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industry. Zeke lobbied strongly for California’s 
1988 Salmon, Steelhead Trout, and Anad-
romous Fisheries Program Act, which called 
for a statewide salmon conservation plan to 
double the present numbers of wild salmon. 
He pushed for modernization of the federal 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 
litigated to expedite water quality restoration 
under the federal Clean Water Act, and fought 
for protections of fishing grounds by orga-
nizing for the prevention and clean-up of pe-
troleum spills. 

In 1988, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration honored Zeke Grader 
with its prominent Environmental Hero award. 
For many Zeke has been a hero over many 
decades and his tireless efforts to protect the 
wild California Coast have ensured the 
present vitality of our fishing communities. 

Our friend and former colleague George Mil-
ler is one of those who counts Zeke as an in-
spiration. He passed along this message to us 
to include in the RECORD: ‘‘Zeke Grader has 
been my friend almost my entire time in the 
Congress. During that time Zeke has been a 
leader in our state, on the Pacific Coast and 
in our nation to give voice and rights to the 
men and women of our vital and historic com-
mercial fishing industry. The Pacific coast fish-
eries from time to time are threatened with 
droughts, economic downturns, high fuel 
prices, habitat destruction, and bad public pol-
icy. Through it all, Zeke Grader has led this 
magnificent group of fishers to maintain and 
grow our fisheries. So many people in Califor-
nia’s diverse economy are dependent on their 
success. The commercial fishers of the Pacific 
coast must both catch and protect this mag-
nificent species. Zeke Grader for so many 
years has successfully advocated for both the 
fish and the fishers. All of us owe him great 
thanks.’’ 

Today, Zeke continues his strong advocacy 
by working with and advising leaders at every 
level of industry and government. His legacy 
shows us the lasting positive impact that one 
man can have on countless others and he has 
shown that you can build a thriving and sus-
tainable economy without depleting natural re-
sources for future generations. Mr. Speaker, it 
is fitting that we honor Zeke today for his work 
in representing the fishing community, and we 
express our deepest appreciation for his 
friendship and his service. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHRIS KYKER 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a remarkable individual for her dedi-
cation to the State of Texas. I would like to 
congratulate and thank Mrs. Chris Kyker for 
her hard work and her passion for service. 

She has spent the last 90 years simply giv-
ing back to the world around us. I was re-
cently informed that she was honored by the 
Texas Legislature in naming the Texas Silver 
Haired Legislature Foundation. This achieve-
ment served as an indication of the hard work, 
determination, joy, and kindness that she has 
continued to embody. 

Chris is a leading volunteer for the state of 
Texas. She has served as the Founding Direc-

tor of the West Central Texas Area Agency on 
Aging (1974–1979), she has served as the 
Founding Executive Director of the Texas De-
partment on Aging (1979–1984), she assisted 
with the transition of the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission (2003–2005), 
and she served as the Founding President 
and CEO of Disabilities Resources Inc. of Abi-
lene, Texas. She has served in more than 32 
volunteer offices, and in 2014 the Chris Kyker 
Endowment for Seniors Fund was established. 
From serving the state to serving her fellow 
man, Chris’ accomplishments have been ap-
preciated. Her passion and drive are com-
mendable. In our rapidly shifting world and 
fast-paced lifestyles it is always impressive to 
find someone like Chris that give so gener-
ously of their time and effort to positively im-
pact the lives of people of Texas. 

While we take the time to reflect on all of 
Chris’ achievements, it is important to ac-
knowledge that her belief in giving to those 
around her comes from the genuine kindness 
of a remarkable woman. 

I want to express my heartiest congratula-
tions and thanks to Chris Kyker on her out-
standing accomplishments and for her im-
mense contribution to the State of Texas. 
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16TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and 
women who have provided distinctive service 
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional 
District. 

Law enforcement is a demanding profession 
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men 
and women put themselves in harm’s way to 
enforce the laws of our society and protect 
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and 
respect. 

