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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call votes 17—-19.

Had | been present, | would have voted yes
on #17, yes on #18, no on #19.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN
PITSTICK

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John Pitstick who is retiring as the
Director of Planning and Development from
the City of North Richland Hills.

As Director, Mr. Pitstick was responsible for
all of the city’s development activities, includ-
ing planning and zoning as well as direction of
building inspections. These responsibilities for
comprehensive planning, strategic develop-
ment and redevelopment included revitaliza-
tion of Boulevard 26, expansion of Loop 820,
future commuter rail station planning and gas
well regulations.

Under his leadership, the City of North Rich-
land Hills was presented with the “Certificate
of Achievement for Planning Excellence” by
the Texas Chapter of the American Planning
Association. The annual award recognizes “a
commitment to professional planning by City
Administration, Elected and Appointed Officials
and exemplary professional standards dem-
onstrated by the Planning Staff.”

Mr. Pitstick is a graduate of the University of
Texas at Arlington with a Bachelor's Degree in
Communications and a Master's in Urban Af-
fairs. With a career spanning over 30 years of
service, his retirement from North Richland
Hills was preceded by his service in key posi-
tions with the cities of Hurst, Wylie, Arlington,
Lancaster and Irving.

| am honored to represent Mr. Pitstick and
the City of North Richland Hills in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and | gladly join
the City and the appreciative citizens of the
26th Congressional District and across North
Texas whom he has dutifully served through-
out his career.

RECOGNIZING MR. BILL MISCHKE

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise be-
fore you today to recognize Bill Mischke, a
dedicated Scouter, mentor to countless youth
and one of my first merit badge counselors.
As the director for Camp Ockanickon, Bill en-
sured each Boy Scout troop had a fulfilling ex-
perience at the camp fires, the mess hall was
well stocked and each counselor was pre-
pared for the rigors the summer would bring.
Additionally, he oversaw the implementation of
the GE Betz Science Center, the first such
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center in the United States which provides an
opportunity for scouts to earn STEM based
merit badges. After a successful career with
the Bucks County Council, Bill has moved on
to spend more time with his family but has
continued to impact the lives of our future
leaders as the Director of Program Experience
with the DelMarVa Council. | want to congratu-
late him on a successful life committed to the
tenants of the Scout Oath and Law and wish
him happiness in all his future endeavors. |
yield back.

HONORING PETRA C. KAATZ
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Petra C. Kaatz, the National Presi-
dent of the Jewish War Veterans Department
of Florida Ladies Auxiliary. Her diligence on
behalf of our men and women in uniform is a
testament to her dedication to our country,
and she rightfully deserves our recognition
and admiration.

Petra Kaatz started a long and fulfilling ca-
reer as a member of the Long Island Civil Air
Patrol, where she became a flight nurse and
ran a stewardess training program for female
cadets. At the age of 22, she became the
head nurse of a medical surgical unit and later
served as PTA President at United Cerebral
Palsy of Queens and Children’s Rehabilitation
Center. She became President of the Queens
Hospital Center Community Advisory Board
and served as a representative for the United
Nations Year of the Disabled. She also estab-
lished and ran a Cub Scout pack for disabled
children at the Henry Viscardi School in Al-
bertson, New York and was editor of the PTA
newsletter.

Petra joined the Jewish War Veterans of the
United States of America Ladies Auxiliary in
1994 and has been an active member ever
since. Before becoming National President of
the JWVA, she served as Queens County
President, Department of New York President,
and the chairman of various auxiliary, county,
and department JWVA committees. She is a
member of the Advisory Board of the national
JWVA and life-member of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Representing a district home to veterans of
every major conflict since World War Il, | know
very well the sacrifices that our military fami-
lies have made for our country. Petra Kaatz’'s
commitment to honor our military and their
families should serve as an inspiration for us
all, and | have no doubt she will continue to
inspire South Floridians to live by her exam-
ple.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote
No. 24, on agreeing to amendment number
two to H.R. 185 by Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
| was unavoidably detained and unable to cast
my votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no”.

January 14, 2015

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 240) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes:

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Chair, when it comes
to protecting our homeland, it is incumbent on
all of us—Democrats and Republicans—to put
politics aside and work together. Yet, the exer-
cise we are going through today risks not
funding the Department of Homeland Security.

We know that elements of this bill blocking
the President’s immigration reforms will not
become law. Republican Senators are already
expressing their skepticism about this ap-
proach. And, the President would veto this bill
if it passed Congress with these provisions.
So as the clock ticks down on funding for our
homeland security agencies, why are we wast-
ing time on this debate?

Sadly, the answer is that the majority party
is catering to its extreme wing—anti-immi-
grant, tea party Republicans who are obses-
sively focused on blocking the President.

Mr. Chair, let's be clear—the President
acted when this House did not. Last Con-
gress, the Senate passed legislation to fix our
broken immigration laws. However, this body
dawdled, delayed and ultimately did nothing.
Finally, the President was forced to move for-
ward alone. He took sensible steps—backed
by legal precedent and well within his author-
ity—that will resolve some of the worst flaws
in our broken immigration system.

Now, House Republicans are saying that
unless they can block the President and pun-
ish immigrants, they will jeopardize funding for
the Secret Service, for the Coast Guard and
the TSA. At a time when the world is reeling
from horrific terrorist attacks in Paris, how can
my colleagues play politics with funding for
these agencies? This is cynical politics at its
worst—and we must reject it.

PASTOR DAN Q. CARR

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | stand today
to honor Pastor Dan Q. Carr of South Mis-
sissippi’s Fourth Congressional District, on the
occasion of the pastor's 30th anniversary of
ministry at Faith Baptist Church of Gulfport.

Born in 1962, Pastor Carr found himself
called to preach at a young age. He surren-
dered to that call on January 17, 1985, and
became pastor of Faith Baptist Church on that
same day. On Sunday, January 18, 2015, his
flock of family and friends will join together to
honor Pastor Carr's 30 years of faithful stew-
ardship.

On that fateful day in 1985, Faith Baptist
Church began with nine dedicated members
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