April 23, 2015

The best words to describe Alice are “tire-
less” and “persistent.” Alice impacted so
many lives as an organizer, educator, and
change-maker. She gave a voice to those who
are too frequently ignored. She provided the
tools to engage and equip generations of ac-
tivists, including me. | owe much to my pre-
cious friend, Alice Tregay. My heartfelt prayers
and thoughts are with her family. She will be
sorely missed.

67TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the 67th anniversary
of the founding of the State of Israel. This an-
niversary represents 67 years in which there
has been a strong, independent, and demo-
cratic State of Israel; 67 years of growth, ad-
vancement, and modernization. But, unfortu-
nately, it also means that for 67 years the only
Jewish state in the world has repeatedly had
to defend itself from enemies who seek her
annihilation.

Yesterday, Israel commemorated Yom
Ha’zikaron, Israel’'s Memorial Day. For a coun-
try in which most of its citizens have served in
the Israeli Defense Force and have proudly
defended their country, this day is a personal
reminder that their 67 years have not been
without significant personal sacrifice. From the
moment of its birth, Israel has endured attacks
by state armies and terrorist organizations.
More recently, these attacks have taken a new
shape, in the form of economic boycotts,
lawfare, and political de-legitimization cam-
paigns.

But 67 years later, Israel remains standing,
proudly, as the shining beacon of democracy
in the Middle East.

This is an important day for the Israeli peo-
ple and people all over the world to reflect on
how far this country has come in such a short
period. It has transformed desert into fertile
land, developed one of the most innovative
and vibrant technology sectors in the world,
and stood steadfastly on a foundation of
democratic principles and basic fundamental
liberties.

| am proud to say that it was also 67 years
ago, only minutes after David Ben-Gurion an-
nounced Israel’s declaration of independence,
that the United States recognized the nascent
state. Since 1948, our two countries have
shared a strong, unshakeable bond based on
shared values and goals. And the United
States and Israel will continue to stand to-
gether as Israel pursues peace, and as Israel
confronts any threat to her people. It is my
commitment as a Member of Congress to en-
sure that our partnership remains strong and
unbreakable. As President Bill Clinton wrote,
“We are proud of the strong bond we have
forged with Israel, based on our shared values
and ideals. That unique relationship will en-
dure just as Israel has endured.”
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JORDAN GONZALEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jordan Gon-
zalez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jordan
Gonzalez is an 8th grader at North Arvada
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jordan
Gonzalez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jor-
dan Gonzalez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

—————

IN HONOR OF DR. BEVERLY
DANIEL TATUM

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum,
President of Spelman College, who will be re-
tiring after thirteen years as distinguished
leader of the school. She will be honored at a
farewell reception on Friday, April 24, 2015, at
6:00 p.m. at The Spelman College Suites Din-
ing Hall on campus.

Born on September 27, 1954, in Tallahas-
see, Florida, Dr. Tatum attended Wesleyan
University, where she received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology. Afterward, she at-
tended the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
for a Master of Arts degree and a Ph.D. in
Clinical Psychology, and then Hartford Semi-
nary for a Master of Arts degree in Religious
Studies.

Dr. Tatum’s professional involvement in
higher education began in 1980 and spanned
a number of prominent institutions. At the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Barbara, she lec-
tured in the Department of Black Studies, and
later held professorships in psychology at
Westfield State College and Mount Holyoke
College. Also during her time at Mount Hol-
yoke, Dr. Tatum served as chair of the Depart-
ment of Psychology and Education. In 1998,
she became Vice President for Student Affairs
and Dean of the College and, in 2002, she
was appointed acting president of the College.

In the meantime, she also advanced a ca-
reer as a distinguished clinical psychologist
with her own independent practice between
1988 and 1998. Focusing her studies on diver-
sity in organizational development and racial
identity, she is the author of Can We Talk
About Race? And Other Conversations in an
Era of School Resegregation; Assimilation
Blues: Black Families in White Communities:
Who Succeeds and Why?; and “Why Are All
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the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafe-
teria?” And Other Conversations about Race,
the latter of which was celebrated as the 1998
Multicultural Book of the Year by the National
Association of Multicultural Education.

In 2002, she was appointed president of
Spelman College. Through her steady and
transformational leadership, the institution now
ranks among the top 100 liberal arts colleges
in the country. Faculty research has flour-
ished, and funding for student scholarships
has tripled since 2002. Alumnae contributions
to the annual fund have also tripled and a
generous gift donation in 2008 helped estab-
lish the Gordon-Zeto Fund for International Ini-
tiatives, providing critical resources for inter-
national students as well as travel support for
faculty and students alike.

In addition to these successes, Dr. Tatum
has overseen the expansion of on-campus
housing capacity by more than 25 percent to
provide opportunities for even more students,
made possible in part by the construction of a
“green” residence hall in 2008. As president,
she also made the landmark decision to end
the College’s limited participation in NCAA
intercollegiate sports, and instead pioneer a
campus wellness initiative to encompass a
wider range of students.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Tatum is not only an edu-
cator, she is an innovator. The developments
she engineered serve as the foundation of
Spelman College’s Strategic Plan for 2015,
which focuses on supporting leadership and
service, enhancing an interdisciplinary cur-
riculum, fostering undergraduate research and
internships, strengthening alumnae-student
connections, promoting sustainability, and ad-
vancing global initiatives.

