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he witnessed, Dr. Borlaug committed his life to 
developing the then nascent field of plant biol-
ogy to increase food production and combat 
world hunger. The mutation techniques he de-
veloped led to high yield, disease resistant 
wheat varieties suitable for planting around the 
globe. In honor of his work, Dr. Borlaug was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977, and 
the Congressional Gold Medal in 2007. 

Today, on what would have been his 101st 
birthday, I rise to honor this great native 
Iowan. Dr. Borlaug revolutionized agriculture 
and saved over one billion lives from starva-
tion. His legacy stands as an example of 
American ingenuity and the impact one good 
man can make on the world. I encourage all 
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to visit Dr. Borlaug’s statue in Statuary 
Hall to reflect on the life and achievements of 
this great American. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN ANITRIA M. 
MACK 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a resourceful and am-
bitious woman, Captain Anitria M. Mack. 
Anitria has shown what can be done through 
hard work, dedication and a desire to serve 
others. 

Captain Anitria Michelle Mack was born on 
April 17, 1975 in Grenada, MS. She graduated 
from Grenada High School, May 1993. She 
began her military career in May 1992, enlist-
ing in the 254th Engineer Detachment, Camp 
McCain, MS, under the split option program as 
an Administrative Specialist. She completed 
Basic Training the summer of 1992 and Ad-
vanced Initial Training the summer of 1993 at 
Fort Jackson, SC. The 254th Engineer De-
tachment later reorganized and became De-
tachment 3 Company B 106th Support Bat-
talion causing CPT Mack-Lewis to reclassify 
as a Light Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic. She 
enrolled in Jackson State University in August, 
1993 where she graduated with a Bachelors 
Degree in Accounting in May, 1997 and a 
Masters Degree in Business Administration, 
May, 2000. CPT Mack-Lewis then entered the 
Federal Officer Candidate School, Fort 
Benning, GA, July 8, 2001 and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant on October 11, 
2001. 

CPT Mack-Lewis simultaneously served as 
the Executive Officer and Maintenance Control 
Officer of Bravo Company 106th Support Bat-
talion from October 2001 thru December 2004, 
located at Camp Shelby, MS. CPT Mack- 
Lewis deployed to Iraq in January 2005 as the 
Supply and Services Officer, where she was 
the Officer In Charge of all Logistics Convoy 
Operations for six Forward Operating Bases 
occupied by the 155th Brigade Combat Team 
within the ‘‘Triangle of Death’’. Upon return 
from Iraq, she assumed company command 
from April 2006–January 2008 of Alpha Com-
pany 106th Brigade Support Battalion, a Sup-
ply and Distribution Company whose head-
quarter is in Magee, MS with detachments at 
Prentiss and Taylorsville, MS. She then 
served as the Executive Officer of Joint 

Forces Headquarters, Jackson, MS from Janu-
ary 2008–May 2009. 

CPT Mack-Lewis has received numerous 
awards throughout her career to include: Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medals, Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, as well 
as other commendations and state awards. 

CPT Mack-Lewis worked fulltime with the 
Mississippi Army National Guard from January 
1999–May 2009 as a federal technician. She 
served as a Budget Analyst for the Director of 
Logistics from January, 1999–December, 2004 
and as the Employee Relations Specialist for 
all MS Army and Air National Guard Federal 
Technicians from January 2005–May 2009. 
She was then hired on the Active Guard Re-
serve Program (AGR) June, 2009. She cur-
rently teaches Army ROTC to students attend-
ing Mississippi College, MS College School of 
Law and Hinds Community College. She also 
serves as ROTC Liaison for National Guard 
soldiers who attend school at MC, MC School 
of Law, UMC, JSU, Hinds CC, Belhaven, 
Millsaps, Delta State, and MS Valley State 
University. She is a member of the Recruiting 
and Retention Battalion, Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard. She currently serves as a Logis-
tics Officer for the 106th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, Monticello, MS. She is a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Clinton (MS) 
Alumnae Chapter. She and her husband Paul 
have been married since August 31, 2002 and 
currently reside in Terry, MS. They are mem-
bers of New Jerusalem Church, Jackson, MS. 

