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Born of an American mother and a
British father, his life and career sym-
bolized the fellowship of the English-
speaking peoples.

Just outside this very Chamber, Mr.
Speaker, stands an enduring tribute to
the ‘“‘British Bulldog” in the Freedom
Foyer. The placement of Churchill’s
bust inside the U.S. Capitol serves as a
testament to our special relationship
with the United Kingdom and to the
values our two nations have fought so
dearly to defend: democracy and free-
dom.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit
into the RECORD a touching account of
Mr. Churchill’s passing written by
Celia Sandys, his granddaughter, and
the only surviving member of the
Churchill family present at his death.

MY GRANDFATHER’S FINAL DAYS
The Personal Account of Hon. Celia Sandys

His birthdays were always a big family oc-
casion. The first one that I can remember
clearly was his eightieth birthday in 1954
when there was a huge event in Westminster
Hall. The purpose was for both Houses of
Parliament to mark the day with tributes
and the presentation of the portrait by Gra-
ham Sutherland, which had been commis-
sioned as a gift for him.

The rumour was out that the image was
less than flattering. I remember my parents
discussing how he had disliked it when he
had seen it two weeks earlier. He did, how-
ever, rise to the occasion and accepted it
saying; ‘It is a remarkable example of mod-
ern art.” As usual he had chosen the perfect
words. The portrait was never seen again!

Ten years later we celebrated his ninetieth
birthday at Hyde Park Gate. He had left his
beloved Chartwell for the last time the
month before. As we raised our glasses of Pol
Roger to toast him, the unspoken thought in
everyone’s mind was that the final meeting
could not be long delayed.

Six weeks later, on 10 January 1965 he suf-
fered a stroke, the effects of which worsened
over the next few days.

On the evening of the 15th, I received a call
from his personal secretary, Anthony Mon-
tague Browne, to tell me that my aunt Sarah
was on her way from Rome. He said she
would be arriving at Heathrow in the early
hours of the morning and had asked if she
could stay with me.

I remember driving like the wind to get to
Heathrow in time and then having to run the
gauntlet of a huge crowd of journalists be-
fore we could get out of the airport. The
press had only heard of my grandfather’s
condition a few hours before and so were
hungry for information.

We went straight to Hyde Park Gate and
found Grandpapa sleeping peacefully with
his cat Jock curled up beside him. I don’t
know if Jock ever left the bed, but every
time I was there the cat lay curled up by his
master.

It was clear that the inevitable was about
to happen. We were all sad; for ourselves not
for him. Anyone who had spent time with
him during the last few years knew that he
was ready to go.

During the next nine days we had two ur-
gent calls to go to Hyde Park Gate when it
seemed the end was near, but each time he
rallied. Otherwise during this period we vis-
ited once or twice a day, as much for my
grandmother as for him.

Initially we had to struggle to get through
the crowds of press and concerned onlookers
who filled the little cul-de-sac day and night.
After a few days, in response to a request
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from my grandmother, the bystanders moved
to the main road and our visits became much
easier.

Early on the morning of the 24th of Janu-
ary we received what was clearly the final
call from my aunt Mary. Sarah and I raced
to Hyde Park Gate. There we joined my
grandmother, Mary, my uncle Randolph and
my cousin Winston.

Clementine sat holding Grandpapa’s hand
with his doctor, Lord Moran, sitting beside
her; Randolph and Winston stood on the
other side, while Sarah, Mary and I knelt at
the foot of the bed. Also in the room were
two nurses, whose work had finished, and
Anthony Montague Browne.

No one made a sound except Grandpapa
who breathed heavily and sighed. Then there
was silence.

It seemed as though time stood still until
Clementine asked Lord Moran, ‘‘Has he
gone?’’ He nodded.

Seventy years to the day and almost to the
minute since his father, Lord Randolph, had
died, Winston Churchill had slipped imper-
ceptibly away to meet his Maker.

We all sat down to a subdued breakfast and
listened to the radio as the announcement of
his death was broadcast to the world.

Some years earlier the Queen had decided
that her first Prime Minister was to have a
Lying-in-State and a State Funeral. The was
the first time such an honour had been
granted to a commoner since the funeral of
the Duke of Wellington more than a century
before.

Preparations for the ceremony had been
given the code name ‘‘Operation Hope Not”’
and, in true British tradition, had been
worked out to the last detail some years be-
fore.

More than 300,000 people queued in the
freezing cold along the Embankment, across
Lambeth Bridge, back along the Thames and
across Westminster Bridge to file past the
catafalque in Westminster Hall, the oldest
surviving part of the Palace of Westminster
where, my grandfather had spent so much of
his working life.

The family were allowed to slip in by a side
door and watch the extraordinary sight of so
many who had come from near and far to bid
farewell to the man for whom they felt love,
respect and gratitude.

On the day of the funeral we gathered in
Westminster Hall for the journey to St
Paul’s Cathedral.

The men of the family together with An-
thony Montague Browne, who had served his
master faithfully and lovingly to the end,
walked behind the coffin, which was borne on
a gun carriage.

The women rode in the Queen’s carriages.
My grandmother, Sarah and Mary were in
the first carriage. My sister Edwina and I
rode in the second. We had rugs and hot
water bottles to keep us warm on a very cold
day. We were so close to the crowds lining
the streets that we could have touched them.
The emotion in their faces I will never for-
get.

When we arrived at St Paul’s, we all lined
up for the procession up the aisle. The
women of the family looked as though we
were in uniform. Quite independently we
were all wearing more or less identical black
fox fur hats.

