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Turner Walters, Mimi Wilson (SC)
Upton Walz Wittman
Van Hollen Wasserman Womack
Vargas Schultz Woodall
Veasey Watson Coleman  yarmuth
Vele} Weber (TX) Yoder
Velazquez Webster (FL) Yoho
Visclosky Welch
Wagner Wenstrup goung (ﬁi{ )
Walberg Westerman oung (IA)
Young (IN)
Walden Westmoreland .
Walker Whitfield Zeldin
Walorski Williams Zinke
NOT VOTING—27
Bass Hartzler Rohrabacher
Castor (FL) Hinojosa Rush
Conyers Hultgren Sanchez, Loretta
Crawford Knight Speier
Crenshaw Long Stutzman
Engel Meeks Tonko
Fincher Nadler Valadao
Flores Richmond Waters, Maxine
Gutiérrez Roe (TN) Wilson (FL)
[ 1856

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into con-
tracts and agreements for the place-
ment of veterans in non-Department
medical foster homes for certain vet-
erans who are unable to live independ-
ently.”

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 107, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

AUTHORIZING SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO RECOUP
BONUSES AND AWARDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill (H.R. 280) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to recoup bo-
nuses and awards paid to employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. Mil-
ler) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
PRESIDENT’S EXPORT COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to Executive
Order 12131, and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following
Members on the part of the House to
the President’s Export Council:

Mr. KILDEE, Michigan

Ms. DELBENE, Washington

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO MI-
GRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2 of the
Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16
U.S.C. 715a), and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following
Member on the part of the House to the
Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion:

Mr. THOMPSON, California

———
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FCC DECISION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week, the FCC voted
3-2 on bipartisan lines to allow unprec-
edented government regulation of the
Internet and reversing nearly two dec-
ades of bipartisan policy.

In a recent interview, FCC Commis-
sioner Ajit Pai said, ‘“This is a solution
that won’t work to a problem that
doesn’t exist.” Mr. Speaker, the FCC
Commissioner is exactly right. Why are
trying to fix a problem that simply
does not exist?

This decision by the FCC represents a
dangerous and recKkless disregard for
free market principles and is just an-
other example of government over-
reach by this administration.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s 332-
page plan to regulate the Internet will
lead to slower services, less invest-
ment, and more taxation.

Together with my colleagues, I will
continue to fight to keep a free and
open Internet.

———

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the spe-
cial friendship between the United
States and Israel and to welcome
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
before his address on the challenges
facing our two nations.

In their campaign of unparalleled
savagery, the radical Islamic terrorists
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known as ISIS have made the slaughter
of innocent Christians a priority. In
the face of this senseless violence,
Israel stands as a beacon of safety. To
end this barbarism, the United States,
Israel, and all our allies should develop
a long-term strategy to wipe ISIS off
the Earth.

The United States and Israel are also
confronted with the potential emer-
gence of a nuclear Iran. Like Israel,
our government should keep all options
on the table to prevent this outcome.

In facing these and future challenges,
our Nation is fortunate to call Israel a
friend. Israel and the United States
share common ideals of freedom, jus-
tice, and fair elections by the people in
a republic.

I welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu
back to Congress, and I look forward to
his remarks on protecting our shared
values against terrorism and a nuclear
Iran.

—————

THE LONE STAR STATE OF THE
MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
nation of Israel is surrounded by some
mean, aggressive neighbors that want
Israel destroyed. The leader of the pack
of jackals is Iran. The Supreme Leader
of Iran has made it clear he wants the
Jewish state to vanish into the sands of
time.

Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel
will be here tomorrow to speak to Con-
gress on the serious plight that Israel
faces from our mutual enemy, Iran.
The White House is snubbing the head
of state because Congress supposedly
violated protocol with the invite.

Meanwhile, the White House is bliss-
fully working on a backroom deal with
Iran regarding their nuclear weapon
program, a deal that will end up to be
good for Iran, with a short pause in
work on its nuclear enrichment.

Mr. Speaker, Israel is the lone star
state in the Middle East for freedom.
So on this Texas Independence Day and
on behalf of the people of the State of
Texas, the Lone Star State, I want to
welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu to
speak candidly and openly about the
true threat from the jackal of the
desert, Iran.

And that is just the way it is.

————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MY HOME,
THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, 179 years
ago, a document from home changed
the world with 102 final words. These
words are:

We, therefore, the delegates with plenary
powers of the people of Texas, in solemn con-
vention assembled, appealing to a candid
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world for the necessities of our condition, do
hereby resolve and declare that our political
connection with the Mexican nation has for-
ever ended and that the people of Texas do
now constitute a free, sovereign, and inde-
pendent republic and are fully invested with
all the rights and attributes which properly
belong to independent nations; and, con-
scious of the rectitude of our intentions, we
fearlessly and confidently commit the issue
to the decision of the Supreme arbiter of the
destinies of nations.

Happy birthday to my home, the Re-
public of Texas.

———

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome our friend and ally
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu to the United States of
America.

Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will
address this Chamber as a head of
state. Some are protesting and will not
attend. This is shortsighted and, frank-
ly, disheartening. We have no greater
ally in the Middle East than Israel, and
Israel’s very existence is being threat-
ened by its neighbors in the region.

Words like ‘‘total destruction’ are
being thrown around by its enemies.
Iran marches towards a nuclear bomb;
yvet we do nothing, we say nothing.
Sure, we negotiate, but we don’t lead.

