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Sportmen’s Act of 2015, and I will start
out by acknowledging the great work
by the chair of the Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, Senator MUR-
KOWSKI of Alaska, who has been a great
partner in quickly moving this legisla-
tion forward.

The Sportsmen’s Act of 2015 is gain-
ing new momentum and earning wide-
spread bipartisan support from both
sides of the aisle, from the east coast
to the west coast and, frankly, every-
where in between. Improving access for
hunters and anglers, restoring wildlife
habitat, and protecting the way of life
that so many of us cherish are things
we can all agree on because as Ameri-
cans we all have a unique and deep con-
nection to the outdoors.

The Sportmen’s Act of 2015 includes a
broad array of bipartisan measures to
enhance opportunities for hunters, an-
glers, and outdoor recreation enthu-
siasts. It reauthorizes key conservation
programs, improves access to our pub-
lic lands, and helps boost the outdoor
recreation economy. Hunting is a way
of life for me and for many families
across this great Nation,

Similar to many New Mexicans, my
11-year-old son and I went out hunting
on public land last fall. The bull elk we
brought home will feed our family for
most of the coming year, but more im-
portantly the experience of back-
packing into the Sangre de Cristos and
Carson National Forest, sleeping on
the ground, and hearing the elk bugle
all around us will feed my son’s imagi-
nation for decades to come.

The Sportmen’s Act will help ensure
that American families can pass on
these outdoor traditions year after
year and for generations to come.

When I travel around New Mexico
and talk with sportsmen and sports-
women, their No. 1 issue is access, and
that is why I am so pleased that a pro-
vision I have been championing to
unlock countless public lands is in-
cluded in this package. Public lands,
such as the Gila Wilderness, Valles
Caldera National Preserve, and the Rio
Grande del Norte National Monument
are some of the most special places to
hunt and fish left on the planet.

The HUNT Act directs all Federal
public land management agencies to
identify our shared lands where hunt-
ing and fishing and outdoor recreation
are permitted but where access is non-
existent or significantly restricted and
develop plans to provide that access.

Additionally, a provision led by my
colleague, Montana Senator JON
TESTER, is also included in this bill to
require a percentage of our annual
Land and Water Conservation Funds to
be made available to improve rec-
reational access to difficult-to-reach
public lands.

Among many other bipartisan, prag-
matic efforts to enhance opportunities
for hunters and anglers, the Sports-
men’s Act would reauthorize NAWCA,
the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Act, the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, and the Federal
Land Transaction Facilitation Act.
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It is clear these efforts increase and
reaffirm our country’s commitment to
the conservation of fish and wildlife
habitat, but they are just as important
for the future of our economy across
the West.

Nationally, according to the Outdoor
Industry Association, more than 140
million Americans either make their
living off the outdoors or make outdoor
activity a priority in their daily lives.
When they do that, they end up spend-
ing $646 billion on outdoor recreation,
resulting in quality jobs for another 6.1
million Americans.

In my home State of New Mexico—a
small State with just 2 million people—
outdoor recreation generates more
than $6 billion a year. It provides 68,000
jobs and $1.7 billion in wages and an-
nual salaries.

A survey done recently by New Mex-
ico Game and Fish found that sports-
men alone spend more than $613 mil-
lion per year in our State. This boost
to our economy is felt by business own-
ers, outfitter guides, hotels, res-
taurants, gas stations, and the entire
local community—especially in our
rural communities. The truth is our
deep connection to the outdoors is part
of the American experience and it is
part of our heritage and culture in the
West. It is something we learn from
our mothers and fathers and pass down
to our sons and our daughters.

The Sportmen’s Act will help protect
that heritage and ensure it continues
for generations to come.

I thank the Presiding Officer for in-
dulging me, and I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING VIETNAM VETERANS
AND NORTH DAKOTA’S SOLDIERS
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN VIET-
NAM

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President,
today I rise to speak about and honor
our Nation’s Vietnam veterans, par-
ticularly North Dakota’s Vietnam vet-
erans. Since I took office, I have made
it a priority to travel throughout
North Dakota to meet with my State’s
veterans, so many wonderful men and
women who continue to serve not only
their country but also our State and
their communities. All these veterans
deserve a place of honor in our society.

We are in the midst of the 50th anni-
versary of the Vietnam war. On May 25,
2012, President Obama issued this proc-
lamation calling on the Nation to
honor Vietnam veterans and to honor
particularly those brave servicemem-
bers who gave their lives in service to
their country.

