
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH160 January 9, 2015 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, I 
want to extend my support and grati-
tude to the law enforcement officers 
across the country who serve our com-
munities and the American people 
daily. 

Our Nation was founded on the rule 
of law, and every day law enforcement 
officers carry out this legacy. They 
protect our neighborhoods from crimi-
nals, fight crime, ensure justice, and 
keep the peace. 

Sadly, many law enforcement offi-
cers have died in the line of duty. Last 
year 118 law enforcement officers died, 
including three from the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Last year’s murder 
of two NYPD officers is a sober re-
minder that our Nation’s law enforce-
ment officers face danger every day as 
they carry out their duty to protect 
the American people. 

In the Gospel of John, we are told 
that there is no greater love than to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends, 
and this is true of our Nation’s law en-
forcement officers. Every day they risk 
their lives so that you and I may be 
safe from harm. 

These brave men and women are he-
roes and deserve to be recognized and 
honored for their service to our coun-
try. 

f 

TAR SANDS TAX LOOPHOLE 
ELIMINATION ACT 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
while I do not support the development 
of tar sands—an environmentally de-
structive and carbon-intensive proc-
ess—we should not continue a loophole 
that lets oil companies off the hook for 
covering destruction from oil spills. 

In 1990, we authorized the Oil Spill 
Liability Trust Fund for the immediate 
costs of cleaning up oil spills, and it is 
funded by an excise tax on crude oil 
and petroleum products, but the oil de-
rived from tar sands that would be 
transported through the Keystone XL 
pipeline is not subject to this tax. 

Since that oil is a thick, sticky form 
of crude, more difficult and costly to 
clean up than other types of oil, the ex-
emption makes no sense, especially if 
it is as safe as some allege. That is why 
yesterday I reintroduced the Tar Sands 
Tax Loophole Elimination Act, which 
would ensure that oil pays into the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund that travels 
through this pipeline if it is ever con-
structed. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

READING THE CONSTITUTION 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in just a few 
minutes my colleagues and I will be 

following a tradition that we began 
when Republicans regained the major-
ity in 2011 of reading the Constitution 
during the first week that we are back 
into session. I think this is a very im-
portant tradition that we have estab-
lished here in the House of Representa-
tives. 

Our Speaker reminded us the other 
day that this is the first time in the 
history of the country that this has 
been done. This is our third Congress in 
a row to do this. 

All of us, or almost all of us, carry a 
copy of the pocket version of the Con-
stitution with us to remind us why we 
are here and what undergirds every-
thing that we do in this House and in 
this Congress. 

In the front of the copy I have, it 
says, ‘‘The Declaration of Independence 
was the promise; the Constitution was 
the fulfillment,’’ and there is a quote 
from Alexander Hamilton: ‘‘The sacred 
rights of mankind are not to be rum-
maged for, among old parchments, or 
musty records. They are written, as 
with a sunbeam in the whole volume of 
human nature, by the hand of divinity 
itself; and can never be erased or ob-
scured by the mortal power.’’ 

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAW 
(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on this body to take up 
legislation to repeal the last-minute 
changes to campaign finance law that 
were tacked into a 1,600-page bill to 
fund the government this December. 

As a result of this legislation, the 
wealthiest donors can now each con-
tribute more than $750,000 per year to a 
political party, more than seven times 
the previous cap. Worst of all, these 
changes were buried in a bill with no 
hearing and no public debate. In fact, 
Mr. Speaker, this body never even got 
a chance to vote on this provision since 
the bill was not considered under an 
open amendment process. 

In all the conversations that I have 
had with residents throughout Wash-
ington State, I can tell you I have 
never heard anyone, Democrat or Re-
publican, argue that the wealthy can’t 
spend enough on politics or that those 
with the deepest pockets don’t have 
enough influence in our Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

That is why I have introduced the 
Close the Floodgates Act, to protect 
the interests of ‘‘We the People’’ and 
make sure that the wealthiest donors 
don’t get another chance to flood our 
elections with even more money and to 
undermine our democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s take up this legis-
lation, strip out those loopholes, and 
get to work restoring the faith and 
trust of American voters. 

f 

DR. KENNETH COOPER 
(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a remarkable indi-
vidual from Dallas, Texas, to recognize 
him for his introduction into the Na-
tional Football Foundation’s Leader-
ship Hall of Fame last night, January 
8, 2015. 

