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in my first run for Indiana Secretary of State, 
and he, Margo, and their family have been 
close friends for nearly my entire life. More 
than that though, many people who call North-
west Indiana home can rightfully claim the 
same kind of relationship with Don Powers. 

Mr. Powers proudly fought for our nation 
during World War II as a Navy fighter pilot and 
was called into service again during the Ko-
rean War. I know it was an honor for him, as 
a member of the United States Navy to protect 
the country he loved, the greatest nation the 
world has ever seen. His fearless exploits as 
a fighter pilot on an aircraft carrier would 
shape his business approach leading to a will-
ingness to take risks that others would not. 

After his contributions to our nation, Mr. 
Powers moved to Munster from Kentucky, 
where he spent many years farming and man-
aging farms for others. He was a graduate of 
Indiana’s 4th District beloved Purdue Univer-
sity. He also helped develop Purdue University 
Calumet where he served on the university’s 
board of trustees for 15 years, including sev-
eral as president. 

Mr. Powers went on to establish a real es-
tate firm and developed much of Munster’s 
residential neighborhoods. He also developed 
the golf course community of Briar Ridge that 
many of the region’s families call home. His 
annual Purdue golf outings at the course were 
major fundraisers that brought Boilermaker 
coaches and athletes into town. 

In 1973, Mr. Powers took part in the cre-
ation of Community Hospital in Munster, voted 
one of ‘‘America’s 50 Best Hospitals’’ seven 
years in a row. In 1989, he developed the 
Center for the Visual and Performing Arts, 
home to the Northwest Indiana Symphony Or-
chestra and South Shore Arts. His efforts in 
developing Munster led to nationwide acco-
lades for the community, even making Forbes 
Magazine’s ‘‘25 Top Suburbs for Retirement.’’ 

Mr. Powers was highly regarded in the com-
munity for his philanthropic and business en-
deavors. He served on the Board of Directors 
of the Munster Medical Research Foundation 
and most recently as the CE of Community 
Healthcare System. He personally funded 
nursing scholarships at Purdue University and 
Indiana University Northwest. Mr. Powers re-
ceived many honors including the Northwest 
Indiana Quality of Life Council’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award and Entrepreneurial Excellence Award 
from the Northwest Indiana Small business 
Development Center. He was twice recog-
nized as a Sagamore of the Wabash recipient, 
by Indiana Governors. 

Mr. Powers leaves behind his beloved wife 
Margo, daughter Frankie Fesko, three grand-
children, Heather, Donald and Timothy, and 
six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his first wife, Trena. Indiana and the 
nation lost a committed leader, but his legacy 
can be found in the hundreds of lives he posi-
tively affected over the years. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during roll call vote numbers 171, 172, 

173 on April 23, 2015, due to my participation 
in the Presidential Delegation to the Republic 
of Armenia for the centenary commemoration 
of the Armenian Genocide. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted: 

On roll call vote no. 171 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 172 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 173 I would have voted 
YES. 
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COOPERATION BETWEEN THE U.S., 
JAPAN, AND KOREA 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of 
the end of World War II. As we seek Amer-
ica’s rebalance to Asia, I firmly believe that 
further cooperation between the U.S., Japan 
and Korea will play a pivotal role for peace 
and prosperity throughout the Asia-Pacific re-
gion as well as the globe. To this end, we are 
working hard to promote cooperative efforts 
through the House Armed Services Com-
mittee. 

Japan is a valued and trusted ally of the 
U.S. They have been a model world citizen for 
70 years and is a leader in global foreign aid 
distribution. Japan and the U.S. have a bright 
future together and I welcome Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to address a Joint 
Session of Congress on April 29th. 

One thing stands between this day and that 
bright future and Prime Minister Abe can elimi-
nate that obstacle during his address to the 
Joint Meeting of Congress: He can make a 
formal apology to, and say that his govern-
ment takes legal responsibility for, the more 
than 200,000 young women and girls from 
across Asia, but mainly from Korea, who were 
forced to become sex slaves during World 
War II by the Imperial Armed Forces of Japan. 
These are the euphemistically termed ‘‘comfort 
women.’’ 

