cw?

March 18, 2015

avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings.

Effect of a Vacancy

(e) Any vacancy in the membership of a
subcommittee shall not affect the power of
the remaining members to execute the func-
tions of the subcommittee as long as the re-
quired quorum is present.

Records

(f) BEach subcommittee of the Committee
shall provide the full Committee with copies
of such records of votes taken in the sub-
committee and such other records with re-
spect to the subcommittee as the Chair
deems necessary for the Committee to com-
ply with all rules and regulations of the
House.

RULE 6
STAFF
In General

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed, and may be re-
moved by the Chair, and shall work under
the general supervision and direction of the
Chair.

(2) All professional and other staff provided
to the minority party members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed, and may be re-
moved, by the ranking minority member of
the Committee, and shall work under the
general supervision and direction of such
member.

(3) It is intended that the skills and experi-
ence of all members of the Committee staff
be available to all members of the Com-
mittee.

Subcommittee Staff

(b) From funds made available for the ap-
pointment of staff, the Chair of the Com-
mittee shall, pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule
X of the Rules of the House, ensure that suf-
ficient staff is made available so that each
subcommittee can carry out its responsibil-
ities under the rules of the Committee and
that the minority party is treated fairly in
the appointment of such staff.

Compensation of Staff

(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the Chair shall fix the compensation of all
professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee.

(2) The ranking minority member shall fix
the compensation of all professional and
other staff provided to the minority party
members of the Committee.

RULE 7
BUDGET AND TRAVEL
Budget

(a)(1) The Chair, in consultation with other
members of the Committee, shall prepare for
each Congress a budget providing amounts
for staff, necessary travel, investigation, and
other expenses of the Committee and its sub-
committees.

(2) From the amount provided to the Com-
mittee in the primary expense resolution
adopted by the House of Representatives, the
Chair, after consultation with the ranking
minority member, shall designate an amount
to be under the direction of the ranking mi-
nority member for the compensation of the
minority staff, travel expenses of minority
members and staff, and minority office ex-
penses. All expenses of minority members
and staff shall be paid for out of the amount
so set aside.

Travel
(b)(1) The Chair may authorize travel for
any member and any staff member of the
Committee in connection with activities or
subject matters under the general jurisdic-
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tion of the Committee. Before such author-
ization is granted, there shall be submitted
to the Chair in writing the following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel is to
occur.

(C) The names of the States or countries to
be visited and the length of time to be spent
in each.

(D) The names of members and staff of the
Committee for whom the authorization is
sought.

(2) Members and staff of the Committee
shall make a written report to the Chair on
any travel they have conducted under this
subsection, including a description of their
itinerary, expenses, and activities, and of
pertinent information gained as a result of
such travel.

(3) Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, and regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Administration.

RULE 8
COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION
Records

(a)(1) There shall be a transcript made of
each regular meeting and hearing of the
Committee, and the transcript may be print-
ed if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if
a majority of the members of the Committee
requests such printing. Any such transcripts
shall be a substantially verbatim account of
remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks.
Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
to require that all such transcripts be sub-
ject to correction and publication.

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of
all actions of the Committee and of its sub-
committees. The record shall contain all in-
formation required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House and shall be
available in electronic form and for public
inspection at reasonable times in the offices
of the Committee.

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data,
charts, and files shall be kept separate and
distinct from the congressional office
records of the Chair, shall be the property of
the House, and all Members of the House
shall have access thereto as provided in
clause 2(e)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

(4) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chair shall
notify the ranking minority member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause
4(b) of the rule, to withhold a record other-
wise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on written request of any member of the
Committee.

Committee Publications on the Internet

(b) The Chair shall maintain an official
Committee website for the purpose of car-
rying out the official responsibilities of the
Committee, including communicating infor-
mation about the Committee’s activities.
The ranking minority member may main-
tain an official website. To the maximum ex-
tent feasible, the Committee shall make its
publications available in electronic form on
the official Committee website maintained
by the Chair.