This special period of honoring our
Vietnam veterans runs through 2025.

The
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Today I follow up on a commitment I
made last year. I want to focus on
North Dakota’s soldiers who lost their
lives in Vietnam. In this effort, I have
partnered with students from Bismarck
High School in researching these sol-
diers. I want to thank their instruc-
tors, Lori Forde, Sara Rinas, and Alli-
son Wendel for coordinating this
project and sharing their students’ re-
search with my office. I think this is a
wonderful partnership to explain and
to research a war that was long forgot-
ten for many of these young students.

Throughout this effort I want to
make sure our Nation never forgets the
needs of our Vietnam veterans. I want
to make sure our Nation continues fur-
ther to honor them. I have a poster
that we have created that will be
placed in every one of our offices, both
in Washington, DC, and in my various
State offices. I am hopeful we will be
able to distribute this poster through-
out all of the veterans service organi-
zations in North Dakota as we con-
tinue this period of remembrance.

In North Dakota, we take much pride
in our history and devotion to service.
When our Nation, our State, and our
community are called, North Dakotans
stand up—mo matter what the cost.
And 198 sons of North Dakota did not
make it home from the Vietnam war;
198 sons of North Dakota gave their
lives in service to the freedom of this
country. These sons, brothers, and fa-
thers have made the ultimate sacrifice.

Today, I want to honor them individ-
ually by talking about the lives of
these individuals—some of these indi-
vidual members. I intend throughout
this Congress to come to the floor and
remember each one of them individ-
ually and remember each one of their
sacrifices.

DAVID ELSBERND

So today, I begin with David
Elsbernd. He was born June 28, 1949,
and he was from the community of
Crosby. He served in the Army in the
196th Light Infantry Brigade. The date
of his death was September 9, 1969. He
was 20 years old. David had a sister and
three brothers—one who also served.
The brother who also served was in-
jured in Vietnam. David’s father re-
members him as a kind, generous per-
son who thought of everyone else first.

Fellow soldier Paul Hughes wrote the
book ‘““The Light Within,” which in-
cludes an account of David’s death. Da-
vid’s family is thankful to his fellow
soldiers and friends for taking care of
him.

ELROY BEIER

Elroy Beier was born February 26,
1947, and grew up in Langdon. He
served in the Army in the 101st Air-
borne Division. His date of death was
May 5, 1968. He was 21 years old. He had
three brothers and one sister. His
mother Violet was proud to be a Gold
Star Mother and was a member of the
VFW and the American Legion Auxil-
iary.

Elroy played basketball for Langdon
Area High School. In Vietnam, Elroy
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was injured while firing at opposing
forces to help his fellow soldiers return
to safety. Despite his injury, Elroy re-
fused to return to the United States.
After healing, he bravely stood his
ground in a firefight to help his fellow
soldiers but was fatally wounded.

Elroy’s nephew, Marcus, was inspired
by Elroy’s bravery and sacrifice and, as
a result, he joined the military.

JOHN LUNDIN

John Lundin was born February 3,
1932. His hometown was Sentinel Butte.
He served in the Army, Advisory Team
91. The date of his death was April 25,
1970. He was 38 years old. John was the
oldest of eight children.

While stationed in Germany, he met
and married Charlotte. When he was
killed in action, he left behind Char-
lotte and 3 children, ages 14, 9, and 4.

Before his deployment to Vietnam,
the Army taught him the Vietnamese
language. He was posthumously award-
ed the Silver Star for gallantry in ac-
tion and the Bronze Star for wvalor.
John’s family cherishes the letter the
Army gave them describing John’s her-
oism the day he died, when he sac-
rificed himself by drawing fire away
from his fellow soldiers.

I want to give special thanks to Bis-
marck High School students Emily
Schmid, Brittany Hawkinson,
McKenzie Rittel, and Shelby
Wittenberg for reaching out to John
Lundin’s family and learning this im-
portant information about John’s life
and his extraordinary service.

MARVIS BRISS

Marvis Briss was born November 6,
1948. He grew up in Binford. He served
in the Army, 11th Battalion, 9th Infan-
try Division. He died May 28, 1969, at
the age of 20.

