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writing to the agency awarding the contract
or grant that the contractor or grantee has
no seriously delinquent tax debts, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 636. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
increased expensing limitations, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 644. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
and expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

H.R. 1295. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve the process
for making determinations with respect to
whether organizations are exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(c)(4) of such Code.

H.R. 1314. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a right to
an administrative appeal relating to adverse
determinations of tax-exempt status of cer-
tain organizations.

S. 984. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices.

———————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-8. A resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives of the State of Michigan
memorializing the United States Congress to
reinstate funding for the Yucca Mountain
Nuclear Waste Repository; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 21

Whereas, Over the past four decades, nu-
clear power has been a significant source for
the nation’s electricity production. There
are 104 operating nuclear power reactors in
the United States, providing about one-fifth
of the nation’s electricity generation. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration, Michigan’s three nuclear
power plants provided 28 percent of the elec-
tricity generated in Michigan in 2013; and

Whereas, Nuclear power can provide large
amounts of reliable, emission-free electricity
at stable prices. Many electricity markets
across the nation are, or will soon be, in need
of new baseload generating capacity. How-
ever, the construction of new nuclear power
plants is being hampered by the unresolved
issue of spent nuclear fuel; and

Whereas, Since the earliest days of nuclear
power, the great dilemma is how to deal with
used nuclear fuel. Currently, more than
70,000 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel are
stored in pools or casks at temporary, and
potentially wvulnerable, sites around the
country, including in Michigan. More nu-
clear waste is generated every day. This
high-level radioactive waste demands excep-
tional care in all facets of its storage and
disposal, including transportation; and

Whereas, The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of
1982 requires the federal government,
through the Department of Energy (DOE), to
build a repository for the permanent storage
of high-level radioactive waste from nuclear
power plants. This act includes a specific
timetable to identify a suitable location and
to establish the waste repository; and
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Whereas, The establishment of a federal
nuclear waste repository is more than fifteen
years overdue. Under the Act, the DOE was
supposed to begin accepting and storing the
nation’s nuclear waste by January 31, 1998.
In 2002, Congress and President Bush ap-
proved Yucca Mountain in Nevada as the site
of the repository, and in 2008, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) accepted an
application by the DOE to construct and op-
erate the repository. However, in 2010, at the
urging of President Obama, the DOE chose to
unilaterally and irrevocably terminate the
Yucca Mountain repository process; and

Whereas, The NRC released a report in Oc-
tober 2014 that found Yucca Mountain would
be a safe and acceptable repository for the
permanent storage of used nuclear fuel. The
repository would meet all NRC standards for
protecting people and the environment from
radioactivity. Clearly, it is time to re-open
the Yucca Mountain process, as it will pro-
vide the best long-term solution to our na-
tion’s used nuclear fuel problem; and

Whereas, The Yucca Mountain process can-
not move forward without the U.S. Congress
appropriating additional funds. Electric
ratepayers in Michigan and across the coun-
try have paid billions into the federal Nu-
clear Waste Fund specifically to support de-
velopment of a long-term repository. Since
1983, in accordance with the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act, customers of Michigan electric
utilities have paid $812 million into the fed-
eral fund. While fee collection has been sus-
pended as of May 16, 2014, the fund still con-
tains a total balance of over $31 billion: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to reinstate funding for the
Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-9. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Maine memori-
alizing the President of the United States
and Congress of the United States to support
the reform of the Social Security offsets of
the Government Pension Offset and the
Windfall Elimination Provision; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.
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Whereas, under current federal law, indi-
viduals who receive a Social Security benefit
and a public retirement benefit derived from
employment not covered under Social Secu-
rity are subject to a reduction in the Social
Security benefits; and

Whereas, these laws. contained in the fed-
eral Social Security Act, 42 United States
Code, Chapter 7, Subchapter II, Federal Old-
Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance
Benefits, and known as the Government Pen-
sion Offset and the Windfall Elimination
Provision, greatly affect public employees,
particularly women; and