Audio and Video Coverage of Committee

Hearings and Meetings

(c)(1) To the maximum extent feasible, the
Committee shall provide audio and video
coverage of each hearing or meeting for the
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transaction of business in a manner that al-
lows the public to easily listen to and view
the proceedings; and

(2) maintain the recordings of such cov-
erage in a manner that is easily accessible to
the public.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | sub-
mit for publication the attached copy of the
rules of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for
the U.S. House of Representatives for the
114th Congress:

JURISDICTION OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives establishes the standing com-
mittees of the House and their jurisdiction.
Under that rule, all bills, resolutions, and
other matters relating to the subjects within
the jurisdiction of any standing committee
shall be referred to such committee. Clause
1(s) of Rule X establishes the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs as fol-
lows:

(1) Veterans’ measures generally.

(2) Cemeteries of the United States in
which veterans of any war or conflict are or
may be buried, whether in the United States
or abroad (except cemeteries administered
by the Secretary of the Interior).

(3) Compensation, vocational rehabilita-
tion, and education of veterans.

(4) Life insurance issued by the Govern-
ment on account of service in the Armed
Forces.

(5) Pensions of all the wars of the United
States, general and special.

(6) Readjustment of servicemembers to
civil life.

(7) Servicemembers’ civil relief.

(8) Veterans’ hospitals, medical care, and
treatment of veterans.

RULE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES—The
Rules of the House are the rules of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, and a
motion to dispense with the first reading (in
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies
are available, are non-debatable privileged
motions in Committees and subcommittees.

(b) SUBCOMMITTEES—Each subcommittee of
the Committee is a part of the Committee
and is subject to the authority and direction
of the Committee and to its rules so far as
applicable.

(¢) INCORPORATION OF HOUSE RULE ON COM-
MITTEE PROCEDURE—Rule XI of the Rules of
the House, which pertains entirely to Com-
mittee procedure, is incorporated and made
part of the rules of the Committee to the ex-
tent applicable. Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chair-
man of the full Committee is directed to
offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of
the Rules of the House whenever the Chair-
man considers it appropriate.

(d) VICE CHAIRMAN—Pursuant to clause 2(d)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the
Chairman of the full Committee shall des-
ignate the Vice Chairman of the Committee.

RULE 2—REGULAR AND ADDITIONAL MEETINGS

(a) REGULAR MEETINGS—The regular meet-
ing day for the Committee shall be at 10 a.m.
on the second Wednesday of each month in
such place as the Chairman may designate.
However, the Chairman may dispense with a
regular Wednesday meeting of the Com-
mittee.
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(b) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS—The Chairman
of the Committee may call and convene, as
he considers necessary, additional meetings
of the Committee for the consideration of
any bill or resolution pending before the
Committee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet
for such purpose pursuant to the call of the
Chairman.

(c) NOTICE—The Chairman shall notify
each member of the Committee of the agen-
da of each regular and additional meeting of
the Committee at least 24 hours before the
time of the meeting, except under -cir-
cumstances the Chairman determines to be
of an emergency nature. Under such cir-
cumstances, the Chairman shall make an ef-
fort to consult the ranking minority mem-
ber, or in such member’s absence, the next
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 3—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY

(a) OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS—Meet-
ings and hearings of the Committee and each
of its subcommittees shall be open to the
public unless closed in accordance with
clause 2(g) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

(b) ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARING—The Chair-
man, in the case of a hearing to be conducted
by the Committee, and the subcommittee
Chairman, in the case of a hearing to be con-
ducted by a subcommittee, shall make public
announcement of the date, place, and subject
matter of any hearing to be conducted on
any measure or matter at least one week be-
fore the commencement of that hearing un-
less the Committee or the subcommittee de-
termines that there is good cause to begin
the hearing at an earlier date. In the latter
event, the Chairman or the subcommittee
Chairman, as the case may be, shall consult
with the ranking minority member and
make such public announcement at the ear-
liest possible date. The clerk of the Com-
mittee shall promptly notify the Daily Clerk
of the Congressional Record and the Com-
mittee scheduling service of the House Infor-
mation Resources as soon as possible after
such public announcement is made.

(c) WIRELESS TELEPHONE USE PROHIBITED—
No person may use a wireless telephone dur-
ing a Committee or subcommittee meeting
or hearing.

