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for social justice and standing up for
the most vulnerable in our society.

In 1945, she came to Chicago and
worked as a youth minister and a field
organizer with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. At the height of the civil rights
movement, she followed Dr. King to
Atlanta, where she organized meetings,
rallies and transportation for wvolun-
teers who came to participate in the
marches and sit-ins. She also helped or-
ganize the 1963 march on Washington.

Reverend Barrow didn’t just fight for
racial equality, she fought for women’s
rights, labor rights and gay rights too.
While she helped Rev. Jesse Jackson
start Operation Breadbasket on the
South Side of Chicago, she was fighting
sexism within the civil rights move-
ment. During meetings, some even
asked Reverend Jackson why he
brought his secretary.

But as Operation Breadbasket
evolved into the Rainbow/PUSH Coali-
tion, Reverend Barrow became the first
woman to lead the organization. As the
chairman of the board and CEO, Rev-
erend Barrow brought women together
from the Chicago Network—an organi-
zation comprised of Chicago’s most dis-
tinguished professional women—to talk
about their leadership roles and the
underrepresentation of women on cor-
porate boards.

Around Chicago, she was known as
“‘godmother’ for the work she did with
many young community activists—in-
cluding Barack Obama. She took on
causes ranging from AIDS awareness to
traveling on missions of peace to Viet-
nam, Russia, Nicaragua, Cuba and
South Africa when Nelson Mandela was
released from prison.

Last Sunday, 70,000 people gathered
in Selma, AL, to remember and cele-
brate the civil rights leaders who
marched 50 years ago. Sadly, Reverend
Barrow couldn’t be there. But 50 years
ago, Reverend Barrow was on the front
lines, marching alongside Dr. King and
future Congressman JOHN LEWIS.

Years ago, I made the trip to Selma
and stood on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge where Reverend Barrow
marched and JOHN LEWIS was beaten
unconscious and nearly killed by Ala-
bama State troopers. It was profoundly
moving to see the places where leaders
like these risked their lives to redeem
the promises of America for all of us.
And it’s because of civil rights leaders
like Reverend Barrow that our Nation
has made progress in the pursuit of so-
cial justice. But we know that bridges
run both ways. We can move ahead, or
we can turn back. Without the courage,
the leadership, and the determination
of Rev. Willie T. Barrow, the fight to
move forward just got a little harder.

——

ASSAULT ON PRESS FREEDOM IN
TURKEY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have
spoken many times on the Senate floor
in defense of press freedom because it
is a fundamental cornerstone of a
democratic society. Today I want to
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briefly draw the Senate’s attention to
the situation in Turkey, one of the
many countries in the world where this
basic right is under threat by officials
in the government who seek to silence
their critics.

Recently, in the latest assault on
press freedom, Turkish police arrested
and detained nearly two dozen mem-
bers of the news media, including
Ekrem Dumanli and Hidayet Karaca,
two prominent journalists who are well
known to be affiliated with Fethullah
Gulen, a vocal critic of President
Erdogan. The sweeping charges levied
against them were not only intended to
stop their criticism, but to intimidate
anyone who is critical of the Turkish
Government. While Mr. Dumanli has
since been released, Mr. Karaca re-
mains in prison.

This case reflects a broader pattern
of repression in Turkey, where targeted
reprisals against outspoken critics
have become a common practice for
that government. In fact, Reporters
Without Borders ranked Turkey 154 out
of 180 nations for press freedom in its
2014 World Press Freedom Index, and
Turkey has consistently been among
the top jailers of journalists, along
with China and Iran. This latest cen-
sorship continues the abuse of the
Turkish penal code and further erodes
what remains of press freedom in Tur-
key.

Not only are these actions incon-
sistent with the norms and values ex-
pected of Turkey, a NATO ally; they
violate Turkey’s own commitments
under international law, foment fur-
ther dissent, and serve to affirm the al-
legations being made against the
Erdogan administration. I am dis-
appointed with the backsliding from
democracy that we have seen in Tur-
key, and I am concerned that it will
weaken our important strategic part-
nership in the region. I join the many
government officials, advocates, jour-
nalists and others who have called for
a prompt resolution of these cases, and
an end to the Turkish Government’s
jailing of people for exercising their
right to free expression. The inter-
national community and people of good
will everywhere expect better from the
government of that great nation. The
people of Turkey deserve better.

———————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF BUR-
LINGTON, VERMONT POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, next
week I will join many Vermonters to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
Burlington Police Department, which
was established in early 1865 with the
appointment of the city’s first con-
stable, Luman A. Drew. For the sake of
historical perspective: Mr. Drew was
chosen for this high post after his serv-
ice in the pursuit and capture of a
group of Confederate cavalrymen who
had raided nearby St. Albans, robbing
its banks and burning its buildings be-
fore fleeing toward Canada.
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For many months now, Burlington
Detective Jeffrey Beerworth has been
compiling that bit of history and other
stories in his research of the depart-
ment’s history, and his vignettes are
both entertaining and informative.
They are particularly interesting to
me, as I reflect on my work as a pros-
ecutor with law enforcement agencies
in Burlington and other communities
as State’s attorney for Chittenden
County earlier in my career. Most im-
portantly, they show us how the role of
law enforcement officers has evolved
over the years. I imagine that First
Constable Drew could not have fore-
seen police wearing body cameras in
2015, nor would he recognize the chal-
lenges that heroin and other drugs pose
to our society. Back in his day, First
Constable Drew’s main concerns were
horse theft and public drunkenness.

A visit to the Burlington Police De-
partment website today offers a
glimpse of the many investigative
units, programs and community out-
reach services that fall under today’s
rubric of police work. I am proud of the
efforts of Police Chief Michael
Schirling and his team in connecting
one-on-one with the residents of Bur-
lington. Community policing is alive
and well in Vermont’s largest city, and
other departments around the country
could learn much from what Bur-
lington has done. The Junior Commu-
nity Police Academy creates relation-
ships among police officers and the
city’s youths, who someday may be-
come officers themselves. In partnering
with the Howard Center, officers work
with the Street Outreach Team to sup-
port those with psychiatric and sub-
stance abuse issues, or those who cope
with homelessness or other behavioral
challenges. These cases traditionally
account for a large percentage of police
calls, yet this innovative program al-
lows for trained professionals to ad-
dress social service needs and allow po-
lice officers to focus on public safety.

The Daily Activity Log of the Bur-
lington Police Department offers a
glimpse of the range and volume of
calls to which today’s officers must re-
spond. In a recent 2-day period, 223
records were logged, ranging from the
minor to the tragic. Of course, there
are many that are recorded simply as
“traffic stops,” but we know that every
traffic stop has the potential for the
unknown. That is why I have worked
hard over many years to support these
officers by providing Federal funds for
bulletproof vests. Officers need this
protection and deserve nothing less.

Chief Schirling has laid out a series
of upcoming events to mark the de-
partment’s 150 years of service. These
will include a community barbecue and
open house, along with his monthly
“Coffees with the Chief.”” This is all in
keeping with his vision of community
policing, and this celebration will be
shared by all who benefit from the
work of a highly professional and dedi-
cated police force.
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