Marvis grew up on a farm, and his
siblings remember him as a wonderful
brother. His family is honored that he
was so brave. He earned the Air Medal
for meritorious achievement, out-
standing degree of professionalism, and
devotion to duty, and the Army Com-
mendation Medal for heroic actions in
keeping with the highest traditions of
military service.

Marvis was pictured in the 1969 LIFE
magazine article about the 242 Amer-
ican soldiers killed in 7 days in the
Vietnam war.

KENYON BEAN

Kenyon ‘“Ken’ Bean was born May 25,
1946. He grew up in Williston. He served
in the Army, 35th Infantry, 256th Infan-
try Division. His date of death was May
19, 1967. He was 20 years old. Ken was
the oldest of three. Ken’s sister Cheryl
and brother Lowell remember his won-
derful sense of humor and his strong
desire to farm.

He earned the Bronze Star, Purple
Heart, and the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal for heroism in his attempt to
move his critically injured platoon
leader to safety while under sniper fire.

His commanding officer cited Ken’s
courageous self-sacrifice and inspiring
bravery as reflecting great credit upon
himself and the U.S. Army.
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PAUL WOLOS

Paul Wolos was born July 22, 1947. He
is from Canada, but he enlisted in
Fargo. He served in the Marine Corps,
1 Marine Expeditionary Force, 1st Ma-
rine Division. He died May 28, 1967. At
the time of his death, he was 20 years
old.

His uncle, a U.S. Marine, sponsored
him so that as a Canadian he could en-
list in the U.S. Marine Corps. Paul was
proud to volunteer and to serve the
United States as a marine so he could
fight communism.

Paul signed a noncitizen waiver so he
could serve in-country in Vietnam with
his unit. One story that his friends re-
call is on a hunting trip Paul was so
proud of his service as a U.S. Marine,
that when he went home for Christmas
after basic training, his friends joked
that Paul didn’t take his uniform off
once.

DAVID BERDAHL

David Berdahl was born January 16,
1953. He grew up in Minot. He served in
the Army, 101st Airborne Division. His
date of death is stated to be January
20, 1972. He was 19 years old when he
went missing.

David is the first son born of 13 chil-
dren. His family remembers him as al-
ways helping others. During the Minot
floods of 1969, the family moved to safe-
ty, but David stayed in town, sandbag-
ging all night long.

At age 17, David expressed interest in
joining the Army, but his mom asked
him to wait. At 18, he joined on his
own.

In Vietnam, he started as a heli-
copter mechanic. He offered to go on a
helicopter rescue mission, but the heli-
copter was shot down, causing it to
catch fire and costing David his life.

RICHARD *‘DICK’’ OLSON

Richard ‘“‘Dick” Olson, born June 8,
1949, grew up in Grand Forks. He was in
the Marine Corps, 1st Battalion, 4th
Marines. His date of death was April 26,
1968. He went missing at age 18.

Richard was survived by his parents,
two sisters, and a brother. He loved to
sing and was in a band for some of his
teenage years. His sister, Roberta, re-
members his generosity and tells about
how Dick once bought groceries for a
friend in need and how once Dick lit-
erally gave the shirt off his back so his
friend would have a nice shirt to wear
the day he enlisted in the Marines.
Dick entered the Marine Corps at age
17 and was killed in action 1 year later.

MERLIN LABER

Merlin Laber was born September 5,
1947, and grew up in Sykeston. He
served in the Army, 198th Light Infan-
try Brigade. The date of his death was
May 14, 1969. He was 21 years old.

He was the oldest of nine children; he
had four brothers and four sisters. His
father served in World War II. Two of
his brothers also served in the mili-
tary, one in Korea and Vietnam and
the other in the Middle East. Merlin
loved cars, and he held the Sykeston
record in track. He was also featured in
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the 1969 LIFE magazine article about
the 242 American soldiers Kkilled in 7
days in the Vietnam war.

THOMAS ‘‘TOM’’ BEYER

Tom Beyer was born March 10, 1941.
He grew up in Fargo. He served in the
Air Force, 20th Tactical Support
Squadron. His date of death was July
30, 1968. He was 27 years old when he
went missing.

He was survived by his wife Karen
and his two children, Sandra and Ste-
ven. He was preceded in death by one
son, John. The family remembers
Thomas as a wonderful person. He
graduated from NDSU and enjoyed his
family, flying, playing the piano, hunt-
ing, and golf. After his death, he was
promoted from captain to major. His
remains were recovered and laid to rest
in Fargo in 2010.

