March 23, 2015

that she receive a confirmation vote
this week so that she can get to the
peoples’ work as our next Attorney
General of the United States.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING JOHN DONATO

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate John Donato of Smith-
field, ME, for his achievements in
coaching over the past 45 years. His
hard work for girls’ basketball teams
across the State led to an impressive
500th win this past December, placing
him in an exclusive club of extraor-
dinary coaches. The season finished on
a high note for his Lawrence High
School team with a State champion-
ship win, marking his fifth State cham-
pionship title over the course of his ca-
reer.

Mr. Donato’s coaching record is stun-
ning. While he passed the 500 mark for
basketball wins in December and now
has 514, he has a grand total of 1,247
wins across all sports. His longest win-
ning streak with a basketball team was
an incredible 88 games. Mr. Donato has
a long history of excellence in sports,
from playing at the Boston Garden in
semifinals games as a shooting guard
in high school to bringing teams to
wins as a coach at Houlton,
Messalonskee, Mount View, Hall-Dale,
and Lawrence High Schools. After at-
tending Ricker College, Mr. Donato
spent an impressive 18 years coaching
basketball and 25 years coaching base-
ball at Houlton alone.

While he was coach, the Houlton
girls’ basketball team won nine East-
ern Maine Class B titles in 11 years and
four State championships in 6 years.
They had 261 wins overall. On top of
that, his baseball team won two East-
ern Maine titles, with 324 wins overall,
and the golf team won two State cham-
pionships. Mr. Donato then moved to
central Maine, and after a year coach-
ing at Hall-Dale High School, he began
coaching at Messalonskee High School.
There his team went 17-1 during his
first season, a major turnaround from
their 5-13 run the previous year. He
would spend 8 years at Messalonskee,
followed by 4 years at Mount View
High School, and then began coaching
girls’ basketball at Lawrence in 2010.
The girls’ State championship victory
this year marks Lawrence’s first in 21
years.

I am not the first to recognize Mr.
Donato’s great achievements. He was
the McDonald’s All-Star Coach of the
Year 12 times, Eastern Maine Class B
Coach of the Year 8 times, Kennebec
Valley Athletic Conference Coach of
the Year 4 times, and State of Maine
Girls’ Basketball Coach of the Year 5
times.

Mr. Donato is not only a coach, but
also a teacher and former business
owner, now in his 14th year teaching
science at Lawrence High School. In
each respect, he has proven a strong
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commitment to his community.
Whether in the gym or the classroom,
Mr. Donato brings knowledge of leader-
ship and team building that is invalu-
able for our students. I am proud to
represent people such as Coach Donato,
an outstanding citizen of Maine, in the
U.S. Senate. On the occasion of his
500th win and fifth State championship
title, I extend my congratulations to
him and the teams he has coached over
the years.e

———

KENNEBUNK ROTARY CLUB 90TH
ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, I wish to
honor the many years of service pro-
vided by the Kennebunk Rotary Club,
which is now entering its 90th year as
an integral part of the Kennebunk
community. The Kennebunk Rotary
Club is an organization founded on a
steadfast dedication to ‘‘Service Above
Self”’, a motto that I believe we should
all strive to fulfill.

I have had the privilege of speaking
with rotary members on multiple occa-
sions and I value their insight as im-
portant members of their local commu-
nities. I have also attended a number of
rotary club meetings in Maine and as
the son of a rotarian I have seen first-
hand the positive impact that Rotary
International has on communities in
Maine and across the country.

For generations, local students, fami-
lies, seniors, and people around the
world have Dbenefited from the
Kennebunk Rotary Club and the many
charitable events that it hosts annu-
ally. Indeed, some of these events have
been a source of Kennebunk pride for
yvears. These include cyber-crime
awareness trainings for seniors, a 5K
every summer, and a Christmas party
to provide gifts for children who other-
wise wouldn’t have any under the tree.

In addition to these community
events, the Kennebunk Rotary Club
sponsors philanthropic programs such
as the club’s annual scholarship fund,
which provides several local high
school seniors with up to a $1,500 to
cover some college expenses. Scholar-
ship programs such as the Kennebunk
Rotary Club’s open the door to success
for Kennebunk graduates. The first re-
cipient of this scholarship, Thomas
Putnam, demonstrates the success of
the program. Several years after he re-
ceived his scholarship funds, he joined
the Kennebunk Rotary Club and is
today the director of the John F. Ken-
nedy Presidential Library in Massachu-
setts.

Finally, the Kennebunk Rotary Club
has been able to extend their love of
community beyond the bounds of their
scenic hometown, crossing inter-
national borders to help those in need.
After a train carrying crude oil ex-
ploded in the small town of Lac-
Megantic, Quebec, the Kennebunk Ro-
tary Club and the rest of Rotary Inter-
national District 7780 sprang into ac-
tion. They helped raise over $25,000 in
donations, which was used to provide
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400 children with Christmas presents.
It was my pleasure to work with Ro-
tary International and U.S. Customs to
ensure that those gifts arrived safely in
Lac-Mégantic. Through collaboration
and a little hard work, the Kennebunk
Rotary Club was able to make a huge
impact on the lives of many.

I would like to again thank the
Kennebunk Rotary Club, and congratu-
late them on their 90 years of dedica-
tion to ‘‘Service Above Self.” Their in-
vestment in Kennebunk, the great
State of Maine, and communities
across the globe has had a great effect
on students, families, and seniors and
will continue to open the doors of op-
portunity for years to come.e®

———————

RECOGNIZING RXIMPACT DAY

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I recog-
nize the seventh annual RxIMPACT
Day on Capitol Hill. This is a special
day where we recognize pharmacies’
contribution to the American
healthcare system. This year’s event
organized by the National Association
of Chain Drug Stores, takes place on
March 25-26. Nearly 400 individuals
from the pharmacy community—in-
cluding practicing pharmacists, phar-
macy school faculty and students,
State pharmacy leaders and pharmacy
company executives—will visit Capitol
Hill. They will share their views with
Congress about the importance of sup-
porting legislation that protects access
to community and neighborhood phar-
macies and that utilizes pharmacists to
improve the quality and reduce the
costs of providing health care.

Advocates from 45 States have trav-
eled to Washington to talk about the
pharmacy community’s contributions
in over 40,000 community pharmacies
nationwide. These important health
care providers are here to educate Con-
gress about the value of pharmacists
and protect access to the essential
services they provide as part of our
health care delivery system. And just
as these providers traveled to meet
with us, Members of Congress and their
staff have toured retail chain phar-
macies in our own communities more
than 325 times since 2009.

As cochair of the Senate Community
Pharmacy Caucus, I recognize that the
local pharmacist is a trusted, highly
accessible health care provider deeply
committed to providing the highest
quality care in the most efficient man-
ner possible. Patients have always re-
lied on their local pharmacist to meet
their health care needs.

As demand for health care services
continues to grow, pharmacists have
expanded their role in health care de-
livery, partnering with physicians,
nurses and other health care providers
to meet their patients’ needs. Innova-
tive services provided by pharmacists
do even more to improve patient health
care. Pharmacists are highly valued by
those that rely on them most—those in
rural and underserved areas, as well as
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