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has made quite a name for herself within the 
community. 

Sally is a proud mother of five, grandmother 
of twelve, and great-grandmother of one. In 
1951 Sally received a Bachelor of History De-
gree from Mercyhurst College and then went 
on to earn her Master of Education Degree 
from Gannon University. Sally worked for the 
Erie School District as a classroom teacher 
and guidance counselor, both unique positions 
that allowed her to positively influence the 
lives of many. After 30 successful years, Sally 
retired from the Erie School District however; 
she continues to play a significant role in the 
education system. 

Sally has actively participated in over 30 
civic organizations, proudly making community 
service a central part of her life. She has 
served on countless advisory boards, commit-
tees, councils, and task forces, voluntarily 
committing her time and efforts to support 
these initiatives. As a result of her educational 
background and expertise, Sally’s participation 
has been an asset to various organizations, 
including Penn State Education Association— 
Department of Pupil Services (President), 
Mercyhurst College Alumni Board, Villa Maria 
Academy Board of Trustees, Erie School Dis-
trict Middle School Evaluation Committee 
(Chairman), Erie Guidance Counselors Asso-
ciation (President), Memorial School PTA 
(President), Northwestern Pennsylvania Per-
sonnel and Guidance Association (Secretary), 
Wayne School Truancy Prevention Program 
Board, Wattsburg School District Advisory 
Committee, and the Committee for Better 
Schools (Vice Chairman). 

In addition to her loyalty to education, Sally 
is also a dedicated advocate for safety. Her 
sincere desire to protect the vulnerable and 
create an overall safe and secure environment 
has motivated her to participate in local, coun-
ty, state, and national organizations such as 
the Northwest Pennsylvania Business Coali-
tion for Homeland Security, Erie County Public 
Safety Citizens Corps, Neighborhood Revital-
ization Task Force, Erie Bureau of Police— 
Citizens Police Academy, Greater Kahkwa 
Neighborhood Watch (Coordinator), Erie 
Neighborhood Watch Council (Trustee/Officer), 
Presque Isle State Park (Advisory Committee), 
Erie County Juvenile Probation Diversion 
Committee (Chairman), Erie County Children 
and Youth Advisory Board, Child Welfare 
League of America, Children Services Advi-
sory Board, Erie County Children Services, 
Western Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice Advi-
sory Committee, and Erie County Youth Serv-
ices Coordinating Council. 

Sally’s involvement does not stop there, she 
also proudly associates herself with the Erie 
Rotary Club, Erie Yacht Club, and Jaycee 
Wives Auxiliary (President). Sally is a catalyst 
for improvement throughout Erie County and 
the determination and passion she displays is 
truly remarkable. To this very day, Sally enthu-
siastically participates in 13 organizations, 
humbly remaining a fully engaged community 
volunteer. 

Sally has built a legacy based on altruism, 
compassion, and faithfulness. She has set a 
standard of excellence and generosity that will 
inspire others for generations to come. Sally is 
the epitome of a service-minded citizen and 
her selfless contributions are admirable and 
noteworthy. On behalf of many, I would like to 
express sincere gratitude and appreciation to 
Sally Carlow Kohler, a respectful Community 
Champion. 

HONORING DR. NADER J. SAYEGH 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who self-
lessly give of themselves to serve the general 
good are the heartbeat of every community. 
Such is the case with Dr. Nader J. Sayegh, a 
lawyer and educator by profession who has 
done a great deal to give back to society. 

Dr. Sayegh worked in education in many dif-
ferent capacities for more than 40 years, hold-
ing various titles and roles ranging from teach-
er and principal to superintendant. In that time 
he also received a law degree from Pace Uni-
versity, and has practiced every kind of law 
from personal injury and criminal to real estate 
and immigration for over 23 years. 

But Dr. Sayegh’s true passion is community 
involvement. Giving back to society was al-
ways an important tenet of his philosophy in 
life. He has served as Trustee for Yonkers 
Public Schools, a Liaison for the Westchester- 
Putnam School Boards Association, and a 
member of Yonker’s Mayor Mike Spano’s Edu-
cation Re-Design Team, which looks for posi-
tive ways to reform the way we teach our kids. 
He serves as Chairman of the Charter Revi-
sion Committee, the President of the Yonkers 
Board of Education, and if all of that wasn’t 
impressive enough, he is also multi-lingual. 

