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than a certificate of completion. They gain val-
uable career and social skills that will serve
them well throughout their lives—all in a sup-
portive environment that encourages growth
and success.

President Lyndon Johnson once said when
describing his War on Poverty—“What we're
trying to do—instead of people getting some-
thing for nothing, we’re going to try to fit them
where they can take care of themselves . . .
That's our program. We don’t want them to
get something for nothing. We want to get
them where they can carry their own weight.”

As the Co-Chairs of the Friends of the Job
Corps Congressional Caucus, Congressman
CHRISTOPHER GIBSON and | will work with the
79 other members of the Caucus to ensure
that it continues to fulfill President Lyndon B.
Johnson’s goal now and into the future.

———

A TRIBUTE TO GREGORY “GREG”
REEDER IN THE FIRST SESSION
OF THE 114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Greg Reeder for being
named one of the American Public Works As-
sociation top ten Public Works Leaders.

For 55 years, the American Public Works
Association (APWA) has annually honored ten
outstanding public works professionals from
the U.S. and Canada as the “Top Ten Public
Works Leaders of the Year.” The Public
Works Leader Award aims to inspire excel-
lence and dedication in public service by rec-
ognizing the outstanding career service
achievements of individual public works pro-
fessionals and officials, from either the public
or private sector. As the most prestigious na-
tional award in the public works profession,
the honorees are recognized for their profes-
sionalism, expertise and personal dedication
to improving the quality of life in their commu-
nities through the advancement of public
works services.

Mr. Reeder graduated from the University of
Nebraska-Omaha with a Bachelor's Degree in
engineering and a Master's Degree in Public
Administration. He served as the Council
Bluffs City Engineer and continues to serve as
the Public Works Director.

Mr. Reeder managed the implementation of
the mandated separation of the city’'s com-
bined sanitary and storm systems. He played
a major role in the recovery from the 1988 tor-
nado and the 2011 flood events that impacted
Council Bluffs. Mr. Reeder instituted an “Infra-
structure Management System” which com-
bined street needs and sewer needs in an ef-
fort to prioritize infrastructure projects. Under
his leadership the city received recognition by
the APWA for their “Excellence in Snow and
Ice Control Award.” He is a frequent con-
tinuing education presenter to his fellow civil
engineers and he has been published in the
‘APWA Reporter’.

Mr. Reeder is an lowan who has made a
difference in the lives of many and for that we
are deeply proud. He has dedicated his life to
helping and serving others and so it is with
great honor that | recognize him today. | know
that my colleagues in the House join me in
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honoring his accomplishments. | thank him for
his service and wish him and his family all the
best moving forward.

———

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
PETER DANIEL MUENCH

HON. DENNY HECK

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Daniel Muench,
United States Army, recipient of the 2015
Hero of Military Medicine Award, for his com-
mitment to our nation’s servicemembers and
their families. The Hero of Military Medicine
Award is presented by the Henry Jackson
Foundation for the Advancement of Military
Medicine.

Following graduation from the United States
Military Academy at West Point in 1998 and
Medical School in 2002, LTC Muench married
Dr. Dawn Muench and trained as an intern,
resident, and Chief Resident in Family Medi-
cine at Tripler Army Medical Center in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. His first assignment following
residency was as the Chief of Flight Medicine
at the DiLorenzo TRICARE Health Clinic at
the Pentagon in Washington, DC. LTC
Muench completed fellowship in Primary Care
Sports Medicine at the National Capital Con-
sortium, Washington, DC, in 2009. He de-
ployed as a Battalion Surgeon with 2-87 In-
fantry in the 10th Mountain Division to Afghan-
istan in 2006—2007, and with the 28th Combat
Support Hospital as the Director of Inpatient
Services in Basra, Iraq, in 2010.

LTC Muench served as full-time teaching
faculty in the Madigan Army Medical Center
Family Medicine Residency at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord (JBLM), Washington, as well
as the Director of Primary Care Sports Medi-
cine for the Hospital from 2009-2013. From
2012-2013 he was the project officer and Di-
rector of the Soldier Peak-Performance and
Rehabilitation of the Tactical Athlete (SPAR-
TA) Clinic on JBLM, instituting a cutting-edge
approach to injured Soldier care. He currently
serves as the Battalion Surgeon for 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) on
JBLM.

In addition to his military contributions, LTC
Muench has served as the Team Physician for
American University in Washington, DC, the
U.S. Army Team Physician for the Wounded
Warrior Games, and as a U.S. Olympic Team
Physician in Sochi, Russia.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, his friends, family and fellow
servicemembers, | commend LTC Muench for
his accomplishments.

———

A TRIBUTE TO EMC INSURANCE IN
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG
OF TOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 21, 2015
Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and congratulate a great
lowa company, EMC Insurance. EMC has
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been recognized as a Hero for the Homeless
by the Central lowa Shelter and Services.

