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as does the Senate, as does our coun-
try. 

We thank this path-breaking pioneer 
for his many years of service to our 
country, and we honor him today. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

HEALTH CARE COSTS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, all over the 
country today in newspapers and elec-
tronic media there is a story. I will 
just pick one of them out from the 
front page of the Washington Post 
today. The headline reads: ‘‘CBO: 
Health law will cost less than ex-
pected.’’ It says: ‘‘President Obama’s 
health-care law will cost taxpayers 
substantially less than previously esti-
mated, congressional budget officials 
said Monday, in an upbeat note for a 
program that has faced withering criti-
cism since its passage five years ago.’’ 

I would just note here that the oppo-
sition has come from my Republican 
colleagues in the Senate and the 
House. They voted 67 times to repeal it 
in the House. Of course, each time it 
has failed. 

Continuing on in this article, it says: 
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-

fice attributed the savings to spending on 
medical care in coming years that will not 
be as great as previously forecast. As a re-
sult, the agency said, insurers are not ex-
pected to charge Americans as much for cov-
erage, and the government will save on sub-
sidies for low- and moderate-income people. 

What’s more, the CBO has concluded that 
companies are not canceling health insur-
ance policies as often as had been antici-
pated earlier this year. Fewer Americans 
consequently are planning to sign up for in-
surance under the Affordable Care Act, gen-
erating more taxpayer savings. 

In total, the health-care law will cost tax-
payers . . . 11 percent less over the next dec-
ade than estimated in January. The cost of 
providing subsidies for people to buy insur-
ance on the state and federal marketplaces— 
the centerpiece of the law—will be 20 percent 
lower than projected. 

The article goes on and on about the 
good things that are happening with 
health care in America. 

f 

LYNCH NOMINATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the official 
mission statement for the U.S. Attor-
ney General reads: 

To enforce the law and defend the interests 
of the United States according to the law; to 
ensure public safety against threats foreign 
and domestic; to provide federal leadership 
in preventing and controlling crime; to seek 
just punishment for those guilty of unlawful 
behavior; and to ensure fair and impartial 
administration of justice for all Americans. 

That is a tremendous responsibility. 
The U.S. Attorney General is more 

than just a lawyer or an administrator. 
An Attorney General is a defender, a 
crime fighter, and an advocate for 
Americans’ rights. It is not an easy 

job, but President Obama’s nominee 
Loretta Lynch is up to the task. 

Throughout my time in the Senate, I 
have seen many qualified nominees, 
Republicans and Democrats—people 
such as Janet Reno, Madeline Albright, 
Colin Powell, and Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. Loretta Lynch, a graduate of 
Harvard Law School, is as qualified as 
any candidate I have ever seen in my 33 
years in Congress. 

Ms. Lynch currently serves as the 
U.S. attorney for the Eastern District 
of New York. She has been confirmed 
unanimously for that office by the Sen-
ate twice, most recently in 2010. During 
her time in the U.S. attorney’s office, 
Loretta Lynch has proven herself to be 
a tough crimefighter. She has vigor-
ously prosecuted drug dealers and 
criminals, corrupt politicians, and 
greedy Wall Street bankers. 

Loretta Lynch is also a guardian of 
the Constitution. She takes the protec-
tions afforded to Americans in the Bill 
of Rights seriously. Almost two dec-
ades ago she helped bring to justice a 
Haitian immigrant who had been phys-
ically and sexually assaulted by police 
officers acting outside the law. 

She has also defended human rights 
abroad. She was part of the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for Rwan-
da, where she prosecuted suspects ac-
cused of one of the most heinous 
crimes in world history, the genocide 
carried out in Rwanda. 

Whatever the case, whatever the 
crime, Loretta Lynch has protected the 
innocent and fought the guilty. She 
has been exemplary in defending the 
interests of the United States and its 
people. She is an ideal candidate to be 
America’s top law enforcement officer. 
That is why she was nominated 121 
days ago by President Obama. 

I look forward to the Senate fin-
ishing this confirmation as soon as pos-
sible. The American people need Loret-
ta Lynch in their corner. 

Mr. President, what is the business of 
the day? 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 11 
a.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the time equally divided, and the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the 
Democrats controlling the final half. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for up to 
10 minutes and that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, Mr. TOOMEY, be allowed 
to follow me for as much time as he 
may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, every 

year millions of human beings around 
the world are forced into slave labor 
and sold for sex. This includes a large 
number of children. While these crimes 
are especially prevalent in countries 
where prosecution of trafficking is lax 
or essentially nonexistent, the truth is 
that human trafficking occurs in every 
country, including right here in the 
United States. Every year thousands of 
Americans—most frequently women 
and children—are trafficked within the 
borders of the United States. 

