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be transitioned into the new plan just 
approved through this waiver. 

The answer to our Nation’s health 
care problems is not the broken status 
quo of ObamaCare. Indiana has shown, 
and will continue to show, that reform-
ing traditional Medicaid and offering 
innovative health care solutions is the 
right way to empower individual citi-
zens as they seek access to quality 
health care. Once again, Indiana is 
leading the way nationally by creating 
State-based innovative ideas for gov-
erning. 

As I serve individuals and Hoosiers 
here in Washington, I have often 
turned to what I call the Indiana model 
as a blueprint for a more efficient and 
fiscally responsible Federal Govern-
ment. I developed a legislative road-
map that I call the Indiana Way—a 10- 
point plan that takes the model of In-
diana, which it has put in place and 
proven over the last 10 years, and the 
ideas that I have gathered from Hoo-
siers as I travel about the State—ideas 
and plans that will make our State and 
Nation stronger. Innovative and effec-
tive solutions put forward in Indiana 
are what is desperately needed in 
Washington today to put our country 
back on a path to economic growth and 
opportunity. 

I congratulate Governor Pence and 
our State on this terrific news, and I 
look forward to continuing to highlight 
Hoosier’s success stories and the Indi-
ana way. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

wish to acknowledge my colleague 
from Alaska, and I appreciate the com-
ments he made this morning in his 
first speech on the Senate floor and in 
choosing to clearly focus on the oppor-
tunities that we have as a State and 
the challenges we face. 

I do feel it is unfortunate that, as a 
State, it seems that our largest battle 
is against our own federal government. 
How unfortunate is that? I feel very 
fortunate to have him as a partner here 
in the Senate as we take on these ini-
tiatives that have such impact and are 
of such import to our State and to how 
we fit with the other 49 States. We 
have no shortage of issues to take up 
when it comes to Federal overreach 
and the impact it has on our Nation 
and our State and how we will be able 
to develop our resources. I look for-
ward to working with the Senator in 
these different areas. 

I do have to comment, given where 
we are in the discussions here on the 
Senate floor about the Keystone XL 
Pipeline and what benefit that infra-
structure will provide to this country 
by way of a resource that will help us 
with our energy security and truly 
helps us with our national security, is 
it not better to receive oil from our 
friend and our ally Canada than it is 
from Venezuela? To me these are sub-
jects that should not even merit that 
level of discussion because it is just 
common sense. 

Yet this President and his adminis-
tration have taken 6 years to get to a 
point where they may decide on this 
issue. It has taken 6 years to decide 
whether it is in our country’s best in-
terest to receive oil from a friend and 
neighbor rather than from those who 
would do us ill. And then in a stunning 
act on Sunday—in one breath—this ad-
ministration has taken an area that 
has been identified as the greatest 
source of oil potential that we have in 
this country, outside of Prudhoe Bay, 
with an estimated mean average of 10.3 
billion barrels, which could provide 1 
million additional barrels a day that 
would come down the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline, which my colleague has 
talked about, and would help us to pro-
vide our Nation with the resource we 
need and would not only help us from a 
jobs and energy perspective but also 
from a security perspective. 

On one hand, the President is saying, 
nope, I think I would rather continue 
to receive oil from Venezuela and Nige-
ria and all these other countries, and 
then on Sunday he just decides to put 
it off limits—the greatest source of oil 
we have identified in this country to 
date. 

Just this morning, the President re-
leased his 5-year lease-sale plan, which 
is putting off—not deferring but with-
drawing—areas in the Beaufort and the 
Chukchi, which will limit our oppor-
tunity for the 23 billion barrels of po-
tential in the offshore there. 

As my colleague has noted, the Presi-
dent has taken off half of the national 
petroleum reserve—the area we have 
designated for accessing our oil and gas 
resources. There is a move underfoot 
right now where this administration, I 
believe, is going to make the first pro-
duction in NPRA and push it to a place 
where it will be uneconomic. 

We have a stunning situation. This 
administration says they want an all of 
the above energy policy, except maybe 
in Alaska. We can’t do it in ANWR. We 
are going to push you off of NPRA, and 
offshore we are going to make it that 
much more difficult for you. We are 
going to put the throttle on Alaska’s 
energy opportunities for this country. 
We are going to put the throttle on 
Canada and say: Don’t run it through 
the United States—not down into the 
gulf coast where we have these refin-
eries. 

What is he doing? He is putting our 
national security at risk with actions 
such as these. 

So when we talk about Keystone XL, 
this is more than just a pipe or piece of 
infrastructure crossing the border. We 
are talking about energy security and 
national security. Then we have ac-
tions from this administration this 
week that choke off Alaska’s energy 
opportunities. This is why I need my 
colleague in this fight. Believe me, the 
Alaska delegation is prepared for it. 

It just causes us to wonder why. 
What are they thinking? What about 
energy security and national security 
for this country? We have the potential 

to be secure. North American energy 
independence is not a myth. It is real. 
But we have to have the will to make 
it happen—we certainly have the re-
sources. We just need the ability, the 
opportunity to be able to develop them. 
So get out of the way and let us do 
that. 

My colleague from Washington and I 
have been working all morning trying 
to see if we can’t identify a series of 
amendments that we might be able to 
move to this afternoon. We would like 
to give colleagues a sense of how we 
are going to be advancing through 
these additional amendments, get some 
additional amendments up pending, 
and really lay out that process. I think 
we have had really constructive con-
versation this morning, and I am en-
couraged. Obviously, we have a few 
more issues to work out, but I am 
hopeful we will be able to announce— 
hopefully in the short term—a glide-
path that will give Members a little 
more certainty. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:46 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN). 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT— 
Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah. 

GUANTANAMO DETAINEES 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
rise in support of S. 165, which restores 
many of the terrorist detainee transfer 
safeguards that were weakened in the 
fiscal year 2014 National Defense Au-
thorization Act, as well as imposes a 2- 
year bar on the transfer of detainees to 
Yemen. 

This legislation has been authored by 
Senator KELLY AYOTTE, one of the Sen-
ate’s foremost leaders on national se-
curity, and its cosponsors include the 
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, Senator JOHN MCCAIN, and the 
chairman of the Select Committee on 
Intelligence, Senator RICHARD BURR, as 
well as the Senate’s preeminent expert 
on military law, Senator LINDSEY GRA-
HAM. 

I am honored to add my name to the 
list of Senators who have cosponsored 
this legislation. 

Mr. President, the effect of this legis-
lation is to preserve the ability of the 
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