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Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ROUNDS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business for 1 
hour, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the Democrats controlling the first 
half and the Republicans controlling 
the final half. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING WENDELL FORD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
many have now heard the sad news 
that one of the giants of Kentucky pol-
itics passed away last night. Wendell 
Ford first came to the Senate in the 
1970s, calling himself just ‘‘a dumb 
country boy with dirt between his 
toes.’’ But over a distinguished two- 
decade career, this workhorse of the 
Senate would prove he was anything 
but. 

I had the opportunity to watch my 
Senate colleague up close as he as-
cended to leadership in his party and 
established himself as a leader on 
issues of importance to my State. A 
proud Kentuckian who rose from page 
in the statehouse to Governor of the 
State, Ford shaped the history of the 
Commonwealth in ways few others had 
before him. 

He never forgot the lessons about 
hard work he learned while milking 
cows or tending to chores on the family 
farm. This World War II veteran never 
backed down from a fight either. 

We imagine he approached his final 
battle with the same spirit. Elaine and 
I, and I am certain I speak for the en-
tire Senate, send our condolences to 
his wife Jean—Mrs. Ford, as Wendell 
often called her—and the rest of the 
Ford family at this difficult time. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Senator ENZI was going 
to be here, so I am hoping his schedule 
will allow him to use his time this 
afternoon. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, yester-
day we had an interesting debate on 
climate change in the Senate, and 
there were three separate votes. The 
first one I and virtually all the Repub-
licans supported, the Whitehouse 
amendment No. 29, said climate change 
is real and not a hoax. 

This is true. Climate has always 
changed, and I think there is an effort 
by those on the other side who are try-
ing to promote the big Obama program 
that would cost $479 billion and not ac-
complish anything in terms of setting 
up a new bureaucracy of trying to say 
we are denying that climate changes. 

As I said on the floor yesterday, cli-
mate has always changed. If we go 
back and read history, look at archeo-
logical findings, and read the Scrip-
tures, it has changed since the very be-
ginning of time. We know it is real. 

The hoax is that somehow there are 
people so arrogant who are going to go 
along with the President’s program to 
say: Yes, if we spend enough money we, 
the human beings, can stop the climate 
from changing. I think people do un-
derstand that is not going to happen. 
So I am very happy we were able to get 
it out so it cannot be used in a way 
that would be deceptive to the public— 
because the climate has been changing 
since the beginning of time. 

The hoax I have referred to since 2002 
is that man is going to be in the posi-
tion to change climate. That is not 
going to happen. 

What is interesting is these votes 
could have taken place any time over 
the last year. I hope I am not divulging 
something someone else is going to 
use, but we are on pace now to have 
more amendments and votes on this 
one bill—a popular bill—than we had 
on amendments in the entire year last 
year. 

We were very critical of the majority 
and the fact that we were not doing 
anything here. I would go home this 
last year and people would say: What 
did you accomplish? 

Nothing. We didn’t have any votes. 
We didn’t do anything. 

We had 15 votes on amendments in 
the entire year last year. By the end of 
today we will have that many votes on 
amendments just in 1 week. So it is 
very significant that we are actually 
getting things done. 

Why did the Democrats not have a 
vote on the Keystone Pipeline or on 
climate? Because voters don’t care or 
because people have lost interest in 
that. They have caught on. They know 
that, despite the money that has been 
put in this thing by Tom Steyer—we 
have already talked about that on this 
floor—that went into midterm elec-

tions, the proglobal warming votes 
would be seen negatively by voters. 

This wasn’t true back in the 1990s. At 
that time they had everyone scared 
that global warming was coming and 
the world was going to come to an end. 
There was polling by the Gallup polls, 
and that was the No. 1 and No. 2 con-
cern in America. Environmental con-
cerns are now No. 14 out of 15 in Amer-
ica. 

So that is where it is. That is why 
Tom Steyer has spent, by his own ad-
mission, some $70 million on the elec-
tions. He stated he was going to get in-
volved in eight senatorial elections— 
and I say to the Presiding Officer, he 
knows which ones they would be—and 
they lost them all. But Tom Steyer is 
not out of money, and they are going 
to do what they can to try to resurrect 
this global warming as an issue. 

So the Gallup polls—and not just the 
polls. The Pew Research Center said 53 
percent of Americans either don’t be-
lieve global warming exists or believe 
it is caused by natural variation. I 
don’t have it here, but I do know there 
was a university that put together a 
poll of all of the television weather 
people and it came out to the same 
thing: It was 63 percent said either it 
doesn’t exist or, if it does exist, it ex-
ists because of natural causes. 

What do the American people care 
about? They are concerned about the 
deficit and they are concerned about 
jobs. 

Yesterday on the floor we talked 
about the deficit. Under this Presi-
dent—not a believable figure but an ac-
curate figure—he has increased the 
debt in America more than all Presi-
dents in the history of America, from 
George Washington to George Bush. 

So that is what people care about. 
As chairman of the Environment and 

Public Works Committee, one of my 
top priorities in this Congress is to 
conduct vigorous oversight of EPA reg-
ulations and getting into President 
Obama’s excessive regulation regime 
through numerous hearings. We are 
going to have hearings on these regula-
tions. We actually have dates set al-
ready to have hearings so people will 
understand what the cost is of these 
regulations. 

The Presiding Officer is from a rural 
State, as I am. I am from Oklahoma. 
When I talk to farmers—in fact, Tom 
Buchanan, president of the Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau, said I can use his quote: 
Our farmers in Oklahoma—and I sug-
gest all throughout America—are more 
concerned about the EPA regulations 
than they are all the other problems 
that are out there or anything that you 
will see in the farm bill. 

He talks about the endangered spe-
cies, that they can’t plow their fields 
anymore in certain places because 
there might be some kind of a bug 
down there. He talks about contain-
ment of fuel on their farms. He talks 
about the water of the United States. 
That bill is probably the No. 1 concern 
of farmers. 
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