(d) MEDIA COVERAGE—Any meeting of the
Committee or its subcommittees that is open
to the public shall be open to coverage by
radio, television, and still photography in ac-
cordance with the provisions of clause 4(f) of
House rule XI as follows:

(1) If audio or visual coverage of the hear-
ing or meeting is to be presented to the pub-
lic as live coverage, that coverage shall be
conducted and presented without commer-
cial sponsorship.

(2) The allocation among the television
media of the positions or the number of tele-
vision cameras permitted by a committee or
subcommittee chair in a hearing or meeting
room shall be in accordance with fair and eq-
uitable procedures devised by the Executive
Committee of the Radio and Television Cor-
respondents’ Galleries.

(3) Television cameras shall be placed so as
not to obstruct in any way the space between
a witness giving evidence or testimony and
any member of the committee or the visi-
bility of that witness and that member to
each other.

(4) Television cameras shall operate from
fixed positions but may not be placed in posi-
tions that obstruct unnecessarily the cov-
erage of the hearing or meeting by the other
media.

(56) Equipment necessary for coverage by
the television and radio media may not be
installed in, or removed from, the hearing or
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meeting room while the committee is in ses-
sion.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivision
(B), floodlights, spotlights, strobelights, and
flashguns may not be used in providing any
method of coverage of the hearing or meet-
ing.
(B) The television media may install addi-
tional lighting in a hearing or meeting room,
without cost to the Government, in order to
raise the ambient lighting level in a hearing
or meeting room to the lowest level nec-
essary to provide adequate television cov-
erage of a hearing or meeting at the current
state of the art of television coverage.

(7) If requests are made by more of the
media than will be permitted by a com-
mittee or subcommittee chair for coverage
of a hearing or meeting by still photography,
that coverage shall be permitted on the basis
of a fair and equitable pool arrangement de-
vised by the Standing Committee of Press
Photographers.

(8) Photographers may not position them-
selves between the witness table and the
members of the committee at any time dur-
ing the course of a hearing or meeting.

(9) Photographers may not place them-
selves in positions that obstruct unneces-
sarily the coverage of the hearing by the
other media.

(10) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media shall be currently
accredited to the Radio and Television Cor-
respondents’ Galleries.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by still
photography shall be currently accredited to
the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media and by still pho-
tography shall conduct themselves and their
coverage activities in an orderly and unob-
trusive manner.

(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR TESTIMONY

(1) BEach witness who is to appear before
the Committee or a subcommittee shall file
with the clerk of the Committee, at least 48
hours in advance of his or her appearance, or
at such other time as designated by the
Chairman after consultation with the Rank-
ing Member, a written statement of his or
her proposed testimony. Each witness shall,
to the greatest extent practicable, also pro-
vide a copy of such written testimony in an
electronic format prescribed by the Chair-
man. Each witness shall limit any oral pres-
entation to a summary of the written state-
ment. (2) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(6) of Rule
XTI of the Rules of the House:

(A) In the case of a witness appearing in a
non-governmental capacity, a written state-
ment of proposed testimony shall include a
curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any
Federal grants or contracts, or contracts or
payments originating with a foreign govern-
ment, received during the current calendar
yvear or either of the two previous calendar
years by the witness and related to the sub-
ject matter of the hearing.

(B) The disclosure required by this Rule
shall include the amount and source of each
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) related to the
subject matter of the hearing and the
amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing originating with a foreign
government.

(f) CALLING AND QUESTIONING WITNESSES

(1) Committee and subcommittee members
may question witnesses only when they have
been recognized by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee for that purpose,
and only for a 5-minute period until all mem-
bers present have had an opportunity to
question a witness. The 5-minute period for
questioning a witness by any one member
may be extended only with the unanimous
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consent of all members present. The ques-
tioning of witnesses in both Committee and
subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by
the Chairman, followed by the ranking mi-
nority party member and all other members
alternating between the majority and minor-
ity. Except as otherwise announced by the
Chairman at the beginning of a hearing,
members who are present at the start of the
hearing will be recognized before other mem-
bers who arrive after the hearing has begun.
In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall
take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and
shall establish the order of recognition for
questioning in such a manner as not to dis-
advantage the members of the majority.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) regarding the 5-minute rule, the
Chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member may designate an
equal number of members of the Committee
or subcommittee majority and minority
party to question a witness for a period not
longer than 30 minutes. In no event shall the
Chairman allow a member to question a wit-
ness for an extended period under this rule
until all members present have had the op-
portunity to ask questions under the 5-
minute rule. The Chairman after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member may
permit Committee staff for its majority and
minority party members to question a wit-
ness for equal specified periods of time.

