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Obama made his choice in November.
Now it is time for us to make ours.

The President chose to sidestep Con-
gress, and in the process to avoid de-
bate and to rewrite our immigration
laws on his own. Now we must decide:
Are we going to be a deliberative body
or are we going to be a rubberstamp for
the President’s agenda, whoever the
President is happens to be in power,
whether it is now or years from now?
Are we going to be that kind of legisla-
tive body that just rubberstamps what
the President does, or are we going to
exercise our prerogative as an inde-
pendent coordinate branch of this gov-
ernment to make sure our laws are
faithfully and carefully executed in a
manner consistent not only with the
wishes of the people but also with the
formula prescribed by the Constitu-
tion? Are we going to acquiesce to an
Executive who disregards the bound-
aries of his office, or are we going to
stand up for the rule of law and for the
will of the American people?

I choose the latter. I urge my col-
leagues to choose the latter. I hope my
colleagues will join me in voting to at
least begin debate on H.R. 240. This is
a debate the American people have
been waiting for Congress to have for
far too long. If not now, when? The
time is now. We need to get on this
bill. We need to debate it. We need to
allow our constituents to be heard.

The American people have a will, and
that will is expressed though regular
elections. Those elections choose those
people who occupy seats in this Cham-
ber and in the House of Representa-
tives. We must represent them. We
must do so in a manner fully con-
sistent with the oath that every one of
us has taken as required by article VI
of the Constitution. We can begin to do
that by voting to proceed to H.R. 240
tomorrow.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

CLAY HUNT SAV ACT

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, last
night tens of millions of Americans
watched the Super Bowl, a game that
has become a national tradition, some-
thing of an American holiday—and for
good reason. Competition, grit, and
hard work can bring out the best in all

of us. But not all Americans were
watching.
Last night, just like every other

night of the year, there were young
American men and women, humbly and
without complaint, shouldering the
burden of protecting their follow citi-
zens from harm. Some were doing this
overseas, in places both familiar and
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unfamiliar to us. Others were here in
America doing the hard training that
is necessary to hone their warrior
skills to protect us.

I had the privilege of being with
thousands of these fine young Ameri-
cans last night at the Army’s National
Training Center, the NTC, at Fort
Irwin, CA. Just as in the Super Bowl,
they were on the field engaged in fierce
competition, force-on-force operations,
as part of some of the best, most chal-
lenging military training anywhere in
the world.

But unlike the Super Bowl, there
were no winners or losers last night—
just winners. Among the participants
at NTC are 3,000 soldiers from a battle-
hardened Army Stryker brigade based
in Fairbanks, AK, along with hundreds
of paratroopers from other military
bases across Alaska. I felt immense
pride in watching them train last
night.

These young men and women, volun-
teers all, selflessly stand ready to fight
and give their lives for our great coun-
try. With all due respect to my distin-
guished colleagues from New England
who are deservedly celebrating today,
it is very important to keep in mind
that America’s true patriots were on
the field last night in places such as
Fort Irwin, Baghdad, and Kabul.

We have an important opportunity to
honor their service tomorrow as we
prepare to vote on a bipartisan bill to
make sure the patriots in our military
have the resources and care that can
help them fight the despair of suicide.
Tomorrow we vote on the Clay Hunt
Suicide Prevention for American Vet-
erans Act, which I was proud to cospon-
sor and help pass out of the Veteran’s
Affairs Committee.

This bill is named for a true Amer-
ican hero, a decorated Marine who
fought in Afghanistan and Iraq and
who struggled with despair and ulti-
mately took his own life. This bill will
start to bring greater awareness and
services to the devastation that too
many of our finest fall sway to. I en-
courage all of my distinguished col-
leagues to vote for this bill tomorrow
so we can get it on the President’s desk
for his signature as soon as possible.

A vote tomorrow will be a vote for
Clay Hunt, for his courageous family,
and for all the families and their loved
ones who have lost someone to the na-
tional tragedy of suicide.

This will be a vote for my State,
Alaska, which proudly boasts the high-
est number of veterans per capita in
the United States but, sadly, has the
highest rates of suicide in our country.
This is also a personal vote for me. It
is a story I do not share often or light-
ly. As an officer in the Marine Corps,
both on Active Duty and in the Re-
serve, I have personally witnessed the
struggles, at times tragic, that some of
our service men and women undergo.

