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undergraduates, and a little higher for
graduates and PLUS loans. This single
change would give borrowers across
this country a chance to save hun-
dreds—and for some, thousands—of dol-
lars a year. That’s real money—money
they can put toward paying down the
balance on their debt, saving for a
home, buying a car—money they can
put toward building a solid future.

This bill doesn’t add one dime to the
deficit. It is fully paid for by closing up
a tax loophole that allows millionaires
and billionaires to pay a lower tax rate
than middle class families.

If Republicans don’t like that way to
pay for the student loan bill, here’s an-
other idea. Senators REED and
BLUMENTHAL have advanced a bill that
would close a different tax loophole.
They want to end the tax breaks for ex-
ecutive bonuses that are bigger than a
million dollars.

I say to my Republican colleagues, if
you don’t like that way to pay for the
student loan bill, there are other op-
tions as well. Let’s sit down and talk
about it, but don’t close your eyes and
pretend this isn’t happening. Don’t
turn your backs on the 40 million
Americans with student loan debt.
Don’t do nothing.

Refinancing student loans will not
fix everything that is wrong in our
higher education system. We need to
cut the price of college. We need to re-
invest in public universities. We need
to shore up financial aid, crack down
on for-profit colleges, and provide bet-
ter protections on student loans, but
let’s start by allowing people to refi-
nance their student loans. Let’s start
by cutting back on the interest pay-
ments that are sinking young people
and holding back this economy.

We could have refinanced student
loan debt 1 year ago, but Republicans
said no. Now Americans owe $100 bil-
lion more than they did. Now nearly 1
million more borrowers are falling be-
hind. Now more people than ever are
choking on student loan debt.

By refusing to act, Republicans are
sinking the hopes of an entire genera-
tion. It is time for Congress to step up
and fix this problem, before it drags
down another million Americans and
another and another. It is time to refi-
nance student loan debt.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  103—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF SOCIAL WORK MONTH
AND WORLD SOCIAL WORK DAY

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, and Mr. FRANKEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 103

Whereas the primary mission of the social
work profession is to enhance human well-
being and help meet the basic needs of all
people, especially the most vulnerable in so-
ciety:
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Whereas social work pioneers have helped
lead the struggle for social justice in the
United States and have helped pave the way
for positive social change;

Whereas social workers are key employees
at the Federal, State, and local levels of gov-
ernment and work to expand policies and
practices that promote equity and social jus-
tice for all people;

Whereas social workers stand up for indi-
viduals and support diverse families in every
community;

Whereas social workers continue to work
to improve the rights of women, the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (‘“‘LGBT”)
community, and communities of color;

Whereas social workers know from experi-
ence that discrimination of any kind limits
human potential and must be eliminated;

Whereas social workers know from experi-
ence that poverty and trauma can create
lifelong social and economic disadvantages;

Whereas social workers help people in
every stage of life function better in their
environments, improve relationships with
others, and solve personal and family prob-
lems;

Whereas all children have the right to safe
environments and quality education;

Whereas dignity and caregiving for older
adults help define the character of a nation;

Whereas veterans and the families of vet-
erans need community support to ensure
successful transitions after service;

Whereas access to mental health treat-
ment and health care services saves millions
of lives;

Whereas research has shown that all peo-
ple, no matter the circumstance, may at
some point in their lives need the expertise
of a skilled social worker;

Whereas social workers celebrate the cour-
age, hope, and strength of the human spirit
throughout their careers;

Whereas March is recognized as Social
Work Month; and

Whereas World Social Work Day is recog-
nized on March 18, 2015: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Social
Work Month and World Social Work Day;

(2) acknowledges the diligent efforts of in-
dividuals and groups who promote the impor-
tance of social work and observe Social Work
Month and World Social Work Day;

(3) encourages individuals to engage in ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities to pro-
mote further awareness of the life-changing
role that social workers play; and

(4) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of caring individuals
who have chosen to serve their communities
through social work.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 104—TO EX-
PRESS THE SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE REGARDING THE SUCCESS
OF OPERATION STREAMLINE
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PROS-
ECUTING FIRST TIME ILLEGAL
BORDER CROSSERS

Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. MCcCAIN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs:

S. RES. 104

Whereas the Border Patrol’s Yuma Sector
has long grappled with the crossing of un-
documented aliens and has seen illegal traf-
fic decline precipitously from the early 2000s
to the present;

Whereas a combination of increased man-
power, technology implementation, and the

S1633

delivery of appropriate consequences have
resulted in gains in border security in the
Yuma Sector;

Whereas a key to the success in the Yuma
Sector has been the implementation of Oper-
ation Streamline, a program established in
2005 that was described by former Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano as ‘‘a DHS partnership with the
Department of Justice, . . . a geographically
focused operation that aims to increase the
consequences for illegally crossing the bor-
der by criminally prosecuting illegal border-
crossers.’’;

Whereas known for its ‘‘zero-tolerance’ ap-
proach, the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office
cites 100 percent prosecution of illegal border
crossers as a shared goal of a partnership in-
cluding Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement agencies;

Whereas among the various consequences
delivered to illegal crossers by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Operation
Streamline is associated with a recidivism
rate that is well below average and has seen
a steady decrease in recidivism in recent
years;

Whereas the United States Attorney’s Of-
fice for the District of Arizona will report-
edly no longer be prosecuting those appre-
hended crossing the border illegally for the
first time; and

Whereas according to the Sheriff of Yuma
County, Operation Streamline ‘‘had a deter-
rent effect in Yuma County, which gained a
reputation as an area to avoid crossing into
because if caught, you were assured to go to
court and possibly face penalties’, but now
the program has been ‘‘has been severely di-
luted.”.

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) gains made in border security in the
Yuma Sector and positive trends in recidi-
vism rates are of critical importance to
those living and working in the border re-
gion and to the Nation as a whole;

(2) refusing to prosecute first time illegal
border crossers under Operation Streamline
will jeopardize border security gains;

(3) the border security steps that have led
to some measure of improvement on the bor-
der, such as the historical implementation of
Operation Streamline, should be preserved;
and

(4) the Executive Branch should imme-
diately remove any issued or related prohibi-
tion, policy, guidance, or direction to cease
prosecuting first time illegal border crossers
under Operation Streamline.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 319. Mr. TILLIS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 178, to provide justice for the victims
of trafficking; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

——————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 319. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice
for the victims of trafficking; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REVOCATION OF IMMIGRATION BENE-
FITS FOR ALIENS CONVICTED OF
HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—If a covered alien is con-
victed of human trafficking or any con-
spiracy related to human trafficking, the
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