I would like to thank Chairman Ar-
chie Manning, football player Troy 
Aikman, Mayor Tom and Laura 
Leppert, and football player Roger 
Staubach for recognizing Dr. Kenneth 
Cooper for his dedication to health and 
fitness and his continuing leadership to 
health care for all. 

Throughout Dr. Cooper’s career in 
the United States Air Force and in a 
medical career in Dallas, Texas, he has 
continued to revitalize health care and 
fitness. He is also the father of prevent-
ative medicine and known as the father 
of aerobics, trying to make sure that 
the American people and the world un-
derstand how important fitness is to 
our life and our health. 

I want to express my hearty con-
gratulations to Dr. Cooper on receiving 
this outstanding award on behalf of the 
National Football Foundation, and I 
hope the American people and, today, 
the United States Congress will do so 
as well. 

f 

FUNDING COLLEGE EDUCATION 
FOR ALL 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today the 
President will be speaking in Knox-
ville, Tennessee, on extending college 
educations to Americans. 

I share with the President the goal of 
giving more Americans the oppor-
tunity to go to college, but I would 
submit to him he should not be holding 
up the Tennessee Promise plan in Ten-
nessee as an example. He should be 
holding up the Tennessee HOPE Lot-
tery Scholarship program, which I 
worked 20 years to achieve in Ten-
nessee and has provided over $3 billion 
to education, $250 million a year. 

Scholarship programs such as the 
President is talking about should have 
standards for students in high school 
to achieve to get a scholarship. They 
should have strong standards in college 
to maintain them. They should be in 
addition to Pell grants and in addition 
to other scholarships to pay for books 
and tuition. 

The Promise plan takes from middle 
class and lower income students and 
gives to higher income students, 
doesn’t have standards in high school 
to get the scholarship, and doesn’t 
have high standards to keep it. It is a 
last dollar scholarship. 

The President’s plan should be more 
like the Tennessee HOPE Lottery 
Scholarship: assure students have an 
incentive in high school to get it and 
incentives to keep it with high grade 
standards, and it shouldn’t go to for- 
profit schools, for that is an invitation 
to abuse. 
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I thank the President for his commit-

ment, but I think he has the wrong pro-
gram as his model. 

f 

FUNDING AMNESTY FOR ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS 

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, President 
Obama’s attempt to bypass Congress 
and grant amnesty to millions of ille-
gal immigrants is wrong and dan-
gerous. It undermines the rule of law 
and threatens American jobs. 

That is why right now several of my 
colleagues and I, including fellow ap-
propriators, are putting the finishing 
touches on a plan that will wield the 
power of the purse to block executive 
amnesty. 

I believe we have a solid strategy. We 
wanted to put forward the simplest, 
most straightforward bill language 
that could defund the President’s im-
migration actions. Thankfully my own 
Alabama Senator, JEFF SESSIONS, had 
already generated some great model 
language doing just that, so we crafted 
that into the House bill. 

We are still working on it, but I am 
confident that strong defund language 
will be presented to this House for in-
clusion in the Homeland appropriations 
title. 

I believe the will of Congress must be 
to fund Homeland Security and its im-
portant functions, but to specifically 
block implementation of President 
Obama’s unconstitutional immigration 
orders. 

f 

b 0915 

READING OF THE CONSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). Pursuant to section 5 of 
House Resolution 5, the Chair now rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. GOODLATTE) for the reading of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, this 
morning, for the third time in the his-
tory of the House of Representatives, 
we will read aloud on the floor of the 
House the full text of the United States 
Constitution. 

It is our hope that this reading will 
help demonstrate to the American peo-
ple that the House of Representatives 
is dedicated to the Constitution and 
the system it establishes for limited 
government and the protection of indi-
vidual liberty. We also hope that it will 
inspire many more Americans to read 
the Constitution themselves. 