Mr. Speaker, the President needs to
step forward and lead, tell the world
that we will do what it takes to protect
our Israeli friends, as we have done for
over 70 years.

Prime Minister Netanyahu, welcome
to the United States. I look forward to
your remarks tomorrow and to our na-
tions’ continued friendship, as do the
majority of Americans.

————

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, fol-
lowing my friend from Mississippi, it is
important that we recognize that it is
not just a person coming tomorrow to
speak to us, it is the leader of Israel,
our best friend in the Middle East.

You think I like to come here and get
lectured about the Citizens United case
by a guy that doesn’t understand that
case? You think I enjoy coming over
here and being told, You pass my
American Jobs Act right now, when he
didn’t even have one for a couple of
weeks?

Of course not—I come and listen to
the President because of the respect for
the position. This is a dangerous prece-
dent some are thinking about starting
tomorrow: Well, I am just not going to
show up because I don’t like the man
that is leading Israel.

They are our ally, and if you want
people to stop showing up for others
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like the President, then start that tra-
dition.

It is a wrong move. Let’s pay respect
to our best friend’s leader in the Middle
East.

————
GOD BLESS TEXAS

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, 179 years
ago, in a hamlet in what is now Grimes
County, Texas, called Washington-on-
the-Brazos, a handful of brave Texans
voted to declare independence from
Mexico. We call this day Texas Inde-
pendence Day.

As those brave men were declaring
their independence at a decrepit old
mission in San Antonio, Texas, less
than 200 patriots—led by people like
Davy Crockett and William Barret
Travis and James Bowie—were fending
off an army of somewhere between 3,000
and 5,000 Mexican soldiers under the
leadership of a General Santa Ana.

The Alamo fell on March 6, but on
April 21, 1836, General Sam Houston, at
a bayou called San Jacinto, led about
350 Texans in a surprise attack on the
Mexican Army and won independence
for Texas from Mexico.

God bless Texas, and God bless all
those patriots 179 years ago for what
they did.

———

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: OBSERVA-
TIONS ON RACE AND JUSTICE IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Georgia). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6,
2015, the gentlewoman from Illinois
(Ms. KELLY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
this evening, the Congressional Black
Caucus will take a moment to discuss
our strong support for the confirma-
tion of U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch as
the next Attorney General of the
United States, and we will examine the
larger issue of justice in America.

Tonight’s CBC hour is entitled
“Bridging the Divide: Observations on
Race and Justice in America.” As we
reflect on the 50th anniversary of the
Selma marches, the events of Bloody
Sunday, and the progress that has been
achieved in the years since, we must
remember that the Voting Rights Act
was achieved not only because of those
who marched, it succeeded because of
those who cared enough to get in-
volved, a Congress that became en-
gaged, and an active Department of
Justice that was diligent about enforc-
ing the Voting Rights Act.

Loretta Lynch is exactly the type of
active, educated, and principled char-
acter we need as our next Attorney
General. Last week, the Senate Judici-
ary Committee voted to confirm her as
the next AG, paving the way for her
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confirmation by the full Senate. This
confirmation must come soon and can-
not be held up for partisan political
purposes.

With experience as a frontline pros-
ecutor, a U.S. attorney, and as some-
one with a strong record of service over
several decades, Ms. Lynch is more
than qualified to sit at the helm of the
Department of Justice and protect the
rights of our American democracy.

On the issue of justice, there is so
much more we can discuss tonight, but
right now, it is most appropriate for us
to examine a few topics that so many
citizens in the districts we represent
want to look at.

In addition to Ms. Lynch and the De-
partment of Justice, we would like to
take time to explore the value of black
lives in America and the fact that they
do really matter, perceptions in minor-
ity communities regarding police
treatment, the impact of black incar-
ceration on communities, and voting
rights and disenfranchisement.

I want to thank the distinguished
gentleman from the Garden State, my
good friend and anchor for this hour of
action, Representative DONALD PAYNE.
Congressman PAYNE has been a forceful
advocate for justice issues in America
and a leader in the true sense of the
word.

I yield to Congressman PAYNE.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank the gentlelady from Illi-
nois who has demonstrated her leader-
ship throughout her time here in Con-
gress, and I am just delighted to also
be working with her.

Mr. Speaker, we want to thank the
Congresswoman, once again, for open-
ing tonight’s Congressional Black Cau-
cus Special Order hour. It is an honor
to join with her and the other members
of this caucus to speak directly to the
American people and keep them up to
date on our efforts.
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We are here tonight to talk about the
urgent need to ensure the nomination
of Loretta Lynch as the next Attorney
General of the United States of Amer-
ica.

Ms. Lynch has a distinguished legal
career in private and public service,
earning the respect of her colleagues
and establishing herself as a topnotch
lawyer and Federal prosecutor in the
Eastern District of New York.

She has successfully prosecuted cases
on far-ranging issues, including public
corruption, violent crime, and ter-
rorism. They have included a number
of high-profile cases, such as United
States v. Volpe. In that case, Ms.
Lynch was part of the trial team that
convicted several New York police offi-
cers involved in the torture of Haitian
immigrant Abner Louima in 1997. She
also prosecuted the Bangladeshi man
convicted of attempting to blow up the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York in
2012.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Lynch’s profes-
sional credentials are matched by her
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