As the bearers struggled to carry the coffin
up the steps and into the cathedral, it
seemed they might be going to drop it. Ap-
parently they had rehearsed but not with a
lead-lined coffin! They made it and we all
followed up the long aisle where the Queen
and her family were waiting.

We were told that the Queen had said we
should not curtsey to her so we filed into our
seats opposite the Royal Family.

After the service we processed out and
watched anxiously as the bearers carried the
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coffin down the steps, probably an even more
difficult task.

As we got back into our carriages, the
Queen and her family joined on the cathedral
steps with monarchs, presidents, wartime
colleagues and political allies to say goodbye
to the man they had come to honour.

The carriages took us to Tower Pier where,
after Grandpapa had been piped aboard,
there was a seventeen-gun salute. We
boarded the Port of London Authority’s sur-
vey vessel, MV Havengore, for the journey to
Waterloo Station. As we sailed off we could
hear the band playing Rule Britannia.

The crane drivers on the quayside dipped
the heads of their cranes in salute. This was
the only unscripted part of the day and one
of the most moving. The RAF flew over-
head.

At Waterloo the coffin was placed in the
guard’s van with a military escort of the 4th
Hussars on constant watch.

We sat down to have lunch and a glass of
champagne, which we certainly needed, as
the train moved off, pulled by the engine,
which my then seven-year-old brother Julian
had named ‘“Winston Churchill”” during the
war.

Along the entire route from Waterloo to
Long Hanborough, the railway was lined
with people of all ages, some waving, some
crying, some saluting, all of them silently
saying goodbye to the man they admired. Fi-
nally we reached the small churchyard at
Bladon, the burial place of Winston’s parents
and his brother Jack and within sight of
Blenheim Palace where he had been born
ninety years before.

The day immediately turned into a family
affair, and we could say goodbye in private
to the husband, father and grandfather who
we all loved so much.

After the service we stood by the graveside
as the bearers lowered the coffin into the
grave. The silence was broken by a metallic
clatter. Lying on the coffin were the shiny
medals that had fallen off the coat of one of
the bearers.

We were a sombre party on the train going
back to London. When I got home I realized
how strange the past weeks had been. It was
as though I had been in a state of suspension
but had now come down to earth.

Aunt Sarah and I watched the rerun of the
day on television and wondered at all the
events in which we had played a part.

————
O 1345

SHADOWS OF CRISES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it has
been quite a week. There have been
tragedies, and there have been wonder-
ful events.

In having been to Nigeria this past
year and in having met with family
members of girls who were kidnapped
because they went to Christian schools,
there were three girls I met who had
escaped after they had been kidnapped.
The Kkidnapped girls, it was known,
were being sexually abused and may
have now been sold into sex traf-
ficking, given as wives, and have been
ordered to convert from Christianity to
Islam or be killed. I know there are
some in this town who think they are
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being asked to convert to an Islam that
doesn’t exist as a religion, but to those
girls who are being told they must con-
vert to the religion of Islam or be
killed, it does seem to be a religion.

In having grieved with others around
the world who have been harmed or
who have had family killed or harmed
by radical Islam, it is tragic this week.

I will read a story from Breitbart:

According to the United Nations, ISIS—the
Islamic State—is Kkilling educated women
following shari’a court sentences.

That is a problem. There is nothing
wrong with religious people partici-
pating in government. Most of our
Founders were very strong Christians.
Around a third or so of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence were
actually ordained Christian servants.
So that is a good thing, but when a re-
ligion also becomes the state, then this
is the kind of thing you get, and it is
tragic.

In an article by Edwin Mora, it says:

The U.N. warned on Tuesday that the Is-
lamic State, known as ISIS, ISIL, or IS, is
showing a ‘‘monstrous disregard for human
life”” in the areas it has conquered, which in-
clude swaths of Iraq and Syria.

This article points out:

Nevertheless, President Obama, during his
State of the Union Address delivered Tues-
day night, proclaimed that the United States
“is stopping ISIL’s advance’” in Iraqg and
Syria. Just last week, The Daily Beast, cit-
ing an unnamed Pentagon official, reported
that, despite U.S.-led airstrikes, ISIS is gain-
ing ground in Syria.

The U.N. warned that the jihadist group is
meting out ‘‘cruel and inhuman punishments
against men, women, and children’ through
“unlawful” shari’a courts it has established
in territory under its control.

The civilians falling victim to ISIS’ wrath
are accused of ‘‘violating the group’s extrem-
ist interpretations of Islamic shari’a law or
for suspected disloyalty,” said Ravina
Shamdasani, spokesperson for the U.N. Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights.

ISIS has killed fellow jihadists and local
residents for violating the harsh version of
Islamic law imposed on the areas it now con-
trols.

‘“‘Educated, professional women, particu-
larly women who had run as candidates in
elections for public office, seem to be par-
ticularly at risk. In just the first 2 weeks of
the year, reports indicated that three female
lawyers were executed.”

It goes on:

“The ruthless murder of two men who were
thrown off the top of a building after having
been accused of homosexual acts by a so-
called ‘court’ in Mosul is another terrible ex-
ample of the kind of monstrous disregard for
human life that characterized ISIL’s reign of
terror over areas of Iraq that were under the
group’s control.”

Look. I know, Mr. Speaker, that our
President stood right here at the sec-
ond level and told us ‘‘the shadow of
crisis has passed.” Apparently, he is
not getting the briefings, or maybe the
briefings don’t include just how bad the
situation is around the world. Chris-
tians are being persecuted and are
being killed in greater numbers than at
any time in history since Jesus came.
Jews are being subjected to anti-Se-
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mitic hate in many places, we are told,
which has not been seen since before
and during World War II.