The scholarship on this topic and the per-
sonal testimonies of the surviving women is 
voluminous and settled. Everywhere, that is, 
except in the mind of Prime Minister Abe and 
his government. Previous Japanese officials 
and governments have accepted the country’s 
responsibility for creating and maintaining the 
comfort women system, as well as Japan’s co-
lonial and wartime aggression. 

He has denied that these women were 
coaxed, coerced and conscripted against their 
will to serve in ‘‘comfort stations,’’ forced into 
sex slavery. He says they were ordinary pros-
titutes of the time. He has denied documented 
evidence of coercion. He has called the per-
sonal testimonies of the women ‘‘baseless, 
slanderous lies.’’ He dispatched envoys to the 
United Nations, to ask it to overturn an ex-
haustive report affirming the coercion of the 
comfort women and recommending Japan 
take responsibility, and to McGraw-Hill Edu-
cation publishers, to ask them to change text-
book language about the comfort women. 
Thankfully, both bodies refused the Japanese 
attempts to whitewash the past. 

Not only do these efforts defame the 
women, they destabilize the entire East Asia 

region. And these are not just issues relegated 
to history. Violence against women in wartime 
and military sexual assault continues to occur 
to this day. For these reasons, I hope the Jap-
anese Prime Minister Abe’s visit and speech 
to the Joint Meeting of Congress will lay the 
foundation for healing and reconciliation, in 
particular in bringing closure to the pain and 
suffering endured by the Comfort Women 
who’ve waited with their very lives for an un-
equivocal apology. 

More specifically, Mr. Abe must seize the 
opportunity of his Washington visit to reaffirm 
the 1995 Murayama Statement and 1993 
Kono Statement as they were issued, and also 
uphold the previous Japanese government’s 
positions and views on aggression, colonial 
rule and coerced sexual slavery by using 
clear, unequivocal and specific language. 

This House has given a rare and special 
honor to the Prime Minister: An opportunity to 
address a critical ally on a grand stage. I hope 
Mr. Abe does the right thing. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE GEORGETOWN UNIVER-
SITY FEDERAL CHARTER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Georgetown University during 
the bicentennial year of its federal charter. A 
200 university year charter in the nation’s cap-
ital is a special occasion to be celebrated not 
only for Georgetown alumni but also for the 
nation’s capital, which has enjoyed countless 
educational benefits from having one of the 
nation’s most distinguished universities in our 
city. 

Founded more than two centuries ago by 
Bishop John Carroll, Georgetown became only 
the second school in the nation’s history to ac-
quire a federal charter from Congress. Today, 
the university remains true to its founder’s 
Roman Catholic and Jesuit values. George-
town graduates have gone on to not only 
change the nation but the world. The univer-
sity continues to produce leaders at home and 
abroad. The list of its distinguished alumni is 
replete with public servants and foreign dig-
nitaries, including former President William 
‘‘Bill’’ Clinton. For the past two centuries, 
Members of Congress who have either been 
alumni or staff of the University are too numer-
ous and noteworthy to name. I am proud to 
continue as a tenured member of the George-
town Law School faculty, teaching one sem-
inar each year, after having served as a per-
manent professor at the law school before my 
election to Congress. Currently, there are 15 
Members of Congress, most of them alumni, 
who are affiliated with the university. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
applauding 200 years of the Georgetown Uni-
versity federal charter, and the university’s 
outstanding contributions to the nation’s cap-
ital and the nation itself The university’s es-
teem and success continue to grow and we 
anticipate its continued success for years to 
come. 
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SISTER MARY JO MIKE 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sister Mary Jo Mike, named 2015 Prin-
cipal of the Year by the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association. 

Sr. Mary Jo, of the Sisters of Saint Francis 
of Sylvania, Ohio, has devoted more than 40 
years to Catholic education and has led Nativ-
ity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Cathedral Par-
ish elementary school for the past 23 years, 
the longest serving principal in the Catholic Di-
ocese of Biloxi. 

