dedication to serving this great state and 
country. 
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HONORING SHARON MENDOZA 
DOUGHTY 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Sharon Mendoza Doughty, who 
passed away on November 19, 2014 following 
a long battle with cancer. A pioneering ranch-
er, conservationist, teacher, winemaker and a 
natural leader, Ms. Doughty was a positive 
force within the local community. 

Sharon Doughty grew up on her parents’ 
historic B Ranch on the Point Reyes Penin-
sula. After the passing of her second husband, 
Bill Bianchini Jr., in the early 1980s, she took 
over the daily operations of their 800-acre 
dairy. Transitioning from a career as an ac-
countant and teacher, Sharon Doughty be-
came a full-time rancher with the help of her 
close family and friends. 

Through her comprehensive knowledge of 
the dairy trade, Ms. Doughty became a natural 
leader within the North Bay dairy community 
and leaves behind a long legacy of positive 
impacts. The depth of her commitment to 
Marin County agriculture united fellow ranch-
ers and helped to propel their products into 
national markets. A dedicated advocate for the 
preservation of local agricultural lands, Ms. 
Doughty served two terms as the president of 
the Marin Agricultural Land Trust and one 
term as a member of the California Coastal 
Commission. She selflessly devoted her time 
and expertise to the Marconi Conference Cen-
ter in Marshall and 4–H. Among her many 
honors, in 2007, Ms. Doughty was named the 
‘‘Woman of the Year’’ for California’s 6th As-
sembly District for her exceptional community 
leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, Sharon Doughty’s life teaches 
us that one woman can make a substantial 
difference. Her efforts will not soon be forgot-
ten as much of her legacy lives on all around 
us in Marin County and beyond. It is therefore 
appropriate that we pay tribute to her today 
and express our deepest condolences to her 
husband Steve; daughters Kathleen von 
Raesfeld and Karen Taylor; brothers Joseph 
Mendoza Jr. and James Mendoza; grand-
children Audrey and Nina von Raesfeld, 
Camilla, William Joseph, and Eva Taylor; and 
nephew Will Clark. 
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JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL 
HIGHWAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 8, 2014 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, Jim Oberstar 
was a true gentleman of the House who ably 

represented Minnesota’s 8th District for 36 
years. He was a fixture of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee. Jim started as 
staff in the 1960s, became a Member in the 
1970s, then served as Chairman of the Com-
mittee from 2007 to 2011. I was blessed to 
work, and sometimes ride, alongside Jim for 
many years. Given his many years of work to 
improve transportation in Minnesota and 
across the country, it is fitting that a portion of 
Interstate Highway 35 be renamed in his 
honor. 

As a tireless advocate on transportation 
issues, Jim earned well-deserved admiration 
in many circles, including in my home state of 
Oregon. He accompanied me on tours to ad-
vocate for increased infrastructure investment. 
Jim truly understood the importance of invest-
ment as a way to create American jobs, im-
prove safety, and build roads, bridges and 
transit systems to accommodate a 21st Cen-
tury economy. His passion and leadership are 
evident in projects across the country. 

Jim was also an avid cyclist, and I am 
grateful I had the opportunity to show him my 
state in 2007 during the Cycle Oregon event. 
He was one tough athlete, easily outpacing 
cyclists half his age. Jim was a champion of 
the road in more ways than one. 

Like many people in Washington, DC, Min-
nesota and beyond, I feel fortunate to consider 
Jim not only a colleague, but a friend and a 
mentor. I only wish he had lived long enough 
to share all of his knowledge with the rest of 
us. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JAMES M. BATZER FOR 30 YEARS 
OF SERVICE AS A JUDGE FOR 
THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COURT OF MICHIGAN 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Honorable James 
M. Batzer and his commendable service to 
Benzie and Manistee counties as a Circuit 
Court Judge. 

Judge Batzer served West Michigan as a 
circuit court judge for 30 years. His commit-
ment to the people of West Michigan has 
been exemplified through his long and illus-
trious career. 

After graduating from Wayne State Univer-
sity with his Juris Doctor, Judge Batzer chose 
to remain in Michigan to practice. Before his 
election to the 19th Circuit Court, Judge 
Batzer worked a number of different jobs help-
ing Michigan’s youth. From 1968–1975, he 
served as a Children’s Protective Services 
Worker as well as a Juvenile Delinquency 
Case Worker. He then went on to become a 
Teaching Fellow at the Detroit College of Law, 
where he taught legal research and writing to 
first-year law students. In 1979, Judge Batzer 
served as an Assistant Attorney General for 
the state of Michigan as well. Judge Batzer 
was later elected to the 19th Judicial Circuit 
Court on January 1, 1985. 

Judge Batzer has proven his dedication to 
the courts of Michigan throughout his career, 
and he has been a respected and prominent 
figure in the law community. From 1989–1995, 

he served as a Member of the State Bar Com-
mittee on Criminal Jury Instructions, and he 
served as Chair of the committee from 1993– 
1995. He has also been a member of the 
Northwest Michigan Community Corrections 
Advisory Board from 1989–2010. Judge 
Batzer was later named as one of the least re-
versed trial court judges in criminal cases in 
Michigan by the Detroit Free Press, and was 
also profiled by the college textbook, Criminal 
Justice in America. 

Judge Batzer stands as a shining example 
of the Michigan Judicial System. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Judge James 
Batzer for his service to the state of Michigan. 
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IN HONOR OF STANLY COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE’S NURSING PROGRAM 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Stanly Community 
College’s Annie Ruth Kelley Associate Degree 
Nursing Program for being ranked #1 in the 
United States by the National Council of State 
Boards of Nursing for schools of nursing that 
lead to entry-level Registered Nurse licensure. 

Stanly Community College’s Annie Ruth 
Kelley Associate Degree Nursing Program 
ranks first among 1,904 programs in the 
United States. 

This innovative program utilizes unique edu-
cation techniques such as instant messaging, 
flipped classroom opportunities, adaptive test-
ing, and simulated clinical experiences in a 
simulation hospital. All of these techniques 
lead graduates of SCC’s nursing program to 
be well-prepared to serve those in need 
across the region. 

A strong education system is important to 
empowering our nation and Stanly Community 
College’s Nursing Program is setting a stand-
ard of excellence that should be commended. 

The impact that the Stanly Community Col-
lege Nursing Program has on our local com-
munities, and the state of North Carolina, is 
undeniable. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 1, 2014, on Roll Call #532 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended H.R. 5629—Strengthening Domestic 
Nuclear Security Act of 2014, I am not re-
corded because I was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On December 1, 2014, on Roll Call #533 on 
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 3438—National Laboratories Mean Na-
tional Security Act, I am not recorded because 
I was absent for medical reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA. 

On December 2, 2014, on Roll Call #534 on 
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass S. 
2040—Blackfoot River Land Exchange Act of 
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