March 24, 2015

Udall Warren Wyden
Vitter Whitehouse
Warner Wicker
NAYS—3
Flake Lee Sessions
NOT VOTING—3
Cruz Kirk Manchin

The amendment (No. 386) was agreed
to.

AMENDMENT NO. 349

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 2
minutes of debate equally divided prior
to a vote in relation to amendment No.
349, offered by the Senator from Ohio,
Mr. PORTMAN.

The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, this is
a very simple amendment. It is a def-
icit-neutral reserve fund to help the
most vulnerable kids among us to have
better coordinated care under Med-
icaid.

It allows health care providers to de-
liver health care services to medically
complex kids through models that co-
ordinate care between providers, re-
sulting in better care but also lower
costs, including helping with regard to
a problem, including across State lines.

These children with complex medical
conditions make up about 6 percent of
the children who get health care under
Medicaid, but it is about 40 percent of
the cost of pediatric care under Medi-
care and Medicaid.

This is an opportunity for us on a bi-
partisan basis, I know, to be able to
help these kids to get the necessary
care they need and actually allow the
Medicaid system to realize some sav-
ings through efficiencies, such as re-
duced emergency room stays, hos-
pitalizations, and other procedures.

I thank my colleague Senator BEN-
NET, who will speak in a second on his
cosponsorship.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this commonsense measure to help
these vulnerable kids.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I also
rise to speak in favor of the Portman
amendment. This amendment is based
on a bill I introduced earlier this year
called the ACE Kids Act that recog-
nizes the critical importance of Med-
icaid to children with severe medical
conditions. It highlights the need for
greater coordination and integration of
care across the country for 2 million
children.

Earlier this month, I met with Ever-
ett Ediger at Children’s Hospital of
Colorado in Denver. Everett is 8 years
old and has spina bifida, a neurological
disorder of the spine. It took his mom
Maureen 2 years to get him signed up
under Medicaid and to establish a sys-
tem to coordinate all of his care.

While Everett was beating me at air
hockey, he let his mom explain to me
about the frustrating experience of try-
ing to coordinate all of her son’s spe-
cialists and the payments for his care.

We need to focus on children such as
Everett all across this country.
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I thank my colleague Senator
PORTMAN for his leadership in offering
this amendment.

I urge my colleagues to vote yes.

Mr. ENZI. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The question is on agreeing to the
Portman amendment.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. REID) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 96,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 80 Leg.]

YEAS—96

Alexander Fischer Murray
Ayotte Flake Nelson
Baldwin Franken Paul
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Bennet Gillibrand Peters
Blumenthal Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Reed
Booker Hatch Risch
Boozman Heinrich Roberts
Boxer Heitkamp Rounds
Brown Heller Rubio
Burr Hirono Sanders
Cantwell Hoeven Sasse
Capito Inhofe Schatz
Cardin Isakson Schumer
Carper Johnson Scott
Casey Kaine Sessions
Cassidy King Shaheen
Coats Klobuchar Shelby
Cochran Lankford Stabenow
Collins Leahy Sullivan
Coons Lee Tester
Corker Markey Thune
Cornyn McCain Tillis
Cotton McCaskill Toomey
Crapo McConnell Udall
Daines Menendez Vitter
Donnelly Merkley Warner
Durbin Mikulski Warren
Enzi Moran Whitehouse
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Feinstein Murphy Wyden

NOT VOTING—4
Cruz Manchin
Kirk Reid

The amendment (No. 349) was agreed
to.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:15 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. FISCHER).

—————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR
2016—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the time until 3

S1751

p.m. will be controlled by the Demo-
crats and the time from 3 p.m. until
3:45 p.m. will be controlled by the ma-
jority.

The Senator from Maryland.

AMENDMENT NO. 362

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
call up my amendment No. 362.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Maryland [Ms. MIKUL-
SK1], for herself, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. STABE-
NOW, proposes an amendment numbered 362.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To establish a deficit-neutral re-

serve fund relating to amending the Equal

Pay Act of 1963 to allow for punitive dam-

ages, limit the any factor ‘‘other than sex”

exception, and prohibit retaliation against
employees who share salary information)

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND
RELATING TO EQUAL PAY FOR
EQUAL WORK.

The Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate may revise the alloca-
tions of a committee or committees, aggre-
gates, and other appropriate levels in this
resolution for one or more bills, joint resolu-
tions, amendments, amendments between
the Houses, motions, or conference reports
relating to efforts to ensure equal pay poli-
cies and practices and to reform section 6(d)
of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 206(d)) (commonly Kknown as the
“Equal Pay Act of 1963”’) to allow for puni-
tive damages, limit the exception for un-
equal pay described in paragraph (1) of such
section to business necessity rather than any
factor ‘‘other than sex’, and prevent retalia-
tion against employees for sharing salary in-
formation by the amounts provided in such
legislation for those purposes, provided that
such legislation would not increase the def-
icit over either the period of the total of fis-
cal years 2016 through 2020 or the period of
the total of fiscal years 2016 through 2025.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President,
my amendment is about paycheck fair-
ness, a topic I know the Presiding Offi-
cer, the Senator from Nebraska, is ab-
solutely familiar with. I come to the
floor to finish the job we began with
Lilly Ledbetter to end pay discrimina-
tion in the workplace once and for all.
That is why I am offering this amend-
ment, which is based on the bill I have
offered in the past three Congresses. It
is called the Paycheck Fairness Act.

My Senate colleagues and I want to
be sure women get a raise. The way we
want to do that is to put more money
in the family checkbook by putting
change in the Federal law book.

My amendment will do three things.

No. 1, it will stop retaliation in the
workplace for sharing pay information.
For years, the famous Lilly Ledbetter
was harassed and humiliated just for
asking questions about her coworkers’
salaries. In many workplaces around
the country, you are forbidden to dis-
cuss shared pay information even if
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