A large number of the victims are 
children who are bought and sold to 
feed the twisted desires of sexual pred-
ators. That is a key phrase, ‘‘bought 
and sold,’’ because to the criminals 
who prey on these children, that is 
what it is about—buying and selling. It 
is a business. That is right—the sexual 
exploitation and brutalization of chil-
dren, some of them not yet teenagers, 
is a business to the traffickers who en-
snare them, and many of them get rich 
off of the horror these children endure. 

Traffickers identify vulnerable tar-
gets—often children who are already 
living in difficult circumstances or 
come from broken homes. They then 
engage in calculated campaigns to win 
the trust of these vulnerable children 
and lure them into their orbit. After 
the child has been trapped, he or she is 
brought into a lifestyle whose horrors 
are difficult to adequately describe. 
These children are forced into a life of 
prostitution, their innocence repeat-
edly and brutally violated hundreds or 
thousands of times in a year. They are 
controlled by a combination of sexual, 
physical, and psychological abuse at 
the hands of their traffickers. Many of 
them become hooked on drugs as well 
thanks to their captors, who see drug 
dependence as a useful means of con-
trol. 

Some children never escape from this 
life. They end up dead before they have 
even left their childhood behind, the 
victim of a dangerous encounter with a 
sexual predator or too violent a beat-
ing at the hands of a pimp. Those chil-
dren who do escape can take years or 
decades to recover from the trauma. 
Post-traumatic stress disorder, depres-
sion, and lasting physical injuries are 
just some of the challenges victims can 
face as they attempt to rebuild their 
lives. Some never recover. 

All of this is nothing more than a 
business to the traffickers, who enrich 
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themselves off the violation of the in-
nocent. I am reminded of the verse in 
the Gospels ‘‘For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world but forfeit 
his soul?’’ 

If there is any crime against which 
the human person revolts, it is the sex-
ual brutalization of children. It is well 
known that even hardened criminals 
despise those who have hurt children in 
this way. Going after those who traffic 
in children should be a priority for 
local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment agencies. 

This week we are considering the 
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, 
a bill put together by my colleague, 
the senior Senator from Texas. I co-
sponsored this legislation because I be-
lieve it provides a number of important 
tools to strengthen our efforts to eradi-
cate trafficking in this country and to 
help its victims. 

This legislation would give law en-
forcement additional resources for tar-
geting traffickers, including increased 
access to wiretaps for State and local 
task forces conducting human traf-
ficking and child pornography inves-
tigations, authorization for programs 
targeting child exploitation, and offer-
ing law enforcement training for re-
turning veterans who want to focus on 
combating human trafficking. 

A large portion of the bill is focused 
on providing assistance to victims as 
they seek to regain their lives. Among 
the bill’s many victim-related provi-
sions are, first, a deficit-neutral do-
mestic trafficking victims fund to in-
crease the Federal support available to 
trafficking victims, financed by in-
creased penalties for those convicted of 
trafficking-related crimes; second, a 
new block grant program to help State 
and local governments expand the re-
sources they offer to trafficking vic-
tims and strengthen their law enforce-
ment efforts; third, a provision written 
by my colleague from South Dakota, 
Representative KRISTI NOEM, that 
would help expand the extremely lim-
ited housing available to recovering 
underaged trafficking victims; fourth, 
a notification requirement to ensure 
that trafficking victims are told of any 
plea bargains or deferred prosecution 
agreements in their case; fifth, a provi-
sion to give victims of child pornog-
raphy access to the same services 
available to trafficking victims by 
classifying child pornography produc-
tion as a type of human trafficking; 
and sixth, a human trafficking advi-
sory council made up of trafficking 
survivors to make recommendations to 
the Federal Government. 

This legislation has been endorsed by 
some of the leading organizations in 
the fight against human trafficking, 
including the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children, Shared 
Hope International, Rights4Girls, and 
the National Association to Protect 
Children. It is also supported by a bi-
partisan majority here in the Senate, 
and I am looking forward to passing it 
in the very near future. 