Dr. Sayegh’s work has been recognized and 
honored by many incredible organizations fo-
cused on civic engagement, including the 
NAACP, the March of Dimes, and the Red 
Cross. 

On October 9th, 2014 another great organi-
zation, the Salvation Army, honored Dr. 
Sayegh at their annual dinner. I want to con-
gratulate Dr. Nader Sayegh on this well-de-
served recognition and thank him for the 
countless contributions he has made to better 
our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD D. ‘‘DICK’’ 
GILROY 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Richard D. ‘‘Dick’’ Gilroy, a great Hoo-
sier and valued friend who passed away on 
January 25, 2015. On that Sunday evening we 
lost a committed husband and father, as well 
as a dedicated community servant. I consider 
the words recorded on the floor of this House 
to be the official record of our nation. As such, 
please allow me to submit the following: 

After law school, Dick Gilroy joined the of-
fice of former Indianapolis Mayor, Richard G. 
Lugar, where he served the citizens of the city 
admirably and where he met Sue Anne 
Starnes, who he would marry in 1973. 

Having been a member of the United States 
Army Reserve, Dick Gilroy was a patriot who 
cared deeply for our nation and the ideals of 
American Exceptionalism. As one who be-
lieved deeply in the sacred American principle 
of ‘‘innocent until proven guilty,’’ Dick contin-
ued to serve the people of Indianapolis as a 
public defender, and later as a Magistrate 
Judge. 

Always close to politics and public service, 
Dick Gilroy was the perfect spouse ‘‘behind 
the scenes’’ as his cherished wife ran for 
statewide office and served two celebrated 
terms as Indiana’s 58th Secretary of State. 

Mr. Speaker, we live in an age when the 
spouse of an elected official may often times 
play an integral role in the success of the offi-
cial’s public service. The unelected spouse will 
often share the work and time commitment of 
his/her partner. Dick Gilroy understood the sig-
nificance of this role and executed it faithfully 
always supporting the efforts of his wife and 
understanding her commitment to public serv-
ice. For that reason he was a tremendous 
asset to Sue Anne and her staff alike. In that 
role he greatly served the state and country 
he loved so much. 

Dick believed in using his talents and pas-
sion to improve the lives of those in his church 
and community. He created Young Life bas-
ketball and tutoring program through Taber-
nacle Presbyterian Church and led the min-
istry for ten years. The program influenced the 
lives of those who participated and the volun-
teers who supported it. Dick is still referred to 
as ‘‘Coach Gilroy’’ by those who participated 
in the program. 

As another Gilroy family friend recently re-
marked, Dick Gilroy was the ‘‘salt-of-the-earth’’ 
and one of the ‘‘best’’ human beings anyone 
would come across. Those of us who were 
lucky enough to ‘‘experience’’ Dick Gilroy, 
whether we are former Gilroy staffers, per-
sonal friends, professional colleagues, or com-
munity leaders, could not be more in agree-
ment with these statements. 

He was a caring and strong father, a loving 
husband, and a great mentor to young lawyers 
and public servants like me. Aside from 
coaching troubled kids, he played a great deal 
of sports himself, including hockey. I remem-
ber Dick telling me one time when I was play-
ing as an adult that ‘‘the only appropriate bev-
erage after a hockey game is a LaBatt’s 
Blue.’’ Growing up in Detroit, and being so 
close to our northern neighbor, Dick was al-
ways allowed this one indiscretion. 

Dick Gilroy leaves his wife of 41 years, who 
along with him, serves as a mentor and friend 
to Kathy and me. He also leaves his son, 
Grant, and two granddaughters. Dick has fi-
nally been reunited with the Gilroy’s beloved 
daughter, Emily, who preceded him in death. 

