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FLAT STANLEY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to welcome a distinguished visitor to
the House floor today.

Flat Stanley is visiting Washington,
D.C., this week from Miss Martin’s sec-
ond-grade class at Clemmons Elemen-
tary in Clemmons, North Carolina.
Through Flat Stanley’s adventures, the
students in Miss Martin’s class are
learning about geography and maps.

It has been more than 50 years since
Stanley Lambchop was first flattened
by a bulletin board in Jeff Brown’s 1964
children’s classic. Today, the Flat
Stanley Project is a global literacy ac-
tivity that engages hundreds of thou-
sands of children and includes more
than 6,000 schools registered in 88 coun-
tries around the world.

It has been my pleasure to show Flat
Stanley around the U.S. Capitol. I hope
he has a safe trip back to North Caro-
lina’s Fifth Congressional District and
that Miss Martin’s class enjoys learn-
ing about his visit to Congress.

———

INCREASE HARBOR MAINTENANCE
FUNDING

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call
on Congress to keep its promise to in-
vest in our Nation’s ports.

The harbor maintenance tax col-
lected at our ports should be returned
to our ports, not stockpiled or diverted
to other spending.

For years, only about 50 percent of
the tax was returned to our ports. The
harbor maintenance trust fund now has
a surplus of approximately $9 billion.

Last year, with bipartisan support,
we passed the Water Resources Reform
and Development Act, which set tar-
gets for annual increases in usage of
the trust fund, leading to 100 percent
use by the year 2025.

I have offered an amendment to the
budget resolution to meet that target
funding level for 2016 established in
WRRDA, and I am disappointed that
the Rules Committee did not rule it in
order.

To keep our United States ports glob-
ally competitive, we should fully use
the harbor maintenance trust fund to
maintain and improve our harbors and
navigation channels.

————

ARKANSAS RUN FOR THE FALLEN

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the fourth annual Arkan-
sas Run for the Fallen. Congratula-
tions too to run organizer Chief Master
Sergeant Bubba Beason.

Several years ago, to honor Arkan-
sas’ fallen heroes, the Arkansas Run
for the Fallen was created.
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This year’s run started in Ozark, Ar-
kansas, last Friday and concluded at
the State capitol in Little Rock on
Sunday afternoon.

A team of Active Duty and Reserve
airmen, soldiers, marines, and Arkan-
sas State Police embarked on a 146-
mile memorial run to honor every Ar-
kansan who has died since the attacks
on September 11, 2001.

I had the honor of attending the final
ceremony on Sunday afternoon and
was deeply moved to be in the presence
of approximately 30 Gold Star families
that were in attendance.

These men have served their country
bravely, and their example and sac-
rifice are ones all Americans and Ar-
kansans can admire.

——
JUST THE FACTS

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, as Congress debates
how to best craft the 2016 budget pro-
posal, I hope that heavier consider-
ation will be given to reality over ide-
ology.

Let’s look at the facts of what has
actually worked in the past and what
has not. Because in real life, the facts
show that Democratic administrations
have outperformed the Republican ad-
ministrations in creating jobs by a sig-
nificant margin.

The most recent jobs report, for in-
stance, showed that the economy added
another 295,000 jobs in February. That
is the 60th consecutive month of pri-
vate sector job growth, and the longest
streak in history that has been re-
corded.

Over the past 5 years, the American
automobile industry added over 500,000
jobs due to the Democratic-led restruc-
turing.

And during the past 4 years, while
our friends on the other side of the
aisle predicted hyperinflation, the col-
lapse of the dollar, and worse, we put
more people back to work than all
other advanced economies combined.

Let’s face the facts and consider
what has worked in the real world in
creating jobs.

——
CELEBRATION OF U.S.-TAIWAN
RELATIONSHIP
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful to celebrate the
strong relationship between Taiwan
and the United States. With the 70th
anniversary of the ending of World War
II this year and the 36th anniversary of
the Taiwan Relations Act on April 10,
we can reflect how this relationship
has been beneficial for both countries.