The text we will read today reflects 
the changes to the document made by 
the 27 amendments to it. Those por-
tions superseded by amendment will 
not be read. 

In order to ensure fairness to all 
those interested in participating, we 
have asked Members to line up to be 
recognized on a first-come, first-served 
basis. I will recognize Members based 

on this guidance. Each Member will ap-
proach the podium and read the pas-
sage laid out for him or her. 

In order to ensure relative parity and 
fairness, I may recognize Members out 
of order in order to ensure bipartisan-
ship and balance. Additionally, because 
of his long-term leadership on civil 
rights issues, I will recognize the gen-
tleman from Georgia, Representative 
JOHN LEWIS, to read the Thirteenth 
Amendment. 

I want to thank the Members of both 
parties for their participation in this 
historic event. I will begin by recog-
nizing the gentleman from Ohio, 
Speaker BOEHNER, to read the preamble 
to the Constitution: 

Mr. BOEHNER. ‘‘We the People of 
the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and our pos-
terity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of 
America.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Article I, section 
1: 

‘‘All legislative powers herein grant-
ed shall be vested in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives.’’ 

I now yield to the majority leader, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY). 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Section 2: 
‘‘The House of Representatives shall 

be composed of Members chosen every 
second year by the people of the sev-
eral States, and the electors in each 
State shall have the qualifications req-
uisite for electors of the most numer-
ous branch of the State legislature.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
the minority whip. 

Mr. HOYER. ‘‘No person shall be a 
Representative who shall not have at-
tained to the age of twenty-five years, 
and been seven years a citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that State 
in which he shall be chosen. 

‘‘The actual enumeration shall be 
made within three years after the first 
meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent 
term of ten years, in such manner as 
they shall by law direct.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCA-
LISE), the majority whip. 

Mr. SCALISE. ‘‘The number of Rep-
resentatives shall not exceed one for 
every thirty-thousand, but each State 
shall have at least one Representative; 
and until such enumeration shall be 
made, the State of New Hampshire 
shall be entitled to chuse three, Massa-
chusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Provi-
dence Plantations one, Connecticut 
five, New-York six, New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North 
Carolina five, South Carolina five, and 
Georgia three.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN). 

Mr. COHEN. ‘‘When vacancies happen 
in the representation from any State, 
the executive authority thereof shall 
issue writs of election to fill such va-
cancies. 

‘‘The House of Representatives shall 
chuse their Speaker and other officers; 
and shall have the sole power of im-
peachment.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON). 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Sec-
tion 3: 

‘‘The Senate of the United States 
shall be composed of two Senators from 
each State, for six years; and each Sen-
ator shall have one vote. 

‘‘Immediately after they shall be as-
sembled in consequence of the first 
election, they shall be divided as equal-
ly as may be into three classes.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI). 

Mr. GARAMENDI. ‘‘The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be va-
cated at the expiration of the second 
year, of the second class at the expira-
tion of the fourth year, and of the third 
class at the expiration of the sixth 
year, so that one-third may be chosen 
every second year.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX). 

Ms. FOXX. ‘‘No person shall be a 
Senator who shall not have attained to 
the age of thirty years, and been nine 
years a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an 
inhabitant of that State for which he 
shall be chosen.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH). 

Mr. DEUTCH. ‘‘The Vice President of 
the United States shall be President of 
the Senate, but shall have no vote, un-
less they be equally divided. 

‘‘The Senate shall chuse their other 
officers, and also a President pro tem-
pore, in the absence of the Vice Presi-
dent, or when he shall exercise the of-
fice of President of the United States.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN). 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. ‘‘The Senate 
shall have the sole power to try all im-
peachments. When sitting for that pur-
pose, they shall be on oath or affirma-
tion. When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 
preside: and no person shall be con-
victed without the concurrence of two 
thirds of the Members present.’’ 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I now yield to the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL). 

Mrs. DINGELL. ‘‘Judgment in cases 
of impeachment shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from office, and 
disqualification to hold and enjoy any 
office of honor, trust or profit under 
the United States: but the party con-
victed shall nevertheless be liable and 
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