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however, helicopter service was restored in
New York City, the major target of the attacks.
Yet, even 12 years after the attacks, TSA and
FAA and particularly the Secret Service still
will not permit commercial helicopters to fly to
D.C., unlike all other cities in the United
States.

The bill | reintroduce today would begin a
systematic investigation that fully takes into
account the importance of maintaining our
democratic traditions while responding ade-
quately to the real and substantial threat that
terrorism poses. To accomplish its difficult
mission, the bill authorizes a 21-member com-
mission, with the president designating nine
members and the House and Senate each
designating six members, to investigate the
balance that should be required between
openness and security. The commission would
be composed not only of military and security
experts, but, for the first time at the same
table, also experts from such fields as busi-
ness, architecture, technology, law, city plan-
ning, art, engineering, philosophy, history, so-
ciology, and psychology. To date, questions of
security most often have been left almost ex-
clusively to security and military experts. They
are indispensable participants, but these ex-
perts should not alone resolve all the new and
unprecedented issues raised by terrorism in
an open society. In order to strike the security/
access balance required by our democratic
traditions, a diverse group of experts needs to
be at the same table.

For years, parts of our open society have
gradually been closed down because of ter-
rorism and the fear of terrorism, on an often
ad hoc basis. Some federal buildings such as
the U.S. Capitol have been able to deal with
security issues, and continue their openness
to the public. Others, like the new Department
of Transportation headquarters, remain mostly
inaccessible to the public. These examples,
drawn from the nation’s capital, are replicated
in public buildings throughout the United
States.

After 9/11, Americans expected additional
and increased security adequate to protect
citizens against the frightening threat of ter-
rorism. However, in our country, people also
expect their government to be committed and
smart enough to undertake this awesome new
responsibility without depriving them of their
personal liberty. These times will long be re-
membered for the rise of terrorism in the world
and in this country and for the unprecedented
challenges it has brought. Nevertheless, we
must provide ever-higher levels of security for
our residents and public spaces while main-
taining a free and open democratic society.
What we have experienced since Oklahoma
City and 9/11 is no ordinary threat that we ex-
pect to be over in a matter of years. The end
point could be generations from now. The in-
determinate nature of the threat adds to the
necessity of putting aside ad hoc approaches
to security developed in isolation from the goal
of maintaining an open society.

When we have faced unprecedented and
perplexing issues in the past, we have had the
good sense to investigate them deeply before
moving to resolve them. Examples include the
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States (also known as the
9/11 Commission), the Commission on the In-
telligence Capabilities of the United States Re-
garding Weapons of Mass Destruction (also
known as the Silberman-Robb Commission),
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and the Kerner Commission, which inves-
tigated the riots that swept American cities in
the 1960s and 1970s. In the aftermath of the
2013 Navy Yard shooting, | wrote to the Presi-
dent of the United States requesting the es-
tablishment of an independent panel to inves-
tigate issues raised by that tragedy and to
evaluate how to secure federal employees
who work in facilities like the Navy Yard that
are a part of a residential or business commu-
nity. However, this bill seeks a commission
that would act not in the wake of a tragedy but
before a crisis and before erosion of basic
freedoms takes hold and becomes en-
trenched. Because global terrorism is likely to
be long lasting, we cannot afford to allow the
proliferation of security measures that neither
require nor are subject to civilian oversight or
an analysis of alternatives and repercussions
on freedom and commerce.

With no vehicles for leadership on issues of
security and openness, we have been left to
muddle through, using blunt 19th-century ap-
proaches, such as crude blockades, unsightly
barriers around beautiful monuments, and
other signals that our society is closing down,
all without appropriate exploration of possible
alternatives. The threat of terrorism to an open
society is too serious to be left to ad hoc prob-
lem-solving. Such approaches are often as in-
adequate as they are menacing.

We can do better, but only if we recognize
and come to grips with the complexities asso-
ciated with maintaining a society of free and
open access in a world characterized by un-
precedented terrorism. The place to begin is
with a high-level commission of experts from a
broad array of disciplines to help chart the
new course that will be required to protect our
people and our precious democratic institu-
tions and traditions.

————
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lieutenant Colonel Ray
Schaaf, U.S. Army, Retired of Round Rock,
Texas as he celebrates his 90th birthday on
April 24, 2015. Even with nearly a century of
living behind him, he remains a vibrant part of
his growing central Texas community.

Born in Colorado, LTC Schaaf entered the
Army in June 1943. After rigorous training, he
arrived in England the following year where he
bravely flew combat missions with the 381st
Bomb Wing over Europe. His post-war military
career saw this brave aviator serve in Korea,
China, Greenland, and numerous bases in the
U.S. LTC Schaaf retired in 1970 and made his
home in the Lone Star State.

Following his retirement, the warrior became
an artist. A skilled handyman, LTC Schaaf
makes jewelry and restores saddles. He’s an
avid painter and is especially adept in the cen-
turies-old craft of knife making. This deter-
mination to live life to its fullest is a reminder
to us all to make the most of every day.

Family remains at the center of his life. LTC
Schaaf married his beloved Marge. They
brought four children into the world and were
united through feast and famine. Now a proud
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grandfather of nine, great-grandfather of four-
teen, and great-great-grandfather of one, he
has the pleasure of watching his beautiful fam-
ily grow and prosper.

All should marvel at the extraordinary times
LTC Schaaf has witnessed. In his nine dec-
ades of living, he defended freedom on foreign
shores, watched a humble midwesterner take
mankind’s first steps on another world, and
marveled at technological advances beyond
any of his dreams. He saw how America has
been defined by extraordinary men and
women who fought for a country brave enough
to confront its past imperfections and hopeful
enough to embrace a better tomorrow

LTC Ray Schaafs patriotism, citizenship,
and commitment to service reflect the very
best values of both the Greatest Generation
and Central Texas. Let April 24 continue to be
a celebration of one of our nation’s heroes
who devoted his life to keeping us free and
making America a beacon of hope in the
world. Along with his friends, family, and loved
ones, | wish him both a happy 90th birthday
and all the best in the years ahead.

————
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for 50
years, the Bucks County Children and Youth
Social Services Agency has been protecting
the children of Bucks County.

Through investigating reports of child abuse
and neglect, providing for the temporary care
of children not able to remain with their own
families and working to develop community-
wide social service programs that empower
kids and their families, Children and Youth has
played a vital role in our community for dec-
ades—a fact we celebrate this anniversary.

As a former County Commissioner, I've had
the opportunity to work side-by-side with the
committed staff and leaders that make this
agency the success it is. Their work has pro-
moted safer, healthier communities and played
a part in strengthening the lives of thousands
of children.

Our children are our greatest resource. And,
through the dedicated efforts of Bucks County
Children and Youth Social Services, Bucks
County’s future is brighter.

——
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Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a notable Hoosier, Mr. Donald S. Pow-
ers, who passed away on April 21, 2015. |
would like to express my gratitude for his com-
munity service and economic development in
my hometown of Munster, Indiana. Most im-
portant to me, he was a friend and mentor
who was always ready to provide sound guid-
ance. He was among my very first supporters
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