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ELECTING MEMBERS TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. T1

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON ETHICS.—Mr. Capuano,
Ms. Clarke of New York, Mr. Deutch, and Mr.
Larson of Connecticut.

Mr. BECERRA (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ZINKE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
ROTUNDA OF THE UNITED
STATES CAPITOL FOR A CERE-
MONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
JACK NICKLAUS

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on House Administra-
tion be discharged from further consid-
eration of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 12, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 12

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF ROTUNDA OF THE CAPITOL
FOR CEREMONY TO PRESENT CON-

GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO JACK
NICKLAUS.

The rotunda of the United States Capitol is
authorized to be used on March 24, 2015, for
a ceremony to present the Congressional
Gold Medal to Jack Nicklaus. Physical prep-
arations for the conduct of the ceremony
shall be carried out in accordance with such
conditions as the Architect of the Capitol
may prescribe.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COOPPORTUNITY HEALTH
INSURANCE FACING LIQUIDATION
(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to draw your attention
to CoOpportunity Health, one of 23 in-
surance co-ops created by ObamaCare.
These plans have been awarded ap-
proximately $2 billion in taxpayer dol-
lars. CoOpportunity specifically re-
ceived $146 million in Federal loans.

On December 23, 2014, the Iowa insur-
ance commissioner submitted a peti-
tion for an order of rehabilitation of
CoOpportunity Health. The company
now faces liquidation.

Approximately 120,000 of CoOppor-
tunity’s customers, most of whom live
in Nebraska, have been told they need
to find a new insurance carrier. I am
extremely concerned about this situa-
tion for Nebraskans needing health
coverage and for the taxpayers who
have seen millions of dollars lost and
millions more put at risk. This is one
more example of ObamaCare’s failure.

Last month, I sent a letter to HHS
Secretary Burwell seeking more infor-
mation about these concerns. Ameri-
cans were promised they could keep
the insurance they had and liked, and
now we are seeing they cannot even
keep the insurance this very law cre-
ated.

This is one more reason I look for-
ward to voting tomorrow to repeal this
harmful law.

———

WELL WISHES FOR MAYOR
COLLINS OF TOLEDO, OHIO

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
give reassurance and hope to Sandy
Collins and the family of the mayor of
Toledo, Mike Collins, who, yesterday,
was involved in a very serious auto-
motive accident. He apparently had a
heart attack while he was driving after
trying to prepare the city crews for the
level 3 snowfall that was about to
come.

Then there was the heroic act that
has saved his life, though he is in crit-
ical condition at the University of To-
ledo Medical Center. A woman named
Evelyn Johnson—mother of eight chil-
dren and grandmother of five—saw his
SUV that had crashed into this tele-
phone pole. She stopped her car on her
way to work, and she and another man,
a good Samaritan who came along, had
to pry him out of the car. It was still
running. He still had his foot on the
gas, but he was completely uncon-
scious. She and the other gentleman
administered CPR at the direction of
the 911 crew in the city of Toledo.

I am so proud of my hometown and
the love and the care and the prepared-
ness that they demonstrated to care
for our mayor. We pray to God that he
will fully recover and that his injuries
will be healed. We give comfort to his
wife, Sandy. We know she is at his side.
Our entire community reaches out to
them. And we congratulate Mrs. John-
son for her incredible heroism in help-
ing our mayor.
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CHASKA STUDENT COUNCIL TAK-
ING ACTION TO END TRAF-
FICKING

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the House passed 12 different
bills combating the growing crime of
sex trafficking by protecting victims
and bringing traffickers to justice.

In addition to the action that Con-
gress is taking, however, it takes peo-
ple on the ground, in our communities,
stepping up to deal with this issue. I
would like to highlight some of the ef-
forts that are being done by some stu-
dents in Chaska, Minnesota, who are
making efforts to put an end to this
horrible problem.