(3) Non-Committee Members may be in-
vited to sit at the dais for Committee hear-
ings with the unanimous consent of all Mem-
bers present. Further, non-Committee Mem-
bers may be recognized for questioning of
witnesses but only after all Committee Mem-
bers have first been recognized.

(4) When a hearing is conducted by the
Committee or a subcommittee on any meas-
ure or matter, the minority party members
on the Committee shall be entitled, upon re-
quest to the Chairman of a majority of those
minority members before the completion of
the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the
minority to testify with respect to that
measure or matter during at least one day of
the hearing thereon.

(g) SUBPOENAS—Pursuant to clause 2(m) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, a sub-
poena may be authorized and issued by the
Committee or a subcommittee in the con-
duct of any investigation or series of inves-
tigations or activities, only when authorized
by a majority of the members voting, a ma-
jority being present.

(h) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS—

(1) The text of all bills or resolutions for
markup, and any amendments in the nature
of a substitute to such bills or resolution to
be first recognized by the Chairman, shall be
made available, via written or electronic no-
tice, to Committee members at least 48
hours prior to a scheduled markup, except as
agreed to by unanimous consent.

(2) Subject to the second sentence of this
paragraph, it shall not be in order for the
Committee to consider any amendment pro-
posed to a bill or resolution under consider-
ation by the Committee, or proposed to an
amendment in the nature of a substitute no-
ticed under paragraph (1), unless a written or
electronic copy of such amendment has been
delivered to each Member of the Committee
(or Subcommittee for purposes of Sub-
committee markups) at least 24 hours before
the meeting at which the amendment is to
be proposed. This paragraph may be waived
by unanimous consent and shall apply only
when the 48-hour written notice has been
provided in accordance with paragraph (1).

(i) CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE SCOR-
ING—The Committee shall not include any
bill or resolution for consideration during a
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committee markup which is not accom-
panied by an accounting from the Congres-
sional Budget Office of the mandatory and
discretionary costs or savings associated
with such bill or resolution.

The accounting from the Congressional
Budget Office need not be official, but is ex-
pected to provide Committee members with
an approximation of the budgetary impact a
bill or resolution may have prior to any vote
to favorably forward or report such bill or
resolution. The requirements of this para-
graph may be waived by a majority of Com-
mittee members, a quorum being present.

RULE 4—QUORUM AND RECORD VOTES;
POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

(a) WORKING QUORUM—A majority of the
members of the Committee shall constitute
a quorum for business and a majority of the
members of any subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum thereof for business, except
that two members shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of taking testimony and re-
ceiving evidence.

(b) QUORUM FOR REPORTING—NO measure or
recommendation shall be reported to the
House of Representatives unless a majority
of the Committee was actually present.

(c) RECORD VOTES—A record vote may be
demanded by one-fifth of the members
present or, in the apparent absence of a
quorum, by any one member. With respect to
any record vote on any motion to amend or
report, the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of those mem-
bers voting for and against, shall be included
in the report of the Committee on the bill or
resolution.

(d) PROHIBITION AGAINST PROXY VOTING—
No vote by any member of the Committee or
a subcommittee with respect to any measure
or matter may be cast by proxy.

(e) POSTPONING PROCEEDINGS—Committee
and subcommittee chairmen may postpone
further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure
or matter or on adopting an amendment, and
may resume proceedings within two legisla-
tive days on a postponed question after rea-
sonable notice. When proceedings resume on
a postponed question, notwithstanding any
intervening order for the previous question,
an underlying proposition shall remain sub-
ject to further debate or amendment to the
same extent as when the question was post-
poned.

RULE 5—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND JURISDICTION—

(1) There shall be four subcommittees of
the Committee as follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
and Memorial Affairs, which shall have legis-
lative, oversight and investigative jurisdic-
tion over compensation; general and special
pensions of all the wars of the United States;
life insurance issued by the Government on
account of service in the Armed Forces;
cemeteries of the United States in which vet-
erans of any war or conflict are or may be
buried, whether in the United States or
abroad, except cemeteries administered by
the Secretary of the Interior; burial benefits;
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals; and the
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.

