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like Gloria who are about to enter the labor
market. And they contribute to lower wages for
hardworking people like Gloria’s father, who
dedicated their lives to their jobs and the in-
dustries in which they worked.

From the little we know from past trade
deals and the shroud of secrecy being kept
around the TPP and TTIP, we have to assume
that these deals will be equally devastating for
American workers like Chuck and future work-
ers like Gloria.

The fact that these deals are so veiled in
secrecy is unsettling, but the real economic
danger comes in the form of trade promotion
authority. This so-called “fast track” authority
would compel Congress to vote on these mas-
sive trade deals within just a few weeks of
being allowed to read them, without any op-
portunity to push for important changes includ-
ing improvements to environmental and labor
standards. | can imagine reasons why trade
supporters would want to fast track a secret
trade deal, but none of them involve the be-
nevolent treatment of American workers or in-
creasing the market value of their labor.

KORUS ANNIVERSARY

This week the Korea-U.S. Free Trade
Agreement passed its third year in effect. |
would like to remind everyone that it was sold
to us on a promise of “more exports, more
jobs.” In truth, we have seen exactly the oppo-
site since the deal went into effect. U.S. ex-
ports to Korea have fallen and imports have
surged.

Our overall trade deficit with Korea is 84
percent higher than it was the year before the
agreement was signed, an increase of 12.7
billion dollars. A large portion of that increase
comes from manufacturing imports, especially
passenger vehicles.

Yes, auto exports to Korea are up an esti-
mated 23,000 cars from a pre-KORUS number
of around 15,000. The bad news is that the
U.S. imported 450,000 more passenger cars
over the same period. This works out to an-
other 5.7 billion dollars or 36 percent alone for
our auto trade deficit with Korea. That means
more than lost profits for U.S. companies; it
also means lost wages and lost jobs for thou-
sands of U.S. workers.

Let me also remind everyone that the Ko-
rean trade agreement is the model for the
much larger Trans Pacific Partnership that re-
mains shrouded in secrecy.

Gloria put it perfectly in her letter: “America
has seemingly given up.” Is this what we want
our young people to think? That we no longer
care, that we are no longer committed to offer-
ing them a better future?

Lost jobs and downward pressure on wages
are the legacy of trade in America, and we
owe it to these young people to do better. We
owe it to them to protect the American econ-
omy, to protect American jobs and to protect
the middle class. We have a chance to show
them that we haven’t given up, and that we've
learned from past mistakes, like NAFTA and
KORUS. We can do this by putting an end to
unfair free trade deals, and negotiating fair
trade deals that work for everyone, including
American workers.

We owe it to the next generation to build a
new legacy for American trade. There are mu-
tual gains to be had if the free people of the
world can work together, maintaining real
labor and environmental standards and show-
ing the world a better, and freer, way to live
and work. We have seen glimpses of what this
can look like, but for decades, when push
comes to shove, our leaders have decided to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

balk and cave, letting false promises and voo-
doo economics drive the selling out of Amer-
ican workers time and again. We need to de-
mand more of this administration and the mas-
sive global trade deals it strives to enact. We
need real transparency and real standards or

we need to say no more to terrible trade!
Mr. TONKO. Thank you so much,

Representative KAPTUR.

Let’s move forward with socio-
economic environmental justice, where
we can grow this Nation and job oppor-
tunities and undo those trade deficits.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
thank Mr. TONKO for the time to discuss the
troubling issue of “fast track” trade authority.

President Obama and some of our Repub-
lican colleagues want to use this process to
ensure that the massive Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, or TPP, trade deal is passed quickly and
without input from Congress. Under this au-
thority, we would have to vote on this far-
reaching trade agreement that has been nego-
tiated in secret without the ability to offer
amendments or engage in meaningful debate.

Considering the TPP under fast track au-
thority is simply another symptom of this
closed Congress, where we have been de-
prived of our authority and responsibility to
protect our constituents. And if past trade
deals are any indication, American workers
and manufacturers need our help now more
than ever before. For as long as the United
States has been signing free trade agree-
ments, we have watched helplessly as quality,
middle class jobs have flowed overseas. Quite
frankly, over my career, | have never seen a
trade agreement that benefited the American
worker or the American manufacturer.

| come from a district that has been dev-
astated by short-sighted trade agreements like
NAFTA, CAFTA, and recent agreements with
Korea and Colombia. It is estimated that since
NAFTA went into effect, the United States has
lost 5 million manufacturing jobs. In the Roch-
ester area alone, we have only half the manu-
facturing jobs that we did then.

Our economy simply cannot afford another
NAFTA-style, job-kiling trade agreement,
which is exactly what the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership is.

| have great confidence in the American
worker and American businesses to compete
and succeed in the global marketplace if given
a fair and level playing field. For generations,
our country has shown that hard work and in-
genuity are the engines of progress and eco-
nomic prosperity. Innovations that shaped the
21st century economy were conceived and
produced here in the United States, many in
Rochester | might add.

In return for allowing other countries to ben-
efit from our hard work and innovation, Amer-
ica was rewarded with a strong middle class.

But other countries have taken advantage of
us, and we have to stand strong against them.
American workers should not be forced to
compete against workers in countries like Viet-
nam where wages are as low as 50 cents per
hour.

We need to level the economic playing field
and stop jobs from being shipped overseas.
We’re not going to do that by enacting fast
track and allowing more poorly conceived
trade agreements like the TPP to decimate
our economy.

Congress cannot afford to give this adminis-
tration—or any future one—the benefit of the
doubt by passing fast track authority. By now,
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it should be clear that a closed legislative
process isn’'t good for Congress or the Amer-
ican people. | firmly oppose fast track authority
and | urge my colleagues to stand up for our
constituents before it’s too late.

——————

RESIGNATIONS AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND
MEANS, COMMITTEE ON THE
BUDGET, AND COMMITTEE ON
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tions as a member of the Committee on
Ways and Means, the Committee on the
Budget, and the Committee on House
Administration:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER, Effective today I
hereby resign from my assignments to the
House Committee on Ways & Means, House
Committee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

Respectfully,
AARON SCHOCK,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

———

PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY
MATERIAL

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC.

MR. ToM PRICE OF GEORGIA. Mr. Speaker,
section 3(h) of House Resolution 5 requires
the concurrent resolution on the budget to
include a section related to means-tested
and non-means-tested direct spending pro-
grams. Section 3(h) of House Resolution 5
also requires the Chair of the Committee on
the Budget to submit a statement in the
Congressional Record defining those terms
prior to the consideration of such concurrent
resolution on the budget.

Enclosed please find two tables prepared in
order to fulfill this requirement. I have also
included a communication and associated ta-
bles from the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office, with whom I have consulted
in the preparation of this material. While
the non-means-tested list is not exhaustive,
all programs not considered means-tested
can be considered non-means-tested direct
spending.

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, March 13, 2015.
Re Spending for Means-Tested Programs.

Hon. Tom PRICE, M.D.,
Chairman, Committee on the Budget, House of
Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: As you requested, en-
closed are two tables that show federal
spending for each of the government’s major
mandatory spending programs and tax cred-
its that are primarily means-tested (that is,
spending programs and tax credits that pro-
vide cash payments or other forms of assist-
ance to people with relatively low income or
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