EMC was founded in lowa in 1911 and now
has more than 2,100 employees; it is consid-
ered to be among the top 50 insurance com-
panies in the country. The business has
evolved since its original founding and now
provides property and casualty insurance
products along with other services throughout
the United States.

As a company, EMC has dedicated itself to
serving those who are less fortunate, working
to build a better future for the next generation.
Every year Central lowa Shelter and Services
recognizes its “Heroes” who have significantly
given time and financial support to address
homelessness in Central lowa. EMC deserves
to be commended for their active role reducing
the number of homeless in the Central lowa
Community.

| applaud and congratulate EMC for receiv-
ing this award and their tireless support for the
homeless in lowa’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict. | am proud to represent them in the
United States Congress. | know that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating EMC In-
surance and wishing them well with continued
success in the future.

IN RECOGNITION OF COL BRETT
BOLANDER’S CHANGE OF COM-
MAND

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to ask for the House’s attention to
recognize Colonel Brett Bolander who will
have a change of command from Anniston
Army Depot at the end of July.

Colonel Bolander was commissioned as an
Ordnance Officer upon graduation from the
University of Nebraska at Kearney in 1987
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal
Justice. His later education includes the Ord-
nance Officer Advanced Course; Logistics Ex-
ecutive Development Course; the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology, where he earned his Mas-
ters Degree in Logistics Management; the
Command and General Staff College; and the
National War College, where he earned his
Master’s Degree in National Security and Stra-
tegic Studies.

His previous assignments include Platoon
Leader, Shop Officer, Battalion S4 and Head-
quarters Company Commander, 3rd Armored
Division, 122nd Main Support Battalion, in
Germany, deploying with the division to Oper-
ations Desert Shield, Desert Storm and Pro-
vide Comfort; Battalion S4 of the 42nd Medical
Field Hospital, Deputy Brigade S4, Com-
mander of 156th Maintenance Company, Bri-
gade Inspector General, and later as Chief As-
sistance Branch, United States Army Armor
Center and Fort Knox Inspector General, Fort
Knox, KY; Support Operations Officer, 13th
Corps Support Command, Fort Hood, Texas;
Brigade S4, 101st Forward Support Battalion
Support Operations Officer and Battalion Ex-
ecutive Officer, 1st Infantry Division, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team (Mechanized), Fort Riley,
KS; Aide-de-Camp to the Deputy Com-
manding General and as the Secretary to the
General Staff, United States Army Materiel
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Command, Fort Belvoir, VA; Commander,
302d Brigade Support Battalion; Operational
Readiness Officer, Department of the Army
G4 to include a three month deployment to
Haiti; Support Operations Officer, Operation
Unified Response.

His most recent assignment was Senior Lo-
gistics Advisor and Director for Strategic Oper-
ations for the Deputy Commander Support
Operations, NATO Training Mission-Afghani-
stan/Combined Security Transition Command-
Afghanistan.

Included in his awards and decorations are
the Bronze Star Medal, six awards of the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Army Commendation
Medal, five awards of the Army Achievement
Medal, National Defense Service Medal with
star, Southwest Asia Service Medal with three
stars, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service
Medals, Korean Defense Service Medal,
Armed Forces Service Medal, Humanitarian
Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal
with hour glass, Army Service Ribbon, Army
Overseas Service Ribbon with 2 device,
NATO Training Mission Afghanistan Medal,
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), Ku-
wait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), Army Meri-
torious Unit Commendation and Department of
the Army Staff Identification Badge.

Colonel Bolander is married to the former
Donna McDonald. They have three children,
Jessie, Katherine, and Austin. He led and
commanded Anniston Army Depot from Au-
gust 2012 to July 2015.

The Depot has 4,000 military, civilian and
contractor employees with an annual budget
of approximately $750 million.

While at Anniston Army Depot, he safely
helped execute millions of direct labor hours
while helping overhaul and maintain our na-
tion’s critical combat equipment. His hands-on
leadership for the workforce helped ensure our
nation’s military was provided the best pos-
sible equipment available to keep them as
safe as possible while allowing them to ac-
complish their vital mission.

Mr. Speaker, we will miss Colonel Bolander
in Anniston, but wish him the very best.

————

A TRIBUTE TO MAYOR FRANK
COWNIE IN THE FIRST SESSION
OF THE 114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Des
Moines Mayor, Frank Cownie. Mayor Cownie
has been recognized as a Hero for the Home-
less by the Central lowa Shelter and Services.

Mayor Cownie was first elected Mayor in
2008 and he has been proudly serving the
people of Des Moines ever since that day. He
has been an advocate for the less fortunate
and has worked tirelessly to find new, innova-
tive ways to support those in the Des Moines
community who need it the most.

