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been little accountability from the inter-
national community when the mission fails
to report or act to protect civilians.

The way to address these problems is not
play into the hands of the perpetrators and
to remove the imperfect last line of defense
for many civilians, but rather to reinforce
the peacekeeping mission so that it can
carry out the mission that has been set out
for it.

The UN Security Council, including Rus-
sia, must live up to its own commitments in
terms of justice and accountability. The year
2014 will close with the latest briefing of the
UN Security Council on Darfur by the Chief
Prosecutor to the International Criminal
Court (ICC) Fatou Bensouda. Amazingly, this
is the 20th such briefing since the Council re-
ferred the case of Darfur to the ICC.

In her last such briefing, Bensouda admon-
ished the Security Council for its failure to
take action in the face of ‘‘total impunity”’
in Darfur and called for ‘‘a dramatic shift in
this Council’s approach to arresting Darfur
suspects’. Six months later little has been
done to support the court.

Sadly, the only dramatic shift has come on
the part of the Government of Sudan whose
latest intransigence is mind-bogglingly
being met with more welcome than con-
demnation. For the sake of past victims of
genocide and those now in the cross-hairs of
the sharpest uptick in violence in nearly a
decade, the Security Council must respond.

DEAR MADAM, DEAR SIR, DEAR COLLEAGUE,

Please find below a statement released
today by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF) regarding the aerial
bombing of a hospital operated by MSF in
Sudan on January 20, forcing the suspension
of medical activities.

You may find the full statement below,
and on the website.

Sincerely,
MANUEL LANNAUD.

SUDAN: MSF HOSPITAL BOMBED IN SOUTH

KORDOFAN

NEW YORK/PARIS, January 22, 2015.—A hos-
pital operated by the international medical
humanitarian organization Doctors Without
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) was
directly targeted in an aerial bombing in
Sudan on January 20, forcing the suspension
of medical activities, MSF announced today.

The hospital, located in the Nuba Moun-
tains village of Frandala in the South
Kordofan region of Sudan, was bombed by
the Sudanese Air Force (SAF). Repeated and
targeted bombings in the region prevent the
safe operation of medical activities, depriv-
ing the local population of lifesaving care.

“We condemn in the strongest terms the
bombing of the Frandala hospital,”’said Marc
Van der Mullen, MSF head of mission. “With
more than 100 patients present, we were very
lucky not to have more casualties because
people simply had no time to seek protec-
tion. Everyone is shocked and frightened of
further attacks.”

Approximately 150 patients and staff were
in the hospital when a SAF fighter jet
dropped a cluster of 13 bombs, two of which
landed inside the hospital compound. The
others struck just outside the hospital fence.
One MSF staff member and one patient were
injured. The property also suffered damage.

The attack is part of an indiscriminate
bombing campaign in South Kordofan, a fea-
ture of the war between authorities in Khar-
toum and rebels groups in the Nuba Moun-
tains. Health facilities are not spared, adding
to the suffering of the population created by
the bombing raids.

The Frandala hospital was previously
bombed in June, 2014. That attack took place
despite the Sudanese government’s knowl-
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edge of the hospital location and its activi-
ties, which had been previously commu-
nicated to the authorities by MSF. One pa-
tient was Kkilled in the attack and several
others were wounded. The hospital also sus-
tained significant damage. MSF publicly
condemned the attack and demanded respect
of medical facilities.

“Today there can be no doubt that this was
a deliberate and targeted bombing on a civil-
ian hospital structure and part of a strategy
to terrorize the community,” said Van der
Mullen. “MSF again calls on Khartoum to
respect assistance provided to the popu-
lation. Despite this latest setback we will
try to find a way to continue to provide care
to the population caught in this largely un-
documented war.”

MSF is one of the few health care providers
in South Kordofan. The MSF facility in
Frandala, featuring outpatient and inpatient
wards, began operating in 2012. Nearly 80,000
consultations have been performed, along
with close to 4,000 hospitalizations.

—————

FUND HOMELAND SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 56 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
President has issued an AUMF, which
is the authority to determine the ques-
tions of war and peace, particularly in
light of the dangers we face with ISIS.
In spite of that, we are holding hostage
the funding of the armor of security for
this Nation, the Department of Home-
land Security, the committee upon
which I have sat since the horrible, hei-
nous act of 9/11.

We take our work very seriously. We
know that we oversee the national se-
curity of this Nation, along with the
very important aspect and leadership
of our Defense Department. Every day,
we are mindful of the roles that indi-
viduals play who are a part of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

Rather than looking to be concerned
about the dangers of unaccompanied
children, as our Republican friends
seem to be, challenging the President’s
thoughtful executive actions within
the context of his constitutional au-
thority, we are now using those reasons
for holding hostage the very armor of
domestic security.