Sister Mary Jo soars beyond the call of 
duty, deeply involving herself in the life and 
ministry of her parish, school, local commu-
nity, and the culture of the Gulf Coast, and en-
courages others to do the same. From their 
daily arrival to their departure, Sr. Mary Jo is 
dynamically present in the lives of her stu-
dents’ school setting. She inspires teachers to 
identify and nurture each student’s strengths 
and to discover ways to help them overcome 
their challenges. Her ministry and leadership 
encompasses the healthy development of the 
whole student—mind, body, and soul. 

True to her calling, Sister Mary Jo seeks 
and claims opportunities to improve life for 
those around her. Under her leadership, Nativ-
ity BVM now offers a broad range of programs 
for students of any ability, even including a 
Robotics team and a Lego© club. Clearly 
loved and highly respected by all, Sr. Mary Jo 
runs a tight ship in an environment of love, 
prayerfulness, justice, and peace. She is an 
example of always doing one’s best and ex-
ceeding expectations in herself, her faculty, 
her students, and her community, believing 
that when children see their teachers and 
leaders doing their best, they, in turn, are in-
spired to do their best, too. 

I proudly congratulate Sister Mary Jo Mike 
as the 2015 NCEA Principal of the Year. 
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IN HONOR OF PETE PASQUALE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a health care leader from Con-
necticut, Pete Pasquale, who will be retiring in 
July after 42 years with McKesson Corpora-
tion. 

During his tenure with McKesson, the 
world’s largest healthcare services company, 
Pete has capably led the many teams he de-
veloped in a career spanning roles from Dis-
trict Sales Manager in Albany, New York to 
Senior Vice President for the Northeast Re-
gion in Rocky Hill, Connecticut, with overall re-
sponsibility for McKesson’s pharmaceutical 
sales and distribution activity in the Northeast 
market. McKesson’s involvement in nearly 
every health care sector provided Pete with a 
unique understanding of health care policy 
and a platform to inform policymakers. I had 
the opportunity to visit McKesson’s Rocky Hill 
offices last summer, where I was impressed 
by the incredible efficiency of McKesson’s op-

erations and the high morale of employees 
there who benefited from Pete’s leadership. 

When Pete began his career with McKesson 
as a Sales Trainee in 1973, many pharma-
ceutical products were shipped to pharmacies 
directly by the manufacturers, and Pete and 
his wife Deb spent every Sunday afternoon 
calling customers to take their orders. Pete 
would then bundle the orders by hand and 
personally drop off the shipments at the post 
office for Monday deliveries. Pharmaceutical 
deliveries may have evolved since then, but 
Pete’s values of focusing each day on cus-
tomers and patients have inspired his friends 
and coworkers throughout his career. 

Pete and his wife Deb raised three kids— 
Timmy, Gina and Cara, together every step of 
the way. And, not surprisingly, Pete has saved 
his best role for last—that of Pop. He is the 
proud grandfather to Stella, Pete, Gaetana, 
and Leo, who always bring a smile to his face. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring Pete Pasquale for his out-
standing career in health care, and I person-
ally want to thank Pete for his 42 years of 
dedication, leadership and commitment to pa-
tients, our community and our country. I wish 
him all the best in his well-deserved retire-
ment. 
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HONORING EILEEN PACKER ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF-
FICER OF THE HEALTH ASSESS-
MENT RESOURCE CENTER 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ms. Eileen Packer on her retirement 
after 9 years of service as the founding Chief 
Executive Officer of the Health Assessment 
Resource Center (HARC). 

During her tenure, Ms. Packer was instru-
mental in founding HARC and seeking the or-
ganization’s nonprofit designation. She de-
signed the organization’s triennial needs as-
sessment and was critical to building strong 
support for the organization across the com-
munity. 

