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deterrent is irrelevant to current international 
security challenges such as ISIS, the Ebola 
virus in Africa or even Russian aggression in 
Ukraine, and yet a nuclear deterrent is still a 
national security imperative nonetheless. It’s 
time for the U.S. to procure what it needs, and 
what it can afford. 

The SANE Act deals with the coming fiscal 
and strategic reality scaling back and limiting 
new nuclear weapons programs now rather 
than waiting for ‘‘disarmament by default.’’ 

The SANE Act of 2015 is critical to securing 
a nuclear deterrent without undercutting critical 
investments in readiness and other essential 
programs. 
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HONORING NANCY J. DINARDO FOR 
HER OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP 
AND COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
respect and deep admiration that I rise today 
to pay tribute to an outstanding leader and my 
dear friend, Nancy J. DiNardo. Tonight, family, 
friends, and colleagues gather to express our 
thanks and appreciation to Nancy as she 
marks the end of her decade long tenure as 
Chairman of Connecticut’s State Democratic 
Party. As the first woman to hold the office, 
Nancy has shattered glass ceilings while her 
tenacity and commitment has earned her re-
spect from Democratic and Republican polit-
ical leaders alike. 

Nancy’s desire to give back to her commu-
nity led her to public service. She was first 
elected to public office over forty years ago as 
a member of the Trumbull Town Council and 
she went on to serve on several other local 
boards and commissions by both election and 
appointment. Nancy has also served as the 
local Chairperson of the Trumbull Democratic 
Town Committee for thirty years. She dedi-
cated her professional career to education, 
serving in the Bridgeport public school system 
as a teacher, school psychologist, and later 
Director of Psychological Services. 

Central to Democrats ideology is our belief 
that we, as individuals and as a society, are 
greater together than we are on our own—that 
our communities and our nation are most suc-
cessful when everyone gets a fair shot, when 
everyone does their fair share, and when ev-
eryone plays by the same rules. Nancy’s dedi-
cation to these values led her to seek a more 
active role in Connecticut’s Democratic Party. 
She sought and won election to the Con-
necticut Democratic State Central Committee 
in 1998 and has been an active member ever 
since, even serving as Finance Chair from 
2002 to 2004. 

In January of 2005, Nancy was the first 
woman to be elected Chair in the history of 
the Connecticut Democratic Party. She 
brought a renewed focus to both the position 
and the Party. She re-engaged local town 
chairs and committees, created special cau-
cuses under the Party umbrella to ensure a 
broader voice was being heard, and provided 
new opportunities for younger people to get in-
volved. As Chair, Nancy supported candidates 
on the municipal, state, and federal level— 

often spending a majority of the day criss-
crossing the state to attend events and func-
tions. Under her tenure, Democratic can-
didates enjoyed great success including bring-
ing an entirely Democratic federal delegation 
to Washington and winning back the Gov-
ernor’s office after more than two decades. 

Though Nancy stepped down from the 
Chairmanship, she continues to remain in-
volved in the Democratic Party on both the 
state and national level. Earlier this year, she 
was unanimously elected Vice Chair of the 
State Party and continues to serve on the 
Democratic National Committee where she 
has been elected twice to serve as Chair of 
Eastern Regional Caucus and is a member of 
the Executive Committee. 

Nancy J. DiNardo left an indelible mark on 
the office of State Party Chair and I could not 
be more proud to stand today to pay tribute to 
her remarkable dedication and extend my 
heartfelt thanks for her outstanding public 
service. I, like so many others, cannot thank 
her enough for her continued friendship and 
support. We are more than friends—we are 
kindred spirits. I know that she will continue to 
make a difference and wish her the best for 
continued success in all of her good work. 
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HONORING MADELINE HOSKINS- 
CUMBEY 

HON. RANDY HULTGREN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate and honor a young student 
from Illinois’ 14th Congressional District who 
has achieved national recognition for exem-
plary volunteer service to the community. 
Madeline Hoskins-Cumbey of Oswego has 
been named one of the top honorees in Illinois 
by The 2015 Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program, an annual honor conferred 
on the most impressive student volunteers in 
each state and the District of Columbia. 