CPT Mack-Lewis’s favorite scripture comes 
from Psalm 27:1–3. ‘‘The Lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the strength of my life, of whom shall I be 
afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies 
and foes came upon me to eat my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell. Though a host should en-
camp against me. My heart shall not fear: 
though war should rise against me, in this will 
I be confident.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Captain Anitria M. Mack for her 
passion and dedication to serving our great 
Country and desire to make a difference in the 
lives of others. 
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HONORING AVERY BAYHAM 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Avery Bayham attends Dawson High School 
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: select 
an important event that has occurred in the 
past 15 years and explain how that event has 
changed our country. 

On September 11, 2001 four planes were hi-
jacked by the terrorist group al-Qaeda. Two 
of these planes struck the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York City, one of the planes hit 
the Pentagon, and the other was crashed into 
a field in Pennsylvania. Hundreds of lives 
were lost as this event struck fear in the 
hearts of millions of Americans and dramati-
cally changed the status-quo of the United 
States. Today, almost fifteen years later, we 
are still able to see the results of this dev-
astating event in our everyday society. 

Among the most common effects of 9/11 is 
racism. I am a sophomore in high school, and 
every day as I walk down the vast halls of 
my very racially diverse school, I constantly 
hear racial jokes and stereotypes. After 9/11, 
the Islamic community in the United States 
was heavily discriminated against and criti-
cized. These so called ‘‘jokes’’ aimed at cer-
tain members of our community are ex-
tremely disrespectful, immature, and abso-
lutely unacceptable. The Declaration of 
Independence states that ‘‘all men are cre-
ated equal’’ and no man has the right to 
place himself higher due to race. I personally 
believe that the racial dispute towards Mus-
lims after the event generated and propelled 
forward the racism that we have in society 
today. 

Another gargantuan effect of 9/11 was that 
the security of the United States dramati-
cally increased. This was the first event that 
seriously caught the attention of the entire 
population of America since the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis. The security at airports was prob-
ably the most noticeable change with ways 
to try to find bombs, background checks, and 
body scans. The U.S. has been on the edge of 
its seat ever since we sent our boys into Af-
ghanistan to put a stop to al-Qaeda, which 
was defeated with the death of Osama Bin 
Laden. Now, there is a new group known as 
ISIS, who is currently executing Christians 
in Europe while the rest of the world is 
watching helplessly from the sidelines. This 
group needs to be neutralized as soon as pos-
sible; although it isn’t directly attacking the 
U.S., they are constantly attacking our soci-
ety and relationships with others. This group 
was created in response to the elimination of 
Osama Bin Laden, the mastermind behind 9/ 
11. I have seen friends abandon friends just 
because of what members of their race have 
done to each other, and I would hate to have 
that happen to myself. 

9/11 was an absolutely devastating event in 
America, an event that is still attacking our 
society today. If 9/11 wouldn’t have occurred, 
we would have significantly less racial dis-
crimination as well as security threats in 
the United States. When did the U.S. begin 
to allow our enemies to change us? 
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IN APPRECIATION OF RON 
LEGRAND AND HIS YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, as 
ranking member and former chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, I join with my col-
leagues, Representative SHEILA JACKSON LEE, 
ranking member of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations, and Representative ROBERT C. 
‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT, the former chairman and 
ranking member of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations, in expressing our appreciation for 
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Ron LeGrand’s years of service to the com-
mittee. 

Ron has enjoyed a distinguished career in 
service to our Nation. Prior to joining the staff 
of the committee, he worked for the Drug En-
forcement Administration, the Criminal Division 
of the Department of Justice, the House Se-
lect Committee on Narcotics, and the staff of 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

In the private sector and in public service, 
Ron has dedicated himself to protecting the 
rights of those who have been victimized by 
crime. 

During his time with the committee, Ron 
worked tirelessly on the hard-fought reauthor-
ization of the Violence Against Women Act, a 
historic law to assist victims of domestic vio-
lence and prevent future acts of domestic vio-
lence. He also worked on important legislation 
to protect seniors against those who would 
prey upon them. Ron’s ability to build coali-
tions on both sides of the aisle and with out-
side stakeholders on human trafficking and 
drug legislation was critical to the passage of 
several important bills that have since become 
law. 

In recent years, Ron dedicated himself to 
the examination and reform of our criminal jus-
tice system, culminating with his work on the 
Over-criminalization Task Force. We appre-
ciate his magnanimity, energy, and enthu-
siasm, which has helped immensely in gener-
ating a bipartisan desire to address this issue. 

In these and other legislative and oversight 
issues, Ron has displayed a high degree of 
professionalism and personal commitment, 
providing the members of the committee and 
staff with wise counsel. 