As a physician and a native of the 
Coachella Valley, I commend Ms. Packer’s 
work to assess the health and wellness of 
Coachella Valley residents and improve ac-
cess to critical health care services. To date, 
the data from these surveys has helped gen-
erate over $7.1 million in funds for much- 
needed programs and services to improve the 
wellbeing of residents in our community. 

As a Registered Dietitian and Certified As-
sociation Executive, Ms. Packer worked in the 
Los Angeles area as Director of Food and Nu-
trition Services at Tarzana Regional Medical 
Center. After 11 years there, she led as CEO 
of the 7,000-member California Dietetic Asso-
ciation located in Los Angeles. 

As a volunteer, Ms. Packer currently serves 
on the Riverside County Office on Aging Advi-
sory Council and is a member of the Gilda’s 
Club Medical Resource Council. Previously, 
she served as President of the Southern Cali-
fornia Society of Association Executives. 

Mr. Speaker, Eileen’s dedication to public 
service and health education is a true testa-

ment to her great work ethic and leadership. 
On behalf of all those who have benefited 
from HARC, the medical community and the 
residents of California’s 36th Congressional 
District, I would like to offer my sincerest 
thanks and congratulate Eileen for her excep-
tional commitment. I wish her well in her well- 
deserved retirement. 
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CONGRATULATING AND HONORING 
LONG LIFE SOCIAL ACTIVIST 
MARIAN LUPU 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor my dear friend Marian 
Lupu; a visionary and warrior in the fight for 
fairness and social justice. Marian has never 
ignored the plight and needs of others. We 
celebrate her 90th birthday and relish in her 
work. I want to submit a profile of Ms. Marian 
Lupu that appeared in the Arizona Jewish 
Post, written by Shelia Wilenskey; this, better 
than I, describes a life worth honor. 

Marian Lupu, now 89, founded the Pima 
Council on Aging in 1965. She didn’t retire as 
executive director until 2006, when she was 
82. ‘‘If you love what you’re doing, why not?’’ 
Lupu asked the AJP. A pioneer in her field, 
Lupu took one of the first courses ever 
taught on aging when she was a graduate 
student at the University of Chicago. ‘‘I soon 
decided,’’ she says, ‘‘that all the research in 
the world wasn’t going to help the aging pop-
ulation unless it provided services and advo-
cacy.’’ 

In her elder years, Lupu practices what she 
preached. ‘‘The biggest thing I’ve learned is 
to use the supports I have,’’ she says. ‘‘I take 
all the support I can get, use a walker or a 
cane, without having the resistance of many 
older people who drive and get into accidents 
or who fall down because they want to be 
independent.’’ 

Lupu started her career as a student work-
ing at the National Opinion Research Center 
at the University of Chicago and later super-
vised the first study on aging Spanish-Amer-
ican War veterans. Her 1948 marriage to 
Charles Lupu, Ph.D., eventually brought the 
couple to Tucson in 1965, when he landed a 
job at the Tucson Medical Center. She start-
ed the Tucson Council on Aging as a volun-
teer. The agency later became the Pima 
Council on Aging. 

‘‘I recognized there were no services for the 
aging population here, whether they were 
Jewish or not. I learned a great deal,’’ says 
Lupu, from Betty Brook, who was instru-
mental, with her husband, in helping to build 
Tucson’s Jewish community, including Jew-
ish Family & Children’s Services and Dr. Ted 
Koff, the first director of Handmaker Jewish 
Services for the Aging. 

‘‘Family counseling is very much a con-
cern to the Jewish community,’’ says Lupu, 
who grew up in ‘‘a very Orthodox family, and 
in a very kosher environment in Elmwood 
Park, Ill, a suburb of Chicago. Our Shabbos 
goy was our next-door neighbor. It was a 
very Italian neighborhood. In order to have 
services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
we brought in a rabbinical student and 
rented a storefront.’’ 

Back in 1929, she recalls, ‘‘there was no 
telephone in the shul so a messenger would 
come get the Jewish doctor for an emer-
gency. We had to wait till he returned for a 
minyan.’’ 
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