(B) Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity, which shall have legislative, over-
sight and investigative jurisdiction over edu-
cation of veterans, employment and training
of veterans, vocational rehabilitation, vet-
erans’ housing programs, readjustment of
servicemembers to civilian life, and
servicemembers civil relief.

(C) Subcommittee on Health, which shall
have legislative, oversight, and investigative
jurisdiction over the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration (VHA) including medical serv-
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ices, medical support and compliance, med-
ical facilities, medical and prosthetic re-
search, and major and minor construction.

(D) Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, which shall have oversight and in-
vestigative jurisdiction over veterans’ mat-
ters generally, information technology, pro-
curement, and over such matters as may be
referred to the subcommittee by the Chair-
man of the full Committee for its oversight
or investigation and for its appropriate rec-
ommendations. The subcommittee shall have
legislative jurisdiction over such bills or res-
olutions as may be referred to it by the
Chairman of the full Committee.

(2) Each subcommittee shall have responsi-
bility for such other measures or matters as
the Chairman refers to it.

(b) VACANCIES—AnNy vacancy in the mem-
bership of a subcommittee shall not affect
the power of the remaining members to exe-
cute the functions of that subcommittee.

(c) RATIOS—On each subcommittee, there
shall be a ratio of majority party members
to minority party members which shall be
consistent with the ratio on the full Com-
mittee.

(d) REFERRAL TO SUBCOMMITTEES—The
Chairman of the Committee may refer a
measure or matter, which is within the gen-
eral responsibility of more than one of the
subcommittees of the Committee, as the
Chairman deems appropriate. In referring
any measure or matter to a subcommittee,
the Chairman of the Committee may specify
a date by which the subcommittee shall re-
port thereon to the Committee.

(e) POWERS AND DUTIES—

(1) Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
report to the full Committee on all matters
referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Sub-
committee chairmen shall set dates for hear-
ings and meetings of their respective sub-
committees after consultation with the
Chairman of the Committee and other sub-
committee chairmen with a view toward
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible.

(2) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a
bill, resolution, or other matter to be re-
ported to the Committee, the Chairman of
the subcommittee reporting the bill, resolu-
tion, or matter to the full Committee, or any
member authorized by the subcommittee to
do so shall notify the Chairman and the
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee of the Subcommittee’s action.

(3) A member of the Committee who is not
a member of a particular subcommittee may
sit with the subcommittee during any of its
meetings and hearings, but shall not have
authority to vote, cannot be counted for a
quorum, and cannot raise a point of order at
the meeting or hearing.

(4) Non-Committee Members may be in-
vited to sit at the dais for subcommittee
hearings with the unanimous consent of all
Members present. Further, non-Committee
Members may be recognized for questioning
of witnesses but only after all subcommittee
Members have first been recognized for ques-
tioning.

(5) Each subcommittee shall provide the
Committee with copies of such record votes
taken in subcommittee and such other
records with respect to the subcommittee as
the Chairman of the Committee deems nec-
essary for the Committee to comply with all
rules and regulations of the House.

RULE 6—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY

(a) PURPOSE—Pursuant to clause 2 of Rule
X of the Rules of the House, the Committee
shall carry out oversight responsibilities. In
order to assist the House in—

(1) Its analysis, appraisal, evaluation of—
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(A) The application, administration, execu-
tion, and effectiveness of the laws enacted by
the Congress, or

(B) Conditions and circumstances, which
may indicate the necessity or desirability of
enacting new or additional legislation, and

(2) Its formulation, consideration and en-
actment of such modifications or changes in
those laws, and of such additional legisla-
tion, as may be necessary or appropriate, the
Committee and its various subcommittees,
consistent with their jurisdiction as set
forth in Rule 5, shall have oversight respon-
sibilities as provided in subsection (b).