We thank Ron for years of selfless service 
and wish him the very best as he leaves pub-
lic service to continue his efforts in fighting do-
mestic violence through his new position at 
the National Network to End Domestic Vio-
lence. All of his colleagues will miss him dear-
ly and continue to value his friendship into the 
future. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DANIEL HOFFMAN- 
ZINNEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Daniel 
Hoffman-Zinnel for being named a 2015 Forty 
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral Iowa publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Daniel has the determination and talent to 
be successful in all that he does, and his work 
with Planned Parenthood of the Heartland is a 

testament to that commitment. As the Director 
of Education and Leadership with Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland, Daniel is able to 
pursue a personal passion of his in his profes-
sional life. He maintains an active schedule 
outside work, volunteering for numerous orga-
nizations, including the Iowa Cancer Consor-
tium. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Daniel in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better both his community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Daniel on 
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 
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ABIGAIL ESPINOZA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Abigail 
Espinoza for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Abigail Espinoza is a 12th grader at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Abigail 
Espinoza is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Abi-
gail Espinoza for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SACRED HEART 
SCHOOL 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sacred Heart Elementary 
School, located in Rockaway, Morris County, 
New Jersey as it celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary. 

Since the school opened its doors in Sep-
tember of 1965, Sacred Heart School has 
been dedicated to fostering its students’ moral 
development as well as their academic ca-
reers. Located in the center of the Borough of 
Rockaway, Sacred Heart teaches pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade, and attracts stu-
dents from all across Morris County. When the 
school was founded in 1965, were enrolled. 
The first class to graduate Sacred Heart in 
1971 was a mere 15 people! Over the last fifty 
years, the student body has more than tripled 
to over 200 boys and girls. 

Sacred Heart School is a private Catholic in-
stitution with the mission of providing aca-
demic excellence, sound instruction, and a 
choice of activities which permits students to 
explore their talents as well as their interests. 
They offer something more which includes 
academic excellence, principle leadership val-
ues, and a strong spirit of community. Sacred 
Heart School has the philosophy of education 
of the child including spiritually, academically, 
emotionally, socially, and physically. Their goal 
is not just produce good students, but well- 
rounded people. 

The school’s dedication to its students has 
not gone unnoticed. Sacred Heart has been 
recognized as a ‘‘Best Practice School’’ by the 
Home and School Federation of the Diocese 
of Paterson on four separate occasions. In 
2004, Sacred Heart won its first Best Practice 
Award for its Peer Mentoring Program be-
tween 4th and 8th graders. In 2005, it re-
ceived another Best Practice Award for Aca-
demics for its Career Day that it holds annu-
ally during Catholic Schools Week. In 2006, 
the school was recognized with a third Best 
Practice Award for continually surveying their 
community to ensure all of their needs are 
met, and always looking to better the way they 
serve their students. In 2007, the school re-
ceived a fourth Best Practice Award for its 
Monday Lunch Program, where every Monday 
a new student provides a lunch based on his 
or her own cultural background in order to pro-
mote understanding and appreciation of cul-
tural differences. Additionally, the Sacred 
Heart School was awarded the prestigious 
‘‘Star School Award’’ by the Diocese for its 
outstanding Literacy for Life program. Star 
Schools are recognized for being on the ‘‘cut-
ting edge’’ and for promoting high student 
achievement and outstanding performance. 

Under the leadership of the qualified and 
credentialed teachers and faculty Sacred 
Heart strives to instill a deep love of God, 
neighbor, and country within their students. 
They want to nurture their spirits a long with 
their minds, as well as create a strong sup-
portive community built on the values of love 
and faith. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to recognize the 50th anniversary of this won-
derful school dedicated to fostering an envi-
ronment not just for students to grow in aca-
demics but in their faith as well. 
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HONORING JEDD MOSKOWITZ 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of my Chief of Staff, Jedd Moskowitz, 
who will be retiring from Capitol Hill after 32 
years of exemplary service to the constituents 
of New York. Thirty of these years were spent 
with former Congressman Gary Ackerman, 
and I was lucky to have benefitted from his 
guidance for the past two and a half years. 

Jedd started his career at the Queens Trib-
une working as a copy editor for Congress-
man Ackerman. When Congressman Acker-
man ran and won a seat in the New York 
State Senate, Jedd remained by his side. In 
1983, after five years in the State Senate, 
Congressman Ackerman was elected to the 
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