Now, in growing up reading and
studying history, I couldn’t imagine
that there would ever come another
day that we would see hate growing
against Jewish people that could in-
spire another Holocaust. I just didn’t
think it would happen. So, when I had
read about General Eisenhower’s hav-
ing soldiers bring people from the sur-
rounding communities to help clean up
the death camps, I thought: These are
civilians in the community, and that
may have been a little harsh if they
had nothing to do with the death
camps.

I had read that his reasoning was—
and this was many years ago—that he
wanted to make sure that nobody could
ever proclaim that the death camps did
not exist and that they were a figment
of someone’s imagination. He wanted
to make sure that could not happen, so
they were brought out to clean up. Yet,
mere decades later, here we are at a
time when there are radical Islamists
calling for a new, greater Holocaust to
kill Jewish people, calling for the com-
plete wiping off the map of Israel, call-
ing for the complete destruction of
what they call the ‘“‘Great Satan’—the
United States.

The shadow of crisis may have
passed, but the mental image I got
when I heard the President say ‘‘the
shadow of crisis has passed’ took me
back to fifth grade. I was very small in
elementary school, and there was one
guy who could have been two grades
ahead, but he had been held back. He
was about two heads taller than I was.
I was on the playground one day, and
as a little kid, I saw Ray’s shadow pass
me. I turned around, and I got smashed
in the face, and it made my nose bleed.
That was the image I had when the
President invoked the shadow of the
crisis’ passing. If the shadow of this
crisis has passed, then we may be just
about to get smacked in the face by
these radical Islamists, and it will be a
lot more than a bloody nose that ends
up occurring.

This is a very desperate time in the
world for millions of people. Since
they, perhaps, weren’t journalists—the
nearly 2,000 or so Nigerians who were
killed by radical Islamists—Boko
Haram, in Nigeria, didn’t quite get the
attention I thought it should have as
did the horrendous killings in Paris get
the attention, as they absolutely
should have.

Under Western civilization law—and
it was true in the early days of this
country, and it has been true, as far as
I know, under every State’s law. I
know, absolutely, it is true under State
law—when it comes to a physical as-
sault, the law has been clear: pro-
voking words are never a defense to a
physical assault. In this country, under
our law and under the law of every
State, no matter what you say, it does
not justify a physical attack. We have
even had the President of the United
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States basically stand up before the
U.N., stand up in front of media, stand
up in front of crowds, and say that we
need to be more careful.

But he goes beyond that.

He appears to attribute blame for an
attack on the people being attacked to
the point that he and those who work
for him were asked to go out and tell
the country before the 2012 election
that a video was responsible for the
deaths of four Americans who were
serving their country in Benghazi,
Libya. It turns out that that was not
true at all. It turns out people knew
that before that was trotted out.

According to the book written about
the blood feud between the Clintons
and the Obamas, there was a phone call
from Hillary Clinton to her husband in
which she was upset that the President
was asking her to go out and say that
the Benghazi attack was the result of a
video. According to the book, she was
advised that America wouldn’t buy a
lie like that. Ultimately, they decided,
at least, not to have her go on the Sun-
day shows—again, according to the
book—and that, gee, if she resigns,
that might cost him the election, and
Democrats would be upset about it, so
they would never want to nominate her
for President if she resigned and cost
Obama the election in 2012.

That was according to the book as to
why she didn’t resign, but she didn’t go
on the Sunday shows. Susan Rice was
sent out with that task to blame a
video when it was very clear, when
Chris Stevens called, saying that he
was under attack, there was nothing
about a video mentioned. When the
warnings were being given by those
who were aware of a buildup of radi-
cals—and of potential problems even
across the street—nothing was men-
tioned about a video because it wasn’t
about a video; but that would have
been an inconvenient truth so close to
the election.

Our heartbreaks collectively for
these killings, and it is my hope and
prayer—Iliberal women’s groups here in
the United States prefer the easy task
of attacking conservatives and of cre-
ating allegations that, gee, there is
some war on women when, actually, as
I speak, there is a war on women going
on in radical Islamist-held countries.
There is a war on baby women going on
around the world, and there are people
who actually choose to abort babies be-
cause they are baby women.

O 1400

There is a war on women, but it is
not by conservatives in the country,
who want them to have the best health
care they can get, who want young
girls to have the best care they can
get, both in the womb and outside the
womb. This isn’t where the war on
women is occurring.

Although there are still some
vestiges of prejudice against women,
we are very hopeful that since the
President has made such a big issue
about treating women equally, it won’t
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be too long before the White House will
start treating women equally and giv-
ing them equal pay for equal work. So
I am encouraged the President keeps
bringing that up, hoping that will
inure to the benefit of people working
at the White House so they will eventu-
ally be paid what men in the White
House are paid.

I really do hope that liberal women’s
groups that take the easy path—taking
potshots at conservatives—will stand
with us against radical Islam.

I asked mothers of girls who were
kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria:
Did they attack this school because it
was a school for girls? They said that
apparently they didn’t realize that it
was only girls at the school because
they did ask: Where are the boys? Be-
cause they wanted to bring them out
and shoot them, as they did at other
places. When they realized it was only
girls, they took them to become slaves,
sexually and otherwise, and to force
them to convert. But the school wasn’t
attacked because it was a girls school,
because they didn’t know it was only
for girls. They knew it was Christian.

There was also an attack on Chris-
tian women. And I would hope that
even the most atheist of women in the
United States and in Western civilized
countries around the world would start
standing up for the mistreatment of
Christian women who are particularly
being brutalized because of their faith
and because of their sex, combined.