The sooner we get these tools in the 
hands of law enforcement, the better. If 
we succeed in anything as a society, it 
should be in protecting the innocent. I 
hope this legislation will help advance 
the fight against trafficking in this 
country and help promote the healing 
of human trafficking’s many victims. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
f 

PROTECTING STUDENTS FROM 
SEXUAL AND VIOLENT PREDA-
TORS ACT 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak on S. 474, the Protecting Stu-
dents from Sexual and Violent Preda-
tors Act. This is a bipartisan bill. It is 
a bill I introduced with Senator JOE 
MANCHIN in the last Congress, and we 
recently reintroduced this bill. We also 
intend to offer this bill as an amend-
ment to the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act that the Senator from 
South Dakota was just discussing. 

This is a bill which provides some 
crucial protections to our children, and 
I am proud to be a cosponsor of this un-
derlying bill. I am confident it is going 
to pass, and I certainly hope it will 
pass with our amendment. 

The bipartisan amendment I will be 
introducing, the Protecting Students 
from Sexual and Violent Predators 
Act, amends the underlying bill to pro-
tect even more children. That is what 
it does. It provides specific protections 
against convicted child molesters infil-
trating our schools. 

I will say up front that I fully recog-
nize that the vast majority of school 
employees would never consider sexu-
ally or violently abusing the children 
in their care. We all understand that, 
but we also understand that there are 
pedophiles in this country and they 
seek out vulnerable children. That is 
what they do. They know the kids are 
concentrated in schools with no par-
ents around, and that is what we have 
to protect these kids against. 

I have been fighting for this for over 
a year now—together with Senator 
MANCHIN and others—and I will not 
stop fighting until we get this done. I 
have three very personal reasons that 
this fight is one I have taken on and I 
will continue with, and the personal 
reasons are my own kids. They are 14, 
13, and almost 5 years old. I need to 
know, just as every parent needs to 
know, that when we put our child on a 
schoolbus that child is going some-
where where they are going to be safe, 
they are going to be protected, and 
they are not going to be victims, they 
are not going to fall prey to some of 
the very people who are supposed to be 
looking after them. 

Unfortunately, for too many kids 
that is not true today, as is the story 
of one particular child who inspired 
this legislation. For a child named Jer-
emy Bell, the story begins in Delaware 
County, PA. One of the schoolteachers 
there molested several boys and raped 

one. Prosecutors decided they didn’t 
have enough evidence to bring a case 
against this monster. The school knew 
what was going on, so they decided to 
dismiss the teacher for sexually abus-
ing his students, but then, appallingly, 
the school decided to make sure he 
went off and became someone else’s 
problem. 

The Pennsylvania school wrote a let-
ter of recommendation for that teach-
er, who took that letter of rec-
ommendation and brought it to the 
school he applied to work at in West 
Virginia. He got hired, and over time 
he became the principal. Well, these 
kinds of pedophiles do not change their 
ways, and he didn’t change his ways in 
West Virginia. He continued to prey on 
kids. Eventually, he raped and then 
murdered a 12-year-old boy named Jer-
emy Bell. 

Justice eventually caught up with 
the killer, and he is now serving a life 
sentence for that murder. But for little 
Jeremy Bell that justice came too late. 
And, sadly, Jeremy Bell is not alone. 
Last year we had 459 school employees 
across America arrested for sexual mis-
conduct with the very children they 
are supposed to be protecting and 
teaching and caring for. That is more 
than one per day. And those are just 
the ones where there was enough evi-
dence to actually prosecute, to make 
an arrest and to pursue charges. How 
many others were getting away with 
this? 

Frankly, 2015 is not off to a much 
better start. So far we are 69 days into 
the new year and there have already 
been 82 school employees arrested 
across the country for sexual mis-
conduct with the schoolchildren in 
their care. 

These are not just statistics. These 
are not just numbers on a page. These 
are children’s lives, every single one of 
them; such as the little girl whose sex-
ual abuse began at age 10 and only 
ended when at age 17 she found herself 
pregnant with the teacher’s child; a 
teacher’s aide who raped a young men-
tally disabled boy in his care; a kinder-
garten teacher who kept a child during 
recess and forced her to perform sexual 
acts on him. 

It is hard to even talk about these 
changes, but they are happening—one 
school employee after another caught 
with child pornography. Sometimes 
these images are of kids who are just 1 
year old. This is unbelievable. It is out-
rageous. But it is happening. 

We in Congress have to do what we 
can to stop this, and we can do some-
thing. The Toomey-Manchin protecting 
students bill takes an important step 
in the direction of stopping these out-
rageous acts, and it does so by relying 
on two mechanisms to accomplish this. 
The first mechanism is to require 
schools to do appropriate criminal 
background checks so we are not know-
ingly hiring pedophiles in our schools; 
and the second is to ban this terrible 
practice by which schools knowingly 
send a letter of recommendation for 
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