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up with mail to the IRS Commissioner.
They did respond almost exactly a year
ago, saying that the regulations would
not count bona fide volunteers in terms
of the 50-employee count. But as was
noted, I think it is always better to
have it in statute rather than rely on
the whims of administrative agencies
that can change with the change of ad-
ministration. So again, I think this is
an example of how the country really
wants us to operate.

Again, if you look at the Affordable
Care Act, since its passage, we have
worked together to eliminate the 1099
filing requirement; we have worked to-
gether to make sure that our military
families, through TRICARE, would
have age 26 coverage, which was left
out when the bill was initially filed;
and here today, we are following up
again with an example of commonsense
fixes to the legislation, which is what I
think the country really is looking for.

I would also note that the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) has leg-
islation to restore tax exclusions which
were on the books a number of years
ago to help volunteer fire departments
use property tax exemptions and equip-
ment donations that had been treated
as income by the IRS in past years.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I yield
the gentleman an additional minute.

Mr. COURTNEY. Unfortunately,
those tax exemptions expired. And I
know, again, the gentleman—and I am
sure with bipartisan support—is going
to introduce measures to bring those
back and, again, allow these depart-
ments that are struggling to retain and
recruit to have the tools so that they
can make it easier, rather than having
to file 1040s and drive people crazy
around tax filing time for things like
boots and coats and a property tax ex-
emption being treated as taxable in-
come.

So again, I look forward to the pas-
sage of this legislation with the huge
bipartisan margin that we saw last
year; and given the administration’s
response to our entreaties, again, I
fully expect that there will be a bill
signing ceremony at the White House,
assuming it gets through the Senate.
Again, with that, I would urge passage.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time
other than to close.

May I inquire of the gentleman from
Connecticut?

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I have
no further requests for time.

JOE COURTNEY said, ‘“‘Don’t forget to
mention the Patriots,” so I would be
remiss if I didn’t.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I want to thank Representative
COURTNEY also for recognizing the Vol-
unteer Responder Incentive Protection
Reauthorization Act, as I mentioned
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earlier, which is something that has
been bipartisanly cosponsored in the
past by Representatives REICHERT,
Latham, myself, and others.

The distinguished chairman and I,
who are classmates, who came into this
Congress together—he has also been a
great proponent and advocate for mak-
ing sure that these volunteers, who
never were intended in both the case of
Mr. BARLETTA and also in the case of
the IRS, something that is administra-
tively burdening for the IRS, this is, as
Mr. KELLY so passionately said, some-
thing that is common sense, that we
ought to work on together, and that we
ought to provide the relief for, those
who provide more than 70 percent of
the volunteer aid across this country,
especially when it comes to fighting
fires. And our National Volunteer Fire
Council is supportive of this as is the
Fire Chiefs Association. I am looking
forward to working with my colleagues
across the aisle to ensure this.

Again, with that, I commend and
congratulate the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and
thank him for his fine work in this
area, and I look forward to supporting
him on future endeavors.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself just a few moments to
say to the gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON), I appreciate him for his
comity, for the bipartisan nature of
this.

I would say to the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY), first,
they have to get through some tough
luck—Andrew Luck, in particular—in
order to make it to where they want to
go.
With that, for the purpose of closing
on his own bill, I would like to yield
such time as he may consume to the

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA).
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, 1

would like to thank my colleagues on
both sides. There are very few times
when you have a vote here that is
unanimous, and it is for a simple rea-
son. It is that everyone here under-
stands and appreciates what these men
and women in our communities are
willing to do to make the community
safe.

You know, as a mayor, I have come
to appreciate the volunteer firefighters
more than I could ever imagine. Many
times, I have watched them stand out
in the middle of a road with a boot,
trying to raise money so that they
could buy gear or equipment or get
more training. The volunteers ask very
little of their community compared to
what they are willing to give, and that
is the ultimate sacrifice. They are will-
ing to give their lives for people that
they don’t even know. They are willing
to walk into a burning fire.

I can remember one night, our local
fire department in Hazleton, Pennsyl-
vania, they ran in, and they came out
with a little baby whose life they
saved. And I also remember a day when
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they couldn’t save a life and how it af-
fected every one of those men and
women as if it were their own child.
They have a lot to worry about, and
what they shouldn’t worry about is
where they are going to get money to
provide health insurance or pay a fine.
I am sure this was an unintended con-
sequence, and we here recognize that.

So again, I want to thank the chair-
man and my colleagues for standing
with me and saluting the real Amer-
ican heroes, the men and women who
volunteer to save us, our first respond-
ers.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 33.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 6 p.m.), the House
stood in recess.

———
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Suspending the rules and passing
H.R. 203;

Suspending the rules and passing
H.R. 33;

Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
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