So, of the Presidents we have had
since 9/11, the President failed to men-
tion al Qaeda. And I can understand
that, and I have to be a little defensive
for the President here. He and the Vice
President had been saying before the
2012 election that al Qaeda was on the
run. In some cases, Osama bin Laden is
dead, al Qaeda is on the run, and Gen-
eral Motors is alive.

Well, it turns out if al Qaeda is on
the run, it is a run directly at us and
our allies, our friends. And that is par-
ticularly true of Israel. They consider
Israel the little Satan and us the great
Satan, but we have no better friend in
the Middle East than Israel.

Our President has been overheard on
a microphone that picked him up basi-
cally casting aspersions on the char-
acter of Prime Minister Netanyahu.
Fair people that I have known, if they
ever got caught maligning someone in-
appropriately, they would go out of
their way to show that it was inappro-
priate—I want to make it up, and I
want to show that we are friends. We
may have disagreements, but we are
friends.

Of course, people have read about
him treating Prime Minister
Netanyahu so poorly when he came to
the White House in prior years, having
him sit around. One account said he
was told: Just wait here. And when you
have a change of position, let me know.
I'm going to eat with my family.

The Prime Minister ended up leaving
rather than sitting in his corner for a
timeout, as the President wanted.
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We haven’t seen this President make
clear to the world that Israel is our
friend, as well as to its leader, the peo-
ple, and the legislature they have
elected. We haven’t seen those kind of
outreaches.

And then, we find out the President
is upset that the Speaker of the House
invited Prime Minister Netanyahu to
come speak here on February 11. And
perhaps that is yet another indication
of the ignorance. And, Mr. Speaker and
our Parliamentarian, it doesn’t cast as-
persions to be ignorant of something—
we are all ignorant of things—but ap-
parently there is a blind spot in the
Constitution for the President on a
number of things, and apparently one
is how the legislature works, even
though he has been in the Senate, be-
cause under the Constitution, we can’t
have anybody in the people’s House
come speak here who is not a Member
of Congress, with one exception. Under
the Constitution and Thomas Jeffer-
son’s Rules of the House, under which
we have been operating since 1789—
with modifications, but it has still
been the rule, you can’t come speak in
the House Chamber officially unless
you are invited by the House. You can’t
come speak to a joint session of Con-
gress, both the House and Senate, un-
less both the House and the Senate in-
vite you.

Now how do we know that the Presi-
dent doesn’t really grasp that concept
and is not aware of the constitutional
and the rule ramifications in Congress?
It has been a few years back, but the
President decided, as I recall, that he
was going to come lecture Congress on
a jobs bill and tell us—I think it was 16
or so times—that we had to pass it
right now, right away, failing to men-
tion he didn’t even have a bill.

Nevertheless, the President went out
publicly and the statement was re-
leased that he was going to come to
Congress and speak to Congress on a
specific day at a specific time, and he
had not even spoken to the Speaker of
the House. Maybe he had talked to Ma-
jority Leader REID, but he hadn’t
talked to the Speaker of the House,
and this is the House Chamber where
the House actually has to vote to in-
vite him. He didn’t even bother to see
what was convenient.

And as I recall, not only was there ig-
norance of the rules and the constitu-
tional requirements, but there was also
ignorance about the NFL, what is
known as football here in the United
States, and I believe it was the begin-
ning of the season. The President had
just announced he wanted to come to
Congress. He demanded to come speak
to us, in conflict with the beginning of
the first football game of the season. I
believe it was the first. It was a big
night. After that was pointed out, he
ended up coming and speaking earlier.
But the point being, no President has
ever picked a date, said, Here’s when
I'm coming to speak to the House,
without understanding you can’t come
unless you are invited.
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You are not even allowed to come
give an oral State of the Union Address
unless the House and Senate vote to in-
vite you to speak to a joint session.
That has been the rule since we began.
Under the Constitution, it is not re-
quired that a State of the Union Ad-
dress be orally given in a speech. There
is a constitutional requirement for a
State of the Union report to be given.
But in the early years of our country,
there were times when the President
just sent a report. Here’s my report on
the state of the Union.

So the President has snubbed Con-
gress, the rules, and the Constitution
repeatedly, and then our Speaker is
condemned by the White House for in-
viting a world leader to come speak
here. Again, the President doesn’t real-
ize there is no requirement to check
with the President. If it hasn’t already
occurred, we will have to have a unani-
mous consent or a vote to have the
House approve the invitation of Prime
Minister Netanyahu to come speak
here. That has to happen, if it hasn’t
already.

So there is no requirement to check
with the President. We don’t even have
to invite him over here to speak to do
his State of the Union. And when the
unanimous consent request is made,
anybody here could object to the Presi-
dent coming. I am not aware of that
ever happening. I don’t anticipate that
ever happening.

Interestingly, we have been reading—
when I have been in Israel and talked
to leaders over there, they talk about
the massive pressure by the Obama ad-
ministration to try to push Israel into
getting rid of Prime Minister
Netanyahu. Now we know what our
President did to help support the re-
moval of President Mubarak. We know
that he went even further in Libya,
after Qadhafi—after the 2003 invasion
of Irag—threw all of his weapons sys-
tems open to the United States and
said, You tell me what I can keep, basi-
cally. And as some in Israel have ad-
vised, after Qadhafi’s conversion expe-
rience in fear that the U.S. would in-
vade Libya in 2003, he became more of
a help in going after radical Islamic
terrorists than almost anybody, except
in Israel.

