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TRIBUTE TO NICOLAS JEFFRESS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Nicolas Jeffress attends Dawson High 
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: 
In your opinion, why is it important to be in-
volved in the political process? 

In 1776, we fought for our right to self-gov-
ern, and every day men and women give 
their lives to protect and defend those 
rights. But now we are facing a new threat to 
our independence, apathy. Every day people 
willingly give up their right to govern and 
wonder why their community is not reaching 
its potential. Just like in other parts of life 
though, building a great community takes 
work. 

During my sophomore year, many students 
felt the pressure of both rigorous course 
loads and class rank competition, and some 
resorted to cheating. This situation was 
complicated by the fact that the penalties 
for cheating were not consistently enforced 
and when they were enforced, they were 
light relative to the potential gain. As I 
talked to more students and teachers, I be-
came concerned that Dawson had a culture 
of academic dishonesty, much like profes-
sional cycling, where some felt cheating was 
necessary just to keep up. I could not let this 
be my school’s culture. 

I started working on how to address this 
problem by talking to other students. Al-
though many were frustrated with the dis-
honesty, they did not think anything could 
be done to fix it. Fortunately, thirty stu-
dents did care! When we met, we talked not 
only about the problem but how we could 
change it. Over the next three weeks we de-
veloped specific proposals around testing 
procedures, penalties and education. We took 
these proposals forward to our principal and 
even demonstrated how students were cheat-
ing using tools like camera pens. We also 
spoke to the Pearland ISD school board 
about our work at Dawson and provided 
them the proposals as well. Although the 
early conversations were sometimes dif-
ficult, we started to have an impact. 

Over the summer between my sophomore 
and junior year, Pearland ISD wrote a new 
honor code that went into place at both 
Dawson and Pearland High Schools. As I 
read through the honor code during packet 
pick-up, I could see many of our rec-
ommendations almost verbatim. I thought of 
Yoda, ‘‘Do or do not. There is no try’’; I’m 
glad I decided to do. I got involved in my 
local community and changed my school. 

As I become an adult, the political process 
will allow me to become even more involved 
in my community. During my Dad’s school 
board campaign, I had the opportunity to 
meet many great public servants. We are so 
fortunate to have so many great people 
working hard on our community. However, 

with only 5% of people choosing to vote in 
local elections, I doubt we are reaching our 
full potential. We need more people willing 
to be involved, developing solutions to prob-
lems, bringing new ideas. Communities form 
districts, which form states, which make up 
a nation; all political movements start at 
grass root local communities and cascade to 
the national government. I certainly intend 
to do my part to honor the sacrifices so 
many have made to build the country we 
have today. 
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A TRIBUTE TO AMY OSTRANDER 
CROLL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Amy 
Ostrander Croll for being named a 2015 Forty 
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral Iowa publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Amy has the determination and drive to be 
successful in all that she does and her exem-
plary work with Community Youth Concepts is 
a testament to that. As Executive Director, she 
is responsible for moving the organization for-
ward—taking risks when necessary so that the 
goals of the organization can be achieved. In 
her free time Amy enjoys biking and serving 
others. She donates her time to the Urbandale 
Community Action Network and the Iowa 
Commission on Volunteer Service. In all as-
pects of her life, Amy is an example of the 
hard work and service that makes our state 
proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Amy in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Amy on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FRESNO HIGH 
SCHOOL SENATE CLUB 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
recognition of the Fresno High School Senate 
Club. Fresno High School was founded in 

1889 as the City of Fresno’s first high school. 
The following year, the Fresno High School 
Senate was established on March 21, 1890. 

The Foundation of the Senate is modeled 
after the United States Senate, with each 
member representing a state in our Union. Ad-
mission to the Fresno High School Senate re-
quires a majority vote of the body for academi-
cally qualified candidates who are sponsored 
by an active member of the club. Candidates 
are required to attend at least three club meet-
ings and present a speech to complete the ap-
plication process. Upon admission, a U.S. 
state is permanently assigned to the new sen-
ator, who is then invited to declare a political 
party preference. The Fresno High School 
Senate is primarily a debate club and has the 
distinction of being the oldest continuously ac-
tive high school club in the United States. 

The Senate is governed by both a Constitu-
tion and bylaws and it follows parliamentary 
procedure set by Robert’s Rules of Order. The 
organization instills knowledge of the law mak-
ing process of our national government. Fur-
thermore, the public speaking debate society 
addresses current issues of world, national, 
and community interest and concern. 

The Fresno High School Senate Club meets 
every week on the Fresno High School Cam-
pus and is guided by a faculty member known 
as the ‘‘President of the United States.’’ Active 
Senators, in addition to being top academic 
achievers, also perform hundreds of hours of 
service to the greater Fresno community. 

Over many decades, the Senate has pro-
duced dozens of outstanding alumni known 
as, ‘‘Honorary Senators,’’ who achieved distin-
guished careers in law, medicine, business, 
education, government, architecture, tech-
nology, the military, and other notable occupa-
tional fields. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Fresno High School Senate on 
the significant milestone of its 125th Anniver-
sary as I extend my best wishes for the orga-
nization’s continued success in shaping the 
lives of young students, creating model citi-
zens and nurturing the studies of United 
States history and government. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
MOCKLER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 26, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-
leagues in the California Democratic Congres-
sional Delegation, Congressman PETE 
AGUILAR, Congresswoman KAREN BASS, Con-
gressman XAVIER BECERRA, Congressman AMI 
BERA, Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY, Con-
gresswoman LOIS CAPPS, Congressman TONY 
CÁRDENAS, Congresswoman JUDY CHU, Con-
gresswoman SUSAN DAVIS, Congressman 
MARK DESAULNIER, Congresswoman ANNA 
ESHOO, Congressman SAM FARR, Congress-
man JOHN GARAMENDI, Congresswoman JAN-
ICE HAHN, Congressman MIKE HONDA, Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN, Congresswoman 
BARBARA LEE, Congressman TED LIEU, Con-
gresswoman ZOE LOFGREN, Congressman 
ALAN LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman DORIS 
MATSUI, Congressman JERRY MCNERNEY, 
Congresswoman GRACE NAPOLITANO, Con-
gresswoman NANCY PELOSI, Congressman 
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