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HONORING THE LIFE OF COACH
JERRY TARKANIAN

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
a heavy heart to mourn the loss and
honor the life of my friend, Coach
Jerry Tarkanian, who passed away this
morning.

A leader and a role model, both on
and off the court, ‘‘the Shark’ was not
only a legendary collegiate men’s bas-
ketball coach, but a pillar in the Las
Vegas community.

As coach at UNLV, he led the Run-
ning Rebels to a 509-105 record over 19
seasons, four Final Four appearances,
and an NCAA championship in 1990. In
2013, he was inducted into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, and
a statue of him was placed outside
UNLV’s Thomas & Mack Center, which
houses the basketball court bearing his
name.

Coach Tarkanian was known for giv-
ing young players a second chance. He
supported numerous charities and pro-
grams that helped build character, life
skills, and talent that fostered success
in later life.

My thoughts go out to his wife and
his family, and I am sure the coach is
looking down and chewing on that fa-
mous towel in Heaven.

STEELWORKERS REFINERY
STRIKE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, Members, last Friday and
Saturday I visited and walked with
United Steelworkers union members
who are on strike for health and safety
issues in our east Houston congres-
sional district.

Their jobs are very dangerous. They
produce refined products and chemicals
that our Nation needs. We have, sadly,
lost lives recently in the industry, and
to have men and women working 10-
plus straight days for shifts of 10 hours
is not reasonable.

These men and women work hard in a
dangerous occupation, and they should
not have to go on strike for safety.
Safety is important to employees and
companies. Let’s settle the strike with
new safety standards so that no family
has to worry that their loved one will
not come home from work.

——————
HONORING JEROME ‘‘BIG DUCK”
SMITH

(Mr. RICHMOND asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise in my continuing recognition of
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Black History Month to honor Free-
dom Rider and civil rights legend Je-
rome ‘‘Big Duck’” Smith. An active
mentor of youth in New Orleans, he
earned his nickname because there is
usually a line of children waddling be-
hind him.

From a young age, Big Duck was not
intimidated by what he viewed as the
racial norms in New Orleans. When he
was 10 years old, he removed a screen
that acted as a barrier between Black
and White passengers on a New Orleans
streetcar, causing some uneasiness. An
older Black woman riding the streetcar
took him off the car and told him
“never, ever stop’” and that she was
proud of him for what he had done.
This show of support would light a fire
within him to fight for racial justice.

Jerome Smith would go on to become
part of the Freedom Riders, a group
that looked to desegregate bus termi-
nals across the Deep South. Also, he
helped found the New Orleans chapter
of the Congress of Racial Equality, one
of the big four civil rights organiza-
tions.

Today, Big Duck is the director of
Tambourine and Fan, a youth organi-
zation in New Orleans that engages
young people on the civil rights move-
ment, leadership, and the importance
of political engagement. His work for
the civil rights movement and with
youth throughout the city is an inspi-
ration not only to me, but to the entire
region. Big Duck embodies the never-
ending struggle for justice and equality
of opportunity.

————

ELIMINATING ISIS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
over the last 24 hours, we have heard
that a wonderful young woman from
Arizona, whose family is now mourn-
ing, lost her life somewhere in Syria at
the hands of a violent and barbaric
group by the name of ISIS. I hope that
it brings all Americans together
around the importance of eliminating
this dastardly group, and to begin to
look inwardly to make sure that we at-
tack this cancer at its beginning and to
be able to stop the radicalization that
comes about through the Internet and
many of the young people in this coun-
try.

I introduced earlier this year the No
Fly Foreign Soldiers Act to ensure
that those who may leave this country
and then attempt to fly back are, in
fact, detected. There are many things
we can do on the end of passing law,
but we must also respond that we not
attack any religion for just its beliefs
and begin to educate people about the
values of many different religions.

That is what this young American
sought to do. She went to save the vul-
nerable. And so we must isolate ISIS as
it is and stand with those who recog-
nize the greatness of America and the
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diversity of our religions and the diver-
sity of the people.

I sadly offer my sympathy for the
Muslims that were killed at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
We must fight those who are here at-
tempting to do harm and must recog-
nize that we have a goodness in our
country and emphasize the fact that we
live and can live in harmony. But ISIS
must be our target, not those whose
faith may be considered a faith that we
do not understand or maybe even dis-
agree with.

——————

STOP OBAMA’S EXECUTIVE
AMNESTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOOLENAAR). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LOUDERMILK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. BRAT).

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 4, the American people spoke loud-
ly and clearly on illegal immigration
and President Obama’s repeated over-
reaches of his authority. Yet within
weeks of the election, the President
tried to singlehandedly rewrite Amer-
ica’s immigration laws by granting am-
nesty by executive decree to 5 million
illegal aliens already in this country.
It was a move that he previously said
he had no constitutional authority to
execute. He also acknowledged that
only Congress could rewrite the laws.
But he did it anyway.

In response, the House took a firm
stand last month to pass a bill to stop
the President’s illegal and unconstitu-
tional decree that grants amnesty,
work permits, and Federal benefits to
illegal aliens. The bill fully funds the
Department of Homeland Security for
the rest of the year, but it also pro-
hibits the Department from carrying
out the President’s illegal act. Let me
repeat that last line. This bill fully
funds the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. It just says that in order to get
that funding, the Department cannot
break the law.

That is just common sense. The
American people don’t want the Fed-
eral Government breaking the law, and
it is up to Congress to make sure that
no Federal funds are used illegally.

Yet today, Senate Democrats are
currently united in opposing this bill.
Recent polling shows that Americans
overwhelmingly oppose the President’s
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