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It is my pleasure to recognize the Rotary
clubs of Central Florida as they prepare for
“Light Up Rotary to End Polio Now” on March
13—-14, 2015, with Rotary International Presi-
dent Gary C. K. Huang. | am grateful to the
Rotarians of Central Florida for their service
and dedication to strengthening our commu-
nity.

TRIBUTE TO SISTER ANN KEEFE
HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2015

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Sister Ann Keefe, who passed away
on Sunday, January 18, 2015 after a long and
courageous battle against cancer.

In 1982 Sister Ann joined the ministry at St.
Michaels Church in Providence and began her
life long fight for those who had no voice and
those particularly vulnerable and marginalized.

Recognizing the challenges that faced our
city and Rhode Island, Sister Ann took action
to help the poor, empower workers, advocate
non-violence and promote justice for all. Over
thirty years of service to our community, she
cofounded the Institute for the Study and
Practice of Nonviolence, which is credited with
helping to sharply cut the city’s murder rate.
She started Providence CityArts! to help at-
risk youth. And, she was involved in creating
nearly two dozen other organizations that con-
tinue to create opportunity for so many.

| had the extraordinary honor of working
with Sister Ann over many years and treas-
ured our friendship. As Mayor, | was espe-
cially proud to work with Sister Ann to support
the Institute for the Study and Practice of Non-
violence to make Providence safe for kids and
future generations of young Rhode Islanders.
During this time, | witnessed her leadership
skills, dedication and profound commitment to
the youth of our city. Last year, even though
she was battling cancer, Sister Ann was still
fighting for those without a voice and helped
my office secure Saint Michaels Church as the
location for a comprehensive immigration re-
form rally and attended the event to show her
support. There are so many examples of when
she would connect those in need with those
that could help.

She was a remarkable and strong woman
who served as an inspiration for all of us and
she leaves behind a great legacy. Her passing
is a tremendous loss for Rhode Island, but her
presence will continue to be felt in the commu-
nity through the many organizations she
helped found and run, and the positive impact
she has had on so many.

My thoughts and prayers are with her family
and loved ones. Rest in peace, Sister Ann.

———

HONORING COMMISSIONER TOM
FREEMAN FOR HIS SERVICE TO
OUR NATION, THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, AND RIVERSIDE
COUNTY

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2015

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Commissioner Tom Freeman as he’s retiring
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after 35 years in service to our nation, state,
and the County of Riverside, California. While
serving the County of Riverside Tom has
served as the Commissioner of Foreign Trade,
Commissioner of Defense and Military Serv-
ices, Commissioner of the Office of Film and
Television, Chief of Staff, Board of Super-
visors, 4th district, Executive Officer for the
Sheriff's Department, Chief Public Information
Officer and Emergency Services Coordinator
for the CDF-County Fire, and first Chairman of
the Workforce Development Board. His ex-
traordinary service with the County of River-
side in key posts has been of great benefit to
the county and its 2.3 million residents.

Tom began serving his nation in the United
States Air Force in 1979, enlisting during the
Iranian Hostage Crisis and later served in the
Inaugural Honor Guard of President Ronald
Reagan, The Homecoming Honor Guard for
the Iranian Hostages, and the Funeral and
Repose of General of the Army Omar Bradley.
In 1981, Tom was selected for Marine Corps
and Naval Parachutist Training, which he com-
pleted, earning the prestigious Paratrooper
Badge. He went on to complete Instructor
School and receive his Air Training Command
Instructor Badge. He then served the House
and Senate, teaching selected members of the
Armed Services Committee escape, evasion,
survival, and parachute training at nearby An-
drews Air Force Base. Later in 1984, then
Staff Sargent-Select Freeman, was honored
by the U.S. Senate, having his enlistment oath
administered by the late Senator Quentin S.
Burdick on in the Senate Chamber, thus be-
coming the first member of the active duty
armed forces to have his enlistment oath ad-
ministered on the Senate Floor by a seated
member of the Senate of the United States.

