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out the process. Part of the cost is due
to the fact that the EPA drags out the
process. These practical fixes will al-
leviate the undue hardship States are
having to deal with and when we have
to deal with the effects of these natural
events.

Secondly, the ORDEAL Act is an at-
tempt to overhaul the EPA’s unneces-
sary ozone standard reduction until
2018. When the EPA reduced permitted
ozone standards in 2008, counties across
the country that were in nonattain-
ment were forced to enact expensive
and complicated compliance plans.

Relying on a dubious scientific basis,
the EPA has proposed lowering the
ozone emissions standards even further
to 65 parts per billion, while accepting
comments on lowering it to 60 parts
per billion. By some estimates, this
proposal to lower the ozone level may
be the most expensive regulation in
EPA history—and that is saying some-
thing—costing as much as $1.7 trillion.
Lowering ozone standards from 75 parts
per billion to 65 parts per billion will
cost a whopping $140 billion annually.
Yet EPA’s own science advisers dis-
agree on the very basis upon which this
regulation is built.

The ORDEAL Act will stop shaky
facts and assumptions from being used
as a basis for long-term public policy,
and will give States the flexibility and
the time to implement their own inno-
vative and proactive measures.

The bill would also extend air quality
standards reviews, including ozone, to
a 10-year timeline instead of the cur-
rent 5 years.

Third, Agency PAYGO. This adminis-
tration has set its sights on reducing
carbon emissions, most recently put-
ting draconian regulations on existing
powerplants, despite the inevitable job
losses and spikes in energy costs. It has
placed a mandate on Arizona to reduce
52 percent of its carbon emissions by
2030. This is unattainable, unless Arizo-
nans are forced to greatly reduce their
standard of living.

The Agency PAYGO Act I am intro-
ducing would simply give the EPA a
taste of its own medicine by requiring
the Agency to offset the Federal cost of
any greenhouse gas rules to an equiva-
lent reduction in Agency spending. If
the EPA proceeds without offsetting
these costs from its own budget, the
final greenhouse gas rule must be ap-
proved by Congress, simply saying if
you cannot do this as an offset within
your own budget, bring it to Congress
and let’s approve it. This bill specifi-
cally forbids the EPA from denying
costs to Federal agencies by passing on
costs to the Federal agency’s rate-
payers. If capital costs are imposed by
a greenhouse gas rule, the EPA must
offset those costs or get Congress’s ap-
proval.

The EPA has a history of imple-
menting costly and stringent standards
for negligible and even questionable
benefit. All three of these bills—the
CLEER Act, ORDEAL Act, and Agency
PAYGO Act—provide more certainty
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than presently exists to States and
counties and businesses that have to
deal with the EPA and will hold the
Agency accountable for its decision-
making process.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
supporting these measures.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 94—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COONS, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr.
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 94

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers trained in skilled professions;

Whereas according to a report by the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, 80 per-
cent of respondents indicated a moderate to
severe shortage of qualified skilled produc-
tion employees, including front-line workers,
such as machinists, operators, craft workers,
distributors, and technicians;

Whereas career and technical education is
a tried and true solution to ensure that com-
petitive skilled workers are ready, willing,
and capable of holding jobs in high-wage,
high-skill, and in-demand career fields, such
as science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (commonly known as ‘“STEM’’)
disciplines, nursing, allied health, construc-
tion, information technology, energy sus-
tainability, and many other fields that are
vital to keeping the United States competi-
tive in the global economy;

Whereas career and technical education
helps the United States meet the very real
and immediate challenges of economic devel-
opment, student achievement, and global
competitiveness;

Whereas 14,000,000 students are enrolled in
career and technical education, which exists
in every State and includes programs in
nearly 1,300 public high schools and 1,700 2-
year colleges;

Whereas 10 of the 20 fastest growing occu-
pations in the United States require an asso-
ciate’s degree or a lesser credential, 13 of the
20 occupations in the United States with the
greatest number of projected new jobs re-
quire on-the-job training and an associate’s
degree or certificate, and nearly all occupa-
tions in the United States require real-world
skills that can be mastered through career
and technical education;

Whereas career and technical education
matches employability skills with workforce
demand and provides relevant academic and
technical coursework leading to industry-
recognized credentials for secondary, post-
secondary, and adult learners;

Whereas career and technical education af-
fords students the opportunity to gain the
knowledge, skills, and credentials needed to
secure careers in growing, high-demand
fields;

Whereas secondary school students partici-
pating in career and technical education are
significantly more likely than students not
participating in career and technical edu-
cation to report that they had developed
skills during high school in problem solving,
project completion, research, mathematics,
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applying to colleges, work-related contexts,
communication, time management, and crit-
ical thinking;

Whereas students at schools with highly
integrated rigorous academic and career and
technical education programs have signifi-
cantly higher achievement in reading, math-
ematics, and science than students at
schools with less integrated programs; and

Whereas the Association for Career and
Technical Education has designated Feb-
ruary as ‘‘Career and Technical Education
Month’ to celebrate career and technical
education across the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Career
and Technical Education Month;

(2) recognizes the importance of career and
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United
States; and

(3) encourages educators, counselors, and
administrators to promote career and tech-
nical education as an option for students.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 95—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2015, AS
“WORLD WILDLIFE DAY”’

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REsS. 95

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human
history, and wildlife preservation will secure
these gifts for future generations;

Whereas each plant and animal species
plays an important role in the stability of di-
verse ecosystems around the world, and the
conservation of this biodiversity is critical
to maintain the delicate balance of nature
and keep complex ecosystems thriving;

Whereas observation of wild plants and
animals in their natural habitat provides in-
dividuals with a more enriching world view
and a greater appreciation of the wonders of
the natural environment;

Whereas tens of millions of individuals in
the United States strongly support the con-
servation of wildlife, both domestically and
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of
species in the wild, such as rhinoceroses, ti-
gers, elephants, pangolins, turtles, seahorses,
sharks, ginseng, mahogany, and cacti;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth
largest global illegal trade, after narcotics,
counterfeiting of products and currency, and
human trafficking, and has become a major
transnational organized crime with an esti-
mated worth of approximately $19,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas increased demand in Asia for
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns,
has recently triggered substantial and rapid
increases in poaching of these species, par-
ticularly in Africa;

Whereas trafficking of wildlife is the pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, and tigers;

Whereas many different kinds of criminals,
including some terrorist entities and rogue
security personnel, often in collusion with
corrupt government officials, are involved in
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory
and rhinoceros horns across Africa;

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for
military and police forces in African nations
that are often threatened by heavily armed
poachers and the criminal and extremist al-
lies of such poachers;
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