We have got friends around the world
that are trying to help us with radical
Islam, and even our friends in Egypt, a
neighbor of Israel. As many of us
feared, they had an election too quick
after the so-called Arab Spring, which
was more of an Arab nightmare for the
Egyptian people. They had an election
too soon. The most organized group
was the radical Islamic Muslim Broth-
erhood.

It was not really a military coup, and
that has offended the Egyptian people,
as they have indicated, when news
media or the White House have said it
was a coup because you had the largest
uprising in the history of the world
occur in Egypt. It was demonstration
after demonstration for the ages. It
was 20 million, 30 million, 33 million,



January 22, 2015

came the reports of the uprising, of the
around 90 million people in Egypt—
massive. That would be like over 100
million people in America going to the
streets and demanding the President be
removed. It is hard to get a third of the
United States just to go out and vote.
They did more than that. They put
themselves at risk and came to the
streets and said, Enough is enough.

And the Coptic Christian Pope has
told me of how touched he was to have
moderate Muslims, secularists, and
people of different faiths come and lit-
erally and figuratively join arms and
march together to stop the brutality
against Christianity and against Jews
in Egypt.

That was extraordinary. And so much
of our media missed it. I think our
President never really understood that.
Briefings must not have been ade-
quate—or he missed them—but that
was extraordinary. That was an event
for the ages, the Egyptian people upris-
ing in millions like no country had
ever experienced in our entire history
of mankind. Extraordinary. They are
to be commended.

O 1415

What happened?

Yeah, there were even a couple of Re-
publican Senators, but you had the
President, the White House, the State
Department, people condemning Egypt
for saying: We don’t want radical Islam
running our country.

I didn’t realize, but the constitu-
tion—that as I understand this admin-
istration helped with—did not include
a provision for impeachment. We didn’t
give them a peaceable way within the
constitution to remove a leader once
he acted outside the constitution, as
Morsi was doing.

Now, because I have been told by a
former CIA operative—I asked General
al-Sisi while he was still general, be-
fore Morsi was elected: Did you have
evidence that he was trying to have
you killed? I was told by a former CIA
operative that he did.

He was reluctant to respond, but he
eventually responded: Yes, we did. He
didn’t even really need that because of
the unconstitutional actions of Presi-
dent Morsi. Now, I have had friends of
Israel that were saying: We want to
give Morsi a chance because he is real-
ly working to bring peace to the Sinai.

Well, as we found out after the people
arose and a peaceful revolution oc-
curred—I thought about the Egyptian
peaceable revolution as I watched the
movie ‘“‘Selma.” It is tragic that that
ever came about and circumstances
ever came to the point that we were
treating, especially as a Christian,
treating brothers and sisters like that.

Thank God for Martin Luther King,
Jr. We honor him this week. What an
example. People in Egypt know about
Dr. King. The Pope, Coptic Christian
Pope knows of Dr. King. He wanted a
peaceful demonstration, and they were
part of peaceful demonstration.

Unfortunately, radical Islam did not
like being removed. They burned

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

churches. They went after Christians.
They went after Jews. It was so offen-
sive to the moderate Muslims that
make up most all of Egypt that they
even voted, overwhelmingly, for a con-
stitution that required the government
to build back the churches that the
Muslim Brotherhood burned down.
That is historic for the ages.

We have this one country, 90 million,
most Muslim. At one time, there may
have been, as I understand, maybe 10
percent or more Christians, but radical
Islam took over after the alleged Arab
Spring that was anything but a spring.
It is a place of hope with a very, very
difficult road in front of them.

Some of the military leaders were
asking Members of Congress that were
visiting over there about the Apache
helicopters and the tanks that have
been frozen by President Obama’s ad-
ministration and the refusal, for so
long, to provide them.

The military leaders are saying: Does
your President not understand that we
use those Apache helicopters to keep
the Suez Canal open? Does he want a
tragedy at the Suez Canal? Is that why
he is not allowing us to have new
Apaches that we need in order to keep
the Suez Canal properly open and safe?

We use the Apache helicopters to go
after the massive weapon buildup that
occurred in the Sinai under Morsi, and
the Sinai is an area with rapid, huge
weapon buildup under Morsi that is a
threat and was a threat to Israel, our
ally.

Somebody in the administration
needs to get out a memo to everyone
else saying: Look, Israel really is our
friend. Netanyahu has more in common
in his government and what his govern-
ment believes than any other govern-
ment in the entire Middle East with us
here in America. Maybe we ought to go
easy on pushing for a new leader.

Well, it hasn’t happened today. Here
is an article. Not only, apparently, is
the White House furious with our
Speaker—heck, I have been mad with
our Speaker. I am telling you, this is a
good thing, Mr. Speaker, that has been
done here in inviting the Prime Min-
ister of Israel.

Here is an article, since the leader of
our closest ally and friend in the Mid-
dle East, Israel, is coming, this article
from NBCNews.com, Kristen Welker
and Carrie Dann:

President Barack Obama will not meet
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu when he visits the United Na-
tions in March, his administration an-
nounced Thursday, citing a ‘‘longstanding
practice’” of avoiding appearances with heads
of states in close proximity to their elec-
tions.

I guess he is glad that countries
around the world don’t have that same
policy because he was sure running
around before the election wanting to
make appearances with them. I guess it
would only be natural that foreign
leaders would assume, since he did it
before his election, that he would cer-
tainly not want to appear less than
consistent.
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They didn’t use that excuse when the
President gave Prime Minister
Netanyahu a timeout. You wait here, 1
am going to go eat. Let me know when
you have a change of mind.

