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speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
rise for a minute to talk about trade 
between the United States and our 
trading partners around the world. 

To make the point of my remarks, I 
ask rhetorically for everybody in the 
auditorium and the Senate Chamber to 
answer these questions: 

Are you willing to cut American 
sales of goods and services by over $2 
trillion? 

I think the answer would be a re-
sounding no. 

Secondly, are you ready to diminish 
or lose 39.8 million jobs? 

Nobody in here wants to give up $2.3 
trillion in American business, and ev-
erybody wants more jobs in the middle 
class, and nobody wants to cost Amer-
ica 39 million jobs. But that is exactly 
what is going to happen if we don’t 
pass TPA, if we don’t enter into trade 
agreements and aggressively work to 
make the three pending trade agree-
ments the United States has workable 
for our country. 

Yesterday I listened as Members of 
this body came to the floor to talk 
against trade and talk against the 
trade promotion authority. For the 
benefit of our new Members, trade pro-
motion authority is our authorization 
to give the President the parameters, 
the limitations, and the prerogative to 
negotiate trade agreements, which 
come back to us for a final ratification 
up or down. That is a good way to do 
business. The world recognizes that if 
our President has trade promotion au-
thority, he can sit down across the 
table from them and he can make a 
deal, and it is only subject to one vote 
of the U.S. Senate. If we leave it as it 
is now, where there is no trade pro-
motion authority, then we can vote on 
every amendment, every prerogative, 
every limitation, every opportunity, 
and make negotiations for the adminis-
tration and our country impossible. 

We have three pending agreements 
before the United States of America: 
first, the trade promotion authority for 
the President; second, the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act, which ex-
pires in September of this year; next is 
the trade and investment partnership 
with Europe; and lastly is the trans-
pacific trade agreement with the Pa-
cific Rim. All three of those agree-
ments are important for us to nego-

tiate and close the deal on. Yet, with-
out passing TPA, we can do none. 

Ambassador Froman and the admin-
istration are doing an outstanding job 
of representing the United States. I 
have traveled with him to the African 
Union in Africa to work on the goal. I 
was with him yesterday afternoon. I 
talked with him about some of the ob-
stacles we have in terms of the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership, and I have talked 
to him about the transatlantic trade 
and promotion act—all of which we 
need to pass and all of which he needs 
to be able to negotiate. But without 
TPA, the United States of America is 
sitting at the table but they can’t 
make a deal, and the President doesn’t 
have the authority that he needs and 
that he says he wants. 

Most of the opposition I have heard 
on the floor of the Senate comes from 
the people in the President’s own 
party. In the last two State of the 
Union Addresses, the President of the 
United States has underlined the im-
portance of TPA. He said it again this 
year. But yesterday seven Members of 
his party came to the floor to talk 
against trade promotion authority. 

It is time for us to sit around the 
table and talk about $2.3 trillion in 
business for our country and 39.8 mil-
lion jobs in our country. Let’s talk 
about how we can increase those jobs. 
In my State of Georgia, 1.2 million jobs 
are directly export-related. The Con-
gress of the United States appropriated 
$706 million over the next 6 years for 
the deepening and expansion of the Sa-
vannah Harbor in Savannah, GA. The 
Panama Canal is being widened and 
next year will open to the ships of the 
21st century. Are they going to go 
somewhere else if we don’t do trade 
promotion authority? Probably so. We 
all saw what happened last week when 
the west coast shut down because of 
the longshoremen’s strike and what an 
impact it had on our economy. That is 
the kind of impact we are going to 
have if we don’t do trade promotion au-
thority for the President. 

It is ironic that almost unanimously 
the Republican Members of the Senate 
are for trade promotion authority, and 
it appears, after yesterday’s speeches, 
that a significant majority of the 
Democratic Party is against it. Yet 
their President is for it. 

All of us are for jobs. All of us are for 
business. All of us are for economic ac-
tivity. It is time we put our differences 
aside and delineate for the President of 
the United States the negotiating pa-
rameters, the negotiating authority, 
and the ability we grant to him to 
make deals in the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership and the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership and the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act. 
All three will mean jobs not just for 
my State of Georgia but for our coun-
try. All three will be good for our na-
tional defense and our security. People 
don’t tend to fight with or bomb people 
with whom they do business. The more 
trade agreements we have, the more 

business we share, the more exchanges 
of our currency and economic pros-
perity, the better off our country is, 
the better off our security is, and the 
better off are jobs for those in the mid-
dle class. 

I thank the Presiding Officer for the 
opportunity to speak from the floor, 
and I encourage all my Members in the 
Senate, Republican and Democrat 
alike, to dedicate themselves when we 
come back to expeditiously bringing up 
trade promotion authority, delineating 
our differences, negotiating those dif-
ferences, and giving our President the 
opportunity to create more jobs for 
America, more jobs for Georgia, more 
jobs for West Virginia, and more jobs 
for our country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
f 

REMEMBERING FATHER 
THEODORE HESBURGH 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam President, 
back in 1973 a young man caught a 
lucky break that changed his life. That 
young man was I, and it was my ac-
ceptance letter to the University of 
Notre Dame that opened up the gates 
of opportunity for me. 

Last night, the beloved president 
emeritus of Notre Dame, Father Theo-
dore Hesburgh, passed away at the age 
of 97. On his last day, Father Ted said 
Mass in the morning and passed away 
12 hours later. He counseled Presidents 
and Popes, but he was first and fore-
most a priest—one who ministered to 
the homeless, the poor, and those in 
need—and that is when he was also the 
happiest. 

We were so lucky to have him touch 
our lives, and those of us in Indiana 
were fortunate enough to experience 
him as our friend and neighbor. Nobody 
who ever walked the streets of South 
Bend could forget Father Ted driving 
around in his little Ford Mustang, giv-
ing a wave to everybody he saw. 

Our country and the world is a better 
place because of Father Ted. He loved 
his God, his country, and Notre Dame, 
and he ministered to anyone who asked 
him for help. 

Father Hesburgh grew up near Syra-
cuse, NY, and was ordained and became 
a priest in 1943. He promptly asked 
that his first assignment as a priest be 
as the chaplain of a naval aircraft car-
rier. The leaders of the Holy Cross reli-
gious order were not surprised, as they 
knew of Father Ted’s great patriotism, 
his love of the U.S. Navy, and his devo-
tion to our servicemembers. However, 
they asked him to stay at Notre Dame 
and minister to the families and serv-
icemembers who were training at the 
time at Vetville at Notre Dame. As al-
ways, Father Ted smiled, took the as-
signment, and worked nonstop. That 
began a journey that included the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, 16 Presidential 
appointments, and 150 honorary de-
grees. But more important to Father 
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