Mayor Cownie has deep ties to Des Moines
and has always worked hard to make it the
best place to work, live and raise a family.
Every year Central lowa Shelter and Services
recognizes its “Heroes” who have significantly
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given time and financial support to address
homelessness in our communities. Mayor
Crownie deserves to be commended for his
active role in reducing the number of home-
less in the Central lowa Community.

| applaud and congratulate Mayor Cownie
for this award and for providing his tireless
support for the homeless in lowa’s Third Con-
gressional District. | am proud to represent
him in the United States Congress. | know that
my colleagues will join me in congratulating
Mayor Cownie and wishing him continued suc-
cess in the future.

LIFT THE CRUDE OIL BAN
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, new tech-
nologies have ushered in an American energy
revolution. Last year, the U.S. overtook Russia
and Saudi Arabia to become the largest crude
oil producer in the world.

We now have more oil than we can refine
or store. A majority of U.S. refineries are built
to handle heavy, sour crude but new oil pro-
duction is light, sweet crude. U.S. refiners sim-
ply can’'t keep up with the new production.

Normally producers could simply pump oil
into storage containers. But experts say those
storage tanks could fill up before the end of
this month.

Instead of exporting excess oil like pro-
ducers get to do in other countries, the ban is
already forcing U.S. oil producers to leave oil
in the ground and lay off workers.

About 50% of the working rigs in my home
state of Texas have had to shut down in the
last 6 months. Over 70,000 people have been
laid off since Thanksgiving.

The solution to this problem is clear: it is
time for the crude oil ban to be lifted.

Critics of lifting the ban are afraid that U.S.
oil exports will lead to higher domestic gas
prices. Fortunately, many studies have de-
bunked this myth.

Gas prices are more closely linked to the
international market—or Brent price—than the
domestic price of crude because refined prod-
ucts like gasoline are traded freely on the
international market. So the more crude oil we
can put on the international market, the lower
the international price of crude oil. The lower
the international price of crude oil, the lower
the price of gas for Americans.

A Rice University study released in March
2015 reviewed previous studies that examined
the impact of removing the ban on gas prices.
They found that “all studies underscore that
lifting the export ban will not translate into
higher gasoline prices. In fact, studies gen-
erally project gasoline prices in the U.S. will
fall once the ban is lifted.”

U.S. crude entering the global market will in-
crease the international oil supply and de-
crease the price of gas.

The only thing the studies do not agree on
is just how much gas prices will drop. Savings
could range from 1.8 to 12 cents per gallon at
the pump.

Lifting the ban will also lead to more jobs
and a higher GDP.

An IHS study predicts crude oil exports
would support nearly 300,000 jobs by 2018.
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Removing the export ban would add $26 bil-
lion to GDP per year and improve labor in-
come by about $158 per year, on average.

As it improves the U.S. economy, removing
the ban will also improve our national security.

The original purpose of the ban put in place
back in 1973 was to insulate the United States
from the volatility of the international oil mar-
ket. Ironically, today the ban exposes the U.S.
market to volatility. Because our gas prices
are tied to the international price of crude, if
there is a disruption in the international supply,
that directly affects our gas prices. The more
crude oil we can put on the market, the more
we can minimize those disruptions. Even 1
million barrels of swing capacity matters a lot
in the world.

So if ISIS continues to wreak havoc and dis-
rupts oil supply in places like Libya and Iraq,
having more U.S. crude oil on the market
would help prevent a spike in the price of
crude oil and gas prices.

Lifting the ban would also free us up to help
our allies more. Europe gets 40% of its oil
from Russia. Exporting crude oil would give
the Europeans an alternative to having to de-
pend on Russia.

It would also increase our influence in Asia.
Japan and South Korea partly rely on crude oil
from Iran to satisfy their growing energy con-
sumption. U.S. exports can help diminish that
reliance.

Ironically, with the so-called deal with Iran it
is now U.S. government policy to allow Iran to
export crude oil and inject billions of dollars
into their own economy. At the same time it is
still U.S. government policy to prohibit U.S.
producers from doing the same.

U.S. exports offer a stable source of energy
to our allies and decrease their reliance on
dictators and state sponsors of terror.

Lifting the ban shows that the U.S. is seri-
ous about supporting free market rules around
the world. We criticize China for not exporting
rare earth minerals and yet here we are not
exporting crude oil. Removing the ban will give
us more credibility when we criticize other na-
tions’ export bans.

All in all, it is high time we remove the crude
oil export ban. Exporting U.S. crude will lower
gas prices, increase American jobs, and
strengthen our national security.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

A TRIBUTE TO BARBARA & MI-
CHAEL GARTNER IN THE FIRST
SESSION OF THE 114TH CON-
GRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Barbara
and Michael Gartner. Barbara and Michael
have been recognized as Heroes for the
Homeless by the Central lowa Shelter and
Services.

Barbara and Michael have spent the last 40
years serving the people of Des Moines, vol-
unteering their time as board members, fund-
raisers and philanthropists. They have been
advocates for the less fortunate and have
worked extensively to transform the Des
Moines area, making it a better place to live,
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