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in a 40-day surprise attack that came to be
known as the “Battle of the Bulge.” Between
December 16, 1944, and January 25, 1945,
the U.S. forces fought back the German at-
tack, and in doing so, incurred their highest
casualties for any operation of the war. Amer-
ica’s fighting spirit prevailed and, late in Janu-
ary, the Allied forces scored a decisive victory
over Germany.

The Allied forces fought the enemy up the
Ryan River and forced the German’s back to
Berlin. Payne’s battalion was stopped from at-
tacking Berlin due to terms of the Yalta Agree-
ment. The United States and England
capitulated to Russia, and agreed that the only
invading forces would be the Red Army. “We
had the fight and we had the spirit to battle
the enemy all the way to Berlin, but Russian
dictator Joseph Stalin had convinced the Allied
forces to stop our progress.”

On May 8, 1945, Payne was near Dussel-
dorf, Germany when the Allied forces an-
nounced Victory in Europe. The six-year-old
War had concluded in Europe, but the Japa-
nese were still fighting in the Pacific Theatre.
Payne and others were told that Gls involved
in the Normandy Invasion were exempt from
the war in the Pacific. The Pacific conflict
ended only after the August 6, 1945, detona-
tion of the Atomic Bomb. President Harry S.
Truman ordered the deployment of the new
weapon that caused the Japanese to capitu-
late to Allied demands. Payne waited from
June until November to be shipped back to
the states.

On Dec. 5, 1945, Payne was discharged
from the U.S. Army with the rank of Staff Ser-
geant. Ten days after his discharge, he mar-
ried Helene Takie in his hometown of Benton,
IL. Their marriage lasted almost 65 years, until
her passing in July, 2010. Payne returned to
his position at the Bank of Benton and eventu-
ally became its president. He remains active
as a community leader, a champion of edu-
cation projects and a philanthropist.

Mr. Speaker, today Payne will celebrate his
100th birthday at his rural Benton, lllinois,
home. We extend our deepest appreciation to
Howard Lee Payne for his service to his coun-
try, both in battle during WWII, and for his
post-war contributions.

PATRICIA JOAN HOFSTETTER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of former Judge Patricia “Pat” Joan
Hofstetter, who passed away on March 25,
2015, at her home in Ferndale, California. Ms.
Hofstetter was a pioneer for women on the
California bench, and her commitment to the
communities in which she lived was well
known to everyone acquainted with her. A
longtime fisherwoman, Ms. Hofstetter grew to
know and love Northern California rivers, for
which she was a staunch advocate.

Born in Burbank, California, on August 25,
1927, to Helen Culbertson and Leonard Orin
Hofstetter, Ms. Hofstetter grew up in the towns
of Artesia and Whittier. She graduated from
Whittier High School in 1943, Monmouth Col-
lege in 1948, and Boalt Hall Law School at the
University of California at Berkeley in 1951.
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Ms. Hofstetter opened a law office with her
sister Marilynn in 1953. She was appointed to
judge at Whittier Municipal in 1963, and be-
came the first woman to serve as President of
the California Judges Association in 1976.

Ms. Hofstetter was a life member of Sorop-
timist International and the American Associa-
tion of University Women. She served on the
College Board at Monmouth College, where
she was later inducted into the Hall of Fame.
Ms. Hofstetter was an active member of the
Democratic Party and a champion of demo-
cratic values on the North Coast.

Among her favorite hobbies was fishing the
rivers and lakes of California and Oregon with
her lifelong friend and partner, former Cali-
fornia Assemblywoman Sally Tanner. In 2001
and 2002, Pat and Sally were winners in the
California-Oregon  Fishing  Derby. Ms.
Hofstetter was an avid poker and bridge play-
er and had a great appreciation for music and
movies. Pat is survived by her companion
Sally Tanner; her sister Helen Raphael and
niece Rose Anne of New Liberia, Louisiana;
her sister Marilynn Hofstetter of Ferndale and
nephew John Raphael and wife Christine,
along with their children Melanie and Kath-
leen.

Mr. Speaker, it is with deep respect that we
pay tribute to Ms. Patricia Hofstetter and ex-
tend condolences to her partner, Sally Tanner,
and surviving family. Her presence will be
sorely missed and her legacy not soon forgot-
ten.

———

H. RES. 208, THE EQUALITY FOR
ALL RESOLUTION OF 2015

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 208, the Equality for All Reso-
lution of 2015, which is being introduced by
my good friend from Indiana Mr. CARSON.

As a founding member and Vice Chair of
the LGBT Equality Caucus and representative
of a diverse and vibrant LGBT community in
California’s 13th Congressional district, |
strongly support this legislation.

It is a shame and a disgrace that in 2015,
after the LGBT community has made such
enormous strides towards equal protections
under the law, that we continue to see dis-
criminatory legislation advanced in states like
Indiana and Arkansas.

At a time when what we truly need is com-
prehensive legislation to ensure that LGBT in-
dividuals are treated and protected, intoler-
ance is sadly being codified in law under the
false flag of religious liberties.

| am glad that the national reaction to dis-
criminatory RFRA laws was swift and dis-
approving, from businesses and individuals, to
governments and communities. | was proud
that the City of Oakland located in my district,
banned city-funded travel to Indiana in the
wake of the state’s discriminatory statute.

Now, Congress must respond by sending a
strong message that we will not stand for prej-
udice and small-mindedness.

This resolution is a step in the right direc-
tion. It outlines the need for LGBT people to
receive full protections under the law and
urges comprehensive legislation to prohibit
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discrimination in areas where unequal treat-
ment against LGBT people is still the law of
the land.

| thank the gentleman from Indiana as well
as my fellow colleagues in the LGBT Equality
Caucus for introducing this important resolu-
tion and urge my colleagues to lend it their
support.

———————

HONORING DIANE JUERGENSMEY-
ER FOR BEING NAMED TO THE
MISSOURI SPORTS HALL OF
FAME

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Coach Diane Juergensmeyer for
being named to the Missouri Sports Hall of
Fame. Coach Juergensmeyer led the St. Eliz-
abeth softball team to more than 400 wins in
31 seasons, including three state titles.

Coach Juergensmeyer's dedication to her
players, both on and off the softball field,
brought more than state champions to St. Eliz-
abeth. Her mentorship throughout the years
helped mold her players into respectful young
women, and it was her leadership that united
a school and a community.

| ask you to join me in congratulating Coach
Diane Juergensmeyer for receiving this dis-
tinctive honor.

—————

HONORING THE BELMONT
UNIVERSITY BRUINS

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Belmont University and its men’s
basketball program, the Belmont Bruins, led
by Coach Rick Byrd.

Under Coach Byrd’'s leadership, Belmont’s
basketball program has flourished. Belmont is
consistently among the top Division | teams
and has made it to seven NCAA tournaments.
But its most prestigious accomplishments are
not on the court. The USA Today said it best:
“Belmont wins where it counts: In the class-
room.”

Thanks to its perfect score from Inside High-
er Ed’s rankings, Belmont won the national
championship for academics for the second
time in three years. Every single player grad-
uates. The team’s cumulative grade point av-
erage has been above 3.0 for fourteen con-
secutive seasons, and no Belmont player
since 2003 has left the basketball team for
any reason other than graduation.

Belmont’'s successes both on and off the
court have separated the Bruins from the rest
of the pack. Today, | join my fellow Ten-
nesseans in honoring Coach Rick Byrd and
the Belmont Bruins for their vigorous commit-
ment to the highest standards in academics
and athletics. They make our district and the
state of Tennessee proud.
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