The Chaska High School Student
Council, led by senior Luke
Standbrook, is helping fight sex traf-
ficking by organizing assemblies to
help fellow students know the signs of
trafficking in their community. They
are also organizing fundraisers to help
raise money for organizations that help
victims of human trafficking.

Mr. Speaker, it is rewarding and en-
ergizing to know that there are young
leaders like Liuke in the senior student
council who are working to have such a
strong impact in putting an end to this
horrific crime, and I am proud of their
efforts.

———

THE MEASLES OUTBREAK

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Today, Mr.
Speaker, I sent a letter to the Food and
Drug Administration and the Centers
for Disease Control requesting an alert
to the public that highlights the im-
portance of our children becoming vac-
cinated for this outbreak of measles,
particularly the MMR.

The United States is experiencing a
large multistate measles outbreak that
started in California in December of
2014 and has spread to six additional
States and Mexico. From December 28,
Mr. Speaker, through January 21, 2015,
51 confirmed cases linked to this out-
break have been reported to the CDC:
42 from California and nine from six
other States—three in Utah, two in
Washington, one in Oregon, one in Col-
orado, one in Nebraska, and one in Ari-
Zona.

But the spread of this is enormous.
The most disturbing aspect of this out-
break is that 86 percent of the patients
who have contracted the disease had ei-
ther been unvaccinated or had an un-
known vaccination status. The out-
break is aggravated by the large num-
ber of children whose parents have cho-
sen not to get the MMR vaccine.

What I want to focus on, Mr. Speak-
er, is for us to be cautious and for us to
be able to do the right thing. The sad-
dest case was an 8-month-old baby in
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Arizona—innocent—who was exposed
to the measles.

I ask that we take this seriously, as
a member of the Homeland Security
Committee, and find a way to alert
parents to make the right decision for
their children. I will be continuing to
work on this and have asked my own
community to send out an alert to help
save those children and the others who
are vulnerable to the measles out-
break.

———

SITES RESERVOIR PROJECT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as Cali-
fornia enters what looks like its fourth
year of a severe drought, we need to
take action so that when we do finally
get rain once again, we will be able to
store it.

Sites Reservoir is a project that has
been talked about for many, many
years in northern California that would
store nearly 2 million acre-feet of
water in its best possible configura-
tion. So we need to take that action. A
little bit later on in this session, we
will be introducing legislation to au-
thorize that.

We also need help from the Bureau of
Reclamation in putting the funding
forward to finish the feasibility studies
that are necessary to go from talk,
from dream, to getting construction
going and having the water reservoirs
that we need for California to stave off
drought in the future years.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
begin by welcoming our new members
and by thanking the gentlewoman from
Ohio, Congresswoman MARCIA FUDGE,
for her leadership of the Congressional
Black Caucus during the 113th Con-
gress. Thanks to her dedication and
tireless work, this caucus is better po-
sitioned to address the diverse chal-
lenges of the African American com-
munity.

I also want to thank the new CBC
chair, the Honorable Congressman G.K.
BUTTERFIELD of North Carolina. I am
confident that he will do a great job
leading this caucus with steadfast com-
mitment to justice and to building an
America that works for everyone.
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Let me also thank my counterpart,
the Honorable Congresswoman ROBIN
KELLY, for joining me in leading the
CBC Special Orders this year. I am
truly honored to take on this new role,
and I look forward to working with her
as we help carry out the critical mis-
sion of this caucus.

Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago, in the
midst of the civil rights movement,
hundreds of brave men and women
gathered in Selma, Alabama, to begin a
long, arduous march to Montgomery in
support of the fundamental truth: that
every American, regardless of what
they look like, has the right to vote.

[ 1930

On March 7, 1965, 600 men and women
set out from Selma following the death
of 26-year-old Jimmie Lee Jackson, a
deacon from Marion, Alabama, who
died from gunshot wounds inflicted by
a State trooper at a nonviolent dem-
onstration.