Outside of this tremendous scholastic dedi-
cation, Dr. Tatum is also actively involved in
the community. She has presided on a variety
of boards and served with a number of organi-
zations at the local, state, and national levels.
Moreover, she was appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve on the Advisory Board
for the White House Initiative on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities. She has re-
ceived numerous awards and commendations,
including the 2013 Carnegie Academic Lead-
ership Award. Dr. Tatum shares her life and
accomplishments with her husband, Dr. Travis
Tatum, and their two sons, Travis Jonathan
and David.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum for her
thirteen remarkable years as President of
Spelman College. Her leadership is impressive
in itself but more than structures, more than
money, and more than rankings, she ad-
vanced the very character of the institution
through its people. In being a role model for
the young women of this premier institution,
she has helped countless individuals strive to
fulfill their sincere potential in this world, mak-
ing the aims of Spelman College become real-
ized.

————

HONORING PUERTAS ABIERTAS
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Puertas Abiertas
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Community Resource Center as it celebrates
its 10th Anniversary of offering educational
programs and advocacy services to support
personal growth and family stability in the
Latino community throughout Napa County.

Ten years ago, the Center opened its doors
on Napa Street as an independent non-profit
organization dedicated to helping provide cul-
turally sensitive intake and referral services in
order to bridge the gap between community
service providers and the Latino community. In
fact, the Center's services are available to
anyone in the community—regardless of eth-
nicity, race, or language. In achieving these
goals, the Center partners with numerous
other organizations in the area and its pro-
grams range from Case Mentoring and ESL
training to Free Tax Preparation and Zumba.
The Puertas Abiertas Center serves over 500
families a year.

The Center’s focus on helping connect resi-
dents and services through a culturally sen-
sitive intake and referral process helps make
Napa County’s diverse population stronger
and better prepared to take advantage of our
community’s resources.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we recog-
nize the Puertas Abiertas Community Re-
source Center for all they do to increase ac-
cess to vital community services. On behalf of
a grateful community, we honor and thank the
Puertas Abiertas Community Resource Center
today.

KARA McCONNELL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kara McCon-
nell for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Kara
McConnell is an 8th grader at North Arvada
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kara
McConnell is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kara
McConnell for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

——

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL OB-
SERVES NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week
is National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. In

Congress, we observed this week by hosting
the Victims’ Rights Caucus Awards.
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The Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus,
founded by Jim COsSTA from California and me
from Texas, came together to form the bipar-
tisan caucus.

This week, the Victims’ Rights Caucus rec-
ognized the tenacious individuals who dedi-
cate their time and efforts in supporting crime
victims.

But this week was also commemorated
back in Texas. Kingwood High School ob-
served National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
for the first time.

Under their fearless leader, criminal justice
teacher Janet Collins, a former Dallas County
probation officer, Kingwood High School heard
from community warriors who work every day
to protect and support victims.

My good friend, Sheriff Adrian Garcia, was
Monday’s headline speaker (who just so hap-
pened to receive our Victims’ Rights Award at
last years Victims’ Rights Caucus Awards).
Kingwood High School students heard the
best testimonies straight from the source.

Exposing our students to real-life situations
in combination with education is so important.
Teaching our students how prevalent crime is
and ways to prevent it can only benefit our
communities. What a great way to start a
young group of victims’ advocates.

It makes me proud to know that our school
students are building good character and
learning more about the Crime Victims Move-
ment. Supporting victims is something that
Americans can do at any age.

Janet Collins should be commended for her
leadership and pioneering of National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week in our schools.

It is encouraging to see National Crimes
Victims’ Rights Week being observed not only
in Congress, but in our education system
throughout the Nation.

And that is just the way it is.

———

JULIA VAZQUEZ-PETERSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Julia
Vazquez-Peterson for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Julia Vazquez-Peterson is an 8th grad-
er at Mandalay Middle School and received
this award because her determination and
hard work have allowed her to overcome ad-
versities.

The dedication demonstrated by Julia
Vazquez-Peterson is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Julia
Vazquez-Peterson for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

April 23, 2015

HONORING ANIMAL EDUCATION
AND RESCUE

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, April is Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Month, so | would like to
take this opportunity to rise in recognition of
Animal Education and Rescue, a humane so-
ciety in the 10th District. Founder and director
Sandy Wisniewski has dedicated herself to im-
proving the lives of both animals and people
in our community.

Ms. Wisniewski works to prevent cruelty to
animals by educating the public through
school and community center visits. Her cur-
riculum emphasizes the need to properly care
for pets. She understands the strong correla-
tion between animal abuse and other violent
crimes, and she seeks to break the cycle of vi-
olence through education. As a humane inves-
tigator, Ms. Wisniewski responds to reports of
animal abuse and neglect. She often rescues
these neglected animals and places them with
foster families until they find permanent
homes. Her work is vital to our community.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals Month, | am pleased to recog-
nize AEAR and Ms. Wisniewski. | am grateful
for their work and wish them continued suc-
cess.

HONORING MURRAY JANOFF

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate Murray Janoff of Boca
Raton, Florida, who turns 100 years old on
April 26, 2015.

Murray was born in Bronx, New York in
1915. He graduated from New York University
with a degree in journalism and had a long
and distinguished career writing for the Long
Island Press’s sports section, the Associated
Press, U.P.l., and Reuters. Murray served in
the Navy during World War Il receiving several
merits with the highest being a Bronze Star
medal. Murray was married 52 years to his
late wife and is proud of his three children,
five grandchildren, and six great grand-
children.

Murray is an exceptional man, and one who
| am proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd Dis-
trict. | know | join with his friends and family
in celebrating this wonderful milestone. | wish
him good health and continued success in the
coming year.

JORDAN DELITZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jordan Delitz

for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Jordan Delitz
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