(b) REVIEW OF LAWS AND PROGRAMS—The
Committee and its subcommittees shall re-
view and study, on a continuing basis, the
applications, administration, execution, and
effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws,
the subject matter of which is within the ju-
risdiction of the Committee or sub-
committee, and the organization and oper-
ation of the Federal agencies and entities
having responsibilities in or for the adminis-
tration and execution thereof, in order to de-
termine whether such laws and the programs
thereunder are being implemented and car-
ried out in accordance with the intent of the
Congress and whether such programs should
be continued, curtailed, or eliminated. In ad-
dition, the Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall review and study any conditions or
circumstances which may indicate the neces-
sity or desirability of enacting new or addi-
tional legislation within the jurisdiction of
the Committee or subcommittee (whether or
not any bill or resolution has been intro-
duced with respect thereto), and shall on a
continuing basis undertake future research
and forecasting on matters within the juris-
diction of the Committee or subcommittee.

(c) OVERSIGHT PLAN.—Not later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of a Congress,
the Committee shall meet in open session,
with a quorum present, to adopt its over-
sight plans for that Congress for submission
to the Committee on House Administration
and the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, in accordance with the provi-
sions of clause 2(d) of Rule X of the Rules of
the House.

(d) OVERSIGHT BY SUBCOMMITTEES—The ex-
istence and activities of the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations shall in no
way limit the responsibility of the other sub-
committees of the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs for carrying out oversight duties.

RULE 7—BUDGET ACT RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) BUDGET ACT RESPONSIBILITIES—Pursu-
ant to clause 4(f)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of
the House, the Committee shall submit to
the Committee on the Budget not later than
six weeks after the President submits his
budget, or at such time as the Committee on
the Budget may request—

(1) Its views and estimates with respect to
all matters to be set forth in the concurrent
resolution on the budget for the ensuing fis-
cal year that are within its jurisdiction or
functions; and

(2) An estimate of the total amounts of
new budget authority, and budget outlays re-
sulting therefrom, to be provided or author-
ized in all bills and resolutions within its ju-
risdiction that it intends to be effective dur-
ing that fiscal year.

RULE 8—RECORDS AND OTHER MATTERS

(a) TRANSCRIPTS—There shall be a tran-
script made of each regular and additional
meeting and hearing of the Committee and
its subcommittees. Any such transcript shall
be a substantially verbatim account of re-
marks actually made during the proceedings,
subject only to technical, grammatical, and
typographical corrections authorized by the
person making the remarks involved.

(b) RECORDS—
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(1) The Committee shall keep a record of
all actions of the Committee and each of its
subcommittees. The record shall contain all
information required by clause 2(e)(1) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House and shall be
available for public inspection at reasonable
times in the offices of the Committee.

(2) There shall be kept in writing a record
of the proceedings of the Committee and
each of its subcommittees, including a
record of the votes on any question on which
a recorded vote is demanded. The result of
each such record vote shall be made avail-
able by the Committee for inspection by the
public at reasonable times in the offices of
the Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members
present but not voting.

(¢) AVAILABILITY OF ARCHIVED RECORDS—
The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The Chairman shall notify the rank-
ing minority member of any decision, pursu-
ant to clause 3 or clause 4 of Rule VII of the
Rules of the House, to withhold a record oth-
erwise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on written request of any member of the
Committee.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF PUBLICATIONS—Pursu-
ant to clause 2(e)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House, the Committee shall make its
publications available in electronic form to
the maximum extent feasible.

RULE 9—TRAVEL

(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR TRAVEL—AIll re-
quests for travel, funded by the Committee,
for Members and staff in connection with ac-
tivities or subject matters under the general
jurisdiction of the Committee, shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair for approval or dis-
approval. All travel requests should be sub-
mitted to the Chair at least five working
days in advance of the proposed travel. For
all travel funded by any other source, notice
shall be given to the Chair at least five
working days in advance of the proposed
travel. All travel requests shall be submitted
to the Chair in writing and include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to
occur.

(3) The names of the locations to be visited
and the length of time to be spent in each.

(4) The names of members and staff of the
Committee for whom the authorization is
sought. Travel by the minority shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair via the Ranking Mem-
ber.

(b) TRIP REPORTS—Members and staff shall
make a written report to the Chair within 15
working days on all travel approved under
this subsection. Reports shall include a de-
scription of their itinerary, expenses, and ac-
tivities, and pertinent information gained as
a result of such travel.