I mean, that is what parents used to
say to us. That is what some of us, as
parents, have said: Until you are will-
ing to act right, you go to your room.

For a President of the United States
to do that to the leader of the country
that is our best ally in the Middle East
is really extraordinary, so I guess it
shouldn’t be a surprise that he wants
him snubbed before his reelection; but
I also think it is important, Mr. Speak-
er, that we have him here to hear his
side about what Iran is doing.

Some of us, in December, met with
leading investigators at the IAEA in
Vienna to talk about Iran’s current
status, as best they can figure out. I
think it was the most candid meeting
that we have had with representatives
of the TAEA. I appreciate their honesty
and forthrightness.

But Iran’s centrifuges are still spin-
ning. They are still enriching uranium.
They are increasing the amount of ura-
nium that they are enriching. Even
though they are assuring the IAEA
that they are not taking it any more—
they are not taking it past 5 percent
enrichment, people that know about
the enrichment process know it is not
that much of a step to go from 5 per-
cent to 90 percent, have weapons-grade
uranium that can be used for bombs.

I think my friend, Joel Rosenberg, in
his all-too-realistic novel, previously
depicted Iran as developing enough nu-
clear material to use—not just in one
bomb, they wanted enough to use in
several bombs, so that when they got
to that point, in a secret facility that
even the IAEA, U.S., others didn’t
know about, according to the novel,
they were able to prepare nuclear
weapons, multiple nuclear weapons at
the same time and immediately ship
them out in different directions, so
that anyone trying to stop their nukes,
once developed, would have to worry
that if they attacked Iran to stop their
nuclear weapons—they had several—
that it would be unlikely they would
get them all, and that would mean that
nukes would probably show up in Israel
and the United States.

It seems pretty realistic. That seems
like a realistic consideration for Iran.
They seem to be following that proce-
dure, developing as much 5 percent en-
riched uranium, that we know of; but
as even the experts can tell you, it is
possible they have got a facility we
didn’t know about. They have surprised
us before.

This is a tragic time in so many
places in the world. The shadow of the
crisis may have passed us, but too
often, that means, now, the shadow is
passed and the crisis is upon us.

It is time to stand up to radical
Islam and to stand in Erbil and talk to
Kurdish leaders—or outside Erbil, at
the headquarters where they are able
to watch things that are going on; hear
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a Commander say: You have no idea
how heartbreaking it is to see a vehi-
cle, an American vehicle, up-armored
vehicle that the United States pro-
duced that is in the Islamic State
hands, that has now been made into a
massive suicide bomb, comes at our
Kurdish fighters, fighting heroically,
but not having a single weapon that
will stop an American up-armored ve-
hicle as the vehicle comes, as they
know it is going to explode, and it gets
nearer and nearer, and they are frantic.

Everybody watching the video feed,
everybody on the ground there knows
they are not going to stop it because
the United States has not provided the
weapons to our friends that will stop
the weapons, the U.S. weapons that are
in the hands of our enemies. Then, ulti-
mately, the suicide bomb of a U.S. up-
armored vehicle takes out those val-
iant, heroic Kurdish fighters.

These are not people that threw down
their weapons and ran, like so much of
the Iraqi Army did. There are Iraqi of-
ficials that say: This is why we really
needed a small American presence
here, to give us the backbone, to tell
us, ‘‘Here is what you do. Yes, they are
coming, but don’t throw down your
weapons. Go here. Go there.”

We needed that help, that coordina-
tion, the same Kkind of help and direc-
tion, coordination that our embedded
Special Forces, Special Ops people gave
to the Northern Alliance in Afghani-
stan in late 2001 and early 2002, when
the Taliban was initially decimated,
defeated before we added tens of thou-
sands of troops and became occupiers.

It has worked. It worked in Afghani-
stan before we became occupiers. It has
worked when we help people that want
to defend themselves to defend them-
selves.

We have seen over and over these re-
ports that, in Syria, this so-called vet-
ted, moderate Free Syrian Army is
joining forces with al Qaeda affiliates.
This administration still thinks it is a
good idea to send them weapons that
they can use, ultimately, to go after
our friends, the Kurds.

[ 1430

Turkey, our ally and friend, NATO
partner, says we can’t use their bases
to fight the Islamic State. I have got
friends in Turkey, leaders there I have
met with. They don’t like the idea of
the Kurds being armed.

Well, I think it is time the adminis-
tration should announce that we are
not sending weapons to Baghdad so
that they can send what can’t stop the
Islamic State to the Kurds. We are
sending weapons directly to Erbil. We
are sending them directly to the Kurds.

Okay. Turkey, we understand you
don’t like that idea. If you don’t like it
enough, you have a powerful enough
military to stop and destroy the Is-
lamic State by yourself if you want to.
So we would much prefer Turkey take
out the Islamic State by themselves.
But as it appears, Turkey is becoming
more radical in their legislation and
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activities. It explains, perhaps, why
they will not allow us to use our bases
and will not directly, themselves, fight
the Islamic State.

Well, the Kurds are willing. They are
doing it. They are fighting valiantly.
Let’s help them out directly, not
through Baghdad, but directly.

Let’s try to be friends with Israel.
Let’s try not to snub their leaders. 1
mean, since I have been in Congress, 1
have tried to be encouraging when I
have met with other Israeli leaders. Be-
fore Netanyahu became the Prime Min-
ister, we met with others. We encour-
aged them. I wasn’t crazy about some
of the things they were doing, but they
were leaders of our friend Israel, and I
wanted to be their friend. I wish that it
were so with this administration.