Theirs was a peaceful, nonviolent
march, but it was met with fierce bru-
tality. It would take the marchers two
more attempts to arrive at Mont-
gomery; but on March 25, after a 12-day
journey, they did arrive.

Since that day, our country has made
significant strides in achieving equal-
ity and justice for all, but significant
challenges remain unmet. Tonight, we
will examine where we have come
from, where we are, and where we
would like to go as a society. We must
be ready to go.

In 1965, Selma became the focal point
of voter registration efforts in the
South. At the time, only 2 percent of
the city’s eligible African American
voters had been able to register. The
impact of Selma to the Montgomery
march was profound.

As Dr. King said, ‘‘Selma produced
the voting rights legislation of 1965.”
The Voting Rights Act of 19656 banned
discriminatory voting requirements
that disenfranchised African American
voters throughout this country; yet,
today, the dream of full equality is
still something many African Ameri-
cans can only dream of.

Where we are, nearly 6 years after
the end of the recession, people still
struggle to find work, and the gap be-
tween the rich and poor continues to
grow. For African Americans, this situ-
ation is severe, given the dispropor-
tionate effect of unemployment on our
communities.

At the same time, there remains
widespread poverty, a defining chal-
lenge of our time. This persistent eco-
nomic inequality threatens to undercut
the gains that African American com-
munities have made, and it undermines
the idea of economic mobility, the idea
that if you work hard in this country
and have ambition, you can get ahead.
The economic crisis is not only facing
African American communities.

Where we are in education, education
is the most important economic invest-
ment we can make now and for future
generations; yet, across the country,
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we still have seen cuts to education at
all levels and attacks on critical pro-
grams like Head Start and Pell grants.

These attacks undermine the ability
of African Americans to get ahead—
that is why I strongly support Presi-
dent Obama’s new, bold initiative for
free access to community colleges—so,
too, do efforts to dismantle social safe-
ty net programs which our commu-
nities depend on. Those efforts are irre-
sponsible, unjust, and contrary to who
we are as Americans.

The Congressional Black Caucus will
make criminal justice reform a center-
piece of our agenda. We will work to re-
duce the epidemic of poverty in this
country. We will work to create edu-
cational opportunities for African
American children, and we will support
efforts to strengthen our 105 Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.

The CBC also remains committed to
fighting against efforts to dismantle
the social safety net. We are deter-
mined to restore section 5 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act and to make sure every-
one, regardless of what they look like
or where they come from, has equal ac-
cess to the polls, and we resolve to en-
sure that increasing diversity in this
Nation is reflected in American cor-
porations.

Together, these policies will bring us
closer as a nation where we are empow-
ering the communities of African
Americans, and they will benefit from
the full equality and live the American
Dream. There is no doubt that we are
in difficult times in this Nation.

Injustices are widespread and threat-
en some of our most fundamental
rights, but we will find no answers in
apathy, no comfort in complacency. As
we always have, we will continue the
march for progress, for freedom, for
justice, and for equality for all.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor and
privilege now that I yield to the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Illinois, Ms.
ROBIN KELLY.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Thank you,
my friend from New Jersey. It is an
honor to host with you this year. I am
excited about the work ahead for the
CBC in the 114th Congress. I also want
to acknowledge the great job that Con-
gressman Horsford and Congressman
JEFFRIES did in hosting the Special
Order hour in the 113th Congress. I also
want to honor our past chair, Congress-
woman MARCIA FUDGE, for all of her
great work.

Discussing 50 years from Selma,
where we were, where we are, and
where we are headed, I expect this to
be very stimulating, frustrating, and
rewarding all at the same time. It re-
mains that we have a lot of work to do.

Mr. PAYNE. I thank the gentle-
woman.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, it is my
honor and privilege for the first time in
the 114th Congress to have the chair-
man of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, G.K. BUTTERFIELD, address us, and
I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.
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