When travel involves majority and minor-
ity Members or staff, the majority shall sub-
mit the report to the Chair on behalf of the
majority and minority. The minority may
append additional remarks to the report at
their discretion.

(c) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES—Mem-
bers and staff of the Committee performing
authorized travel on official business shall
be governed by applicable laws, resolutions,
and regulations of the House and of the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

RULE 10—FACILITY NAMING

(a) FAcCILITY NAMING—No Department of

Veterans Affairs (VA) facility or property
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shall be named after any individual by the
Committee unless:

(1) Such individual is deceased and was:

(A) A veteran who (i) was instrumental in
the construction or the operation of the fa-
cility to be named, or (ii) was a recipient of
the Medal of Honor or, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
otherwise performed military service of an
extraordinarily distinguished character;

(B) A Member of the United States House
of Representatives or Senate who had a di-
rect association with such facility;

(C) An Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs,
a Secretary of Veterans Affairs, a Secretary
of Defense or of a service branch, or a mili-
tary or other Federal civilian official of com-
parable or higher rank; or

(D) An individual who, as determined by
the Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, performed outstanding service for vet-
erans.

(2) Each Member of the Congressional dele-
gation representing the State in which the
designated facility is located must indicate
in writing such Member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual. Evidence of a Member’s support in
writing may either be in the form of a letter
to the Chairman and Ranking Member or co-
sponsorship of legislation proposing to name
the particular VA facility in question.

(3) The pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a mnational
membership of at least 500,000 must indicate
in writing its support of such proposal.

(b) The above criteria for naming a VA fa-
cility may be waived by unanimous consent.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 51 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, March 19, 2015, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

796. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
Mexico, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, as amended, Trans-
mittal No.: 15-04; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

797. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the ‘‘Calendar Year 2014
Reports on the Science and Technology Re-
invention Laboratory Personnel Manage-
ment Demonstration Projects’, pursuant to
Sec. 1107(d) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, as amended
(Pub. L. 110-181), and Sec. 1107(g) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014 (Pub. L. 113-66); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

798. A letter from the Acting Director, Di-
rectorate of Whistleblower Protection Pro-
grams, OSHA, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Proce-
dures for the Handling of Retaliation Com-
plaints Under Section 806 of the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002, as Amended [Docket No.:
OSHA-2011-0126] (RIN: 1218-AC53) received
March 17, 2015, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

799. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Sec. 73.622(i), Post-
Transition Table of DTV Allotments, Tele-
vision Broadcast Stations (Lansing, Michi-
gan) [MB Docket No.: 15-2] [RM-11744] re-
ceived March 17, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

800. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting a report on the extensions of hydro-
power construction deadlines under Sec. 13 of
the Federal Power Act, pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy Act of 1992, section 1701(c)(5); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

801. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Waste Technical Review Board, transmitting
in accordance with the Nuclear Waste Policy
Amendments Act of 1987, Pub. L. 100-203, ‘A
Report to the U.S. Congress and the Sec-
retary of Energy’’, for the period January 1,
2008, through December 31, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

802. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a report concerning
international agreements other than trea-
ties, entered into by the United States, to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

803. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification pursuant to the
reporting requirements of Sec. 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (Transmittal No.:
DDTC 14-143); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

804. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by Sec. 401(c) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and Sec. 204(c)
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a six-month
periodic report on the national emergency
with respect to Somalia that was declared in
Executive Order 13536 of April 12, 2010; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

805. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by Sec. 1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democ-
racy Act of 1992, as amended by Sec. 102(g) of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Soli-
darity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), and pursuant to Executive Order
13313 of July 31, 2003, a semiannual report de-
tailing telecommunications-related pay-
ments made to Cuba pursuant to Department
of the Treasury licenses during the period
from July 1 through December 31, 2014; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

806. A letter from the Assistant Director,
Senior Executive Management Office, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting two re-
ports pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

807. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting authorization for nine of-
ficers to wear the insignia of the grade of
brigadier general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

808. A letter from the District of Columbia
Auditor, transmitting a report entitled ‘‘Ex-
amination of Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions (NGOs) Receiving Local District Funds
to Provide Homeless Services in Fiscal Year
(FY) 2014”; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

809. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
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