Now, we had what was purported to
be the State of the Union Address in
here. We were told ‘‘the shadow of cri-
sis has passed.” I don’t know. I am
finding that maybe the President, a
few years ago when he came and told
us, ‘“Pass my bill right away, right
away, right away,” maybe he didn’t
really know he didn’t have a bill. But
we kept trying for days to get a copy of
his bill, and finally, after a week, there
was no President’s American Jobs Act.

Well, I went ahead and created one,
and what it did was eliminate the big-
gest tariff that any country in the
world puts on their own manufactured
goods. It is called a corporate tax. It
has to be passed on to consumers,
which makes the price of the product
or their services more expensive. Imag-
ine the manufacturing jobs that would
come flooding back to America if we
even just reduced the corporate tax,
this tariff that we are putting on our
own goods.

And I have had reporters around
Washington who don’t really get it say:
Well, how would you make up for the
lost corporate taxes?

Those corporate taxes are paid by
Americans. They are paid by the con-
sumers. Any corporation that doesn’t
pass on that tax is not going to stay in
business. So the consumers pay it. The
American taxpayers pay it anyway.

But what would happen when you
lower the corporate tax rate? Some of
those massive manufacturing busi-
nesses—like the President’s dear
friends own that have moved over to
China and other places—some of them
have told a group of us that went over
there: Well, the biggest reason we had
to move is America had such a massive
and now the highest corporate tax in
the world. If you lower that like to
China levels, 17 percent, we would be
able to be back there.

Now, I loved hearing from leaders of
industry in China that the best work-
ers they have were American workers
in the United States of America. Their
best quality control is right here. Well,
if we would lower the corporate tax,
those jobs would come flooding back.

I loved hearing the President so
pleased that we are becoming energy
independent. Unfortunately, it is not

January 22, 2015

due to anything the Federal Govern-
ment is doing. His administration is
doing whatever it can to slow down en-
ergy production of oil and gas that we
are so reliant on, and production from
Federal lands, under his watch, is down
significantly.

So it is all the private sector that
has done this, Sarah Palin and others
saying, ‘‘Drill, baby, drill.” That has
actually happened, and now we have
got an abundance. It has brought down
gasoline prices.

And what is the Democrat reaction
to prices of gasoline going down? Well,
that means we need to add some taxes
to gasoline. Really?

I loved hearing the President say we
need to do infrastructure, except,
dadgummit, I remember him talking
about that repeatedly when he first be-
came President. That is why he said we
had to have this massive $900 billion,
because we are going to build infra-
structure.

And what did he do? He got the $900
billion from a Democratic House and
Senate, and only a fraction of it went
to infrastructure. We were told it was
going to go to shovel-ready jobs, and
then we find out some years later, well,
actually there was no such thing as the
shovel-ready jobs. They did send it to
companies like Solyndra and others
that lived high off the hog for a while
and then went broke. I am sure they
are getting some other grant some-
where else.

Which brings us to another story,
which was reported as a bombshell, a
story by Richard Pollock, ‘‘Bombshell:
IRS Has Active Contract for Millions
With Company HHS Fired Over
Botched Healthcare.gov’’ Web site.

Wow. Well, no wonder the President
wants more money. He is still doing
deals for millions of dollars with people
they paid massive millions of dollars to
do a Web site that didn’t work. We
have had people come to the Hill and
say: We could have done that for about
one-twentieth of the cost of what was
paid and actually had it working.

But things are a little better in
Texas. I loved hearing the President
take credit for jobs that have been cre-
ated in Texas. Unfortunately, when
you look at the jobs that his policies
have helped create around the country,
the biggest thing he has helped create
is part-time jobs in numbers like we
have never had before.

I love when he brings people in here
to hold them up as good examples. I
wish he had brought some of my con-
stituents, some of whom are broken-
hearted because their part-time job
went from 39 hours to 29. They had to
get a second one. And they have also
lost what benefits they did have at
their first employment. Now they are
spending more time away from their
children, making less.

I know he has the image that $15,000
a year is supposed to support a family
of four, but what most people in busi-
ness can tell you—especially small
business that employs about 70 percent
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of American workers—the minimum
wage is entry level. And when I talk to
people at places like McDonald’s, they
are not even paying the minimum
wage. They are paying more than that.
And places where oil is being drilled
and gas is being drilled, they are pay-
ing a lot more than minimum wage.
Some of them are paying bonuses be-
cause that is what happens when the
Federal Government does not impede
the ability of industry and of American
entrepreneurialism.

But here, also, the President wants
to provide net neutrality. I want neu-
trality. I want Internet neutrality. But
I don’t want the government taking
over because I know his friends end up
doing well and his enemies don’t do
well.

I would like to make sure that the
market is able to play. I would love it
if he had come in here and said: You
know what? We have wasted a lot of
money trying to prop up solar energy
and wind energy. We have squandered
massive amounts of money, of taxpayer
dollars, money we have had to borrow
from China that won’t be paid back in
my lifetime. But here is a tax notion.
Let’s eliminate the subsidies for every
energy form, whatever it is, eliminate
them. Nobody is going to get subsidies.
Nobody gets grants. Good luck.

What would that mean? It would
mean the free market would take over.

And when I hear the commercials,
oh, buy a solar energy whatever, air
conditioner or whatever it is, heater,
buy it now because the subsidies may
be running out before long, well, let’s
run them all out. Let’s let energy be
determined by the free market without
government intervention, without
using the Tax Code.