Ms. Madeline Hoskins-Cumbey is being rec-
ognized for founding a nonprofit organization, 
along with her younger brother, that seeks to 
engage young people in promoting healthy 
eating, accessible clean water, and other es-
sentials for healthy living. 

Given the challenges we face today, it is 
vital that we encourage and support the kind 
of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Youth volunteers like Mad-
eline are inspiring examples to all of us, and 
are among our brightest hopes for a better to-
morrow. 

This youth program was created by Pruden-
tial Financial in partnership with the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals in 
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that 
their contributions are critically important and 
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example. 

Ms. Hoskins-Cumbey should be extremely 
proud to have been singled out from the thou-
sands of dedicated volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program. I heartily applaud 
Madeline for her initiative in seeking to make 
our community a better place to live, and for 
the positive impact she has had on the lives 
of others. She has demonstrated a level of 
commitment and accomplishment that is truly 

extraordinary in today’s world, and deserves 
our sincere admiration and respect. Her ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and 
do—play important roles in our communities, 
and that America’s community spirit continues 
to hold tremendous promise for the future. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. SPIRO SPIREAS 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Spiro Spireas, a local resident 
who serves as the Chairman of the Board and 
Chief Executive Officer of Sigmapharm Lab-
oratories. Dr. Spireas founded Sigmapharm 
Laboratories in 2005. He is the inventor and 
author of more than 70 international and do-
mestic patents and 200 scientific papers, 
books, and other publications in the fields of 
industrial pharmacy, biopharmaceutics, phar-
macokinetics, pharmaceutical technology and 
analytical chemistry. 

He holds Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in Phar-
maceutics and Industrial Pharmacy from St. 
John’s University, and a B.S. in Pharmacy 
from the Hellenic National University of Ath-
ens, Greece. Prior to forming Sigmapharm 
Laboratories, Dr. Spireas served for 6 years 
as the Vice President of Research and Devel-
opment for URL Pharma, Inc. At URL Pharma, 
he developed various unique products includ-
ing Felodipine extended release tablets, which 
remained for several years as the only mar-
keted generic equivalent to Astra Zeneca’s 
Plendil ER tablets. 

In addition, Dr. Spireas taught several grad-
uate and undergraduate courses of pharma-
ceutical sciences and conducted extensive re-
search producing more than 20 Ph.D. and 
M.S. dissertations as a Professor of Pharmacy 
and Pharmaceutical Technology at the Arnold 
& Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy of 
Long Island University. Several of his graduate 
students went on to work with Dr. Spireas at 
Sigmapharm, and have helped shape the 
company into what it is today. Dr. Spireas em-
bodies an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit 
that is unmatched. His contributions to the 
pharmaceutical industry are greatly admired 
and appreciated by myself, and my constitu-
ents. Dr. Spireas has helped develop products 
that save lives and keep us healthy, while 
training a new, young, and eager workforce 
ready to make contributions to the betterment 
of society. 

It is an honor and privilege to recognize Dr. 
Spireas today. I wish him the best of luck in 
his future endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
128 due to a death in the family, I was unable 
to make the vote on S.J. Res. 8. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea. 
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ACT UNDERGROUND, LLC 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud ACT Under-
ground, LLC for receiving the 2014 Commerce 
City Entrepreneurial Spirit Award. 

The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes 
a company or entrepreneur that demonstrates 
a pioneer spirit towards new product develop-
ment, a business start-up, or growth into new 
markets. ACT Underground, LLC is a 
franchisee of Badger Daylighting Corporation 
and has operated in Commerce City since 
2007. 

ACT Underground has a combined work-
force with over 90 years of experience in the 
hydro-excavation industry. They operate from 
the northern edge of Wyoming to 
Breckenridge in the west, New Mexico south 
and Kansas and Nebraska out east. Through 
their acquisition of a new facility in 2014 they 
have expanded their fleet and created 37 new 
jobs. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
ACT Underground, LLC for this well-deserved 
recognition by Commerce City. 

f 

HONORING DR. VICKY CAROL 
PERSONS 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the life of the 
late Dr. Vicky Carol Persons who entered into 
eternal rest Monday, March 2, 2015. Dr. Per-
sons was well known for the joy she got out 
of helping others, her love for gardening, car-
ing for animals and cooking. 