Prior to World War II, America rec-
ognized the importance of protecting
the Chinese people from invaders. In
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1940, the U.S. operated a clandestine
air support mission to protect the citi-
zens of the Republic of China, carried
out by a courageous volunteer group of
pilots. Known as the Flying Tigers,
this group became the 14th Air Force
and included my father, the late First
Lieutenant Hugh Wilson.

America is eternally grateful that
the Chinese military in 1942 rescued
most of the crews after 15 U.S. planes
crashed in China following the Doo-
little Raid, which had been formed at
Columbia Army Air Base, South Caro-
lina.

Today, I am encouraging everyone to
recognize the critical importance of
the U.S.-Taiwan relationship and its
continuation.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

————

VETERANS EDUCATION TAX
SECURITY ACT

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today,
veterans who are disabled can get their
Federal student loan debt discharged.
But, unfortunately, the Department of
Education reports discharged debt to
the IRS, where it is considered as in-
come for Federal and possible State
tax purposes. In many instances, hav-
ing Federal student loan debt dis-
charged results in a substantial tax li-
ability.

That is why I am introducing the
Veterans Education Tax Security Act—
the VETS Act. This bill will ensure
that disabled veterans, deceased vet-
erans, and deceased members of the
Armed Forces are not financially pe-
nalized when their Federal student
loan debts are lawfully discharged.

As veterans ourselves, Congressman
ZINKE and I both understand the impor-
tance of putting politics aside to sup-
port our soldiers and veterans who
have risked their whole lives and their
families to defend our country. They,
or their families, should not be penal-
ized when Federal student loans are
forgiven because of death or disability.

I thank Congressman ZINKE for his
support on this issue and look forward
to working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to champion fairness
for our veterans.

FIGHTING FOR OUR FISHING
INDUSTRY

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of one of New Hamp-
shire’s most vital industries—the fish-
ing industry.

For nearly 400 years, our fishing in-
dustry has helped sustain and build our
local economy in the seacoast region of
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New Hampshire, providing thousands of
steady jobs and millions of dollars in
economic opportunity for the Granite
State annually.

Unfortunately, increasing and con-
stantly evolving government mandates
are threatening to put an end to this
very historic industry.

At a time when our Nation’s job cre-
ators are already struggling to add
jobs, increase revenue, and compete
with cheaper international companies,
the last thing that we should require of
them is to spend their already limited
time and resources on adhering to
pages and pages of costly Federal regu-
lations.

It is my charge to fight for regu-
latory relief and to strengthen New
Hampshire’s commercial fishing indus-
try, which for so long has been an es-
sential part of the New England tradi-
tion.

This remains one of my top prior-
ities, and I will continue to work tire-
lessly in a bipartisan fashion with the
New England region to preserve this in-
dustry, which is so essential to our
Granite State.

——
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SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC
BUDGET

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the Republicans released their budget,
which is a roadmap of their priorities
and their values. Just as has been the
case for the past few years, it comes as
no surprise that this budget will
squeeze hard-working American fami-
lies and make them, again, work hard-
er and get less.

One of our priorities must be to end
the across-the-board sequestration cuts
that have strangled our investments in
national priorities like education, re-
search, and innovation. Unfortunately,
this GOP budget goes further and jeop-
ardizes national security by keeping
sequester cuts on our military and our
defense needs.

Sadly, the past few months of Con-
gress have been nothing more than
continued giveaways to special inter-
ests and the wealthy and pandering to
the most extreme voices, the Tea Party
voices in Congress.

Today, the Democrats released our
budget. This is a budget that works for
hard-working Americans. It protects
national security. It gives
Michiganders and families all across
America the tools they need to buy a
house, to send their kids to college,
and to save for a decent retirement.

We have got to put away these fights.

————

WPSU-TV CELEBRATES ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on March 1, Penn State
University’s public television station,
WPSU-TV, celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary.

