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Whereas, on January 24, 2015, the Ukrain-
ian port city of Mariupol received rocket fire
from territory in the Donetsk region con-
trolled by rebels;

Whereas, on January 24, 2015, Alexander
Zakharchenko, leader of the Russian-backed
rebel Donetsk People’s Republic, publicly
announced that his troops had launched an
offensive against Mariupol;

Whereas Mariupol is strategically located
on the Sea of Azov and is a sea link between
Russian-occupied Crimea and Russia, and
could be used to form part of a land bridge
between Crimea and Russia;

Whereas the indiscriminate attack on
Mariupol killed 30 people, including 2 chil-
dren, and wounded 102 in markets, homes,
and schools;

Whereas, on April 19, 2000, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted Resolution
1296, reaffirming its strong condemnation of
the deliberate targeting of civilians;

Whereas, even after the Russian Federa-
tion and the Russian-backed rebels signed a
ceasefire agreement called the Minsk Pro-
tocol in September 2014, NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander, General Philip
Breedlove, reported in November 2014 the
movement of ‘“‘Russian troops, Russian artil-
lery, Russian air defense systems, and Rus-
sian combat troops’ into Ukraine;

Whereas, on January 24, 2015, NATO Sec-
retary General Jens Stoltenberg stated, ‘‘For
several months we have seen the presence of
Russian forces in eastern Ukraine, as well as
a substantial increase in Russian heavy
equipment such as tanks, artillery, and ad-
vanced air defense systems. Russian troops
in eastern Ukraine are supporting these of-
fensive operations with command and con-
trol systems, air defense systems with ad-
vanced surface-to-air missiles, unmanned
aerial systems, advanced multiple rocket
launcher systems, and electronic warfare
systems.”’;

Whereas, on January 25, 2015, after Rus-
sian-backed rebels attacked Mariupol, Euro-
pean Council President Donald Tusk wrote,
“Once again appeasement encourages the ag-
gressor to greater acts of violence; time to
step up our policy based on cold facts, not il-
lusions.”’;

Whereas, on November 19, 2014, at a Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
confirmation hearing, Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser Anthony Blinken stated that
the provision of defensive lethal assistance
to the Government of Ukraine ‘‘remains on
the table. It’s something we’re looking at.”’;

Whereas the Ukraine Freedom Support Act
(Public Law 113-272), which was passed by
Congress unanimously and signed into law
by the President on December 18, 2014, states
that it is the policy of the United States to
further assist the Government of Ukraine in
restoring its sovereignty and its territorial
integrity to deter the Government of the
Russian Federation from further desta-
bilizing and invading Ukraine and other
independent countries in Central and East-
ern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central Asia;
and

Whereas the Ukraine Freedom Support Act
authorizes $350,000,000 in fiscal years 2015-
2017 for the President to provide the Govern-
ment of Ukraine with defense articles, de-
fense services, and military training for the
purpose of countering offensive weapons and
reestablishing the sovereignty and terri-
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torial integrity of Ukraine, including anti-
tank and anti-armor weapons; crew weapons
and ammunition; counter-artillery radars;
fire control and guidance equipment; surveil-
lance drones; and secure command and com-
munications equipment: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

The Senate—

(1) condemns the attack on Mariupol by
Russian-backed rebels;

(2) urges the President to prioritize and ex-
pedite the provision of defensive lethal and
non-lethal military assistance to Ukraine,
consistent with United States national inter-
ests and policies, as authorized and sup-
ported by Congress in the Ukraine Freedom
Support Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-272);

(3) calls on the United States, its European
allies, and the international community to
continue to apply economic and other forms
of pressure on the Russian Federation, espe-
cially in the form of sanctions, if the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation continues
to refuse to cease its aggression in Ukraine;

(4) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately end its support
for the rebels in eastern Ukraine, allow
Ukraine to regain control of its internation-
ally recognized borders, and withdraw its
military presence in eastern Ukraine; and

(5) expresses solidarity with the people of
Ukraine regarding the humanitarian crisis in
their country and the destruction caused by
the military, financial, and ideological sup-
port of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration for the rebels in eastern Ukraine.
SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as an authorization for the use of
force or a declaration of war.

The amendment (No. 599) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ‘A resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the January 24, 2015, attacks carried
out by Russian-backed rebels on the civilian
population in Mariupol, Ukraine, and the
provision of defensive lethal and non-lethal
military assistance to Ukraine.”’.

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ABOUT A STRATEGY
FOR THE INTERNET OF THINGS
TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND CONSUMER EMPOWERMENT

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
110, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 110) expressing the
sense of the Senate about a strategy for the
Internet of Things to promote economic
growth and consumer empowerment.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
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be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

110) was

—————

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF
ESCORT COMMITTEE

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the President
of the Senate be authorized to appoint
a committee on the part of the Senate
to join with a like committee on the
part of the House of Representatives to
escort His Excellency Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani into the House Chamber
for the joint meeting at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 25, 2015.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
25, 2015

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
March 25; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following leader
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 11, with 18 hours
of debate time remaining, and that the
time until 10:30 a.m. be equally divided
and controlled by the two managers or
their designees; further, that the Sen-
ate recess subject to the call of the
Chair at 10:30 a.m. to allow for the
joint meeting of Congress; lastly, that
all time during the recess count
against the remaining debate time on
the budget resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mrs. CAPITO. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that it stand
adjourned under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:51 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 25, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
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