While leaders always lead, and the leader-
ship that the Gilroy family has provided Indi-
ana for so many years will certainly continue 
on, Hoosiers experienced a setback in losing 
Dick Gilroy so unexpectedly. Because so 
many of us gained so much from him and the 
quiet leadership he provided, he will always be 
cherished, missed, and emulated. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY BILLS 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the three Homeland Security bills 
under consideration today. H.R. 615, the DHS 
Interoperable Communications Act, is a bipar-
tisan bill which would improve communication 
between the many components of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. It is critical for our 
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Homeland Security Department to have a 
state-of-the-art communications infrastructure. 
The Department needs that infrastructure to 
ensure the smooth functioning of everything 
from routine daily operations to terrorism re-
sponse efforts. To understand the importance 
of a strong communications network, we only 
need to look back a few weeks ago, when 
radio communications failed in a Washington 
Metro tunnel as emergency officials worked to 
rescue passengers trapped aboard a smoke- 
filled train. 

H.R. 361, the Medical Preparedness Allow-
able Use Act, would use grant funding to en-
hance our nation’s preparedness for chemical 
and biological events. It is an unfortunate fact 
of modern life that our nation faces genuine 
threats from chemical and biological attacks. It 
makes sense for us to take precautions which 
will put us in a position to deal with such at-
tacks if they occur. 

Finally, H.R. 623, the Social Media Working 
Group Act of 2015, would authorize the De-
partment of Homeland Security to establish a 
social media working group, which would offer 
guidance to the emergency preparedness and 
response community on how to use social 
media. I have spent years using social media 
to communicate with my constituents, and 
have found it extremely effective in rapidly dis-
seminating important information to a wide au-
dience. Emergency services need to be taught 
how they can best use social media to quickly 
and effectively communicate with Americans in 
the period surrounding a terrorist attack or 
other crisis. 

All three of these bills take sensible steps to 
further protect the American people against 
threats to their well-being. I urge the House to 
pass these bills. 

f 

HONORING AURELIA GREENE 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the people who 
devote their lives so selflessly to public service 
are the ones who transform and change entire 
communities. Such has been the case with 
Aurelia Greene, my longtime friend and part-
ner in government, whose distinguished career 
of public service has made a positive, lasting 
impact on the Bronx and far beyond. 

A native Bronxite, Aurelia is a graduate of 
Livingston College at Rutgers University, 
where she majored in Community Develop-
ment. Following school she became a Public 
Agency Administrator, a prelude to her even-
tual calling in government. She was elected 
female district leader for the 76th district be-
fore winning the Assembly seat in the Bronx’s 
77th district in 1981. For the next 27 years, 
Aurelia served in the Assembly with distinc-
tion, using her urban planning skills to nego-
tiate for affordable housing, healthcare, a qual-
ity education and employment opportunities for 
all New Yorkers. She regularly sponsored edu-
cational and informational seminars to aid her 
constituents on issues of concern, and worked 
hard to bring economic development and busi-
nesses to her district. 

Aurelia’s legislative achievements are many, 
as she introduced and passed a number of 
important bills in the State Legislature during 

her time as Assemblywoman. Rising through 
the ranks, she became the Speaker Pro Tem-
pore of the Assembly in 2006, the first African- 
American to hold the prestigious position 
which oversees the chamber in the absence of 
the Assembly Speaker. She also chaired the 
Assembly’s Bronx delegation as the longest 
serving member in the Assembly from the 
Bronx. 

In 2009, Aurelia was asked to serve as 
Deputy Borough President by newly elected 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. She has 
been a steady voice and excellent confidant 
for the borough president ever since. 

Aurelia celebrated her 80th birthday in Octo-
ber, 2014 at a gala brunch hosted in her 
honor. As I was in attendance, I had the great 
pleasure of wishing her nothing but the very 
best on the occasion, and thanked her for all 
of her amazing service to the public good. 

f 

DR. ALVIN V. BLOUNT, JR. 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to commemorate 
the contributions of Dr. Alvin V. Blount, Jr., a 
decorated veteran, civil servant and pioneer. 
Dr. Blount is not only a decorated military sur-
geon; he is also recognized as an outstanding 
physician in the Greensboro medical commu-
nity. 

