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county seal as the official seal. There will be
24 stars featured on this seal representing
Missouri as the 24th state in the Union.

Today, the dedicated staff members of New
Madrid County Courthouse continue to create
a safe environment and provide peace and
order for the community. It is my pleasure to
recognize the centennial celebration of the
New Madrid County Courthouse.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,086,048,044,499.39. We've
added $7,459,170,995,586.31 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

RECOGNIZING TOM CAMERON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Tom
Cameron for being selected to receive an Ex-
cellence in Mentoring Award, the highest
award for a youth mentor in lowa.

Tom volunteers his time to the Mentoring
Advantage Program (MAP) at Community
Youth Concepts. He has donated countless
hours over the past 2 years to improving the
lives of young people. Not only has he worked
to improve the lives of his mentees, but he
has also worked to increase awareness for the
need and opportunities for youth mentors in
the state of lowa. Attending company volun-
teer fairs and connecting potential mentors to
opportunities is another important aspect of
Tom’s volunteerism.

Tom Cameron has had a profound impact
on the youth of lowa and he deserves to be
commended for his time and efforts. It's a
great honor to represent Tom in the United
States House of Representatives because he
is a great living example of lowa values that
continue to make our state a great place to
live and work.

—————

HONORING EAST JOLIET FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the firefighters and paramedics of the
East Joliet Fire Protection District and to rec-
ognize the past 75 years of service to the
community of Joliet, lllinois.
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Since the formation of the East Joliet Fire
Protection District in 1940, the protection of
our community has been in the hands of truly
dedicated volunteers and professionals. With
each alarm, the firefighters, paramedics and
support staff of the East Joliet Fire Protection
District perform heroic acts to save lives and
protect property. If not for its service, many
businesses, homes, and members of our com-
munity would not be here today.

| would like to thank the members of the
East Joliet Fire Protection District for all that
they do to protect the community they have
set out to serve.

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT ROSS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Robert Ross, a successful business owner,
exceptional law enforcement officer and dedi-
cated public servant who is retiring from the
San Mateo City Council after five years of
service. He was the Mayor in 2014 and Dep-
uty Mayor in 2013. Robert is a genuine, hard-
working and deeply committed city council
member and will truly be missed.

Robert was first elected to the council in
2009 after a 27-year-career as a police officer
in San Mateo. His experience in law enforce-
ment made security and sustainability one of
his priorities for the city. As a real estate agent
for 25 years, Robert also brought substantial
business experience to the Council, guiding
the city toward financial stability.

While on the Council, Robert served on the
City Council Audit and Budget Committee, the
City Council Legislative Committee, the Com-
munity Development Department Audit Com-
mittee, the Grand Boulevard Task Force, the
North B Street Improvement Initiative and the
Planning Commission. In addition, he was
very active in the Association of Bay Area
Governments, the League of California Cities,
San Mateo County Council of Cities, the San
Mateo-Foster City Elementary School Board,
the San Mateo Oversight Board, the San
Mateo Union High School District Board, the
Sister City Association and the South Bayside
Waste Management Authority.

Robert received his Police Officers Standard
& Training at the Modesto College Police
Academy and his BSBA in Business Adminis-
tration from the University of Phoenix. He
started his law enforcement career as a police
officer in Hayward in 1979 and transferred to
the San Mateo Police Department in 1981
where he rose through the ranks to Police
Lieutenant in 2003. His professionalism and
proactive approach have been recognized and
he has been commended on numerous occa-
sions. For example, in the late 1980s, then
Corporal Ross was in charge of setting up a
task force to fight drug crimes in San Mateo.
The group became known a “Ross’ Raiders”
and their effective anti-drug campaign was
lauded by the City Council, San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors, the District Attorney, the
San Mateo County Trial Lawyers Association
and the late Congressman Tom Lantos.

Among the many awards Robert received
was a Lieutenants Commendation for
proactive policing, the San Carlos/Belmont Ex-
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change Club Officer of the Year Award, Em-
ployee of the Quarter by past Police Chief
Don Phipps for ongoing leadership and
proactive policing, the Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion’s Police Officer of the Year Award, the
Peninsula Lions Club’s Police Award for out-
standing service to the community, the Gordon
Joinville Special Merit Award for day-to-day
excellence in policing, and the Medal of
Honor, the Police Department’s highest award
for saving a life during a fire.