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you, the
TSA officers that I see as I travel
around this country are front liners. I
speak to them all the time. They have
protected this Nation from various at-
tacks—or potential attacks, might I
say—stopping threats that many of us
are not even aware of. These very
faithful workers, along with border se-
curity workers, will have to work with-
out pay. There will have to be a reor-
dering of the strategies of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, 40,000 Border Patrol
agents; 50,000 TSA personnel; 13,000 Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement,
or ICE, officers; 40,000 Coast Guard; and
4,000 Secret Service officers will be
threatened by this.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I demand that
we do the right thing, with 8 legislative
days left. Fund the Department of
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Homeland Security. Speak in a tone
that is that of America. Defend our Na-
tion. Protect our Nation. Stop this po-
liticizing of the funding of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

I ask the Republicans to join me in
an important patriotic effort. Fund the
Department of Homeland Security.

———

TRIBUTE TO ERNIE BANKS, AM-
BASSADOR FOR BASEBALL, MR.
CUB

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, as we celebrate African Amer-
ican History Month, I rise to acknowl-
edge and pay tribute to one of the most
outstanding athletes in the history of
baseball but also one of the most con-
genial personalities in public life,
Ernie Banks, also known as Mr. Cub,
Mr. Chicago, and Mr. Ambassador for
Baseball.

Ernie Banks was indeed a superior
athlete, playing 19 years for the Chi-
cago Cubs, named MVP in 1958 and 1959,
named to the All-Star team 12 times,
hit .274 with 512 home runs, voted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame on his first
year of eligibility. But it was actually
his cheerful attitude and his love of the
game that made him such a popular
player.

Ernie was always the absolute opti-
mist. You could always count on him
to express a most positive attitude:

Everyday was a good day; let’s play two.

No matter what the Cubs’ record,
this was the year that they could win
the pennant and become World Series
champions.

After his playing days were over,
Ernie became a coach and was active in
the community. He founded a chari-
table organization, became the first
Black Ford Motor Company dealer in
the United States, and even ran unsuc-
cessfully for the Chicago City Council.

A few years ago, Ernie approached
me about an effort he had underway to
get young athletes who grew up in the
inner city and depressed communities
to pool some of their resources and re-
invest in the rebuilding and redevelop-
ment of these neighborhoods. He was
an inspiration to stars like Magic
Johnson, Isaiah Thomas, and others
who are doing just that.

In 1997, he was inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame; in 1999, he was
named to the Major League Baseball
All Century Team; and in 2013, he was
awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by President Barack Obama.

Ernie Banks, we salute you, Mr. Cub,
Mr. Chicago, Mr. Ambassador for Base-
ball, but most importantly, Mr. Cheer-
leader for Life and Positive Living.

———

CONGRESS IS A COEQUAL BRANCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. TIP-
TON). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my strongest support for the
invitation to have Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu address this body and
to express my personal support for the
Speaker’s invitation.

Congress is a coequal branch. The
Constitution acknowledges that. It es-
tablishes that. To suggest, as some
have, that this body does not have a
role in the geopolitical and diplomatic
strategy of this Nation is flatly wrong.

This body, this Congress, funds our
diplomatic activities. We, this body,
this Congress, funds our military ac-
tivities. And this body authorizes the
use of military force, as acknowledged
by the President just today with his
delivery of a request for an authoriza-
tion to use military force.

This body, this Congress, authorizes
sanctions. And this body has expressed
strong support in recent years for addi-
tional sanctions on Iran. We have a dis-
agreement with the President, very re-
spectfully, on this issue. But to suggest
that this body, this Congress, this co-
equal branch, established by article I of
the Constitution, should simply lay
down its responsibility because the
President of the United States sug-
gested during the State of the Union
that he will veto any additional sanc-
tions we pass would be a dereliction of
the duty of this body, of this Congress.
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That is why we have expressed our
interest and we have said to the Presi-
dent that we do want to hear from our
greatest ally in the Middle East to ex-
press our position of how to secure the
region. It is appropriate. We are a co-
equal branch.

At a time when the President con-
tinues negotiations with Iran over the
objections of so many in this body, at
a time when the administration has
had to acknowledge—forced to ac-
knowledge a secret letter to Iran, it is
appropriate for this body to stand up,
and it is appropriate for this body to
suggest that we stand with Israel per-
haps in a way that the President does
not.

This body, this House, this Member,
we welcome the Prime Minister here in
March. We look forward to hearing his
vision, the vision of our greatest ally
in the region, on securing peace in the
Middle East, providing for the stability
of the Middle East, securing democ-
racy, and to say with the people of
Israel that we stand with you in pro-
viding for your security.