Whereas, the Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion reduces by a formula the Social Secu-
rity benefit of a person who is also receiving
a pension from a public employer that does
not participate in Social Security; and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision are
particularly burdensome on the finances of
low-income and moderate-income public
service workers, such as school teachers,
clerical workers and school cafeteria em-
ployees, whose wages are low to start; and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision both
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unfairly reduce benefits for those public em-
ployees and their spouses whose careers
cross the line between the private and public
sectors; and

Whereas, since many lower-paying public
service jobs are held by women, both the
Government Pension Offset and the Windfall
Elimination Provision have a disproportion-
ately adverse effect on women; and

Whereas, in some cases, additional support
in the form of income, housing, heating and
prescription drug and other safety net assist-
ance from state and local governments is
needed to make up for the reductions im-
posed at the federal level; and

Whereas, other participants in Social Se-
curity do not have their benefits reduced in
this manner; and

Whereas, to participate or not to partici-
pate in Social Security in public sector em-
ployment is a decision of employers even
though both the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision di-
rectly punish employees and their spouses;
and

Whereas, although the Government Pen-
sion Offset was enacted in 1977 and the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision was enacted in
1983, many of the benefits in dispute were
paid into Social Security prior to that time:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
quest that the President of the United States
and the United States Congress work to-
gether to support reform proposals that in-
clude the following protections for low-in-
come and moderate-income government re-
tirees:

1. Protections permitting retention of a
combined public pension and Social Security
benefit with no applied reductions;

2. Protections permanently ensuring that
level of benefit by indexing it to inflation;
and

3. Protections ensuring that no current re-
cipient’s benefit is reduced by the reform
legislation; and be it further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary
of State, be transmitted to the Homnorable
Barack H. Obama, President of the United
States; the President of the United States
Senate; the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States; and each
Member of the Maine Congressional Delega-
tion.

POM-10. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Court of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts condemning all forms of anti-Semi-
tism; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

RESOLUTIONS

Whereas, there is clear evidence of increas-
ing incidents and expressions of anti-Semi-
tism throughout the world; and

Whereas, in April 2014, the United States
Department of State released the Inter-
national Religious Freedom report recog-
nizing that anti-Semitism continues to be
prevalent internationally; and

Whereas, anti-Semitic acts committed and
recorded in 2014 include murders, violent at-
tacks and death threats against Jews, arson,
graffiti and property desecration and mur-
ders at Jewish cemeteries, places of worship,
schools and community events; and

Whereas, such anti-Semitic acts also ex-
tend to soccer stadiums, the Internet, edi-
torial cartoons and the use of Nazi salutes,
leading many Jewish individuals to conceal
their religious identity; and

Whereas, the recent terror attack at a ko-
sher supermarket in Paris, France, and a
mounting sense of insecurity among
France’s Jews reminds us of the urgent need
for a commitment to address and confront
anti-Semitism; and
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Whereas, the Governments in France, Ger-
many, Italy and the United Kingdom, the 4
countries where the majority of anti-Semitic
incidents have occurred in Western Europe,
have strongly condemned anti-Semitism as
unacceptable in European society and have
all made clear statements that such attacks
on their Jewish communities are intolerable;
and

Whereas, anti-Semitic imagery and com-
parisons of Jews and Israel to Nazis have
been on display at demonstrations against
Israel’s actions in Gaza, throughout the
United States, Europe, the Middle East and
Latin America; and

Whereas, the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts has a rich history of tolerance to all
faiths and religions; and

Whereas, the United States Government
has played an essential role in counteracting
the resurgence of anti-Semitism worldwide
and has consistently supported efforts to ad-
dress the rise in anti-Semitism through its
bilateral relationships and participation in
international organizations such as the
United Nations, the organization for security
and cooperation in Europe, and the organiza-
tion of American states; and

Whereas, the Massachusetts General Court
joins with people everywhere in unequivo-
cally condemning all forms of anti-Semitism
and rejecting attempts to justify anti-Jewish
hatred or violent attacks as an acceptable
expression of disapproval or frustration over
political events in the Middle East or else-
where; and