Dr. Blount was born February 24, 1922, in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, and was the eldest of 
four children. He attended North Carolina A&T 
University in 1939 and graduated magna cum 
laude in 1943. After completing his under-
graduate degree, he attended Howard Univer-
sity earning his Medical degree in 1947. 

After, Dr. Blount entered the military as a 
member of the U.S. Army Medical Corps. He 
served two tours of military duty in Korea dur-
ing the War and returned to Greensboro in 
1952. In 1957, Dr. Blount, a surgeon by train-
ing, became the first African American in 
North Carolina to earn the American College 
of Abdominal Surgeons’ certification. 

In 1964, Dr. Blount championed the integra-
tion of Cone Hospital in Greensboro and 
would become the first African American to 
operate there. Dr. Blount’s distinguished sur-
gical career includes service as chief of sur-
gery for L. Richardson Hospital; a position he 
held for 23 years. He was also responsible for 
establishing the hospital’s first quality improve-
ment committee. 

On February 1, 2007, Dr. Alvin V. Blount, 
Jr., received the 2007 Human Rights Medal 
from his alma mater North Carolina A&T State 
University. The Human Rights Medal is one of 
the highest awards given by the University 
and it is presented to an individual for their ex-
traordinary contributions to humanity. 

Dr. Blount Jr. has been married to Gwen-
dolyn Harris for over 40 years. They are the 
proud parents of seven children. They also 
have nine grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Blount’s contributions to 
our great nation are many. He bravely served 
his country during the Korean War and was 
time and time again a trailblazer in the field of 
medicine. I ask my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing the appreciation of a grateful nation. 

RECOGNIZING ALCALDESSA 
MARCIE WALDRON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Marcie Waldron, who 
has been named the City of Sonoma’s 2015 
Alcaldessa, or Honorary Mayor. The title ‘‘Al-
calde,’’ or ‘‘Alcaldessa’’ when referring to a 
woman, is the Spanish word for ‘‘mayor.’’ 
While the Alcalde was the primary civil author-
ity during the Spanish colonial period in Cali-
fornia, in modern times, it is an honorary title 
bestowed upon invaluable members of the 
community. 

Ms. Waldron has lived in Sonoma for 12 
years, where she has given back to the com-
munity as a leader and member of community 
organizations. She is the president of the Vin-
tage House board, a non-profit organization 
that promotes the well-being of elderly citizens 
by encouraging independence and involve-
ment in community life. Ms. Waldron also 
serves as the interim president of the WillMar 
Family Grief and Healing Center, which pro-
vides support to families grieving the loss of a 
loved one or living with family members with 
a life-altering illness. Outside of her leadership 
roles with these non-profit organizations, Ms. 
Waldron serves as a board member of the 
Sonoma Community Center and Kiwanis of 
Sonoma Plaza. 

In addition to her involvement in community 
organizations, Ms. Waldron works to raise 
awareness about organ donation. Herself a 
double transplant recipient, Ms. Waldron 
speaks to schools and organizations honoring 
donors and stressing the importance of organ 
donation. Ms. Waldron also works to recog-
nize donors through her ‘‘LifeStar’’ program, 
which gives donors hand-made silver LifeStar 
pendants in appreciation for their gift of life. 

Mr. Speaker, Marcie Waldron is a beloved 
and vitally important member of the commu-
nity and it is appropriate that we acknowledge 
her today as Sonoma’s Alcaldessa for 2015. 

f 

HONORING YONKERS KIWANIS 
CLUB 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, civic organiza-
tions play an indispensable role in our society 
by serving their communities and setting re-
sponsible public examples of how vol-
unteerism and service can assist, enrich and 
inspire rising generations. Civic pride is truly 
the tie that binds our nation together. 

The feeling of belonging to the larger whole, 
and the practice of serving the greater good is 
part and parcel of our responsibilities to each 
other. Those are the tenants that have guided 
the Yonkers Kiwanis Club, which celebrated 
its 85th year of service to the Yonkers com-
munity in 2014. 

The Yonkers Kiwanis Club received its 
Charter on November 11, 1929, and has been 
an integral part of the community for decades. 
Since its founding, the Yonkers Kiwanis Club 
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