Four years ago, I established the 16th Dis-
trict Congressional Law Enforcement Awards, 
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for 
exceptional achievement. 

This year, I will present congressional law 
enforcement awards to the following winners 
chosen by an independent panel comprised of 
current and retired law enforcement personnel 
representing a cross-section of the district’s 
law enforcement community. 

Officer Steven Ogline of the Holmes Beach 
Police Department will receive the Above and 
Beyond the Call of Duty Award and will be 
named Congressional Officer of the Year. 

Sergeant William F. Pascoe of the Florida 
Highway Patrol will receive the Career Service 
Award. 

Deputy Dan Durrance and Deputy Chris-
topher Folds of the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Office, Sergeant Brian Woodring and Deputy 
Ryan Frailing of the Sarasota County Sheriff’s 
Office, Patrolman First Class Dustin Cohen of 
the North Port Police Department and Officer 
Lucciano Diaz of the Palmetto Police Depart-
ment will receive the Preservation of Life 
Award. 

Detective Robert Armstrong of the Sarasota 
City Police Department, Master Patrol Officer 

Jose Santos of the Bradenton Police Depart-
ment, Detective John McHenry of the Sara-
sota County Sheriff’s Office, Sergeant Scott 
King of the North Port Police Department and 
Officer Ruth Terry of the Venice Police De-
partment will receive the Dedication and Pro-
fessionalism Award. 

The following Members of the Sarasota 
County civilian community response team 
FOCUS: Pastor Kelvin Lumpkin, Pastor Peter 
Greenidge and Minister Leslie Harrell of the 
Light of the World Church, Dr. Trevor Harvey, 
President of Sarasota Florida NAACP, Carolyn 
Mason, Sarasota County Commissioner and 
Dr. John Walker of Bethel Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church will receive the Associate 
Service Award. 
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MEURER RESEARCH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and applaud Meurer Research for 
their community leadership and economic con-
tribution to Jefferson County. 

Meurer Research engineers and manufac-
tures sophisticated products to solve complex 
issues facing water and wastewater treatment 
facilities worldwide. Founded in 1978, MRI has 
over 50 patents, both foreign and domestic, 
and over 5,000 installations. The company of-
fers a range of products geared to optimizing 
water and wastewater treatment facilities. 

Meurer Research, Inc. expanded into a 
43,320 square-foot facility in the Coors Tech-
nology Center, located in Golden. The com-
pany also has plans to grow to 95 employees 
over the next couple of years, with new capital 
investment for the expansion expected to be 
more than $2 million. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Meurer Research for their well-deserved Busi-
ness Recognition Award. 
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TRIBUTE TO BLESSED 
SACRAMENT HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special recognition to the Blessed Sac-
rament Catholic School as it celebrates its 
100th anniversary. 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic School was 
founded in 1915 as the first Jesuit sponsored 
school in Hollywood. Initially founded on Holly-
wood Boulevard, the Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic School was relocated to Sunset Bou-
levard where it currently stands. The new par-
ish was later designated as an official historic 
landmark. 

Throughout its hundred year service, the 
school has been dedicated to its mission 
statement, ‘‘As a learning community, we com-
mit ourselves to the education of the whole 
person by developing mind, body, and spirit of 
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our children. We are focused on teaching re-
sponsible communication skills that fosters ex-
cellence in self-expression and community in-
volvement.’’ The school has developed a rig-
orous curriculum consisting of a balance be-
tween college preparatory classes and vol-
untary community outreach. By providing such 
an academically rich, faith filled learning envi-
ronment, Blessed Sacrament Catholic School 
has shaped its students into successful busi-
ness owners, film producers, community lead-
ers and philanthropists. 

While upholding strong academic excel-
lence, Blessed Sacrament Catholic School 
truly reflects the rich diversity of Los Angeles. 
Currently the school exceeds the state’s aver-
age private school diversity rate, with students 
coming for a multitude of backgrounds. The 
school’s success not be possible without a 
highly dedicated faculty, staff and administra-
tion who selflessly invest their time into pro-
ductively influencing each student. 

I ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring Blessed Sacrament Catholic School 
upon the celebration of its 100th year of edu-
cating children in the Jesuit tradition and 
bettering the Hollywood community. 
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CELEBRATING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LIBERATION OF 
AUSCHWITZ 

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, celebrating the 
70th anniversary of the liberation of Ausch-
witz—forever a symbol of human evil and de-
pravity—and the end of WWII, history’s blood-
iest war claiming 50 million lives, along with 
celebrating the 67th anniversary of the State 
of Israel reborn in its wake, we are duty-bound 
to remember these milestones that humanity 
may yet be free from threats to its very sur-
vival. 

As a son of Polish Holocaust survivors who 
spent his early childhood in Kazakhstan, Po-
land, Austria and Germany, I wrote the fol-
lowing poem, ‘‘So unpredictably, in a humble 
corner/Of the Displaced Persons Camps/Ex-
hibit in Richmond’s Virginia Holocaust/Mu-
seum, a family’s trying past at/Last has come 
to rest,/Guarded on a consecrated wall,/Invit-
ing home, allowing unreservedly to/Shed a 
flowing tear; among the/Remnant of a people 
deemed expendable/It finds acceptance that 
only/Those touched by common loss/Provide, 
for they have shared/The fire and the pain.’’ 

We cherish the victims, survivors and lib-
erators. The majority of the Holocaust sur-
vivors have lived in Israel where I grew up be-
ginning in 1949, and those still alive along with 
their descendants and all Israelis, Jews and 
Arabs, are vulnerable given Iran’s genocidal 
agenda begrudging Jewish survival and the 
one and only Jewish state. Iran’s agents of 
terror are active on Israel’s south and north 
borders. I travelled this past January on a 
Leadership Mission of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis (Reform), witnessing first- 
hand Israel’s unique security concerns. We 
visited Moshav Netiv Ha’asarah on Gaza’s 
border that was hit during the recent 50-day 
Gaza War and saw an opening of a tunnel 
dug from Gaza. Israel’s resilient people have 

been terrorized by Hamas’ rockets and shells 
far too long. From Mt. Bental on the Golan 
Heights at a UN observation post, we gazed 
on a cold and foggy day at ominous Syria, 
aware that Hezbollah there and in nearby Leb-
anon possesses 150,000 rockets at Iran’s 
command. 

Shiite Iran’s drive for a nuclear capability is 
an overriding goal for its dictatorial clerics 
whose menacing tentacles pose unacceptable 
risk not only to Israel, alarming enough, but 
also to the entire Sunni Arab world whose 
domination it seeks. Israel’s incredible and 
unshakable bond (so should it remain!) of mu-
tual benefit and common vision with the 
United States whom Iran calls the ‘‘Great 
Satan,’’ further makes Israel, the ‘‘Little 
Satan,’’ a target for a repressive regime find-
ing the West’s progressive democracy anath-
ema. While ISIS (The Islamic State) continues 
planting death and destruction in a widening 
range of global aspirations, with brazen barba-
rism of medieval darkness challenging civiliza-
tion’s norms. Brutal President Assad’s geno-
cidal assaults on his own Syrian people have 
so tragically passed the fourth year mark, with 
over 200,000 dead, thousands tortured in pris-
ons, 3.9 million refugees mostly in Turkey, 
Lebanon and Jordan, and 7.6 million displaced 
within Syria, with the international community 
shamefully watching a catastrophe of a pro-
fusely bleeding wound infecting an entire re-
gion and beyond. 