Whereas, the Massachusetts General Court
applauds the United States and those foreign
leaders who have condemned anti-Semitic
acts and calls on those who have yet to take
firm action against anti-Semitism in their
countries to do so; and

Whereas, the very recent killings of a Dan-
ish film director and a Jewish guard in Co-
penhagen, along with the vandalism of a
Jewish cemetery in Eastern France, have
given rise to concerns about a rise of ter-
rorism and anti-Semitism across the con-
tinent: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts General
Court supports expanded anti-bias and Holo-
caust education programs to increase aware-
ness, counter prejudice and enhance efforts
to teach the universal lessons of the Holo-
caust; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions
be transmitted forthwith by the Clerk of the
Massachusetts Senate to the President of the
United States, the United States Secretary
of State, the Governor of the Commonwealth
and to each member of Congress elected from
this State.

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. ALEXANDER for the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

*Ericka M. Miller, of Virginia, to be Assist-
ant Secretary for Postsecondary Education,
Department of Education.

*Michael Keith Yudin, of the District of
Columbia, to be Assistant Secretary for Spe-
cial Education and Rehabilitative Services,
Department of Education.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. CASSIDY):

S. 968. A bill to require the Commissioner
of Social Security to revise the medical and
evaluation criteria for determining dis-
ability in a person diagnosed with Hunting-
ton’s Disease and to waive the 24-month
waiting period for Medicare eligibility for in-
dividuals disabled by Huntington’s Disease;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 969. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exemption
from the tax on early distributions for cer-
tain Federal law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, and air traffic controllers who re-
tire before age 55, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
DONNELLY):

S. 970. A bill to allow more small insured
depository institutions to qualify for the 18-
month on-site examination cycle, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BENNET, Mr. ISAKSON, and
Mr. BURR):

S. 971. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. GARDNER:

S. 972. A bill to clarify the effect of desig-
nating a National Monument on certain land
in Chafee County, Colorado; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MURPHY:

S. 973. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against
income tax for equity investments by angel
investors; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. REED,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 974. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit employ-
ment of children in tobacco-related agri-
culture by deeming such employment as op-
pressive child labor; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. REED,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 975. A bill to prohibit the award of Fed-
eral Government contracts to inverted do-
mestic corporations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 976. A Dbill to promote the development
of a United States commercial space re-
source exploration and utilization industry
and to increase the exploration and utiliza-
tion of resources in outer space; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 977. A bill to amend title 17, United
States Code, to secure the rights of visual
artists to copyright, to provide for resale
royalties, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. SCHATZ, and
Mr. KING):

S. 978. A bill to clarify the definition of
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law; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 979. A Dbill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to repeal the requirement for
reduction of survivor annuities under the
Survivor Benefit Plan by veterans’ depend-
ency and indemnity compensation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. CRUZ,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
HATCH, and Mr. LEE):

S. 980. A bill to clarify the definition of
navigable waters, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mrs.
BOXER):

S. 981. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a repatri-
ation holiday, to increase funding to the
Highway Trust Fund, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
HATCH, and Mrs. FISCHER):

S. 982. A Dbill to prohibit the conditioning
of any permit, lease, or other use agreement
on the transfer of any water right to the
United States by the Secretaries of the Inte-
rior and Agriculture, and to require the Sec-
retaries of the Interior and Agriculture to
develop water planning instruments con-
sistent with State law; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
BURR):

S. 983. A bill to amend the Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 to
designate high priority corridors on the Na-
tional Highway System in the State of North
Carolina, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr. KING,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms.
CoLLINS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
KIRK):

S. 984. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices; read the first
time.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 985. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the United States Coast Guard; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 986. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to take into trust 4 parcels of
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself,
MERKLEY, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 987. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow deductions and
credits relating to expenditures in connec-
tion with marijuana sales conducted in com-
pliance with State law; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 988. A bill to promote minimum State
requirements for the prevention and treat-
ment of concussions caused by participation
in school sports, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. COATS (for himself and Ms.
HEITKAMP):

Mr.
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