A native of Bainbridge, Georgia, Dr. Per-
sons received her PhD in Special Education 
from Florida State University and became a 
devoted educator of 15 years. Dr. Persons 
previously worked at McIntosh County Acad-
emy as a special education teacher, and in 
2012, she decided to run for the McIntosh 
County School Board. In April 2013, Dr. Per-
sons began her career at West Chatham Ele-
mentary School as a 5th grade special edu-
cation teacher where many of the faculty and 
parents will truly miss her dedication to her 
school and students. Dr. Persons was also 
very involved in her community. She was a 
member of the Darien Rotary Club, Cairo Ro-
tary Club, and the Professional Association of 
Georgia Educators. 

Today, it is my privilege to recognize the life 
of Dr. Vicky Persons. As a wife, mother and 
friend, Dr. Persons will forever be remem-
bered. 

INTRODUCING THE A RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING DR. ELMIRA 
MANGUM AS THE FIRST FEMALE 
PRESIDENT OF FLORIDA A&M 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a resolution recognizing Dr. Elmira 
Mangum as the First Female President of 
Florida A&M University. A trailblazer in higher 
education and model of academic success, 
Dr. Mangum has broken gender barriers by 
becoming the first permanent female president 
of one of our nation’s most distinguished His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU). 

Dr. Elmira Mangum is a born leader. Grow-
ing up in North Carolina, she always went 
above and beyond the call of duty to ensure 
she excelled academically and socially. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in geography 
and education from North Carolina Central 
University and graduated with honors from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with two 
master’s degrees, one in public policy and 
public administration and another in urban and 
regional planning. Dr. Mangum furthered her 
studies and earned a Ph.D. in educational 
leadership and policy from the University at 
Buffalo. It was here that she received distinc-
tion for her work on leadership in higher edu-
cation. 

Never one to settle for less, she attended 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Management Development Program, was in 
the inaugural class of the Millennium Leader-
ship Institute, and completed Cornell’s Admin-
istrative Management Institute. Extremely 
civically minded, she is a life member of Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women. 

Her path to becoming the 11th president of 
my prestigious alma mater, Florida A&M Uni-
versity, has led her through some very notable 
positions. She has been Assistant Dean, As-
sociate Provost for Resource Management, a 
Vice Provost, Senior Associate Provost, and 
Vice President at other noteworthy institutions, 
such as Cornell University and the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 

I am extremely proud of Dr. Mangum’s ac-
complishments and am certain that she will 
carry out her vision of grandeur for one of the 
nation’s most premier HBCUs. She has al-
ready made extraordinary progress in advanc-
ing the institution and this is only the begin-
ning. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Elmira Mangum is paving 
the way for women across the country to con-
tinue to realize their dreams and achieve 
greatness. She is a trailblazer who serves as 
a role model for men and women alike. I urge 
my colleagues to support the Resolution to 
Recognize Dr. Elmira Mangum as the First Fe-
male President of Florida A&M University. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, March 16–19, I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YEA’’ on #113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 121, 125, 126, 127, and 128. Addi-
tionally, I would have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on #120, 
122, 123, 124, and 129. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
state that on March 18, 2014, I missed one 
roll call vote. Had I been present I would have 
voted: 

NO—Roll Call Vote 125—H.R. 1030—To 
prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) from proposing, finalizing, or dissemi-
nating regulations or assessments based upon 
science that is not transparent or reproducible. 

I would have cast my vote in opposition to 
this bill because it undermines the scientific in-
tegrity of the EPA’s Science Advisory Board 
and hurt the agency’s ability to use the best 
available science to protect the air we breathe 
and the water we drink when setting public 
health safeguards. 

f 

ARATI LAMICHHANE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Arati 
Lamichhane for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Arati Lamichhane is an 8th grader at Wheat 
Ridge 5–8 and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Arati 
Lamichhane is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Arati 
Lamichhane for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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