The suicide of a young Alaskan ma-
rine under my command still haunts
me. You always wonder: Could I have
done more? With the proper awareness
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and resources this marine might be
alive today. That is why we need legis-
lation such as the Clay Hunt bill. When
I cast my vote tomorrow, it will be a
vote for all of our veterans but particu-
larly for the families who have suffered
the unspeakable pain of suicide.

This is a good bill. It is a good start.
As my distinguished colleague from
Connecticut calls it, this bill is a down-
payment on our debt to our veterans. It
will not solve all the problems they
face, including rates of suicide among
veterans that are far too high in this
country. But it is an important begin-
ning. I ask my colleagues to vote for
this bill tomorrow.

I yield the floor.

———

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CONGREGATION NER
TAMID

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
in celebration of the 40th anniversary
of Congregation Ner Tamid in Hender-
son, NV. With its strong commitment
to serving others, Congregation Ner
Tamid is an integral and deeply valued
part of the Las Vegas community.

As the largest Reform synagogue in
the State of Nevada, with a member-
ship of more than 600 families, Con-
gregation Ner Tamid is an important
center for the Jewish community. For
decades, the congregation has provided
opportunities for religious education to
members of all ages and helped sustain
important Jewish traditions that have
been practiced for centuries. At the
same time, Congregation Ner Tamid
has worked to develop strong, inter-
faith relationships with other commu-
nities in southern Nevada. Congrega-
tion Ner Tamid hosted the Interfaith
Council of Southern Nevada’s annual
Thanksgiving observance this past No-
vember, bringing together people with
diverse spiritual views in a unified
commitment to mutual understanding
and cooperation.

In particular, I appreciate the value
Congregation Ner Tamid places on
serving others and working to improve
the Las Vegas community. Congrega-
tion Ner Tamid is committed to help-
ing the homeless, engaging in impor-
tant political discussions, and pro-
viding support to individuals and fami-
lies through a variety of programs and
events.

I extend my congratulations to Con-
gregation Ner Tamid on this important
anniversary, and I thank Rabbi San-
ford Akselrad, Cantor Jessica
Hutchings, president Jacky Rosen, and
the past presidents of Congregation
Ner Tamid for their leadership and

dedication.
———
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to engage in a col-
loquy with Senator WYDEN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
for the purpose of entering into a col-
loquy with the senior senator from Or-
egon and ranking member of the Fi-
nance Committee in regards to the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

As the senior senator from Oregon
knows, the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund was created in a bipartisan
manner to help safeguard national
parks, rivers, lakes and critical habi-
tats for wildlife in all fifty States. Over
the years, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund has helped protect
some of our Nation’s most treasured
places. Two such places are located in
Delaware. They are the Bombay Hook
National Wildlife Refuge and the Prime
Hook National Wildlife Refuge. Now
that Delaware has a new national
park—the First State National Histor-
ical Park—the State has even more op-
portunities to take advantage of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

As you know, every year, some of the
royalties from drilling for oil and gas
on public lands are paid into the Land
and Water Conservation Fund. Despite
over $900 million coming into the fund
every year, only about one-third of
that amount actually goes toward con-
servation. The funding is diverted else-
where, despite the huge unmet need
across our country to safeguard na-
tional parks, national forests, national
wildlife refuges, rivers, lakes, and crit-
ical wildlife habitat.

Two weeks ago, I sought to bring an
amendment up for a vote on S. 1, the
Keystone XL Pipeline Act, in an effort
to address some of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund funding issues.
Critical habitats are impacted every
year by the building of pipelines like
the Keystone pipeline. Therefore, in-
creasing funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund to help
counter these impacts seemed like a
relevant issue to debate and vote on.
Unfortunately, my amendment was ta-
bled, along with other Democratic
amendments, and we were not able to
have that debate and vote. Although I
am disappointed we were not able to
address this issue on this piece of legis-
lation, I am determined to continue to
work on this issue.

Let me say to my colleague, our
ranking member, I know you have been
a long-time champion for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. I would wel-
come the opportunity to work with you
and your staff on legislation that not
only reauthorizes the program, but
also better ensures that the revenues
credited to the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund each year are no longer
diverted, but are used instead to meet
more of our Nation’s critical conserva-
tion needs. Would the Senator be will-
ing to work with my staff and me?

Mr. WYDEN. I want to thank the sen-
ior Senator from Delaware for raising
this important issue. I would be happy
to work with him on this issue because,
as my friend and colleague from Dela-
ware knows, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund is not only good for the
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environment but good for local econo-
mies. Economists have determined that
communities that are near or part of
protected natural resources have better
and more sustainable economic out-
looks than communities that are not.