———

CONTINUED REMITTANCES TO
SOMALIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion to all my colleagues today as I
stand before this body is: If we could
prevent a humanitarian disaster, would
we? Should we?

Right now, Somalia may be on the
brink of a preventable humanitarian
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disaster. My district happens to be
home to one of the largest Somali
American communities in the world,
and it is certainly the largest in the
Western Hemisphere.

My constituents have come to me
and have explained in very detailed and
moving ways that it is time for us to
figure out this problem that we have in
the United States with helping people
remit money that they have earned to
their loved ones in the Horn of Africa.

Somali Americans in my district are
proud of the progress Somalia has
made, as I am and many people around
the world are. This is a nation that, for
over two decades, had civil war but
now has a President, a legislature, and
is planning for elections in 2016.

This country is fighting off al
Shabaab, a terrorist organization in
league with al Qaeda, and this nation
has successfully fought off famine and
want of many Kkinds. Now, they are on
another kind of problem, and this prob-
lem has to do with remittances and the
ability of Somali Americans to send
money to their loved ones.

It is important to understand that
the progress they have made is fragile.
We, in the United States, don’t need to
worry about sending money there right
now, although we should, and we have,
and we are. We need to just get out of
the way to allow Somali Americans to
send money to their own loved ones,
and our financial system is inhibiting
that.

Every year, Somali Americans send
about $215 million to Somalia, a figure
comparable to the entire U.S. aid pack-
age, which is approximately about $200
million a year. Individual Somali
Americans send more money than the
whole Government of the United States
sends there, and that vital pipeline is
lifesaving money that is shut off now
as we speak.

The bank that provided 60 percent of
the remittances or funds sent to Soma-
lia closed accounts of businesses that
transfer money from the U.S. to Soma-
lia, and this is catastrophic.

Now, Somali Americans cannot send
money to their loved ones, and Somalis
can no longer receive money that they
depend on for food, for school fees, for
medical bills. Many of the financial in-
stitutions in the United States have
chosen to avoid serving money services
businesses that send money to vulner-
able nations like Somalia, due to con-
cern that the money could find its way
into bank accounts of unsavory money
launderers.

The goal of the U.S. financial regu-
lator is good. We want to keep money
from the money launderers and the ter-
rorists; but do we arrive at a point
where our regulation is so tight that
even the legitimate money that we
want to flow is being cut off?

I am calling on our government to
get together—Treasury, the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency, State
Department—and have a real conversa-
tion, how we can stop the bad money
but also let the good money flow.
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As I said, Somalia depends upon this
money. It is a very fragile state. It is
emerging from being a failed state. If
they cut the remittances off, we will
see catastrophic results.

One of those catastrophic results will
be an opening to groups like al
Shabaab, a terrorist group that argues
that the United States and the West
generally don’t want to help Somalia.

We need to stop them from using
that recruiting message by figuring out
how we can achieve our goals of stop-
ping bad money from flowing and al-
lowing good money to flow. For years,
I have been asking for agencies to work
with me to prevent this foreseeable
tragedy. We need to be creative about
finding a solution.

The Federal Reserve Bank of New
York could use its wire service to proc-
ess transfers to east Africa; that is a
possibility. We could follow the exam-
ple of the United Kingdom and set up a
safe corridors program for banks to
safely transfer money while managing
risk. We could provide proactive train-
ing and assistance for banks that want
to serve east African communities.
There is no shortage of ideas.

I urge our government to sit down at
a table and figure out a way to stop the
money launderers and the bad money
from flowing, but to certainly allow le-
gitimate remittances to flow. We could
prevent a catastrophe if we do.

————

END THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY IMPASSE NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Hawaii (Mr. TAKAI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TAKAI Aloha, Mr. Speaker.

On February 27, the Department of
Homeland Security will run out of
money—17 more days. If this is not re-
solved, at best case, approximately
200,000 workers will stay on the job
without pay or be furloughed or, at
worst, not work.

Mr. Speaker, I was elected to Con-
gress and came here promising my con-
stituents no more government shut-
downs, no more Federal furloughs, and
no more sequestration; yet here we are,
on the verge of letting funding for
Homeland Security run out and par-
tially shutting down government. This
impasse needs to end, and it needs to
end now.

I say the bottom line—to paraphrase
DHS Secretary Johnson’s point—is se-
curity for our Nation is not free. Our
homeland security cannot be hijacked
by political games. We must get past
this political stalemate and work out a
clean bill for funding Homeland Secu-
rity.

If we don’t, significant portions of
the Department of Homeland Security
could be crippled, and hundreds of
thousands of critical Federal per-
sonnel—our constituents—could be af-
fected.

Let’s remember that we are talking
about some of the most critical secu-
rity personnel who are working to keep
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