I am pleased that perhaps the Presi-
dent has heard some of us. As we have
said, the President keeps talking about
Warren Buffett paying a lower tax rate
than his secretary, but he has never of-
fered any solutions to fix that, as some
of us here have. What would be the best
solution? Well, bring down the sec-
retary’s income tax rate to the capital
gains rate that Warren Buffett is pay-
ing. That is how you do it.

I just love Arthur Laffer, Ronald
Reagan’s former economic adviser,
such a brilliant guy. He explained to a
group of us a few years ago here—and I
am paraphrasing Arthur—he said: I
hear people talking about we are going
to tax the rich. The rich, he says, are
the ones you are not going to tax.

Now, if you say we are going to tax
this activity of the rich, they will
change the activity. They can do that
because they are ultrarich. If you say
we are going to tax you in this loca-
tion, this State, this city, this country,
they are ultrarich; they can move.
That is what rich people do.

So if one State where Secretary
Kerry has his yacht has a really high
tax, well, what is he going to do? He is
going to do what he has done. He is
going to move the yacht to a State
that has a lower tax. That is what rich
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people do. So you may say: I am going
to go after the rich and tax them, real-
ly put it to them, and then spread that
wealth.

The ultrarich are the ones you are
not going to tax. They will move. The
rest of us, we can’t just say: You know
what? I am going to go be a lawyer in
another country, another place.

You can’t just do that. You have got
to go through all kinds of training.
You just can’t do that. You can’t go be
a Member of Congress somewhere else.
You can’t just pick up your job and
take it when you are middle class or
you are poor.

So what happens when somebody
says we are going to increase taxes on
the rich, well, they move. They change
their activity. They avoid the tax be-
cause they can do that. That is why
Warren Buffett can say he is not wor-
ried about the inheritance tax. He
takes actions to make sure he is not
going to get hit with it. The poor can’t
do that. Of course, you have to have
over a minimum amount now, so the
poor don’t get hit with it, but the mid-
dle class does.

My great-aunt was middle class
through and through—as they say, land
rich, cash poor. Land prices dropped
within 6 months of her death. The IRS
took every acre of her 2,500-acre farm.
Every acre. They sold her home at an
auction because land prices dropped.
The FDIC had dumped land around
there. Prices dropped. Under the inher-
itance tax, it is the value of that land
at the time of the death. They took
every acre, took the home place. The
people she had specified in her will that
would get specific things didn’t get
them. The IRS got them.

That is why I went when the call
went out to family members to please
show up and buy whatever you can so
that we can keep it in the family. Yes,
that lady was middle class. She lived
middle class. I had been to her home
numerous times. You wouldn’t find
anything that you would say was even
upper middle class. They took every
acre of her land, her home for taxes.

But if you are ultrarich, you don’t
run into that situation. You buy insur-
ance policies. You convert the way you
get income. You move cash here, there,
to other countries. You can do that.
But not when you are middle class.

So the policies of this President have
caused, for the first time in American
history, 95 percent of America’s income
to go to the top 1 percent.
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The President admitted it a couple
years ago, yeah, he was aware that
happened. Well, how about working
with the rest of us who have some good
ideas that would increase the number
of middle class, moving people up from
poor; increase the people moving from
lower middle class up to upper middle
class; and moving people from middle
class to wealthy? We want that. That is
what we hope for. We don’t want to
bring down people from where they
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have done well, even if they are one of
the few that were born on third base
and have gone through life thinking
they hit a triple. We want everybody to
do well. And if you get jealous of them,
your life is going to be ruined.

I loved the quotes from Martin Lu-
ther King, so many of them brought
out in the movie ‘““Selma’: If you get
eaten up with anger, revenge—and in
the cases around here—jealousy, you
are the one that is going to be miser-
able. Let’s encourage people to get
wealthy not by taking from the
wealthy and bringing people down.
Let’s have a flat tax: if you make
more, then you are going to pay more;
if you make less, then you are going to
pay less.

Mr. Speaker, let me just conclude by
saying that in 40 years over 57 million
babies have been killed here in Amer-
ica. As a father who held a premature
daughter in my hand and had her grasp
the end of my finger with her tiny lit-
tle hand, it wrenches my heart to
think there are people that will want
to kill a baby girl of that same age.
Let’s stop. God bless the March for
Life.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
THEODORE EMILE ‘““BO’’ DOLLIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Jopy B. HICE of Georgia). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. RICHMOND)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, before
we left after this workweek, I wanted
to make sure that I came to the floor
and took the time to recognize the loss
of a cultural icon in New Orleans and a
family friend.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the life of Theodore Emile ‘“‘Bo’ Dollis,
the Big Chief of the Wild Magnolias
Mardi Gras Indians and a cultural icon
in New Orleans for decades. Bo Dollis
died this week at the age of T1.

Though his family did not want him
to join the Mardi Gras Indians as a
child, Bo secretly sewed his own suit at
his friend’s home. He joined the Wild
Magnolias as a Flag Boy and quickly
rose in their ranks, becoming Big Chief
in 1964, a position he held until his
health no longer allowed it.

As Big Chief, just as his mentor, Big
Chief Allison ‘‘Tootie’’ Montana, did,
Bo encouraged the Indians to shun vio-
lence and instead hold prettiness con-
tests when one group would meet an-
other. Bo was also instrumental in
bringing the music of the Mardi Gras
Indians to an audience beyond New Or-
leans. With Bo Dollis on lead vocals,
the Wild Magnolias recorded their first
single in 1970 and their first album in
1974. Under Bo’s leadership, the group
toured all over the world, opened for
Aretha Franklin, and played at Car-
negie Hall. This week, the New Orleans
Jazz and Heritage Festival announced
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