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The Senate met at 4 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

We praise You, Lord, for You have
rescued us. You refuse to permit our
enemies to win. Help us to so live that
the generations to come will know of
Your mighty acts.

Today, give our lawmakers the sin-
gularity of heart to seek, find, and fol-
low Your will so that their legacy will
be exemplary. Guide them in the path
You have created, inspiring them with
the potency of Your powerful presence.
May they trust You in times of adver-
sity and prosperity, knowing that they
will reap a productive harvest if they
persevere.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CORKER). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 203

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
vious order with respect to H.R. 203 be
modified so that the Senate proceed to
the consideration of H.R. 203 at 11 a.m.
on Tuesday, February 3, 2015, with all
other provisions of the order being in
effect.

Senate

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of my colleagues, this moves the
vote on the Clay Hunt suicide preven-
tion bill to noon tomorrow. We are all
doing this because of unforeseen weath-
er events that have created travel
problems for Senators on both sides of
the aisle.

————————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to H.R. 240.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 5, H.R.
240, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes.

————————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now be in a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

WELCOMING BACK THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, let
me say first that I want to welcome
back our colleague, the minority lead-
er. He has had a challenging month. We
are happy to see him back here in the
Senate. We wish him well in his recov-
ery, which looks as if it is coming
along nicely.

Welcome back, I say on behalf of all
of our colleagues to the Democratic
leader.

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET AND
CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION FOR AMERICAN VETERANS
ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
his State of the Union Address, Presi-
dent Obama promised to deliver a
budget filled with ‘‘ideas that are prac-
tical, not partisan.” I know many
Americans were glad to hear him say
that. The American people elected a
right-of-center Congress focused on
jobs and reform, so it makes sense that
a President would want to send com-
monsense ideas that could pass the
Congress that the people actually
elected last November.

He could have proposed a budget that
was balanced. He could have challenged
us with serious, innovative reforms
aimed at getting spending under con-
trol or effective ideas to create jobs
and opportunity. There are so many
positive things he could have done in-
stead of phoning in another tired tax-
and-spend manifesto. We basically see
the same thing every year. It focuses
on growing the bureaucracy instead of
opportunity. It does not balance ever.
Because it isn’t designed to pass Con-
gress, of course it doesn’t pass Con-
gress.

The budget is just one symptom of a
wider disconnect. Rhetorically, at
least, we hear the White House echo
Republican calls for policies aimed at
helping the middle class, but then we
see the White House push more of the
same stale, top-down policies favored
by political bosses over on the left. As
Americans who have lost health plans
or who are seeing health costs sky-
rocket could tell you, the left’s prior-
ities often hurt the very people they
purport to help.

This is the wrong approach. We need
fresh ideas. Republicans want the
President to join us in fighting for the
middle class, so we think he should
take opportunities such as the budget
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