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once again deny voting rights for members
from the territories and the District of Colum-
bia, and continue to make this body less
transparent and less responsive to the more
than four million Americans who live in our
districts.

Under the resolution, extending voting rights
to the Delegates and the Resident Commis-
sioner during Committee of the Whole pro-
ceedings would be wholly symbolic—our votes
cannot change the outcome of legislation or
amendments considered on the floor of this
House. However these votes allow us to en-
sure that the needs of our constituents are ad-
dressed in legislation considered by this body.

Further, many of our nation’s men and
women in uniform are residents of the terri-
tories and the District of Columbia. These
dedicated servicemembers sacrifice much for
our country, and many have paid the ultimate
sacrifice in service to our nation. In fact, the
per capita death rate for servicemembers from
the territories is higher than most states. Un-
fortunately the majority has decided that our
constituents will be less represented in this
House despite the sacrifices that
servicemembers from our districts make to de-
fend the basic rights and freedoms enjoyed by
all Americans. Additionally beyond high levels
of military service, residents from the terri-
tories and the District of Columbia contribute
to and serve our nation in a wide range of
areas. The inability to vote in the Committee
of the Whole is unfortunate, but | appreciate
that this resolution seeks to remedy this mat-
ter.

Mr. Speaker, giving the Delegates and Resi-
dent Commissioner the ability to vote during
Committee of the Whole proceedings will allow
our voices to be heard during legislation con-
sidered by the full House. It will give us parity
with other members and strengthen the long-
cherished values of this body. | urge my col-
leagues to adopt this resolution.

——

IN MEMORY OF KELLY WALTERS

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to remember an exceptional
young lady taken from us far too soon.

20-year-old Kelly Walters was killed in a
tragic hit and run accident on January 16,
2015 as she crossed the street in her home-
town of Arlington, Texas. While her death
made headlines back home—today | want to
focus on the way Kelly lived.

| met Kelly several years ago at one of my
town hall meetings. When | asked the crowd
if they had any questions, hers was the first
hand that shot up. She couldn’t vote yet, but
her love of our community and interest in gov-
ernment was already on full display.

A few months later, | was proud to sponsor
her for the prestigious House Page program.
While in Washington, her love of the civic
process and politics only grew.

She came by my office regularly to chat with
me and my staff. She was too young at the
time, but was already expressing interest in
serving as an intern in my office.

| understand she wasn’t shy about sharing
her future political aspirations telling people
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she was going to run for my seat as soon as
| retired. | do appreciate her waiting for my ca-
reer in Congress to end before hers began. |
have since learned she was aiming even high-
er. She wrote a letter to President Clinton in
December of 2000, at the ripe old age of six,
saying she wanted his job. Kelly said, “I think
| would be a good President because | care
about people and how they treat others . . .
Please let me know when | need to come to
Washington to begin my new assignment. |
will need to let people know | will be out of
school and have my work mailed to me.”

Kelly possessed a rare understanding of the
importance of American politics and the im-
pact that it has on everyday life. She had a
keen interest and genuine curiosity about the
legislative process.

After her semester in the Nation’s Capitol,
she returned home where she continued to
cultivate her deep dedication to civic duty. She
volunteered in our community, worked on
campaigns, interned for a state representative
and excelled in the classroom.

Kelly was a junior at the University of Texas
at Arlington and was days from leaving to
study abroad in Morocco. She wanted to pro-
mote women’s rights in the Arabic world.

So what drove this exceptional young
woman? Kelly says it best in her own words.
This is an excerpt from an essay she wrote a
few years ago: “America is based on many
beliefs, but they all boil down to one simple
word: Freedom. Life in America is free, it is
one most people take for granted, but it was
not cheap. Freedom is bought on the back of
soldiers who were willing to risk their lives to
fight for their country and America’s right to be
free. Thus Freedom is built on service, on a
willingness to give back for what has been
given. | don’t pretend to know or understand
why others volunteer, but for me it is a need
to give back for all the opportunities that are
standing open for me simply because | am an
American.”

Profound words that everyone in this body
should take to heart. It is rare to see someone
so young so engaged. Kelly will be missed,
but her love of our community and of our na-
tion will not be forgotten.

RECOGNIZING KATHY NICKEL AS
THE NOVATO CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Kathy Nickel on the occasion
of her recognition as the Novato Citizen of the
Year.

Ms. Nickel has been a longtime resident of
Novato and is well known for her community
involvement. She was an active public school
supporter, serving as PTA President, chairman
of Safe Grad Night at San Marin High School
and member of curriculum planning teams,
and she continued to support Novato public
schools in an advisory capacity after her chil-
dren had graduated. Ms. Nickel also served as
a Troop Leader for Marin Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts and was a team parent for Novato
Youth Soccer during this time.

Ms. Nickel’'s civic involvement has been a
constant and positive force for the community,
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including her roles as Chair of the Novato
Fourth of July Committee, member of the City
of Novato’s Birthday Steering Committee, and
as a volunteer coordinator for the Art and
Wine Festival for the Novato Chamber of
Commerce.

Ms. Nickel has been an exemplary citizen of
Novato, striving to improve the city for all its
residents. Her inspiring commitment and dedi-
cation will have a lasting impact on her com-
munity for many years to come.

Please join me in expressing deep apprecia-
tion to Kathy Nickel for her long and impres-
sive record of public service.

——

WORLD WAR I HISTORY LESSONS
FOR TODAY’S RETURNING IRAQ
AND AFGHANISTAN SOLDIERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |, with
my colleagues SANFORD BISHOP and CHARLES
RANGEL, rise to submit a report, written by
Ron Armstead, of the 26th Annual Veterans
Braintrust at the 44th Annual Congressional
Black Caucus Annual Legislative Conference.

2014 is the beginning of the worldwide cele-
bration of the centennial of World War |,
known as the “war to end all wars.” Although,
the U.S. didn’t join the war until 1917, we
would like to point out one American Eugene
Jacques Bullard, born in Columbus, GA, who
enlisted on October 19, 1914 to fight for
France. He later, became the first African
American, combat aviator in history with the
motto: “All Blood Runs Red” Also note, 33
years after his death, and 77 years after being
denied entry into the U.S. Army Air Corps—
Bullard was posthumously commissioned a
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force.

Nearly 5 million Americans served during
the war, and 116,516 Americans died in de-
fense of democracy overseas. World War |
also marked the first time in the nation’s his-
tory that American soldiers went abroad to de-
fend foreign soil against aggression. During
the war to end all wars, the U.S. enlisted
367,710 African American men as soldiers—
most from the south—into the Armed Forces.
About 200,000 were sent to France and about
50,000 of those saw combat. The vast major-
ity served in the Service of Supply (SOS) units
in Europe with the American Expeditionary
Force (AEF) on the Western Front, while also
encountering French civilians and colonial Afri-
can troops alike.

U.S. World War | veterans have moved from
memory to history. We are reminded that the
last American soldier to die in World War |
was Private Wayne Miner of Kansas City, and
he was but one of the many African Ameri-
cans, who participated in Black Regiments
during the war. This included the celebrated
369th, formerly New York 15th National Guard
“Harlem Hellfighters,” made up of volunteers,
who served more days under continuous fire
(181 days) than any other regiment in the AEF
during the entire war, and the first American
unit to reach the Rhine River, while suffering
40% killed and wounded—with 171 African
Americans from the 369th alone being award-
ed the Croix de Guerre, or French Legion of
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