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which President Putin staged for a
record $50 billion to boost his popu-
larity in Russia and in the world, Putin
quickly shed the garb of a successful
master of ceremonies and sent his
troops to reclaim and illegally annex
Crimea, then trump up a referendum in
an attempt to justify this annexation.

With his immediate mobilization of
the Russian military to try to tamp
down calls for democracy in Ukraine,
Putin planned to send a signal to Rus-
sian citizens and the world that he re-
mained popular and strong in the face
of growing calls from protesters in
Ukraine for pro-Russian President
Yanukovych to step down.

But Putin’s goal to maintain his pop-
ularity through military force failed.
Although Putin temporarily conjured
up nationalist sentiment in Russia
with his annexation of Ukraine, polls
show that the majority of Russian citi-
zens oppose sending Russian troops to
fight in Ukraine, diminishing his popu-
larity at home.

Meanwhile, Putin continued to ig-
nore, with impunity, calls by the
United States and Europe to reverse
the illegal annexation of Crimea and
remove Russian military forces. Not
only did Putin refuse to withdraw
forces from those countries or reverse
Crimea’s annexation, he armed pro-
Russian separatists in Ukraine with
Russian surface-to-air missiles, which
downed a civilian airliner and killed
nearly 300 passengers and crew, to the
horror of the United States and West-
ern Europe, just after the Sochi Olym-
pics.

Less than 3 months ago on this floor,
in early December 2014, I underlined
my deep concerns, shared by my con-

stituents, about Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine, Georgia, and
Moldova. I appreciate your over-

whelming support of H. Res. 7568 con-
demning Russian aggression as a viola-
tion of international law and a breach
of the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine, Georgia, and
Moldova.

However, as could be expected, Putin
did not listen to us or our allies. Just
a month later, in January of 2015, Rus-
sian troops reengaged with Ukrainian
forces in the Donbass region of
Ukraine, breaking the cease-fire pro-
tocol signed in Minsk in September of
2014.

Although the leaders of UKraine,
Russia, France, and Germany agreed to
reinstate a cease-fire on February 12 of
this year, Russian forces violated the
agreement within days, attacking a
railway hub in Ukraine and threat-
ening other strategic cities. Russia’s
inability to honor a cease-fire under-
lines the importance of expanding the
scope of U.S. military assistance to
Ukraine, including the provision of le-
thal military weapons.

Putin and his advisers have consist-
ently denied that economic sanctions
have hurt Russia, adding that the drop
in the price of oil has resulted in plung-
ing Russia’s GDP and lowering the
standard of living in Russia.
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In addition to suffering economi-
cally, Russians have enjoyed no free-
dom of expression under Putin’s rule.
Such denial of basic human freedoms
await the citizens of Ukraine should
Russian aggression continue.

The latest travesty proving Putin’s
stifling of dissent to his authoritarian
rule is the ‘‘unexplained” gunning
down of prominent and popular opposi-
tion leader Boris Nemtsov in front of
the Kremlin just 36 hours before a rally
he had planned to lead to protest cor-
ruption and direct military involve-
ment in Ukraine. Not only was
Nemtsov a threat to Putin, he was
fearless. He exposed the truth of
Putin’s rule, his corrupt practices, and
the fraudulent elections he held in 2011
and 2012 that allowed him to return to
the presidency. Former Prime Minister
Kasyanov stated that there was only
one explanation for the murder: ‘‘He
was shot for telling the truth.”

The events over the past year have
made clear our path forward. We must
convince the administration to change
U.S. policy toward Russia. Putin’s ag-
gression in Ukraine and violation of
the most recent cease-fire are linked to
the assassination and are directing
people’s attention away from Russian
corruption and authoritarianism and
toward an external threat of democ-
racy.

Mr. Speaker, the United States must
work to restore the country’s terri-
torial integrity and ensure Russian
military forces are removed from sov-
ereign nations. We must convince our
President that Putin’s continuation of
a war in Ukraine is a desperate at-
tempt to divert attention.

I also call on Russia to release
Nadiya Savchenko, the Ukrainian Air
Force pilot who remains a prisoner in
Russia. And I call on the administra-
tion and Congress to fund lethal mili-
tary assistance to the Ukrainian Gov-
ernment.

————
THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BusTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition of the anti-middle
class budget introduced yesterday by
the House Republicans.

I view a budget as a statement of pri-
orities. Where we allocate our re-
sources is a clear demonstration that
we value our priorities as a nation.
This budget moves the middle class
backward, hurts families across my re-
gion, the State of Illinois, and in our
Nation.

Their budget makes deep cuts to in-
vestments in education, such as Pell
grants. I view education as a long-term
down payment not only for the lives of
individual students and families, but
for the future of our country.

Last week, I toured the region of our
State that I am privileged to represent,
and I spoke with community college
students about programs that help
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make college affordable and accessible
to them. I spoke with a young lady
named Annalea, who attends Spoon
River College in Canton, Illinois.

Annalea is one of eight children in
her family. She has been raised by a
single mother. Her father was addicted
to drugs and left their family in debt.
She is a full-time community college
student and also works 38 hours a week
as a cashier at a local grocery store.
Her family relies on her income to help
make ends meet. She depends on Pell
grants and student loans to finance her
education, which she knows is a path
for a better life ahead.

Annalea is studying psychology so
she can one day work as a school psy-
chologist and help other students with
the same kind of problems that she has
had to go through herself. She knows
that access to education is a key path-
way to success for her and other stu-
dents in our region, throughout our
State and throughout our Nation. She
wants to give back to the community
that has given her an opportunity to
move beyond the circumstances in
which she was born.

Mr. Speaker, we need to invest in
students like Annalea and the future of
our communities, not slash spending
on our young people’s futures. Let’s
stop pulling the rug from underneath
our students and saddling them with a
lifetime of debt. We need a budget that
invests in working families and in the
middle class and creates opportunity
for all to succeed in today’s economy.

That is why I am leading what I
would call a commonsense approach to
give more flexibility to Pell grant re-
cipients so students can take advan-
tage of this program year round. Many
of those who would benefit most are
nontraditional students who want to
complete their courses faster so they
can get back into the workforce and
also with smaller student loan debt.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues, both Democrats and Repub-
licans, to join with me and support our
young people, our students, and the
economic well-being of our commu-
nities by opposing these shortsighted
cuts to investments in our young peo-
ple.

———

THE LAND ACQUISITION TO CUT
NATIONAL DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDING). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Nevada (Mr. HARDY)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on a bill that I have
just introduced, my first as a Member
of this body.

The Land Acquisition to cut the Na-
tional Debt, or LAND Act, is a com-
monsense piece of legislation that
would prohibit the Secretary of the In-
terior from using Federal dollars to
purchase land, resulting in a net in-
crease in acreage under the jurisdiction
of the National Park Service, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife, and the Bureau of
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