Tom returned to his native California with
assignment to the Undergraduate Navigator
Instructor School, United States Air Force,
Mather Air Force Base and served as the Non
Commissioned Officer In Charge of Training
for future Air Force Navigators. He excelled in
this assignment and was named Non Commis-
sioned Officer of the Year. Later he was hon-
orably discharged and joined the Military De-
partment, State of California and was called to
Active Duty again thru 1990. While serving on
active duty with the State of California he was
again named Non Commissioned Officer of
the Year, this time for the entire state, and he
was also honored as Non Commissioned Offi-
cer of the Year by the Air Force Association
and the Air Force Sargent's Association. He
was also honored by the National Guard Bu-
reau, here in Washington, D.C., two years in
a row with the Rookie Recruiter of the Year
Award and Recruiter of the Year Award the
following year. During this same period of time
Tom received a Commendation Medal for ren-
dering lifesaving first aid to an injured motorist.
Other awards received include four more com-
mendation medals, an achievement medal,
meritorious service medal, and the Air Force
Recognition Ribbon, amongst many others.

On January 10, 1990 Tom began his serv-
ice with the County of Riverside-CDF, Office
of Emergency Services. Over his almost 5
years in this post he responded to major
quakes, floods, and fires earning three awards
from the Governor of California for his service
and Emergency Manager of the Year honors
from the City of Indian Wells, Rancho Mirage,
and Palm Desert. Later he was promoted to
the post of Legislative, Information, and Mar-
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keting Officer at the Economic Development
Agency. After 6 years as Vice President of
Government Affairs and Marketing with WMI,
the world’s largest environmental service pro-
vider, Tom returned to serve as Chief of Staff
for his mentor and friend, the late County Su-
pervisor Roy Wilson. Tom served with distinc-
tion as Chief of Staff and accepted a pro-
motion as Executive Officer for Riverside
County Sheriff Larry Smith. He excelled in this
position and received awards for his work from
the Secret Service, FBI, The International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police, State Attorney
General, and United States Army. He was the
Agency Representative to the Ford Family
during the Funeral & Repose of the 38th
President of the United States. After serving
the Sheriff’'s Department with distinction he re-
turned to the Economic Development Agency
as Commissioner of the Office of Foreign
Trade, spokesman, and custodian of records.

Tom has decided to retire at the age of 55
and spend time with his wife, Brenda Salas
Freeman, enjoy their grandson Robert IIl, and
enjoy time with sons Joel, Robert I, and
daughter in-law Lindsay. His career as the
Foreign Trade Commissioner was remarkable,
crafting three bilateral trade agreements with
Canada, Japan, and Croatia, and helping take
Riverside County Exports from 47th in the na-
tion to 24th in the nation. He also served with
the National Association of Counties, achiev-
ing the post of Vice Chairman of the Inter-
national Task Force on Economic Develop-
ment, supporting global trade agreements in
South Korea, the EU, and pacific rim, and
helping businesses create jobs through the
Great Recession. Tom was frequently con-
sulted by elected leaders in the state and na-
tion’s capital to discuss trade issues and Mili-
tary & Defense programs and policies. In addi-
tion to these accomplishments, Colonel Tom
Freeman retired in November 2007, 28 years
after enlisting in the United States Air Force,
from the Military Department of the State of
California and is the recipient of the Distin-
guished Service Medal-Order of California
Medal by the Governor and our Adjutant Gen-
eral. Freeman also chaired numerous chari-
table boards and organizations including the
United Way, Breath of Life, Junior Diabetes
Foundation, and served as Treasurer of the
John F. Kennedy Foundation 7 Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Committee in the City of
Riverside, raising millions for charity. He is the
recipient of the Jefferson Award for Public
Service presented by the 38th President of the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, Tom’s talent and leadership
exemplify the very best of Riverside County
and my state. Our nation, state, and county
are a better place because of the efforts of
Commissioner Freeman and his devotion to
duty and commitment to serve the people. |
congratulate  Commissioner Freeman on his
35 years of service to our nation, state, and
County of Riverside and wish him well in re-
tirement and all future endeavors.

PEARLAND LEGACY CONTINUES
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 21, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate high school student Brooke
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