In addition to the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, I have been work-
ing on longer term solutions to the
need to reauthorize the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act, as well as the need to
consistently fund Payments in Lieu of
Taxes. These programs share a similar,
though not identical, vision as the
Land and Water Conservation Fund in
that they seek to support the rural
communities that house some of our
most important conservation-based
treasures. I know the Senator seeks to
support these sorts of American com-
munities and so, while we are working
on ensuring the stable continuation of
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, we can also work together on
these funds.

Mr. CARPER. I thank the Senator.

————————

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Foreign Relations has
adopted rules governing its procedures
for the 114th Congress. Pursuant to
rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, on behalf of
myself and Senator MENENDEZ, I ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the
committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS
RULE 1—JURISDICTION

(a) Substantive.—In accordance with Sen-
ate Rule XXV.1(j)(1), the jurisdiction of the
committee shall extend to all proposed legis-
lation, messages, petitions, memorials, and
other matters relating to the following sub-
jects:

1. Acquisition of land and buildings for
embassies and legations in foreign countries.

2. Boundaries of the United States.

3. Diplomatic service.

4. Foreign economic, military, technical,
and humanitarian assistance.

5. Foreign loans.

6. International activities of the Amer-
ican National Red Cross and the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross.

7. International aspects of nuclear en-
ergy, including nuclear transfer policy.

8. International conferences and
gresses.

9. International law as it relates to for-
eign policy.

10. International Monetary Fund and other
international organizations established pri-
marily for international monetary purposes
(except that, at the request of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, any proposed legislation relating to
such subjects reported by the Committee on
Foreign Relations shall be referred to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs).
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11. Intervention abroad and declarations of
war.

12. Measures to foster commercial inter-
course with foreign nations and to safeguard
American business interests abroad.

13. National security and international as-
pects of trusteeships of the United States.

14. Ocean and international environmental
and scientific affairs as they relate to for-
eign policy.

15. Protection of United States citizens
abroad and expatriation.

16. Relations of the United States with for-
eign nations generally.

17. Treaties and executive agreements, ex-
cept reciprocal trade agreements.

18. United Nations and its affiliated orga-
nizations.

19. World Bank group, the regional devel-
opment banks, and other international orga-
nizations established primarily for develop-
ment assistance purposes.

The committee is also mandated by Senate
Rule XXV.1(j)(2) to study and review, on a
comprehensive basis, matters relating to the
national security policy, foreign policy, and
international economic policy as it relates
to foreign policy of the United States, and
matters relating to food, hunger, and nutri-
tion in foreign countries, and report thereon
from time to time.

(b) Oversight.—The committee also has a
responsibility under Senate Rule
XXVI.8(a)(2), which provides that ..
each standing committee . . . shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the appli-
cation, administration, and execution of
those laws or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within the jurisdiction of the
committee.”

(c) “Advice and Consent” Clauses.—The
committee has a special responsibility to as-
sist the Senate in its constitutional function
of providing ‘‘advice and consent” to all
treaties entered into by the United States
and all nominations to the principal execu-
tive branch positions in the field of foreign
policy and diplomacy.

RULE 2—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Creation.—Unless otherwise authorized
by law or Senate resolution, subcommittees
shall be created by majority vote of the com-
mittee and shall deal with such legislation
and oversight of programs and policies as the
committee directs. Legislative measures or
other matters may be referred to a sub-
committee for consideration in the discre-
tion of the chairman or by vote of a majority
of the committee. If the principal subject
matter of a measure or matter to be referred
falls within the jurisdiction of more than one
subcommittee, the chairman or the com-
mittee may refer the matter to two or more
subcommittees for joint consideration.

(b) Assignments.—Assignments of members
to subcommittees shall be made in an equi-
table fashion. No member of the committee
may receive assignment to a second sub-
committee until, in order of seniority, all
members of the committee have chosen as-
signments to one subcommittee, and no
member shall receive assignments to a third
subcommittee until, in order of seniority, all
members have chosen assignments to two
subcommittees.

No member of the committee may serve on
more than four subcommittees at any one
time.

The chairman and ranking member of the
committee shall be exr officio members, with-
out vote, of each subcommittee.

(c) Hearings.—Except when funds have been
specifically made available by the Senate for
a subcommittee purpose, no subcommittee of
the Committee on Foreign Relations shall
hold hearings involving expenses without
prior approval of the chairman of the full
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