On March 1, 1965, WPSU transmitted
its first broadcast signal from atop
Penfield Mountain, and viewers for the
first time watched ‘‘Saludos Amigos,”
an introductory Spanish class aimed at
schoolchildren across central Pennsyl-
vania. Since that initial broadcast,
WPSU has dedicated itself to informing
and engaging central Pennsylvania
communities and beyond.

More recently, WPSU has looked to
make a global impact by expanding its
documentary production. WPSU-TV
has produced several award-winning
projects, such as ‘‘Telling Amy’s
Story,” which has reached more than 6
million people through on-air broad-
casts, online, and at various commu-
nity events.

Mr. Speaker, today, WPSU-TV
reaches approximately 515,000 house-
holds in 29 counties through cable, sat-
ellite, and over-the-air delivery.

As a graduate of Penn State Univer-
sity, I am so proud of all that WPSU-
TV has accomplished, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
them for 50 terrific years.

——
VETERANS MEDICAL ACCESS ACT

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, as Members of Congress, we
have a responsibility to serve our vet-
erans as well as they have served us
and our country. That means a lifelong
commitment to their health and well-
being.

Veterans who are severely disabled or
blinded after they return home are eli-
gible for medical care at VA specialty
rehabilitation clinics, where we can
improve their quality of life and inde-
pendence; but, too often, veterans can-
not afford the cost of the trip.

The Blinded Veterans Association of
America estimates that, even though
these VA clinics have long wait lists,
one of four beds is empty because vet-
erans who need care cannot afford to
pay for transportation for their care.

That is why I have introduced the
Veterans Medical Access Act, legisla-
tion to reimburse blinded and severely
disabled veterans for travel expenses in
Ventura County and across the country
so they can access the lifesaving and
life-changing care they need.

I hope that my colleagues will join
me in support of this critical legisla-
tion.

————
TRAILBLAZER BETTY WALL

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Women’s His-
tory Month, which we celebrate as a
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nation each March, and to pay respect
to those women across the generations
who have been trailblazers in so many
ways, including in our military.

In 1944, one such remarkable woman
was blazing trails in the skies over
what is now Nellis Air Force Base,
which is in my district. Betty Wall,
whom I had the opportunity to speak
to yesterday, was one of those Women
Airforce Service Pilots during World
War II.

When a skeptical male pilot would
climb into her aircraft for training, she
treated him to an introductory flight
he would never forget. As she put the
aircraft through its incredible combat
maneuvers, the guy in the backseat
had no choice but to marvel at her
skill and expertise, on par with the
men who were allowed to go into com-
bat.

In 2010, Ms. Wall and her fellow
WASPs received the well-deserved
honor of the Congressional Gold Medal.
Now, decades later, she has been fol-
lowed by many other female pilots who
continue to break barriers and lead the
way.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I call on us
as a nation to pay tribute to these
amazing women during the month of
March.

LIFTING DEFENSE AND
NONDEFENSE BUDGET CAPS

(Mrs. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, as the
House begins to prepare to discuss the
next year’s fiscal budget, we need a
budget that supports hard-working
Americans, not one that puts our fami-
lies in jeopardy.

The GOP budget ends Medicare as we
know it; it cuts Pell grants; it deci-
mates Head Start, and it doubles down
on policies that put working families
further behind. One thing that we all
need to fear in this budget is the harm-
ful, arbitrary budget caps on both our
nondefense and defense programs.
These caps hurt all Americans and
make our military vulnerable.

Our military leadership has made
clear that the budget caps are harming
our national security. Michigan is an
important northern border State, and
at too many places, like at the
Selfridge Air National Guard Base in
Michigan, our men and women in uni-
form face dramatic cuts to the critical
training and equipment they need to
defend our country.

We can’t afford more unrealistic
budget gimmicks or plans that just
kick the can down the road. We need to
take up a serious budget, which the
Democrats will offer this week.

——
SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC
BUDGET
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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