Israel, treating wounded and willing Syrians 
and ever present when disaster strikes any-
where, is the only source of stability and mo-
dernity in that troubled part of the world, and 
in its recent democratic elections Israeli Arabs 
freely participated (a right denied in the neigh-
boring Arab States) winning the third largest 
bloc in the Knesset. The arduous search for 
peace with the Palestinians, who are yet to 
recognize Israel as the Jewish state it is, re-
mains a steadfast goal in spite of Hamas’ 
avowed aim to fight Israel, and its alliance with 
the Palestinian Authority. Israel struggles to 
address its socioeconomic gap and the Jewish 
pluralism issue, recognizing its astonishing 
and leading accomplishments testimony to 
being heir to the great Jewish legacy enriching 
the human family. The misguided BDS (Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions) movement 
only serves to weaken Israel and the pros-
pects for peace that only a strong Israel can 
conclude, being the world’s only democracy 
whose very existence and identity are ques-
tioned. A growing anti-Semitism in Europe, 
scene of the unfathomable Holocaust, with 
murderous acts in Belgium, France and Den-
mark, threatens Europe’s historical Jewish 
presence. 

At this season of sacred and soaring re-
membrance, we recall the 50th anniversary of 
the Selma to Montgomery March, the pre-
ceding ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ of March 7, 1965, 
and the following Voting Rights Act. Rabbis 
and Jewish laypersons were disproportionally 
involved in the Civil Rights Movement and 
stood by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to uplift 
America to live up to its glorious promise for 
all. My synagogue is the world’s only home to 
two African-American churches. 

The forthcoming Tiananmen Square Mas-
sacre 26th anniversary on June 6th, 2015, 
prompts me to share my experience, ‘‘The 
Kaddish letters grow/Small in this over-
whelming/Space of invisible evil./I shield them 
in the pocket,/Close to my heart,/Away from 

the menacing/Look of the Chinese soldier,/To 
protect memory.’’ May our anguished planet 
know soon, in partnership with the Most High, 
Shalom’s essential blessings of healing, hope 
and harmony. Amen. 

Dr. Israel Zoberman is the founding rabbi of 
Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia 
Beach. 
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TRIBUTE TO TONY ALEXANDER 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Tony Alexander’s 43 years of serv-
ice to FirstEnergy. As FirstEnergy’s longest- 
serving chief executive officer, Tony is respon-
sible for propelling the company to the fore-
front of the energy industry. 

Since joining FirstEnergy in 1972, Tony has 
served in a number of unique roles. His lead-
ership has contributed to FirstEnergy’s suc-
cess every step of the way. Over the course 
of his career, he guided the company through 
significant mergers and acquisitions, regu-
latory challenges, and a range of operational 
and financial issues. 

For example, Tony was instrumental in the 
merger of Ohio Edison and Centerior Energy, 
which formed FirstEnergy. A year after he was 
named president of First Energy, the company 
doubled in size and Tony deftly managed the 
company through significant regulatory, finan-
cial and environmental challenges during his 
career. 

Not only is Tony a leader in our business 
community, he has also dedicated much of his 
life to serving the Greater Akron area. Cur-
rently, Tony serves on the Board of Trustees 
of Akron Tomorrow and Team NEO, and as 
an advisory trustee to the University of Akron 
Board of Trustees. In addition, he is on the 
President’s Advancement Council of the Aus-
ten BioInnovation Institute and serves on the 
Institute’s board of directors. 

Northeast Ohio is grateful for his service. I 
wish Tony the very best in his retirement. 
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RED ROCKS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and applaud Red Rocks Community 
College for their dedication and commitment to 
Jefferson County and higher education. 

Red Rocks Community College, with cam-
puses in Lakewood and Arvada, offers more 
than 150 programs and 650 courses leading 
to two-year degrees or professional certifi-
cates. Since 1969, Red Rocks Community 
College has delivered a quality education to 
an eclectic mix of students of all ages, in-
comes and backgrounds. Serving 14,000 stu-
dents each year, Red Rocks is the convenient 
community college down the street and a pro-
gram that is worth traveling halfway around 
the world. 

Red Rocks is also expanding its campus in 
Arvada for Health Careers, Technologies, and 
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