CHARLES WENDT

Charles Wendt was born February 24,
1947, and grew up in Dickinson. He
served in the Army, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion. His date of death was June 5, 1968,
and he was 21 years old. His father, also
named Charles Wendt, served in the
Army.

Prior to joining the Army at age 20,
Charles worked for Viegel Engineering,
which is now KLJ, one of the most
prominent engineering firms in the
State of North Dakota.

DOUGLAS PIERCE

Douglas Pierce was born September
24, 1952. He was from Illinois, but he
was living in Fargo when he enlisted.
He served in the Army, 1st Cavalry
Regiment. His date of death was No-
vember 26, 1971, and he was 19 years
old.

His father worked as a VA hospital
administrator in several cities, includ-
ing Fargo. Two brothers, Vince and
Mark, also died as a result of the Viet-
nam conflict. Doug was a straight-A
student, an A-plus student who wanted
to serve his country. He loved Appa-
loosa horses. His twin sister, Debby,
fondly remembers the day when, as
children, they attended a Hollywood
parade and Doug ran into the street to
pick up and keep the horseshoe that
fell off of the foot of Roy Rogers’ horse,
Trigger.

DALE AMUNDSON

Dale Amundson was born July 11,
1948. He was from Finley and served in
the Army, 1lst Infantry Regiment. Oc-
tober 30, 1968, was his date of death at
the age of 20.

One of his nephews is named after
him. His nephew is named Dale. In high
school, he was one of the charter mem-
bers of the first FAA chapter in Finley.
Private First Class Amundson died
about 2 months after beginning his
service in Vietnam.

WILLIAM BACKER

William Backer was born June 28,
1949. He was from Mandan. He served in
the Marine Corps, 2nd Battalion, 1st
Marine Regiment. His date of death
was January 12, 1968. He died at the age
of 18.

William was a third-generation vet-
eran. His grandfather served in the
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Army in World War I and was awarded
the Silver Star. His father served in
the Army in World War II. William had
three brothers: Paul, Jim, and John.
William’s brothers remember him as a
dedicated marine who gave his life for
a cause in which he strongly believed.
They cherish the memories and the
stories they keep in their hearts today
about their brother.
GILBERT ‘‘GIL’’ BARGMANN

Gil Bargmann was born July 26, 1950.
He grew up in Hannover, served in the
Army, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regi-
ment. He died on June 19, 1969, at the
age of 18.

Gil had three brothers and two sis-
ters. He grew up on a dairy farm in the
Hannover area. One of his squad broth-
ers credits Gil for saving his life by
covering his flank the day Gil died.

Gil’s niece, Briana, connected three
men who served with Gil in Vietnam
with Gil’s family. Three of Gil’s friends
and two of their wives traveled to Han-
nover to meet Gil’s mother and sib-
lings.

I am struck as I go through these
names and as I review all of the people,
and I am struck, sitting by children
who are maybe just 2 years younger
than these brave men who served our
country. I know it is impossible to pre-
dict what amazing things they would
have done had they not sacrificed their
lives. So it is so important that we rec-
ognize their heroism, that we recognize
their sacrifice, and that we honor them
during this period of recognition of the
sacrifices of the Vietnam war.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ATF PROPOSAL ON M855
AMMUNITION

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, in my
home State of Kansas, we enjoy a spe-
cial way of life. I have talked about it
many times on the Senate floor. That
special way of life includes a rich tradi-
tion of hunting, target shooting, and
other law-abiding activities covered by
our Second Amendment rights. Our
State welcomes nearly 300,000 hunters
each year, and in turn those individ-
uals create jobs and economic oppor-
tunity for many Kansans.

I was disturbed to learn of a recent
proposal by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives. On
Friday, February 13, the ATF pro-
posed—without any instruction from
Congress, on its own volition—a frame-
work to determine whether M855 am-
munition, which is popular for hunting
and target shooting, is primarily in-
tended to be used for sporting or if it is
more likely to be used in handguns by
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criminals. ATF indicated it wants to
ban the ammunition, which has been
used by law-abiding citizens, including
Kansans, for decades because it is
“‘armor piercing’’ and, therefore, poses
a risk to the safety of law enforcement
officials.

