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opportunities in the Tri-Cities, drawing
visitors to our area with projects that
include the Clover Island Marina, Co-
lumbia Drive, and Vista Field.

This month we celebrate 100 years of
economic opportunity and look forward
to continued progress at the Port of
Kennewick.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 15
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Elias Correa-Torres, Bel-
mont Abbey, Belmont, North Carolina,
offered the following prayer:

Loving God, source of all wisdom,
You lead us in discovering what is true
and good, so that human society may
come to reflect Your loving order.

Bless the work of the people’s House,
inspire all those who labor in it with
Your wisdom and truth. Give them a
spirit of enthusiasm and joy in their
worthy efforts, and may they find ful-
fillment in their service. As they seek
to advance the common good, guide
them in making right decisions and
carrying them out with true justice,
helping them to be particularly atten-
tive to the needs of those who cannot
fend for themselves, or who struggle
with little hope.

May the work of this House help ad-
vance a peaceful society in our Nation
and foster unity in mutual goodwill, so
that in all things, You may be glori-
fied.

We ask all this in Your most holy
name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
PITTENGER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

BUDGET

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Reagan once told us that the nine
most terrifying words in the English
language are: “I'm from the govern-
ment, and I'm here to help.”

Well, the kind of help we have re-
ceived, Mr. Speaker, has been more
regulations, a greater tax burden, a
bigger bureaucracy, and no growth for
the American family, for American
business.

This week, we have the opportunity,
Mr. Speaker, to change this course by
passing the House 2016 budget, which
cuts $5.5 trillion in spending while
strengthening vital programs; calls for
a fairer, simpler Tax Code to promote
good-paying jobs and an opportunity
economy; completely repeals
ObamaCare; and puts a premium on ac-
countability, efficiency, and effective-
ness in all areas of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Now is the time to restore common
sense and fiscal sanity to Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support the House 2016 budget.

———

PRESIDENT’'S NEW REGULATIONS
ON HYDRAULIC FRACTURING

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Friday, President
Obama released new regulations for hy-
draulic fracturing and once again
turned his back on job creation in an
attempt to appease a small but vocal
group of environmental extremists.

These new regulations are unneces-
sary and threaten the potential growth
of jobs on Federal lands and across the
Nation.

Production of shale resources has
grown by leaps and bounds in recent
years, and much of this growth has
been due to private sector innovation,
coupled with sensible regulations at
the State and local levels.

As one of the top producers of nat-
ural gas, Pennsylvania continues to
help drive record-breaking oil and nat-
ural gas production here at home.

Since 2006, Marcellus producers have
contributed over $1 billion in State
taxes, along with half a billion dollars
in road construction.

Communities in Pennsylvania’s Fifth
Congressional District have greatly
benefited from the technology and
safety advancements that make nat-
ural gas readily available.

This success has been made possible
due to regulations administered at the
State level, not by adding the bureauc-
racy of the Federal Government.
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Mr. Speaker, I will work with my col-
leagues in Congress and do all that I
can to stop top-down policies such as
this that undermine economic progress
and energy security.

——————

HOUSE BUDGET PROPOSAL

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, last month,
President Obama released his budget
proposal. It, as expected, increases
taxes and spending without balancing
the budget and allows Social Security
and Medicare to go bankrupt. The
President’s refusal to address the
compounding national debt emphasizes
his disinterest in being a leader.

Fortunately, we in the House are
leading. Our budget offers a stark con-
trast. We implement commonsense re-
forms, balance the budget, eliminate
wasteful government spending, repeal
ObamacCare in full, and preserve Social
Security and Medicare for current
beneficiaries and future generations.

Our budget restores the principle of
federalism—the foundation of our Con-
stitution—empowering States, local
communities, and the real drivers of
opportunity and prosperity, the Amer-
ican people.

I look forward to the debate this
week in the House and working to en-
sure the proper balance between our
national security interests and our
long-term deficit reduction.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 20, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, The Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 20, 2015, at 2:24 p.m., and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits the District of Columbia’s Fis-
cal Year 2015 Budget Request Act.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

—————

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL
YEAR 2015 BUDGET AND FINAN-
CIAL PLAN—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114-19)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
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