Whether in his capacity as a city council
member, a peace officer, a small business
owner or a San Mateo resident, Robert has al-
ways seized opportunities to help his commu-
nity. He has given countless presentations at
our schools to help troubled and underprivi-
leged youths find a positive direction in their
lives. He has visited homes of at-risk youth
gang members during the holidays handing
out presents. He has worked with the Penin-
sula Conflict Resolution Center and the
Tongan Interfaith Council to prevent and solve
conflicts. He has worked with Samaritan
House to assist needy families. He is a mem-
ber of the San Mateo Lion’s Club which sup-
ports local and international charities.

It is obvious from this long list of accom-
plishments and engagements that Robert
Ross has a heart of gold and an inexhaustible
drive to help others. Because of his vision and
commitment, San Mateo is a better place. |
feel privileged to count Robert as a friend and
colleague and wish him well as he shifts his
focus to his personal and family life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to recognize the lasting
contributions Robert Ross has made while
serving as Mayor, City Councilmember and
law enforcement officer. He will always be a
role model and inspiration to his fellow San
Mateo residents.

———

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SONS OF ITALY IN
AMERICA PADRE PIO LODGE
#2350

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Sons of Italy in America
Padre Pio Lodge #2350, located in West Or-
ange, New Jersey as it celebrates its 40th An-
niversary.

The Sons of ltaly in America, a Fraternal
Organization created on June 22, 1905 by six
Italian immigrants living in Little Italy, began as
an organization seeking to establish homes
and shelters for the elderly, lifer insurance and
mortuary funds, and scholarship funds. The
founding members of the Sons of ltaly in
America sought to form a support system for
ltalian immigrants, offering these people as-
sistance in becoming American citizens and
provide educational opportunities in assimila-
tion into America culture. The organization
continues this rich tradition through its various
lodges across the country, including the Padre
Pio Lodge #2350, located in West Orange.

Since 1975, the Sons of Italy in America
Padre Pio Lodge #2350, has promoted Italian
traditions and heritage in Essex County. The
Padre Pio Lodge functions as an important as-
pect of society, especially through its partner-
ship with multiple charities. The Padre Pio
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Lodge avidly supports the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Fund, Cooley’s Anemia Foun-
dation, Alzheimer Association, Alicia Rose
Teen Age Cancer Foundation, Doug Flutie
Foundation for Autism, and Arthritis Founda-
tion. The Lodge also assists two local food
banks, donates toys and school supplies to
schools and churches during the Christmas
season, and supports our troops through Op-
eration Shoebox.

The Padre Pio Lodge continues the Sons of
Italy in America tradition of awarding students
with scholarship opportunities. The Lodge
holds education to be of utmost importance,
and seeks to offer a helping hand to students
in the area. In 2014 alone, Padre Pio Lodge
gave scholarships to eleven qualified high
school seniors.

This year, the Lodge announced that it
would honor Sam Fumosa, a Charter member
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and Past State President of the Sons of ltaly
in America, with the Paul Ippolito Memorial
Award. Sam participated in the Garibaldi-
Meucci Museum on Staten lIsland and the
Commission for Social Justice of OSIA. The
Padre Pio Lodge will also honor Rosalind
Aquino with the Angela DeNuzio Award for
service to the Lodge and Anthony Benevento
with the Michael D’Aries Award for dedication
to the Lodge. Both Rosalind and Anthony
worked tirelessly to ensure that the Lodge re-
mained open during times of low membership.
Because of their efforts, the Lodge now in-
cludes 125 members, with more joining every
day.

To celebrate 40 successful years of pro-
moting Italian heritage and supporting the
local community, the Lodge will host a
Carnevale celebration on Saturday, February
7th, 2015 at Hanover Manor, located at 16
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Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, New Jer-
sey. Carnevale, a traditional Italian celebration
dating back to the year 1268 A.D., includes
music, food, and dance. The Lodge’s
Carnevale on February 7th will surely be a
celebration not worth missing.

| commend the members of the Sons of
ltaly in America Padre Pio Lodge, especially
committee chair, Dawn Giambattista, for their
dedication to promoting the rich legacy of
ltalian heritage in America. The Lodge has
consistently demonstrated a dedication and
commitment to advancing the community of
West Orange.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Sons of Italy
in America, Padre Pio Lodge #2350 as it cele-
brates its 40th Anniversary.
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