The fact is that almost all rifle am-
munition is armor-piercing. The Law
Enforcement Protection Act of 1986,
which ATF cites as a statutory author-
ity to ban this ammunition, specifi-
cally exempts armor-piercing ammuni-
tion ‘“which the Attorney General finds
is primarily intended to be used for
sporting purposes.’” Congress’s intent
for providing this exemption was clear:
Law-abiding citizens should not be de-
prived of their right to use this ammo
for legitimate purposes, such as target
shooting, hunting, and shooting com-
petitions. In fact, Kansans, who ex-
pressed their concern to me about this
issue in recent weeks, have consist-
ently indicated that the proposed ban
would directly interfere with their
sporting uses and, more broadly, their
Second Amendment rights.

Most troubling about the ATF pro-
posal was how it intended to judge
“likely use’ of this ammunition. ATF
planned to judge that M855 ammuni-
tion is more likely to be used in a
handgun for criminal purposes rather
than for sporting purposes simply
based upon the bullet’s weight and type
of firearm in which it could be loaded.
What was missing was any interest by
ATF in the law-abiding ammunition
consumers across the county. How
might they use the ammunition? How
could ATF determine primary intended
use without conducting a study on how
that ammunition actually would be
used by the public?

The ATF framework failed to make
any objective conclusions and would
have served as nothing more than a
tool for increased gun restrictions—and
I would say increased gun restrictions
that weren’t passed by Congress.

Last week, the Senate Judiciary
Committee chairman, Senator GRASS-
LEY, circulated a letter among my col-
leagues and to me directed at ATF Di-
rector B. Todd Jones outlining these
and many other concerns related to the
proposed framework to ban this ammu-
nition. I join Senator GRASSLEY in
signing this letter, and I am thankful
it appears that our message was re-
ceived because on Tuesday of this week
the ATF announced that it will ‘‘for-
mally delay’” the implementation of
the proposed ammunition ban. I thank
the thousands—in fact, tens of thou-
sands of Americans who voiced their
concerns both to Congress and to ATF.
ATF received an incredible 80,000 pub-
lic comments on the proposed frame-
work.

Congress has never banned this am-
munition and has never intended to
ban it. In the future, the ATF should
not propose to ban any widely used
form of ammunition favored by law-
abiding civilians for lawful purposes.

Again, I am thankful that the pro-
posed framework has now been re-
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scinded, and I will continue my efforts
in the Senate to support the Second
Amendment freedoms of all Americans.

I yield to the Senator from Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the good work of the Senator
from Kansas. We have worked on, in
the Banking Committee, a number of
issues together, and I appreciate the
work we have been able to do across
party lines. So I thank the Senator for
that.

———
TRADE TRANSPARENCY

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I am
joined on the floor this evening by Sen-
ator CASEY. Just 2 weeks ago, he and I
and a half dozen other Senators came
to the floor in an unusual configura-
tion. It is not something Senators do
all that often. We came as a group, but
each spoke individually about our con-
cerns with trade promotion authority
and the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
both the so-called fast track and the
trade agreement that is being nego-
tiated among the United States, Can-
ada, Mexico, some Pacific nations, and
Peru, I believe, too, as well as nations
in Asia.

The concerns we have and the con-
cerns an increasing number of Senators
have about trade promotion authority,
about fast track—they changed the
name because they knew the public did
not like fast track, so they tried to ob-
scure it by coming up with some tech-
nical-sounding name—trade promotion
authority. We have increasingly seen
the public rising up against these trade
agreements because we have watched
them for some 20 years, and we have
seen the damage the North American
Free Trade Agreement did to the
United States, to our economy, and to
workers around the world. We have
seen that has been sort of a prototype
for the next generation of CAFTA and
other agreements in Colombia and
Peru and now the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership.

I want to discuss this, in part, be-
cause we know so little about the U.S.
Trade Representative’s upcoming trade
agenda and specifically the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership. The way we pass
trade agreements, and it is important
for colleagues to understand this,
stands in a class by itself. No other leg-
islation we do is as hidden not only
from public view but even those in this
body whose constitutional duty it is to
approve or reject them.

Senator CASEY and I stood here in
the well of the Senate, we raised our
right hands—Senator CASEY and I were
honored to come in at the same time,
as of January 2007 and then again in
January 2013. We raised our right hands
and took an oath understanding our
constitutional duty to approve or re-
ject trade agreements.

Article I, section 8 of the Constitu-
tion entrusts in Congress the authority
to regulate commerce with foreign na-
tions, but the current TPP language is
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